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James Weldon Johnson
1871 — 1938

John Rosamond Johnson
1873 — 1954

any people are surprised

to learn that “Lift Ev’ry

Voice and Sing” was first
written as a poem. Created by
James Weldon Johnson, it was
performed for the first time by
500 school children in celebra-
tion of President Lincoln’s
Birthday on 12, 1900 in Jack-
sonville, Florida. The poem
was set to music by James’
brother, John Rosamond
Johnson, and soon adopted by
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) as its official
song. Today “Lift Ev’ry Voice
and Sing” is one of the most
cherished songs of the African
American Civil Rights Move-
ment and is often referred to as
The Negro National Anthem.
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Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing

The Negro National Anthem

Lyrics by James Weldon Johnson, Diplomat, Journalist and Songwriter
Music by John Rosamond Johnson, Composer and Actor

Lift ev’ry voice and sing,

Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list'ning skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chast’ning rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who hast by Thy might,

Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand,

True to our God,

True to our native land.
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Dayton Unit of the NAACP
54th Inauguration Ceremony

St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church
2262 North Gettysburg Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45406
Thursday, January 12, 2023 at 6:30 P.M.

Emcee/Host Letitia Perry, News Anchor, WHIO-TV

4da B. Wells

Community Servants Call To Action Rev. Renard D. Allen, Jr., Pastor MISSION STATEMENT
Matthew 25:32-46  St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church OF THE NAACP

The mission of the National

The National Anthem “The Star Spangled Banner”
Minister John Burg, Recording Artist

Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People
(NAACP) is to ensure the

The Negro National Anthem “Lift Evry Voice and Sing” political, educational, social
Minister John Burg, Recording Artist and economic equality of
rights of all persons and to
The Welcome Mattie P. White eliminate racial hatred and
First Vice President-elect racial discrimination.
The Purpose Willie A. Terrell, Jr. VISION STATEMENT
® Third Vice President-elect OF THE DAYTON UNIT ®
NAACP
Civic Engagement Charge Tom M. Roberts, Former Ohio Senator The Vision of the Dayton Unit
To The Community Second Vice President-elect NAACP is to fulfill the Dream
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Words of Expressions TiAja Perry, President by capitalizing on the second
Ohio Conference NAACP “A” of the NAACP, which

stands for Advancement.

Youth and College Division

Dr. Derrick L. Foward © 2007
The Oath of Office Administered by The Honorable Helen Wallace
Administrative Judge
Montgomery County Juvenile Court

National Theme

This Is

Musical Selection Minister John Burg, Recording Artist
& fecording Power!
Presidential Inaugural Address The Honorable Dr. Derrick L. Foward
President Local Theme
°
Prayer For Community Leaders District Elder Scott Logan, Pastor un den I ub’ e
and Benediction Christ Temple Apostolic Faith Church Po wer.,

Exodus 18:19-23

Reception immediately following the Ceremony in the Sylvester Walker Fellowship Hall.
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OFFICERS OF THE
DAYTON UNIT NAACP

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

YOUTH ADVISORS

YOUTH PRESIDENTS

PRESIDENTIAL
INAUGURAL
COMMITTEE 2023

NAACP DAYTON
COMMUNITY HUB
1732 West First Street
Dayton, Ohio 45402
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Dayton Unit of the NAACP
54th Inauguration Ceremony

St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church

“Where There Is Unity, There Is Strength”

2262 North Gettysburg Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45406

Thursday, January 12, 2023 at 6:30 p.M.

The Honorable Dr. Derrick L. Foward, 34th President
Dayton Unit NAACP « Founded May 10, 1915

Leon W. Russell
Chairman
NAACP NBD

Derrick Johnson
President and CEO
NAACP

Tom M. Roberts
President
Ohio Conference NAACP

Dr. Derrick L. Foward
President
Dayton Unit NAACP

Dr. Derrick L. Foward
President

Mattie P. White
First Vice President

Tom M. Roberts
Second Vice President

Willie A. Terrell, Jr.
Third Vice President

Clair M. Thompson
Secretary

Tiwona L. Branham
Treasurer

Lauretta Williams
Assistant Secretary

Harvey C. Bolden
Assistant Treasurer

Rev. Renard D. Allen, Jr.
Stacey D. Benson-Taylor
Rev. Dr. Herman E. Branham
Chris R. Cortner

Charlsie Edmonson
Eric L. Ellington, Sr.
Rev. Dr. David I. Fox
Gary J. Leppla, Esq.

Cedric L. McGhee
David L. Montgomery
Ayokunle O. Ogunduyile
Derrick Scales, Sr.

William T. Spear

Kayelin L. Tiggs

Dinah M. Williams

Rev. Arthur L. Williams, Jr.

Lu Dale JoAnn Lovelace-Hill Pamela D. Sloan Roland Winburn
Pamela D. Sloan Dr. Derrick L. Foward Tiwona L. Branham John McGee
Dr. Derrick L. Foward

Ja’Shawn W. Gurley Jaela M. Robinson Malachi Gibson TiAja Perry
President President President President

Littlejohn Junior
NAACP Youth Council

Dayton NAACP
Youth Council

Move Foward Thurgood
Marshall NAACP HSC

Central State University
NAACP College Chapter

Letitia Perry, Emcee/Host
DATV, Videographer

Kenny Wilkinson, Photographer
Dr. William L. Pettiford I, Publication Designer

Littlejohn Junior NAACP Youth Council

Dayton NAACP Youth Council

Move Foward Thurgood Marshall NAACP HSC
Central State University NAACP College Chapter
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