Stanistaw Lesniewski
On the Foundations of Mathematics, Chapter IV

Source: Mereology OPM Notebook 1, pp. 1-28. Original in the Archives of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. Most likely this work was done between 1946 and 1949 when
Sobocinski was in Brussells.

Original publication: “Rozdzial TV: O “Podstawach ogélney teoryi mnogosci. 1.”,”
(Chapter IV: On foundations of the general theory of sets), Przeglad Filozoficzny, 31 (1928),
261-291.

English translation: Stanistaw Lesniewski: Collected Works (1992), pp. 227-263.
This chapter is entitled “On “Foundations of the General Theory of Sets. I”.

Leéniewski published a long paper entitled “O podstawach matematyki” (On the foun-
dations of mathematics, briefly OPM), in XI chapters, containing several versions of his
Mereology. At the time of publication, Le$niewski was not comfortable with formal no-
tation and so expressed the theses and derivations in ordinary (Polish) language. In this
notebook Sobociriski has translated this material into symbolic form. Such a translation
has never been published.

This is Lesniewski’s first development of Mereology. It is based on part as a primitive
term, with two axioms, two definitions, and then two more axioms. There are 48 theorems.
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