
Disclaimer: The RADAR method is for educational purposes only and is not a substitute for 
professional advice or training. Situations vary, and outcomes cannot be guaranteed. The 
authors and publishers assume no responsibility for actions taken based on this material. 
Always use your best judgment and prioritize personal safety. 

Pro Tip: Sometimes it’s OK to Lie 

Teaching children when it’s acceptable to lie may seem contrary to good parenting, but in 
certain situations it is necessary for their safety. For example, consider a child who is home 
alone when a stranger knocks on the door. Many parents instinctively tell their child to stay 
quiet and not answer, assuming the stranger will leave if no one responds. However, in 
some cases the person may be a burglar checking to see if the house is empty. Silence 
could actually encourage the burglar to attempt home entry—an outcome no parent wants 
when a child is alone inside. 

A safer approach is to teach your child how to respond without opening the door. The child 
can ask who is there and what they want. If the stranger asks whether the parents are 
home, it is acceptable for the child to say “Yes.” If the person then asks to speak with the 
parent, the child can respond that the parent is busy or in the shower and cannot come to 
the door right now. This response makes it clear the child is not alone and helps discourage 
further action.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


