
• There are several perspectives that we humans have about the 
environment.

• These are quite important with respect to how we think about the 
environment and our beliefs about how the environment will react to the 
human activities that occur.

• Sometimes these are called “nature myths,” or the stories we believe about 
the environment.

• Examine the four views presented here and think about your own. Which 
view, or a combination of these, do you hold?
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• This view is represented by a ball on a flat plain, and the ball represents 
human activity while the line is the plane.

• This view is held by fatalists who see the environment as inherently 
capricious. 

• The least push results in random and unpredictable movement across the 
plain. 

• Humans do not impact the environment so much as the environment 
impacts humans. 

• Humans are the inevitable victims of an environment over which they have 
little or no control.
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• This view is that of communards who see the environment as fragile.

• The environment is ephemeral. 

• The least shock can have disastrous results from which the fragile 
environment never recovers. 

• Human beings can even be seen as an intrusion or a parasite. 

• Humans are to tread lightly, if at all, upon the environment.
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• This view is held by entrepreneurial expansionists who see the environment 
as robust, bountiful, and with unbounded resilience. 

• Whatever shocks may be encountered, be they natural or human produced, 
the environment will withstand and overcome them. 

• There is little need for restraint on human activity and the environment is to 
be exploited in an unbounded way for humanity's benefit.
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• This is the view of the hierarchists who view the environment as robust 
within limits but vulnerable when pressed too far. 

• Prediction, control, and careful management of environmental resources is 
needed. 

• The precautionary principle is important, so that if any human action has a 
suspected risk of causing harm, the proof of it not being harmful falls on 
those wishing to take the action.
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• Why does this matter? Because people act on these perspectives.

• People in the real world hold the view that the earth is fragile, that the 
environment is fragile.

•
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• People also hold the view that the environment is boundlessly resilient –
that humans can do whatever we want with the environment.
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• So, which do you most associate with?
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