Lesniewski’s Foundations of Mathematics

Sobocifiski’s first position in the United States was in Saint Paul, Minnesota, at
the College of Saint Thomas. He was only there for the spring semester of 1949-1950.
During that semester he gave several talks.” This one has no title, but I have entitled it
“Lesniewski’s Foundations of Mathematics.” It is an undated double spaced typescript
that appears to be two lectures (pp. —11 and 12—26).

This is an introductory presentation on Le$niewski’s three systems: Protothetic,
Ontology, and Mereology. Sobocifiski lists three things that Lesniewski wanted for his
systems; comments such as this have not been included in Lesniewski’s publications
or other papers about the system. He gives numerous examples and an explanation of
semantic categories and the rules for definitions. There are no deductions except for
a sketch of the equivalence of bivalence and extensionality. Even higher epsilons are
mentioned.

I The other manuscript is entitled “Philosophy Seminar” and is in three parts. It deals with the
history of logic.
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