
17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - JULY 29, 2018 
 
SUNDAY'S READINGS - EXCERPTS TO PLACE IN YOUR COMMUNICATIONS 
First Reading: 
"For thus says the LORD, 
'They shall eat and there shall be some left over.'" (2 Kgs 4:43b) 
Psalm: 
The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. (Ps 145) 
Second Reading: 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all. (Eph 4:5-6) 
Gospel: 
Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, 
and distributed them to those who were reclining, 
and also as much of the fish as they wanted. (Jn 6:11) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES - ENGAGE PARISHIONERS IN DAILY MASS AND PRAYER 
Readings for the Week of July 29, 2018 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 
Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [9]/Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18 [17d]/Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [5a]/Mt 13:47-53 
Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34 [14c]/Mt 14:1-12 
Next Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54 [24b]/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35 
Observances for the Week of July 29, 2018 
Sunday: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
Tuesday: St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
Wednesday: St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
Thursday: St. Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop; St. Peter Julian Eymard, Priest 
Friday: - - - 
Saturday: St. John Vianney, Priest 
Next Sunday: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
July 29, 2018 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Have you ever wanted to be part of something bigger? Even the most independent among us likes to make changes and have an 
impact on others. In this Sunday's Gospel reading, Jesus demonstrates one of his most iconic miracles -- the multiplication of the 
loaves. It is a sign of the institution of the Eucharist, when we are fed not by bread but by the Body of Christ. 
In the stories of ancient pagan gods, mighty deeds were done entirely under the gods' own power. Mortals may have offered sacri-
fices to start the chain of events, but they played little role in the miraculous works themselves. Jesus is entirely different. The mul-
tiplication of the loaves is a prime example not only of Jesus' power over nature, but of the way he equips his disciples.  
First, Jesus asks Philip a question "to test him." Jesus has seen the crowds and "he himself knew what he was going to do," but he 
wants his disciples to start thinking about the problem and its solution. Andrew offers a suggestion, though he isn't confident in it. 
"There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so many?" Jesus honors Andrew's sugges-
tion, takes the offered loaves, and delegates the Apostles to bring order to the crowd. When the crowd has been fed, the Apostles 
"gather the fragments left over." In the process, they discover with wonder that bread has been produced in super abundance. 
In the sacraments, God works through simple matter to make grace real in our lives. He works in and through us as well. Are you 
facing problems that could have spiritual solutions? Is there a need in your parish or community that you could meet? Whatever 
our hesitancies, Jesus honors our simple loaves and fishes. He invites us to participate in his generous work of redemption, just as 
we are.  
 



LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Living the Gospel does not require much. In fact, less is sometimes more. Simple gestures or random acts of kindness can have unim-
aginable results and change lives. It is easy to believe that we do not have what it takes to make a difference, but we do! The key is 
to learn how to be grateful for the little gifts you possess and share them freely and abundantly. It does not take much to satisfy the 
hungers of the human heart or mend the wounds of sorrow and pain. All we need to know is that God is with us. All people need to 
know is that we are with them. God provides the rest. Truly be present to those you meet this week and offer them your most pre-
cious gift, the gift of yourself.  
 
 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
You sit down at a restaurant and order drinks and an appetizer. Then you order an entrée with a salad. When all of that has been 
consumed, you order a dessert. You leave after having had a good time, but your pants don't fit so well now. You are so full you re-
gret ordering all those courses. Your eyes were bigger than your stomach. You ordered what you wanted and not what you needed. 
In our daily lives, we find ourselves wanting many things. We desire outcomes and good fortunes that we think will make all the 
difference. However, oftentimes when we receive these things, we only find ourselves wanting more. Worse yet, if we do not get 
them, we can see our lives as incomplete.  
God always provides what we need. It may not be what we want. Our eyes can deceive us into believing that what we receive is not 
enough to fulfill us. If we trust in God and seek to only live with what sustains us rather than dive into excess, we will find that we are 
happier, healthier, and at peace. No one should ever make himself or herself feel overcome by too much of anything. God knows 
what we need even if we cannot see it for ourselves. 
 
-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
 
 
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK - INVITE PARISHIONERS TO REFLECT AND RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE 
First Reading 
The prophet Elisha performed a feeding miracle in the name of the Lord 700 years before the birth of Christ. What does this teach us 
about Divine Providence?  
Second Reading 
Paul speaks of the marks of a Christian life: humility, gentleness, patience, and love. How well do you live to this standard of the 
faith? 
Gospel Reading 
We hear John's account of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes by Jesus. Why do you think this is the only miracle in common 
between all four evangelists?  
 
 
CATHOLIC QUOTES - WORDS TO INSPIRE THE FAITHFUL 
Go to the Lord very simply. With the surrender of a small child. 
-St. Peter Julian Eymard 
 
 
WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED 
Question:  
What is the difference between mortal and venial sin? 
 
Answer: Sin is a deliberate thought, word, action, or omission contrary to God's law. Since the beginnings of the Church, sin has been 
distinguished by its gravity. "Grave matter" is traditionally defined by the Ten Commandments. If a person commits a grave sin with 
full knowledge of the action's evil and with the complete consent of their will, this is a mortal sin. The effects of mortal sin are grave -
- the loss of sanctifying grace, which can be restored by a fresh outpouring of God's mercy in the sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
Venial sin does not fit one or more of these conditions (for example, a less serious matter still freely chosen or grave matter com-
mitted while under force or ignorance of God's law). The effects of venial sin -- while still damaging to the human heart and human 
society -- are less severe. Even so, smaller sins build habits, which can obstruct our growth in virtue. When we are serious about fol-
lowing Jesus, we should do our best to avoid all sin, whether large or small! 


