SERVICES

Importance of Preventative Care for your Pets

Vaccination Practices
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Vaccinating your pets is one of the most important steps in ensuring their health and well-
being. Vaccines protect pets from a variety of serious, potentially life-threatening diseases,
help prevent the spread of infections to other animals, and can even protect humans in some
cases. Here's why vaccinating your pets is so important:

Protection Against Serious Diseases

e Preventing Life-Threatening Illnesses: Vaccines are designed to protect pets from
dangerous diseases, such as parvovirus in dogs, feline leukemia virus (FeLV) in cats, and
rabies, all of which can be fatal if left untreated.

e Common Vaccines:

o Dogs: Vaccines protect against diseases like distemper, canine parvovirus, rabies,
adenovirus, leptospirosis, bordetella (kennel cough), and Lyme disease.

o Cats: Vaccines protect against feline calicivirus, feline herpesvirus (rhinotracheitis),
panleukopenia, and rabies, among others.

Preventing the Spread of Disease

e Community Health: Vaccinating your pet not only protects them but also helps protect
other animals. Some diseases, like rabies, can spread to other animals (and even
humans). By vaccinating your pet, you reduce the risk of these diseases spreading in your
community.

e Herd Immunity: When most pets in an area are vaccinated, it creates "herd immunity,"
which makes it harder for diseases to spread, even to those animals that might not be
vaccinated (such as those with compromised immune systems).

Cost-Effective Care

e Preventing Expensive Treatments: Treating a pet for a vaccine-preventable disease can
be costly, with treatment for diseases like parvovirus or feline leukemia potentially
running into the thousands of dollars. Vaccinating your pet up front is far more
affordable than treating a serious illness.

e Long-Term Health Savings: Vaccines protect your pet from illnesses that could require
expensive ongoing treatments or result in long-term health complications.

Compliance with Local Laws and Regulations



e Rabies Vaccination: Rabies vaccination is not only critical for your pet's health but also
required by law in many places. Rabies is a zoonotic disease, meaning it can spread from
animals to humans, so keeping your pet's rabies vaccine up to date is crucial to protect
both them and the public.

e Travel Requirements: If you plan to travel with your pet, especially internationally, many
countries require proof of certain vaccinations before allowing entry. Keeping your pet's
vaccines current is necessary to avoid quarantine or travel restrictions.

Protection for Young and Senior Pets

e Puppies and Kittens: Vaccination is especially critical for puppies and kittens, as their
immune systems are still developing. Early vaccinations help protect them while their
immune system matures. These early vaccines can prevent diseases that are highly
contagious and can cause significant harm.

e Senior Pets: Older pets may have a weakened immune system, making them more
susceptible to infections. Keeping vaccines up to date helps ensure that your senior pet
is protected against preventable diseases.

Helping to Prevent Unnecessary Euthanasia

e Preventing Fatal Illnesses: Some diseases, like rabies, parvovirus, and distemper, can be
fatal or result in lifelong complications. Vaccines can prevent these diseases, ensuring
that your pet does not have to suffer or face the risk of euthanasia due to a preventable

illness.
Keeping Your Pet Social and Active

e Prevents Social Isolation: Vaccinated pets are safer to take to dog parks, boarding
kennels, and grooming salons, where they may encounter other animals. Keeping your pet
vaccinated helps them remain social and active without the risk of catching contagious

diseases.
Protection for Other Animals in the Household

e Multifamily Pets: If you have more than one pet, vaccinating one pet can help protect the
others. For example, a vaccinated dog is less likely to bring home a contagious disease
that could affect another pet in the household.

e Species-Specific Vaccines: Vaccinating cats, dogs, and other pets according to their
species-specific needs ensures each pet is protected from the diseases they are most
likely to encounter.

Peace of Mind

e Reduced Worry: Knowing that your pet is protected against serious diseases can bring
peace of mind. Regular vaccinations can reduce anxiety about preventable diseases and

allow you to focus on providing your pet with the best care possible.

Maintaining a Long, Healthy Life



e Enhanced Longevity: Vaccinated pets tend to live longer, healthier lives because they are
less likely to contract serious illnesses. Preventing exposure to viruses and bacteria
ensures that your pet's immune system stays strong.

Vaccinating your pet is one of the most responsible actions you can take as a pet owner. It not
only protects your pet from a range of serious diseases but also helps protect other animals
and the community at large. The cost of vaccinations is far outweighed by the benefits of
disease prevention, long-term health, and compliance with local regulations. Talk to your
veterinarian about a vaccination schedule that's right for your pet, and make sure to stay up
to date with booster shots to keep them safe throughout their life.

Heartworm, Flea, & Tick Prevention

Heartworm, flea, and tick prevention are crucial components of responsible pet ownership.
These parasites can cause significant harm to pets, leading to serious health issues and even
death. Ensuring your pet is protected against these pests is not only important for their well-
being but also for the safety of other animals and people. Here's why it's essential to
prioritize prevention:

Heartworm Prevention

e What is Heartworm?

Heartworms are parasitic worms that are transmitted through mosquito bites. They can
grow up to a foot long and reside in the heart, lungs, and blood vessels of affected pets,
leading to severe and often fatal consequences.

e Health Risks of Heartworms:

o Severe damage to the heart and lungs: As heartworms multiply, they cause
inflammation, blockages, and damage to vital organs.

o Heart failure: In advanced cases, heartworm disease can cause the heart to fail,
leading to collapse and death.

o Chronic health issues: Even if the heartworms are treated, the damage to the heart
and lungs may result in long-term health problems.

e Prevention:

o Medications: Monthly oral or topical preventatives are highly effective in protecting
pets against heartworm disease. Some products also protect against other parasites
like fleas and ticks.

o Routine testing: Even if you give preventative medication, it’s important to have your
pet tested for heartworms annually to ensure they haven’t been infected.

e Why It's Important: Heartworm disease is preventable, yet once your pet contracts it,
treatment is expensive, complicated, and potentially dangerous. Prevention is far more
cost-effective and safer.

Flea Prevention



e What are Fleas?

Fleas are tiny, blood-sucking parasites that can cause a wide range of health problems in
pets, including intense itching, skin infections, and allergic reactions.
e Health Risks of Fleas:

o Flea Allergic Dermatitis (FAD): Many pets are allergic to flea saliva, which causes
severe itching, skin inflammation, hair loss, and secondary infections.

o Anemia: In severe infestations, fleas can cause anemia (low red blood cell count) by
feeding on your pet's blood, leading to weakness, lethargy, and even organ failure in
extreme cases.

o Tapeworms: Fleas can transmit tapeworms if your pet accidentally ingests an infected
flea while grooming.

e Prevention:

o Flea Medications: There are numerous flea control products available, including
topical treatments, oral medications, flea collars, and sprays. These products kill fleas
and prevent them from laying eggs.

o Environmental Control: Fleas can infest your home, so it's essential to treat your
home and yard as well. Vacuuming regularly, washing your pet's bedding, and using
flea treatments for the home can help reduce flea populations.

e Why It's Important: Fleas are not only uncomfortable for your pet but also pose serious
health risks, especially if your pet has an allergy or a severe infestation. Preventing fleas
keeps your pet happy and healthy.

Tick Prevention

e What are Ticks?

Ticks are parasitic arachnids that attach to your pet’s skin and feed on their blood. They
are often found in grassy, wooded, or bushy areas and can transmit dangerous diseases.
e Health Risks of Ticks:

o Lyme Disease: Caused by bacteria transmitted by ticks, Lyme disease can lead to
symptoms such as fever, loss of appetite, joint pain, and kidney damage.

o Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever: Another bacterial disease transmitted by ticks, it can
cause fever, lethargy, loss of appetite, and sometimes death if untreated.

o Ehrlichiosis and Anaplasmosis: These tick-borne diseases affect the pet's immune
system, potentially causing symptoms like fever, lameness, and bleeding disorders.

e Prevention:

o Tick Repellents: Topical and oral preventatives can repel ticks before they latch onto
your pet. Some flea and tick products provide dual protection against both fleas and
ticks.

o Regular Inspections: After walks in wooded or grassy areas, check your pet for ticks.
Remove ticks promptly to reduce the risk of disease transmission.

o Environmental Control: Keeping your yard free from tall grasses and brush can help
reduce tick populations. You can also treat your yard with tick repellents for added
protection.

e Why It's Important: Ticks are vectors for several serious diseases that can harm your pet,
some of which can also affect humans. Prevention is crucial to avoid these risks and keep
both your pet and family safe.



Why Prevention is Better Than Treatment

e Cost-Effective: The cost of monthly preventatives is much lower than the cost of treating
diseases like heartworm, Lyme disease, or flea-related illnesses, which can require
extensive veterinary care.

e Safer for Your Pet: Treating heartworm, tick-borne diseases, or flea infestations can be
painful and risky for your pet, involving long-term treatment or surgery. Preventing these
conditions is a much safer and less stressful option.

e Protects Other Animals: Preventing parasites helps protect not just your own pet but
other pets in your household or community. For example, fleas can easily spread to other
animals, and tick-borne diseases can be transmitted to humans, too.

Impact on Your Home and Family

e Fleasinthe Home: Fleas don’t just stay on your pet; they can infest your home, causing
discomfort for everyone. Fleas are challenging to get rid of once they’ve spread through
your home.

e Ticks and Disease: Certain tick-borne diseases can also affect humans. Protecting your
pet from ticks reduces the risk of exposure for the entire family.

e Peace of Mind: Knowing your pet is protected from these dangerous parasites provides
peace of mind for you as a pet owner. You can enjoy walks, playtime, and outdoor
activities without worrying about your pet’s health.

Heartworm, flea, and tick prevention are essential for maintaining your pet's health and
quality of life. These parasites can cause severe diseases, discomfort, and even death, but the
good news is they are preventable. By using appropriate preventatives, regularly checking
your pet for parasites, and keeping your environment free of infestations, you can protect
your pet from the dangers of these pests. Prevention is far easier and more cost-effective
than treatment, ensuring your pet lives a long, healthy, and happy life.



