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MASON-DIXON OUTDOOR WRITERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR REINSTATEMENT
WWW.MDOWA.COM

Form is designed to be completed electronically

(If not completing form by computer, please print all information.)
Applicant’s Name:      
Name of spouse (for Directory listing purposes):      

Address:      
City:      
State:      
Zip:      

Home Phone:      
Business:      

Fax:      
Cell Phone:      

Email Address:      

Web site:      

FOOD/HEALTH CONCERNS
Food/Medical Items:
 Gluten free
 Nut allergies
 Vegetarian/Vegan


 Seafood allergies
 Cigarette/smoke allergies
 Other (specify)

Other restrictions
     

Type of Membership:
 Active 
 Senior/non-active
 Student
 Associate
Principle position, title, or status:      

Do you receive pay for communicating about the outdoors? 
 Yes
 No 

If yes, is it 
 full time
 part time 

If part time, please list your primary vocation:      

Estimate the percentage of working time devoted to outdoor communicating:      %


Approximately how many years have you been paid for any type of outdoor communications?       

Applicants check and complete sections of application where applicable.
Active and Senior/Non-Active:
 Photographer
 Newspaper
 Magazine:  Freelancer
 Magazine:  Staff member
 Non-Profit Agencies
 Book Author/Editor/Designer
 Lecturer
 Illustrator, Cartoonist, Artist
 Senior/Non-Active
 Internet Journalist

 Motion Picture:  Audio/Video Tape: DVD/CD: Radio/Television
Affiliate Membership:
 Associate
 Student
(Classifications)
Active — An applicant shall be a person who agrees to support and promote the objectives of the Mason-Dixon Outdoor Writers Association, Incorporated (M-DOWA) with a high level of personal and professional ethical conduct and has or is presently engaged in the dissemination of information concerning the outdoors through any of the following media:  Professional Writer or Editor (newspaper, magazine, book author, broadcaster, telecaster, freelance writer, or internet journalist); Photographer (still/film or video); Illustrator; Artist (printed or on-line publications); or Outdoor Lecturer.  This person may hold office, vote, and will be assessed the annual dues required of active members.
OR

Senior/non-active — an alternative form of active membership for persons who have been or could have qualified to be an active member.  This category was created for persons who are in their retiring or less active writing years.  To qualify, the person must have fulfilled the membership qualifications or be recognized as a prior active member of M-DOWA.  This person may hold office and vote and will be assessed the annual dues required of active members but will not be required to maintain the productivity of publishing that is expected of active members.  This official status is conferred only after the membership committee has reviewed and approved an application of intent from the requesting person.
CATEGORIES FOR ACTIVE – SENIOR/NON ACTIVE 

1.  Newspaper staff writer, reporter, columnist, or editor:  Disseminates outdoor data and or information through the circulation of a newspaper that is regularly distributed or an on-line newspaper  or free lancer  or editorial staff member who regularly writes or edits coverage.
Name of paper      
City of publication      

2.  Still photographer:
Media as an: 
Employee 
Freelancer 
Supplying photography to:  Newspapers 
Magazines 
Books 
Other (explain in block)      

3.  Illustrator, cartoonist, artist:
Employee  
Freelancer 
Producing original outdoor artwork:
Cartoons  
Drawings  
Technical drawings  Color paintings 
Work is for:
Newspapers  
Magazines  
Books  
Other       

4.  Motion picture/audio/video tape/DVD/CD/radio/television:
 Photographer
 Script writer
 Film/tape editor
 Director
Supply information on ALL categories in which you are active.
List films and/or productions:
Program/film/tape:      
Airtime:      
Station/Network:      
Dates if known:      

5.  Magazine:
Editorial staff with circulation including on-line sites:
Name of magazine:      
Publication frequency:      
Your title:      
6.  Magazine:
Freelance, editor, designee or part time staffer:
Submit samples, list examples:

Magazine:      
Article:      
Date:      
Magazine:      
Article:      
Date:      
Magazine:      
Article:      
Date:      
7.  Book author/editor/designer:
Book title:      
Date:      
Publisher:      
Subject matter:      
Have published more than one title:  Yes          No 
If Yes, how many:       

8.  Lecturer in field of outdoor studies or activities.
List some prior works:      

9.  Communicator for nonprofit agency engaged in conservation and other outdoor related activities.
Submit materials to screening committee for evaluation (applies only to non-profit communicator).

10.  Internet Journalist: a professional or personal Journalist who writes for a blog or other digital media related to outdoor activities and is regularly updated and receives 500 AUV’s (Average Unique Views) per month and/or generates income from stated position.  Posted photography and video will also be considered if it has journalistic merit.
List pertinent information concerning Internet Journalism:  website, email address, etc.
     

Associate Member

An Associate member shall be an individual who is not eligible for any other membership but who subscribes and agrees to support and promote the purposes and objectives of the Mason-Dixon Outdoor Writers Association, Incorporated and who meets the Associate Membership requirements as listed below: 

· Associate member applicants must have completed application on file. 
· Annual membership dues shall be $20 per year unless waived by the Board of Directors.  (Dues may be waived Board of Directors if proposed Associate member has contributed a donation of either services or financial support.)
· Associate members can hold office or vote if approved by the Board of Directors.

Student 

An applicant must be enrolled in an accredited journalism or photography class and agrees to support and promote the objectives of the M-DOWA with a high level of personal and professional ethical conduct and is presently pursuing or is engaged in the methods of dissemination of Outdoor Information. 

· Proof of student status is required.
· Applicants must supply information on all categories in which they are active.
· All applicants must be sponsored by an Active member who must sign the application.
· Student members cannot hold office or vote unless waived by Board of Directors vote.
FOR THE APPLICANT

I hereby make application for membership in the Mason-Dixon Outdoor Writers Association, Inc.  I certify that the enclosed information is accurate and that I will subscribe to and abide by the M-DOWA Bylaws, Constitution, and Code of Ethics.

Signature      
Date      

 (If submitting electronically form will be considered signed when name and date are entered and form is submitted by e-mail.  New members must also submit signed form by mail and membership card will not be sent until original is received.)

For the sponsor (M-DOWA member):  I certify that I have reviewed this completed application and I am familiar with the work of the applicant and recommend the applicant as qualified for M-DOWA membership.

Print Name:      

Signature:      
Date:      

Membership Fees:
Amount 
(Renewal) - Active and Senior/Non-Active:  $30.00 annual dues:                                  
$     
(New) - Active or Senior/Non-Active:  $30.00 annual dues + $10.00 processing fee 
$     
Associate:  $20.00 annual dues                                   
$     
Student: $.00 annual dues



$     





Total included


$     
Make check payable to M-DOWA, Inc
U. S. Postal Service: Mail all documentation and check to: 
Mason-Dixon Outdoor Writers Association

Attn:  Joe Byers
20202 Mahogany Circle
Hagerstown, MD  21742
Email: Send all documentation to Membership Screening Committee at joebyers@erols.com and mail check to above address. 
Membership information contact:  Membership Chairman Joe Byers by e-mail at joebyers@erols.com. 
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