
Common Illnesses in Llamas & Alpacas

Llamas and alpacas, while hardy animals, are still susceptible to various illnesses and health 

issues. Recognizing the signs of illness early and providing proper care are crucial for 

maintaining the health and well-being of these animals. Below are some common illnesses 

and health problems that can a�ect llamas and alpacas:

Bloat (Gastric Dilatation)

Description: Bloat is a serious condition where there is an accumulation of gas in the 
stomach or intestines, often caused by sudden dietary changes, overeating, or stress. It's 
more common in alpacas due to their sensitive digestive systems.
Symptoms: Abdominal distention, discomfort, lethargy, reduced appetite, and 
sometimes di�culty breathing. In severe cases, the animal may collapse or show signs of 
shock.
Treatment: Immediate veterinary intervention is necessary, as bloat can be life-
threatening. Treatment may involve passing a stomach tube, medications to relieve gas, 
and possibly surgery in severe cases. Preventing sudden diet changes and managing 
feeding schedules can help prevent bloat.

 Parasites (Internal and External)

Description: Llamas and alpacas are vulnerable to both internal parasites (e.g., 
gastrointestinal worms, coccidia) and external parasites (e.g., lice, mites, ticks).
Symptoms: Weight loss, diarrhea, poor coat condition, lethargy, and sometimes visible 
sores or scabs on the skin (for external parasites). Internal parasites can lead to anemia 
and dehydration.
Treatment: Deworming medications and treatments for external parasites prescribed by 
a veterinarian are essential for managing parasitic infestations. Regular fecal tests should 
be conducted to monitor parasite loads and determine the appropriate treatment.

Respiratory Infections (Pneumonia)

Description: Respiratory infections are common in llamas and alpacas, often triggered by 
environmental stressors such as cold weather, poor ventilation, or exposure to damp 
conditions.
Symptoms: Coughing, nasal discharge, labored breathing, and fever. In severe cases, the 
animal may show signs of lethargy, loss of appetite, and poor performance.
Treatment: Antibiotics and anti-inflammatory medications prescribed by a veterinarian 
are necessary for bacterial pneumonia. Keeping the animals in a well-ventilated, dry 



environment and minimizing stress are important for prevention.

Fungal Infections (Ringworm)

Description: Ringworm is a fungal infection that can a�ect the skin and coat of llamas 
and alpacas, causing circular patches of hair loss and crusty, scaly skin.
Symptoms: Hair loss, circular lesions with scaly or crusty patches, itching, and 
inflammation. The infected areas are typically confined to the skin.
Treatment: Fungal infections can be treated with antifungal creams, sprays, or oral 
medications prescribed by a veterinarian. Maintaining a clean environment and proper 
grooming can help prevent the spread of ringworm.

Colic (Abdominal Pain)

Description: Colic refers to abdominal pain, which can result from digestive 
disturbances, such as gas buildup, impaction, or even infections in the gut.
Symptoms: Restlessness, rolling or kicking at the belly, refusal to eat, and in severe cases, 
the animal may exhibit signs of shock or collapse.
Treatment: Colic requires immediate veterinary attention. Treatment may involve pain 
management, fluids, and sometimes surgery if an impaction or severe blockage is 
present. Ensuring a proper diet and regular exercise can help prevent colic.

 Pinkeye (Conjunctivitis)

Description: Pinkeye is a common eye condition in llamas and alpacas, often caused by 
bacteria or viruses. It can also occur due to dust, irritants, or injury.
Symptoms: Redness, swelling, discharge, squinting, and excessive tearing in one or both 
eyes. The a�ected animal may also rub its eyes or appear uncomfortable.
Treatment: Veterinary care is essential for treating pinkeye, as antibiotics or antiviral 
medications may be necessary. In some cases, eye drops or ointments may be prescribed 
to reduce inflammation and treat the infection. Proper management of the environment 
can help prevent recurrence.

Listeriosis (Circling Disease)

Description: Listeriosis is a bacterial infection caused by Listeria monocytogenes that 

can a�ect llamas and alpacas, often as a result of consuming contaminated feed or water.
Symptoms: Neurological symptoms such as circling, tilting of the head, lack of 
coordination, and drooling. In severe cases, it can lead to paralysis or death.
Treatment: Antibiotics can be used to treat listeriosis, but early intervention is essential. 
If left untreated, the disease can be fatal. Ensuring proper hygiene and feeding practices 
can reduce the risk of infection.

Mastitis (Inflammation of the Udder)

Description: Mastitis is an infection or inflammation of the udder, commonly caused by 
bacterial infections. It’s more common in female llamas and alpacas that are lactating.



Symptoms: Swelling, redness, or heat in the udder, a decrease in milk production, and 
sometimes painful or di�cult milking. The milk may also appear clumpy or discolored.
Treatment: Mastitis is treated with antibiotics prescribed by a veterinarian. In some 
cases, milking the a�ected udder regularly may help remove infected milk. Preventing 
mastitis involves maintaining good hygiene and milking practices.

 Pregnancy Toxemia (Ketosis)

Description: Pregnancy toxemia is a metabolic disorder that typically occurs in pregnant 
or very young female llamas and alpacas, especially those carrying multiple o�spring.
Symptoms: Loss of appetite, lethargy, weight loss, and signs of dehydration. In severe 
cases, the animal may show neurological signs, such as weakness or uncoordinated 
movement.
Treatment: Early intervention is crucial, and treatment often involves providing glucose 
and electrolytes to the a�ected animal. In some cases, a cesarean section or induction of 
labor may be necessary. Proper nutrition during pregnancy is essential to prevent 
pregnancy toxemia.

 Cushing’s Disease (Pituitary Dysfunction)

Description: Cushing’s disease, or pituitary dysfunction, is a hormonal disorder that 
occurs when there is an overproduction of cortisol. It is more common in older llamas 
and alpacas.
Symptoms: Excessive thirst, frequent urination, a rough coat, weight gain, lethargy, and 
muscle weakness. The animal may also develop excessive panting and have trouble 
regulating its temperature.
Treatment: Treatment typically involves medications to regulate cortisol levels, along 
with supportive care. Although there is no cure, the condition can be managed with 
veterinary guidance.

 Laminitis (Founders)

Description: Laminitis is a painful condition that a�ects the hooves, often caused by 
metabolic disorders, sudden changes in diet (such as a high-grain diet), or infections.
Symptoms: Lameness, di�culty walking, heat in the hooves, and a reluctance to move. In 
severe cases, the hooves may become deformed.
Treatment: Laminitis requires prompt veterinary care. Treatment may involve pain 
management, hoof care, and adjustments to the diet. Preventing laminitis involves a 
balanced diet, regular hoof care, and avoiding overfeeding.

Llamas and alpacas are generally hardy animals, but they can experience a variety of illnesses 

that can a�ect their health and well-being. Regular veterinary check-ups, proper nutrition, 

and maintaining a clean and stress-free environment are key factors in preventing many 

common illnesses. Early detection and treatment of any health concerns are vital for 

ensuring the longevity and quality of life of these animals. If you notice any changes in 

behavior, appetite, or physical condition, consulting with a veterinarian is essential.




