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Good News Journal  February 2026 

 St. John Lutheran Church of Cat Spring  

SUNDAY  WORSHIP  SERVICE  SCHEDEULE 

  9:00 am Sunday School   10:00 am Worship Service    
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Senior Service  

Wednesday  February 18th   11:00 am  

A Valentine Exchange is Happening ! 

If you would like to participate, please bring  some-
thing to exchange  

Good Food, Good Friends, Good Times 

Chicken Enchiladas will be served ! 

Feel free to bring a side or a dessert,  

but not necessary ! 

Please sign up to host a light dinner for our 2026 Lenten Dinner and Devotional Series. 

Sign Up Sheet is in the Narthex 
Please Come 

Join us ! 
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St. John Lutheran Church – Cat Spring 

Council Meeting 

January 12, 2026 

Call to order: The meeting was called to order by President Robin Haugen at 5:00 PM. 

Opening Devotional:  An opening devotional was given by Don Allphin. 

Members Present: Robin Haugen, Ken Wienken, Tim Brune, Malcolm Dittert, Laurie Eckhardt 

Members Absent:  Doug Neva 

Guests – Don Allphin, Christa Klar 

Adoption of Agenda – The agenda was adopted with the addition of “Church Siding” under Old Business. 

Minutes for final approval – December minutes approved by email 

Treasurer Report: Income for the past month was $28,884 and expenses were $17,356 for a net profit of $11,528. 

A discussion was held regarding a sizable donation made by a parishioner.  This donation is to be known as the “Cameron Mitchell Memorial 

Building Fund”. The funds are to be used for building maintenance and improvement. The funds are to be tracked as a separate line item in 

the budget to show how the monies are spent. 

Laurie indicated that two CD’s had been purchased with excess funds in the Citizens Bank checking account. One of these CD’s is due in Feb-

ruary. Laurie will cash out this CD to have the funds available for the church siding project coming up. 

After some discussion, a motion was made by Ken Wienken and seconded by Malcolm Dittert to give the NALC $2,500. We had previously 

supported the ELCA with $2,000 per year. Motion carried. 

Pastor Report – Don Alphin gave the pastor’s report, including his visits and communion to the members in nursing homes. He also advised 

that “The Women of the NALC” are providing a Soup Supper on Ash Wednesday. 

Committee Reports 

 Youth (LYO) –  

Christmas play turned out pretty good considering the morning of the play was the first time all the kids were there to practice. One youth 

could not be in the play, so I had taken over as the horse. Several youths had played two characters, so they were quick to change costumes. 

Hope everyone enjoyed it.  

Our Christmas party had to quickly change dates due to the church and Fellowship Hall being in use, but we were able to all get together on 

a Tuesday afternoon in the Fellowship Hall with food, games and a gifts exchange. 

Sunday school started back up on the 11th. The first few lessons for our Elementary class will be Daniel in the Lion’s Den, Jesus heals the 

Centurian’s Servant, Peter and John heal a Lame Man. 

Confirmation class studied the timing of the Wiseman, the star, the age of Jesus and their location. The next unit is on Kings, starting with 

Samuel to King David and then onto Solomon. 

Next Sunday confirmation class will spend some time organizing the folding chairs in the Fellowship Hall and under the stair well. The next 

project will be replacing the rubber piece at the ends of the legs if needed on the folding chairs. 

In February we plan to get together to make Valentine cards to be given out at February’s Senior serve. 

Possibly going ice skating but this was the girl’s idea and I’m not sure how the boys will feel about that. Stay tuned! 

A thank you note was put in the newsletter from the youth for our new playground. We started signing Thank you notes to be mailed out as 

well. 

 

       See Page 2 
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Cemetery Report – Jerry Hennecke was buried on December 9th. Cemetery mowed once in December. Nothing else to report. 

House and Grounds – Malcolm Dittert indicated he would be changing the A/C filters in the next week or so.  

Old Business:  

Laurie is checking to see about getting a credit card from Citizens State Bank. The existing credit cards are about expire. Those 

cards are in the name of Randy Reichardt. We need a new account under the name of a current council member. 

Church Signs – We have received one quote and are waiting on another.  

Church Siding – The siding is leaking around the windows on the North wall of the church. This is the windows above the altar. We 

are in the process of getting quotes to replace the siding on the North wall only at this time.  

New Business:  

Vacation time for church secretary. – After some discussion and considering Sally’s tenure of nine years, a motion was made by 

Malcolm and seconded by Laurie to increase Sally’s vacation time from one week (16 hrs.) to two weeks (32 hrs.).  Motion carried. 

Food for NALC workshop, January 17th. – Sign up sheets were placed in the church and folks pledged to bring sandwiches, chips 

and deserts for lunch as well as breakfast snacks. 

Council Members for 2026 are as follows; 

President -  Robin Haugen 

Vice President -   Tim Brune 

Secretary -  Ken Wienken 

Treasurer -   Laurie Eckart 

House and Grounds - Malcolm Dittert and Doug Neva 

All council members are to be added to the checking and savings accounts. The outgoing council member, Mary O’Neal, shall be 

removed from all church related financial accounts. 

February Council Assignments: 

February 1: Tim Brune / Ken Wienken 

February 8: Robin Haugen / Doug Neva 

February 15: Laurie Eckart / Robin Haugen 

February 18, Ash Wednesday: Ken Wienken / Doug Neva 

February 22:  Malcolm Dittert / Tim Brune 

Calendar Approval: The calendar for February was reviewed and after some additions, was approved. 

Future Agenda Items: None identified. 

Meeting adjournment: With no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned with the Lords Prayer at 

6:51. 

 

Respectfully; 

Ken Wienken 

Council Secretary  
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Highly requested recipe  !!!   Janet Allphin 

baked and served this Peach Coffee Cake at 

the NALC meeting , held recently. 

Yes, it is crooked…………..it’s not you !!!! 

It is probably me . But YUMMY !!!! 
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2-10 Michael and Cindy 

Daly  

We encourage everyone to fill out an attendance card during the 

service. This helps us stay connected and keeps us informed of 

prayer requests and  attendance. If you plan to partake in com-

munion, please note that on your card as well. 

Thank you for helping us stay connected as a church family! 

2-7  Matt Thielemann 

2-8  William Hegemeyer 

2-8 Tim Brune 

2-10  Sharon Brandes 

2-12 Justin Eckhardt 

        Sherry  Menke 

2-15   Evan Kalil 

          Shannon Einkauf 

 Sara Kuehl 

2-16    Shirley Dahl 

 Ellie Schram 

2-20  Charisse Blezinger 

2-21  Kristi Kollatschny 

2-22    Erika Restivo 

2-23 Tracy Gray  

2-24 Lacy Dittert 

2-26 Cole Burger 

    James Sell 

2-27 Reed Dittert 

James and Carol Wenzel                                  

Ronnie and Bonnie Smith 

Deana Keller 

Carolyn Rash  

Mike Rankin 

Carol Smith 

Nic Norboge 

Emily Drymala  

 Kendall Manna  

Alfred Tomasek  

Tristan 

 Zachary Schulke  

Kathy Painchaud 

Sara Wit 

MaryAnn Inglish 

Victor Smith 

Charlotte Reichert 

Hope Griffin 

Brian Dahl 

Bubba Bencal 

Carol Smith 

Jerry Walsch  

Zayden  

Doris Schaffner 

 Chelsy Lankford  

 Debbie Driskoll       

Melinda Brock 

James and Shirley Hering 

Gwen Reichardt 

Billy Findeisen  

Brian Findeisen 

Pastor Cody Mills 

Please keep the family of 

Rebecca Oldag, in your 

prayers, in their time of 

sorrow. Rebecca is Rose 

Wienken’s sister  

MEMBERS IN OUR CARE  

Sealy Avir                                               

Delores Dittert   

   Argent Court –Brenham   

Carrie Froebel                                                                    

HOMEBOUND:                                 

Katherine Washburn  
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St. John Lutheran Church 

          of Cat Spring, TX  

  480 Ross Street  

 Cat Spring Texas 78933 

February 2026 


