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Welcome  and  congratulation!

¡Bienvenido y congratulaciones!

Introduction

Spanish or español is a very popular language around 
the world. In the United states of North America, it is 
using as the second language prefer by choice.

May because English and Spanish received the influence 
of the Latin language and this connection created the 
perfect environments to learn Spanish easier and faster. 
Spanish and English. Both use the same alphabet and 
grammatical blocks. Overall, the alphabet letters keep a 
similar sound, many words look alike when are spelling,  
pronunciation is very similar, and the meaning is the 
same with some exceptions.



Cognates or cognados 

When the words in Spanish are sounding,

spelling and reading syllable by syllable

almost the same in English are called 

Cognate words or cognados in Spanish. 

It is very important to be careful using cognates words, 
because some of these words could have different 
means, and for this reason the cognates are classify as 
true and false cognates, examples: 



Popular       natural   probable        cruel   región

Sociable      familia    telefono         abril     serio

Horrible      criminal  mosquito       marzo  color

Paciente      música   impaciente     pasar   usar

Animal        cereal     temperatura   radio   piano

Artistico      plaza      artificial         foto     café

Opinión      tímido     garaje            tren     frase

Inteligente  elefante   omnibus        negro  marron



Conferencia (lecture)        conference (meeting for discussions)

Gracioso (funny)               gracious ( courteous)

Pariente (relative)              parent (mother or father)

Trampa (trap)                    tramp (vagabond)

Pan (bread)                        pan ( cooking utensil)

Arena (sand)                      arena (stadium) 

Red (net)                            red ( color)

Emocionante (thrilling)       emotional ( causing emotion)

Actual (present day)           actual (real)

Simpatico (pleasant)          sympathetic (compassionate)

Exito (success)                   exit ( go out)



☺ Ejemplo/example:

El cereal es popular en América

The cereal is popular in America

Cognates make easy communicate! However, these 
need a little help from grammatical friends to 
express a complete though like in this example: 

“el”……. (an article), 

“es”……. (a verb) and “en”…….. (a preposition).



Like English nouns the Spanish nouns are:

 Proper: New York, Sue, Leona, Rosa, … 
 Common: capital, princesa, teléfono, radio, elefante, león, hotel, 

parque, independencia, conferencia… These are generally preceding 
by an  article or accompanied by  a verbs, an adjective, a 
prepositions… 

ejemplo: el teléfono es negro

Differences: 

 Spanish nouns have gender: masculine nouns generally ending in –o 
or consonant and feminine in –a However, both could end in o, e or 
consonant as well

 Spanish nouns change to plural adding “s or es”, but ☺ these could 
have spelling changes before change to plural.



Spanish have 4 definite articles and 4 indefinite 
articles corresponding to “the, a (an), some, several, 

few:

Singular   Plural
Gender\article     The   a (an)     the     some  

Masculine             el     un        los      unos

Feminine              la     una        las      unas

examples:



Examples:                           Depend of the gender:
 La familia       el teléfono         el (la) criminal-

 La música      el mosquito        el (la) dentista

 La plaza         el teatro el (la) artista

 La región el piano              el (la) estudiante

 La aspirina el Animal           el (la) capital*                     
La frase          el garaje            el (la) modelo

 La opinión el tren               el (la) policía** 

* el capital ( the money) la capital (the city)

** el policía (the police) la policía (female or police

force) 



Examples:                           Depend of the gender:
 una familia       un teléfono         un (una) criminal-

 una música      un mosquito        un (una) dentista

 una plaza        un teatro un (una) artista

 una región un piano              un (una) estudiante

 una aspirina un Animal           un (una) capital*                     
una frase          un garaje            un (una) modelo

 una opinión un tren               un (una) policía** 

 * el/un capital ( the money) la/una capital (the city)

 ** un policía (the police)  una/la policía (female) 

La policía (Police force) 



The fight of the groups!! 
10 minutes by round !



Now in group or individually write 20 (Spanish-
English) sentences using cognates, may you 
need these grammatical friends:
 Con /with            trabajador/hard worker

 Para/ for              deportes/sports

 Estas/ these         me gusta/ I like

 Estos/ these         por/ by or for

 Grande/big           en/ in, on                 

 son/ are muy/ very

 Pequeño/ small    y= and 

May you want to look for more en un diccionario!!



 Grupos Nombre Coordinador Puntos

 A         _________      ___________     ______

 B         _________      ___________     ______

 C         _________      ___________     ______

 D         _________      ___________     ______

El ganador es el Grupo ____



1. What are the similarities between Spanish and English

languages?

2. Write what you learned about the Spanish nouns and

the articles.

3. Why is important be careful using cognados?

4. Write 4 cognados falsos y verdaderos ( false and true)

5. Write a sentence using cognados 



1. What are the similarities between Spanish and English languages?

Spanish and English use the same alphabet and grammatical blocks; 
and many of the alphabet letters sound very similar, also many
words sound and spell very close and mean the same.

2. Write what you learned about the Spanish nouns and the articles.

Like English nouns could be proper: New York and commons capital, 
princesa, teléfono… generally, Spanish nouns are accompanied by 
an article singular or plural. Also, Spanish nouns have gender. 
Masculine generally ending in –o or consonant and feminine in –a. 
However, both could end in o, e or consonant as well. 

Nouns generally change to plural adding “s or es,” and could 
experiment spelling changes before change to plural.



3. Why is important be careful using cognados?

Because some of them could have different means, that classify 
these words in true and false cognates.

4. Write 4 cognados falsos y verdaderos ( false and true)

Verdaderos: Sociable - familia  - teléfono  - abril …

Falsos: Trampa (trap)- tramp (vagabond), pan (bread)- pan ( cooking 
utensil), arena (sand)- arena (stadium), red (network) - red ( color)…

5. Write a sentence using cognados 

Las personas hispanas son muy sociables.

Write your name in the paper with your answers and 

shows it to your CDEC tutor to receive a gift!!


