
1 
 

A Publication of VVnW Jack Greer Memorial Post 52 

 
Happy New Year.  I hope everyone had a good holiday and all is well. 
Thank you to everyone that attended the Post Christmas party.  We had an 

excellent turn out, everyone had a good time and the music was great.   Thank you, 
Kaitlyn and Doug, for the good music. 

We had a busy year last year as always.  We were able to help many veterans, 
soldiers and their families. This was accomplished because of all of you.  I have said it 
many times and I will say it again, we do a lot to help our community, and we have a 
great team that makes that happen. 

The Post will continue to support our military and their families as well as our 
veterans and their families and our community.   It takes a lot of people to make this all 
happen so please lend a hand when you can. 

We are always in need of help in our kitchen / dining room for Saturday night 
dinners.  If that isn’t your forte, we have other things to help with.  If you want to know 
what’s going on at the Post, please read your newsletter, frequently check the website 
(www.post52.com) or Facebook. 

At the January meeting, I will be appointing the various committees for this year.   
Please attend and consider volunteering for one or more of the committees. 

Thanks for your Continued Support. 
Yours In Brotherhood, 
Phil           814-282-9737 

 

Post Meetings: 

All Post monthly meetings are scheduled for the  

3rd Monday of the month at 7:00pm.    

Next meeting is January 19th  

    in our post home >>> 
VVnW Commander, Phil Davis 

814-282-9737 
1st Vice-Commander, Del Preston 

814-853-2915 
2nd Vice-Commander, Tom Burbidge 

 

2026 
JANUARY 

 
Email: vetspost52@gmail.com 
POST TELEPHONE: 814-807-1661 
Newsletter Email: post52snews@gmail.com 
Website: www.post52.com 
facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Post-52 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 771, Meadville PA 16335 
Street Address: 13240 Dunham Road, Meadville 

 

POST 52’S NEWS 
 

Our Troops >>> 
Project 
Support our 
Troops 
UPCOMING  PACKINGs: 

 Tuesday,  January 27 
                                at 5:30pm 

Visit us at: 
https://www.facebook.c 
om/pages/Project- Support-
Our-Troops/ We are accepting  
stateside names and addresses, 
in addition to those deployed! 
Reach out to your friends and 
neighbors and let’s get as 
many soldiers’  boxes as we 
can. 

Please Contact: Kim 
Lengling at (814) 724-9099 

OR 

Laurie Davis at (814) 853-8145 

Commander’s Comments 
     
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

You can keep up-to-date on 
Post information at 

www.post52.com 

Clipart and images are deemed to be in the public domain. 
If you believe you own a particular meme, please contact us. 
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Dinner Menu Updates: 
            Fried fish, Baked Fish and Shrimp Baskets are available every week. 

We STRONGLY suggest you monitor the website for any dinner cancellations due to bad 
weather.  You can also call the Post (814-807-1661) before venturing out. 

JANUARY 2026 MENU (Saturdays only!): 

POST 52 RE-OPENS JANUARY 17TH!! 

January 17th  - Wing night 

January 24th – Hot Roast Beef Sandwiches 

January 31st Chicken & Biscuits 

Don’t forget to visit our website ( www.post52.com ) for updates! 

Details and Dates…..  
 Lions meeting Thursday, January 8, 2026.  Help needed beginning at 3:00 pm. 
 Next meeting January 19th, 2026.  There is no meeting in December. 
 Next troops packing – Tuesday, January 27th – 5:30 pm. 

 
 Congratulations to the new Board and many thanks for their willingness to serve.  

Special thanks to Tom Burbidge for serving 2 years as 2nd Vice Commander and Marsha 
Manning for several years as Post Secretary. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2026 -2027 Officers 

Phil Davis, Commander 
Del Preston, 1st Vice Commander 
Jim Urquhart, 2nd Vice Commander 
Master-Sgt-at-Arms, Jack Sheets 
Quartermaster, Laurie Davis 
Secretary, Sheila Preston 
Trustee, Ken Novosel 

RENTALS of the POST HOME

Use of Building Only: 

• Member Rental Fee - $75 
• Non-Member Rental Fee - $100 

Use of Kitchen with Building: 

• Member Rental Fee – $125 
• Non-Member Rental Fee -- $150 

 
Renter is responsible for set up of building prior 
to event and clean up after event. Thank you! 

http://www.post52.com/
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M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  F o r m  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of Members: 

 
 

ANNUAL DUES $20 --

---
-------------------- LIFE MEMBERSHIP $200 

 
Mail ALL dues to: 

Post 52 
PO Box 771 

Meadville PA 16335 

 REMINDER - YOUR 2026 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE 
NOW PAST DUE 

NAME:__________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS (IF CHANGED):___________________________________________________ 

PHONE:__________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________ 

Keep up to date on Post information by checking the website 
www.post52.com 

Post email - vetspost52@gmail.com 

 

We were very saddened by the 
passing of Carla Muddiman.   For 
those of you who didn’t know Carla, 
she was the lady sitting on the 
gazebo at every Vigil and Ride 
ceremony, operating the sound 
equipment.  When there was a Post 
party, Carla was always leading the 
group in line-dancing.    She will 
truly be missed. 

A contingency from the Post will meet at the funeral home at 2 PM 
(January 6th).  Please come pay respect to a fabulous lady. 
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Carla J. Muddiman 
December 25, 1944 — December 22, 2025 
Meadville 

Carla J. Muddiman, age 80, of Meadville, passed away Monday morning December 
22, 2025, in her residence. 

She was born in Meadville on December 25, 1944, a daughter of Carl and Lettie 
(Decker) Roche. 

In August of 2004 Carla married Charles A. “Chuck” Muddiman, he passed away 
July 4, 2019, Chuck and Carla shared a total of 30 years together. 

She was a graduate of Meadville High School and retired from Heatrex after a long 
career. 

She was a member of Meadville VFW Post# 2006 and Vietnam Veterans Post# 52. 
Carla enjoyed line dancing and even taught lessons and DJing. 

She is survived by two sons, Brian Pears of Meadville, Chad Pears of Tampa, FL; a 
step-son, David Muddiman (Meredith) of Raleigh, NC; a step-daughter, Shelly 
Main (Rich) of Erie; three sisters, Sharon Lalli of Meadville, Micki Wassel, Susan 
Teudhope; a brother, Robert Roche (Harriet) of Chesapeake, VA; nine 
grandchildren and two great grandchildren; several nieces and nephews. 

She is preceded in death by her parents, husband, step-father Charles Decker, a 
sister Sandra Schroeder, and a brother Richard Roche 

Family and friends will be received on Tuesday January 6, 2026, from 2:00PM 
until the time of service in ROSE AND WAID FUNERAL HOME AND 
CREMATORY, INC. 581 CHESTNUT ST. MEADVILLE A Funeral Service will be 
held on Tuesday January 6, 2026, at 4:00 PM in the funeral home. Inurnment will 
be private in St. Agatha’s Cemetery 

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to Vietnam Vets Post# 52, 
13216 Dunham Road. Meadville, PA 16335. 
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Charles "Chuck" P. Damico, Jr. 
August 18, 1931 — November 24, 2025 

Meadville, PA 

 

Charles "Chuck" P. Damico, Jr., 94, of Meadville, passed away 
Monday, November 24, 2025, at Edinboro Manor. 

While still in High School, Chuck enlisted in the US Army on 
March 3, 1950 and served his country until his honorable discharge on March 
25, 1953. He was a member of the 82nd airborne division and was awarded 
the Army of Occupation Medal Japan, Korean Service Medal, W/2 Bronze 
Service Stars, United Nations Service Medal, Combat Inf. Badge Par #5, SO 
#123 HQ 187, RCT, Prcht & GLI Badge, PAR 1 SO 172, HQS TIC. 

 He was instrumental in the creation and completion of the veterans memorial 
in front of the Crawford County Court House.  

I believe it was 1989 when Chuck approached Post 52 because he had an idea 
for a memorial.  He had been to every veterans organization in Crawford 
County seeking help, only to get rejected by all of them.   Post 52 was a very 
new Post at the time, but we took on the project.  The Memorial was erected 
in 1991 and was our first major project.   One of which we are still very 
proud of today.    

Thank you Chuck for your faith in our young organization.   Rest in Peace. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are very excited to announce 3 more life 
members…. 

LIFE MEMBER – Mark Bellini 
LIFE MEMBER – Marshall Lillie 
LIFE MEMBER – Colleen Miller 
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Post Officers for 2026-2027 term were installed at the Christmas Party.   Thank you to 
Tony Digiacomo for installing the new Board and for giving us more words to say at 
once than anyone could remember.    
Pictured left to right:  Tony Digiacomo, Phil Davis, Jim Urquhart, Ken Novosel, Del 
Preston, Sheila Preston and Laurie Davis.   Jack Sheets was  not able to make the 
Christmas Party so he will have to pass a special initiation at the January meeting! 

 
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 
 
 The next Troops packing will be held Tuesday, January 27th at 5:30 pm.   We’d like 
to thank everyone for their tremendous support for the Christmas packing.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special thanks to Rocker Construction of 
Linesville for the support.   
 
Pictured left to right:  Noel Berkley, Kim 
Lengling, Michael Miller.   Both gentlemen 
are Army vets (medics).  Thank you 
gentlemen for your service. 
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Ruth DeJohn & Chuck Provost Tom & Karen Burbidge proudly 
wearing their “ugly” sweaters that 

Karen decorated herself.   They 
were awesome shirts and very 

creative. 

Pictured left to right:  Chris Keller, Lois Kafferlin, Tom 
Kafferlin.  Across from Tom is Barb Pratt and Stan Pratt.   

We almost had to call security on this table!!! 

Wayne & Bobby Gray 

2025 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
As always, the party was a great success and lots of fun.   However, it is a tremendous amount of 
work for the kitchen staff.    Big changes will be made for 2026 – but we promise the same great 

times with great friends. 
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Many, many thanks to Two Times 
Acoustic.   Their music is very relaxing, 

fun to sing to and Kaityln has a voice we 
could have listened to for days. 

Congratulations to Jayne Urquhart for 
winning the “Ugly Sweater” contest.   
Unfortunately – we missed a picture! 

 Pictured left to right Pat & Ruth Tim, Rich and Susan 
Anton, Pete Albaugh and way in the back on the left – 
Melissa Digiacomo (new Post member), MJ and Steve 
Folmar. 
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FROM the VA 
 VA Insurance and the Accelerated Benefit Option 

December 10, 2025, VBA Office of Communication 
VA has announced an amendment to the Servicemembers’ Group Life 
Insurance (SGLI), Family SGLI (FSGLI), and Veterans’ Group Life 
Insurance (VGLI) Accelerated Benefit Option (ABO) regulation. 

This update allows an alternate applicant to apply for an ABO on a member’s behalf, such as when a 
member is medically incapacitated. With accelerated benefits, you can get up to 50% of the face value 
of your coverage in increments of $5,000—paid to you before death. 
This change will: 

• Allow an alternate applicant to apply for the ABO on behalf of a terminally ill member, who is medically 
incapacitated. 

• Authorize a member to apply for the ABO when their insured spouse is terminally ill. 
• Ensure that stepchildren and children, who are 18-22 and in school, are included in FSGLI dependent 

child coverage. 
This change comes as an update to the ABO that’s been in effect since 1998 when only the member 
could apply. Visit VA benefits for more information, or to apply. 
 
 

 

 
Ken Gilmore, Anita 

Lillie, Marshall 
Lillie, Tom and 

Karen Burbidge. 

 

 
 

Jan & Lou Petts.  Behind Jan is Larry 
and Sandy Shaffer.  Beside Lou is 

Conrad Holzer, Rich Littlefield and Mike 
and Kathy Parks. 

https://news.va.gov/?s=insurance
https://news.va.gov/?s=insurance
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/05/2024-28138/servicemembers-group-life-insurance-and-veterans-group-life-insurance-accelerated-benefit-option
https://www.va.gov/life-insurance/totally-disabled-or-terminally-ill/
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Pictured left to right:  Del Preston, Sheila Preston, Phil Davis, Myke Bennett, Theresa Novosel, 
Ken Novosel, Colleen Miller. 

PACKING GIFTS FOR SOLDIERS & SAILORS HOME on a very 
snowy night 

 

 
156 boxes 
ready for 
Santa to 
take to the 
Soldiers 
and Sailors 
Home in 
Erie 

Unfortunately, due to bad weather and a flu outbreak at the Home, our in-person visit did 
not happen.   Perhaps 2026 will be the magic year! 
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FROM the VA 

Veteran homelessness isn’t always visible 
December 22, 2025, Shawn Liu, National 
Homeless Program Manager, VHA Homeless 
Programs Office 

 
 
Recognizing the different ways Veteran homelessness presents and how VA services offer 
pathways to stability 
Homeless doesn’t always mean not having a roof over your head. Homelessness can be 
hidden. 
It can mean frequent moves between friends’ homes, living in a car or short-term stays to 
escape unsafe situations at home. Veterans experiencing homelessness may be parents trying 
to protect their children, individuals sleeping in vehicles or women fleeing domestic violence. All 
face instability that affects their physical health, mental well-being, and ability to move forward. 
Forms of Veteran homelessness 
For some Veteran families, homelessness shows up as house-hopping. Parents and children 
may move frequently between friends or relatives, which can create stress, disrupt routines 
and make it difficult to maintain consistency in employment or schooling. 
Other Veterans may rely on their vehicles as their only form of shelter. Living in a car or van 
often keeps individuals out of sight of traditional support services, making their needs harder to 
identify. 
Rural Veterans face an additional layer of hardship. Limited shelter availability and long travel 
distances to care can leave them isolated from resources that could improve their situation. 
Veteran women fleeing intimate partner violence often experience homelessness in even more 
concealed ways. Many leave their homes with little notice, relying on temporary stays with 
friends or short-term arrangements to remain safe. 
View our infographic on hidden forms of homelessness. 
VA programs that provide pathways to stability 
VA offers a wide range of housing and support services to help homeless Veterans regain 
stability, help and hope. Interim housing programs provide temporary shelter while Veterans 
work toward permanent solutions. Health Care for Homeless Veterans (HCHV)and Grant and 
Per Diem (GPD) programs combine housing with case management and clinical care to 
stabilize Veterans during critical transitions. 
Permanent housing support through HUD-VASH and Supportive Services for Veteran Families 
(SSVF) pairs rental assistance with comprehensive case management. These programs help 
Veterans not only find housing but maintain it long-term, reducing the risk of returning to 
unstable conditions. 
For Veterans impacted by domestic violence, the Intimate Partner Violence Assistance 
Program (IPVAP) is a trauma-informed program providing confidential support, counseling, 
safety planning and referrals to specialized services. 
The Rural Housing Initiative strengthens support for Veterans in remote areas through 
collaborations with USDA and HUD. These partnerships expand access to loans, grants and 
housing assistance tailored to the unique realities of rural living. 
VA outreach teams also play a crucial role, meeting Veterans where they are: on the streets, in 
shelters, or through community partners to connect them with housing, health care and 
employment resources designed to promote lasting stability. 
How you can help connect Veterans to resources 
Everyone can play a role in supporting Veterans experiencing homelessness. If you notice a 
Veteran who may be struggling with housing instability, start by acknowledging their situation 
with compassion and respect. Encourage them to reach out to VA or, with their consent, offer  

https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/docs/HVOSC-1806-Underrepresented-Homelessness-Infographic-508.pdf
https://news.va.gov/?s=homeless+
https://www.va.gov/homeless/hchv.asp
https://www.va.gov/homeless/gpd.asp
https://www.va.gov/homeless/gpd.asp
https://www.va.gov/homeless/hud-vash.asp
https://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf/index.html
https://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf/index.html
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-housing-service


12 
 

 
 
to help make that first connection to the National Call Center for Homeless Veterans at 877-
424-3838. 
Sharing information about available services, creating supportive environments and reducing 
stigma surrounding homelessness can make a meaningful difference in ending Veteran 
homelessness. By recognizing the less visible forms of housing instability and amplifying 
awareness, communities can help ensure no Veteran is left without a safe and stable place to 
call home. 
Learn about VA programs    

• If you are a Veteran who is homeless or at risk for homelessness or need to connect with a 
Veterans justice outreach specialist, call the National Call Center for Homeless Veterans at 
877-424-3838.    

• Visit the VA Homeless Programs to learn about housing initiatives and other programs for 
Veterans exiting homelessness.   

• Get involved with housing homeless Veterans.   
 
 

FROM the VA 
Powered by AI, VA is improving Veteran care experience 
November 20, 2025, Stacie Rivera, Communications 
Specialist, Digital Health Office 

 
 
AI voice tool quietly takes notes so providers can focus on you 
At some VA medical centers, Veterans may notice something new during their appointments: 
Providers are spending more time talking to the patient and less time typing on the computer. 
That’s because VA’s Digital Health Office (DHO) introduced a new artificial intelligence (AI) 
technology, called ambient AI scribe. With the Veteran’s permission, ambient AI scribe works 
quietly in the background, giving VA health care providers more time to focus on what matters 
most: Connecting with Veterans. 
“Veterans said they felt more connected to their provider because they were having a real 
conversation, not talking to someone typing on a computer,” said Donna Hill, director of 
Operations for AI and Emerging Technologies, Digital Health Office. 
Veterans who have already experienced ambient AI scribe agreed, citing the value of human 
connection. As one Veteran told VA, “My provider would look me in the eye and have an actual 
conversation.” 
What is ambient AI scribe technology? 
The ambient AI scribe technology is designed to listen, and it generates progress notes from the 
clinic visit and processes the conversation between the health care provider and the patient. It 
saves time reduces paperwork for the provider, while improving the accuracy of the visit. More 
importantly, it puts the Veteran at the center of care. 

The enterprise pilot will span 10 VA Medical Centers: 
Dallas, TX; East Orange, NJ; Erie, PA; Kansas City, 
MO; Loma Linda, CA; Marion, IL; Miami, FL; Prescott, 
AZ; San Francisco, CA; and Wilmington, DE. 
Dr. Priya Joshi, an internist at the San Francisco VA, 
says the biggest impact of using ambient AI scribe is 
simple: “It lets us give Veterans our full attention 
during the moments that matter most.” 
Providers, like Dr. Joshi, review and edit the notes  

 

https://news.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/11/AmbientAIScribeMap1_r2.png
http://www.va.gov/homeless/
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/featuredarticles/so-you-wanna-house-homeless-Veterans.asp
https://news.va.gov/?s=%22artificial+intelligence%22&post_type%5B%5D=post&post_type%5B%5D=page&search_limit_to_post_titles=0&add_woo_product_skus=0&fs=1
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captured by the ambient AI scribe technology before they are added to the Veteran’s electronic 
health record (EHR). The technology also follows strict privacy and security standards, including 
full compliance with Heath Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). Veterans can 
choose for their providers to use the tool and can opt out at any time. 
Proven benefits 
 
Veteran waits for clinic appointment at the Loma Linda VA Medical Center 
where his provider will use Ambient AI Scribe. 
 
With less time spent typing or dictating notes, providers create a 
more personalized experience for Veterans, leading to better 
communication and overall satisfaction. 
Veterans who participated in the early test sites shared that their 
visits felt more personal, with fewer interruptions and more attention 
from their provider. Some noted that the after-visit summaries 
generated by the ambient AI scribe are clearer and easier to follow. It 
helps them better understand their care plan. 
Most Veterans whose health care provider is using the tool believe 
there will be a positive change in the way they are able to interact with their health care team, 
including better focus and communication with their provider. 
Makes providers’ lives easier, too 
Providers already using ambient AI scribe describe the impact in very human terms. One told VA it 
was the first time in three years they made it home in time for dinner with their family. “We love 
seeing patients and want to take care of our Veterans, but the charting in the Veteran’s medical 
record takes time,” shared one provider. 
Providers say that ambient AI scribe: 
• Reduces after-hours documentation. 
• Helps capture details more accurately. 
• Lowers cognitive load during busy clinic days. 
• Supports clinical decision-making with suggested codes and summaries. 
In other words, ambient AI scribe helps providers spend more time caring for Veterans and less 
time completing administrative tasks. 
Built with Veteran trust in mind 
Veterans benefit from improved face-to-face time with providers as well as improved accuracy of 
documentation in their health records. This work reflects VA’s commitment to enhancing care 
delivery through safe and responsible AI implementation. Many Veterans share a positive outlook 
that the tool enhances service delivery overall, focusing on better patient-provider interactions. 
Veterans whose providers are using ambient AI scribe during their appointment recommend it. 
One provider told VA that “having an accurate record factor into making this the safest experience 
possible.” 
Expanding access: VA is bringing ambient AI scribe technology to a facility near you 
VA launched ambient AI scribe in October 2025 and will expand to all VA medical centers across 
the country in 2026 with one goal in mind: to strengthen the Veteran care experience. 
Visit Explore AI at VA to learn more about VA’s innovative efforts in AI and digital health solutions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://news.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/11/AmbientAIScribeVeteran_LomaLinda_r1.png
https://department.va.gov/ai/


14 
 

 

It’s OKAY to Ask for Help! 
Please utilize this link to sign up and receive updates from the Veterans 

Administration via email and/or text messages: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVA/subscriber/new/ 

CRISIS LINE – Crawford County 
800-315-5721 and Erie County 

800-300-9558 
Suicide Hotline 800-273-8255 IF IMMEDIATE DANGER, CALL 911 

National Resource Directory- www.nrd.gov – online 
directory to services and resources for wounded troops, 

veterans and their families. 
AGENT ORANGE REGISTRY INFORMATION – 412-822-1707 OR 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/benefits/registry-exam.asp 
Herbicide Storage Location Link (OUTSIDE of Vietnam): 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/index.asp 
CRAWFORD COUNTY VETERANS SERVICES OFFICE 

814-333-7314 (phone) OR website information: 
https://www.crawfordcountypa.net/VeteransServices/Pa
ges/home.aspx There is help available 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week: 
The Veterans Crisis Line — Call (800) 273-8255, then press 1. You can also text/chat at 838255. 

Dial 988 then Press 1 for crisis support 24/7! 
Also available is the Women Veterans Call Center, which provides U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs services and resources to women veterans, their families and caregivers. 
You can also chat online anonymously with a call center representative. Call (855) VA-
Women (855-829-6636) 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. on weekdays and 8 to 6:30 Saturdays. Use the same 
number to text. 

 
 
 

The paper edition of Post 52’s News is a quarterly publication.  The email (e-Edition) is issued monthly. 
If you wish to receive a monthly copy, please send your email address to: post52snews@gmail.com 

Paper Edition/Copy Schedule (subject to changes / extra editions): March, June, September, December. 
Email Edition Schedule: January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November, 

December. Submission Deadline for the Post 52 Newsletter is the 28th of each month. Items received after the 28th will be 
held for future  issues, printed as time and space permit, and as appropriate. 

Lion’s Club dinners are listed on our calendar so that members are aware of when we need additional kitchen help; 
our Post caters the dinners for the Lion’s Club. Stop in, lend a hand, and thank the Lion’s Club members for their 
community work 

 
FROM the VA 

Nothing can stop Veteran from daily exercise 
January 3, 2026, David Walter, Public Affairs 
Specialist, Milwaukee VA Medical Center 
There’s power in movement and exercise 
At 101, World War II Veteran George Poleske is blind, hard of hearing 

and mostly needs a wheelchair to get around. But none of that stops him from being as physically 
fit as possible. 
He takes part in physical therapy five days a week at the Milwaukee VA Medical Center, motivated  

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVA/subscriber/new/
https://www.nrd.gov/
https://www.nrd.gov/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/benefits/registry-exam.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/index.asp
https://www.crawfordcountypa.net/VeteransServices/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.crawfordcountypa.net/VeteransServices/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/about/what-is-988/
mailto:post52snews@gmail.com
https://news.va.gov/?s=Milwaukee+VA
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by the special bond he has forged with health technician Mary Kassens. 
Like old friends getting together for coffee, the two chat and smile while going about their routine 
of exercises to keep George healthy. 
During a recent session, Poleske and Kassens talked about his recent bingo wins, the Milwaukee 
Brewers and his tasty lunch—a BLT with everything on it—while he went through his regimen, 
which included walking and balance exercises, as well as some upper body work. 
“We’ll do the walking,” Poleske said as he stood from his wheelchair, grasped the parallel bars and 
walked the length of the path. He then turned to the side and shuffled back. 
“Watch out, Mary; I might run you over,” he said, smiling. 
“You’re looking good, George. You’re doing fine,” Kassens responded. 
As the exercises progressed, Poleske would call out the number of reps. 
“We have fun together, don’t we?” Kassens asked. 
“That’s right,” he said. “We’re fun and friendly. We can talk about anything. And she’s a good 
instructor. She takes good care of me.” 
In fact, it’s that relationship with Kassens— and his commitment to being active—that motivates 
him to exercise each day. 
“It’s something I look forward to. It keeps me motivated. I always perk up for it.” 
Keeping Veterans moving 
Poleske, who lives in the hospital’s Community Living Center, stands as testament to the STRIDE 
program at Milwaukee VA. The national VA program emphasizes movement for hospital patients. 
STRIDE provides hospitalized Veterans with a targeted gait and balance assessment, followed by 
supervised daily walks for the remainder of their hospital stay. 
Instituted at Milwaukee VA in 2020, the program has grown beyond walking to include upper and 
lower extremity exercise, as well as yoga, which helps with flexibility and peace of mind. 
“Keeping Vets mobile and walking daily helps reduce length of stay in hospitals and aids in the 
reduction of falls,” said Isabel Detienne, occupational therapist.m“Deconditioning is a big thing that 
happens in the hospital, so this is one way for us to prevent that and keep them pumping their 
muscles and keep their hearts healthy.” 
Mutually beneficial bond 
Kassens has been working with Poleske for about two years, and they’ve formed a mutually 
beneficial bond. 
“He’s just as motivating for myself to come to work every day,” she said. “I know he’s depending 
on me, and he’s a real joy. He’s always keeping us on our toes. He’s always trying to challenge 
himself to be a little better every day.” 
And Poleske is equally motivating for his fellow Veterans. 
“Many other Veterans look up to George,” Kassens shared. “Oftentimes we hear them saying, ‘If he 
can do it, and look so good, so can we.’” 
And Poleske has advice for fellow Veterans who may be averse to exercise or physical therapy: 
“Don’t give up. Just do the best you can,” he said. “And try to do better today than you did 
yesterday.” 
It’s never too late to apply for the VA health care you’ve earned. If you are a Veteran or know a 
Veteran who has not yet applied for their VA health care benefits, learn how to get started. 

 
This article was originally published on the VA Milwaukee Health care System site and has been 
edited for style and clarity.   

https://www.research.va.gov/research_in_action/STRIDE-program-to-keep-hospitalized-Veterans-mobile.cfm
https://www.research.va.gov/research_in_action/STRIDE-program-to-keep-hospitalized-Veterans-mobile.cfm
https://www.choose.va.gov/health
https://www.va.gov/milwaukee-health-care/stories/age-disability-cant-stop-veteran-from-daily-exercise/
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What’s Happening at Post 52 

 
. 

 February  2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
 

2 Groundhog Day 
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7 SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 
 

8 Super Bowl 
A.B.A.T.E. meeting 
11:30am, location 
TBA 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12 Lions Club  
Dinner, help  
needed 

13  
 

14 Valentine's Day 

 
SATURDAY NIGHT 
DINNER 4-7PM 

15  
 

16 Presidents Day 
Post 52 Monthly 
Meeting  7pm 

17  
 

18 Ash 
Wednesday 
 

19  
 

20  
 

21 SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 

22 Washington's 
Birthday 
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28 SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 

 
 
 
 
 

 March  2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  
1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7 SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 

8 Daylight Saving 
Begins  A.B.A.T.E. 
meeting 11:30am, 
location TBA 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12 Lions Club  
Dinner, help  
needed 

13  
 

14 SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 

15  
 

16 Post 52 
Monthly Meeting  
7pm 

17 St Patrick's Day 
 

18  
 

19  
 

20 Start of Spring 
(Spring Equinox) 
 

21 SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28 Earth Hour 
SATURDAY NIGHT 
DINNER 4-7PM 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 

 

 January  2026  

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 New Year's 

Day 
2  
 

3  NO dinner 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  Lions Club  
Dinner, help  
needed 

9  
 

10  NO dinner 

11  A.B.A.T.E. 
meeting 11:30am, 
location TBA 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 

18  
 

19 Martin Luther 
King Jr. 
Post 52 Monthly 
Meeting  7pm 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 

25  
 

26  
 

27 TROOPS 
PACKING 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  SATURDAY 
NIGHT DINNER 4-
7PM 


	Project Support our Troops
	Details and Dates…..
	 Next meeting January 19th, 2026.  There is no meeting in December.
	Membership Renewal Form
	In Memory of Members:

	Carla J. Muddiman
	December 25, 1944 — December 22, 2025
	Meadville

	August 18, 1931 — November 24, 2025
	Meadville, PA
	FROM the VA
	VA Insurance and the Accelerated Benefit Option
	December 10, 2025, VBA Office of Communication
	VA has announced an amendment to the Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI), Family SGLI (FSGLI), and Veterans’ Group Life Insurance (VGLI) Accelerated Benefit Option (ABO) regulation.
	This update allows an alternate applicant to apply for an ABO on a member’s behalf, such as when a member is medically incapacitated. With accelerated benefits, you can get up to 50% of the face value of your coverage in increments of $5,000—paid to y...
	This change will:
	 Allow an alternate applicant to apply for the ABO on behalf of a terminally ill member, who is medically incapacitated.
	 Authorize a member to apply for the ABO when their insured spouse is terminally ill.
	 Ensure that stepchildren and children, who are 18-22 and in school, are included in FSGLI dependent child coverage.
	This change comes as an update to the ABO that’s been in effect since 1998 when only the member could apply. Visit VA benefits for more information, or to apply.
	FROM the VA
	Veteran homelessness isn’t always visible
	December 22, 2025, Shawn Liu, National Homeless Program Manager, VHA Homeless Programs Office
	Recognizing the different ways Veteran homelessness presents and how VA services offer pathways to stability
	Homeless doesn’t always mean not having a roof over your head. Homelessness can be hidden.
	It can mean frequent moves between friends’ homes, living in a car or short-term stays to escape unsafe situations at home. Veterans experiencing homelessness may be parents trying to protect their children, individuals sleeping in vehicles or women f...
	Forms of Veteran homelessness
	For some Veteran families, homelessness shows up as house-hopping. Parents and children may move frequently between friends or relatives, which can create stress, disrupt routines and make it difficult to maintain consistency in employment or schooling.
	Other Veterans may rely on their vehicles as their only form of shelter. Living in a car or van often keeps individuals out of sight of traditional support services, making their needs harder to identify.
	Rural Veterans face an additional layer of hardship. Limited shelter availability and long travel distances to care can leave them isolated from resources that could improve their situation.
	Veteran women fleeing intimate partner violence often experience homelessness in even more concealed ways. Many leave their homes with little notice, relying on temporary stays with friends or short-term arrangements to remain safe.
	View our infographic on hidden forms of homelessness.
	VA programs that provide pathways to stability
	VA offers a wide range of housing and support services to help homeless Veterans regain stability, help and hope. Interim housing programs provide temporary shelter while Veterans work toward permanent solutions. Health Care for Homeless Veterans (HCH...
	Permanent housing support through HUD-VASH and Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) pairs rental assistance with comprehensive case management. These programs help Veterans not only find housing but maintain it long-term, reducing the risk ...
	For Veterans impacted by domestic violence, the Intimate Partner Violence Assistance Program (IPVAP) is a trauma-informed program providing confidential support, counseling, safety planning and referrals to specialized services.
	The Rural Housing Initiative strengthens support for Veterans in remote areas through collaborations with USDA and HUD. These partnerships expand access to loans, grants and housing assistance tailored to the unique realities of rural living.
	VA outreach teams also play a crucial role, meeting Veterans where they are: on the streets, in shelters, or through community partners to connect them with housing, health care and employment resources designed to promote lasting stability.
	How you can help connect Veterans to resources
	Everyone can play a role in supporting Veterans experiencing homelessness. If you notice a Veteran who may be struggling with housing instability, start by acknowledging their situation with compassion and respect. Encourage them to reach out to VA or...
	to help make that first connection to the National Call Center for Homeless Veterans at 877-424-3838.
	Sharing information about available services, creating supportive environments and reducing stigma surrounding homelessness can make a meaningful difference in ending Veteran homelessness. By recognizing the less visible forms of housing instability a...
	Learn about VA programs  
	 If you are a Veteran who is homeless or at risk for homelessness or need to connect with a Veterans justice outreach specialist, call the National Call Center for Homeless Veterans at 877-424-3838.  
	 Visit the VA Homeless Programs to learn about housing initiatives and other programs for Veterans exiting homelessness. 
	 Get involved with housing homeless Veterans. 
	FROM the VA
	Powered by AI, VA is improving Veteran care experience
	November 20, 2025, Stacie Rivera, Communications Specialist, Digital Health Office
	AI voice tool quietly takes notes so providers can focus on you
	At some VA medical centers, Veterans may notice something new during their appointments: Providers are spending more time talking to the patient and less time typing on the computer. That’s because VA’s Digital Health Office (DHO) introduced a new art...
	“Veterans said they felt more connected to their provider because they were having a real conversation, not talking to someone typing on a computer,” said Donna Hill, director of Operations for AI and Emerging Technologies, Digital Health Office.
	Veterans who have already experienced ambient AI scribe agreed, citing the value of human connection. As one Veteran told VA, “My provider would look me in the eye and have an actual conversation.”
	What is ambient AI scribe technology?
	The ambient AI scribe technology is designed to listen, and it generates progress notes from the clinic visit and processes the conversation between the health care provider and the patient. It saves time reduces paperwork for the provider, while impr...
	The enterprise pilot will span 10 VA Medical Centers: Dallas, TX; East Orange, NJ; Erie, PA; Kansas City, MO; Loma Linda, CA; Marion, IL; Miami, FL; Prescott, AZ; San Francisco, CA; and Wilmington, DE.
	Dr. Priya Joshi, an internist at the San Francisco VA, says the biggest impact of using ambient AI scribe is simple: “It lets us give Veterans our full attention during the moments that matter most.”
	Providers, like Dr. Joshi, review and edit the notes
	captured by the ambient AI scribe technology before they are added to the Veteran’s electronic health record (EHR). The technology also follows strict privacy and security standards, including full compliance with Heath Insurance Portability and Accou...
	Proven benefits
	Veteran waits for clinic appointment at the Loma Linda VA Medical Center where his provider will use Ambient AI Scribe.
	With less time spent typing or dictating notes, providers create a more personalized experience for Veterans, leading to better communication and overall satisfaction.
	Veterans who participated in the early test sites shared that their visits felt more personal, with fewer interruptions and more attention from their provider. Some noted that the after-visit summaries generated by the ambient AI scribe are clearer an...
	Most Veterans whose health care provider is using the tool believe there will be a positive change in the way they are able to interact with their health care team, including better focus and communication with their provider.
	Makes providers’ lives easier, too
	Providers already using ambient AI scribe describe the impact in very human terms. One told VA it was the first time in three years they made it home in time for dinner with their family. “We love seeing patients and want to take care of our Veterans,...
	Providers say that ambient AI scribe:
	 Reduces after-hours documentation.
	 Helps capture details more accurately.
	 Lowers cognitive load during busy clinic days.
	 Supports clinical decision-making with suggested codes and summaries.
	In other words, ambient AI scribe helps providers spend more time caring for Veterans and less time completing administrative tasks.
	Built with Veteran trust in mind
	Veterans benefit from improved face-to-face time with providers as well as improved accuracy of documentation in their health records. This work reflects VA’s commitment to enhancing care delivery through safe and responsible AI implementation. Many V...
	One provider told VA that “having an accurate record factor into making this the safest experience possible.”
	Expanding access: VA is bringing ambient AI scribe technology to a facility near you
	VA launched ambient AI scribe in October 2025 and will expand to all VA medical centers across the country in 2026 with one goal in mind: to strengthen the Veteran care experience.
	Visit Explore AI at VA to learn more about VA’s innovative efforts in AI and digital health solutions.
	It’s OKAY to Ask for Help!
	Please utilize this link to sign up and receive updates from the Veterans Administration via email and/or text messages: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVA/subscriber/new/
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