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“Where There Is Unity, There Is Strength”

October 21, 2019

Honorable Helen Wallace

Judge

Montgomery County Juvenile Division
380 W. Second St.

Dayton, Ohio 45402

Dear Judge Wallace,

On behalf of the Dayton Unit of the NAACP, | write to share our input regarding an
incident publicized as a “head-butting of a referee” at a local high school football game
on August 31, 2019. The 17-year-old player involved is a student at Dunbar High School
in Dayton, who was upset after the officials penalized him with a personal foul for
shoving another player during the season-opening game, the Dayton Daily News
reported. His team was already losing 23-8 in the second quarter to Roger Bacon High
School from Cincinnati, according to the newspaper. Dunbar had already, in the second
quarter, been penalized 12 times, and the player was reacting to a personal foul penalty
called on him.

The young man, unnamed in the media, appears to have angrily stepped towards an
official, with a teammate partially between himself and the official. The young man
swung his head toward apparently the official and made contact with the official’s head.
Media reports indicate that Dayton Public Schools have taken action, the legislature has
taken action, and the Ohio High School Athletic Association is investigating. This has
event become national news, including a recent article in USA Today. The young man
made a very bad, emotional decision, and is already charged with a second-degree
felony, we are told. Sending the youth to adult court, as the high profile, very public
statements from the Montgomery County prosecutor suggest, to face more publicity and
greater life altering consequences, is in our view excessive.

While we could never excuse this conduct, the context of the incident, including the
youth of the individual, the emotions involved, and the competitive circumstances
should all be considered in our view. The youth clearly lost control of his emotions.
These matters are best left to the Juvenile Court in our view, which is specifically
designed to take all such factors into account with youthful offenders.


https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/local-education/police-state-investigating-dunbar-incident-dayton-schools-apologize/SX3CUtT5iAZEoemoTaB9xH/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/local-education/police-state-investigating-dunbar-incident-dayton-schools-apologize/SX3CUtT5iAZEoemoTaB9xH/
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The safety of the community is not at risk, and there is no reason to believe that this young athlete is not
subject to appropriate sanctions and rehabilitation within the juvenile system. We, again, do not minimize
the gravity of the situation, but this is not a premeditated assault, or a criminal plan, but rather is a terrible,
but spontaneous and emotional, mistake. We believe in the juvenile court system and support your efforts
there to deal with this individual.

We appreciate your consideration in advance.

Have a Blessed Year of 2019!!!

Your community servant,

Ntk ks Do

Dr. Derrick L. Foward
President
Dayton Unit NAACP

cc: Montgomery County Prosecutor Mathias H. Heck, Jr.
Administrative Judge Anthony Capizzi
Dayton Unit NAACP Executive Committee Members



