
Intro Ferret Care Manual 101

Ferrets are intelligent, playful, and social animals that can make wonderful pets. However, 

they do require specific care to thrive. This manual will guide you through the essential 

aspects of caring for ferrets, covering their diet, housing, health, grooming, and overall well-

being.

Housing & Living Environment

Ferret Cage:

Size: The cage should be large enough for your ferret to move around, play, and sleep 
comfortably. A minimum of 24" x 24" x 18" is recommended for one ferret, but larger is 
better if you have multiple ferrets.
Levels: Ferrets enjoy climbing, so look for a multi-level cage that provides vertical space.
Bedding: Use soft bedding materials like fleece, but avoid cotton or shavings, as they can 
irritate their respiratory system. Change bedding regularly to maintain cleanliness.
Litter Box: Ferrets can be litter trained, so provide a litter box with a low edge. Use a non-
clumping, dust-free litter (avoid clay-based litters).
Temperature: Ferrets are sensitive to extreme temperatures. Keep them in a cool, well-
ventilated area (65-75°F or 18-24°C). Avoid hot or drafty locations.
Toys: Ferrets are active and love to play. Provide a variety of toys, tunnels, hammocks, 
and climbing structures to keep them entertained.

Free Roaming:

Ferrets should have several hours of supervised playtime outside of their cage each day. 
They are very curious and can get into trouble if left unsupervised.
Ferret-proof your home to prevent access to harmful areas (such as electrical cords, 
vents, or small spaces where they might get stuck).

Diet & Nutrition

Ferrets are obligate carnivores, meaning they require a meat-based diet for proper health.

Commercial Food:

Choose high-quality, meat-based ferret food that contains at least 30-40% protein and 
15-20% fat. Avoid foods with fillers like corn and soy.
You can find specialized ferret food at pet stores, or you may use high-quality kitten food 
in a pinch.



Fresh Meat & Treats:

Fresh meat can be offered, such as raw or cooked chicken, turkey, or lamb (no bones or 
skin).
Occasionally, you can offer small amounts of organ meats (like liver) or eggs, but not too 
often as they are high in fat.
Limit sugary or dairy-based treats, as ferrets can have trouble digesting them.

Fresh Water:

Always provide fresh water in a water bottle or bowl. Change the water daily to ensure it 
stays clean.

Feeding Schedule:

Ferrets typically eat 3-4 small meals per day. You can free-feed kibble if you’re away 
during the day, or feed them at specific times to establish a routine.
Avoid feeding them high-carb or plant-based food (such as fruits or vegetables), as it is 
hard for ferrets to digest.

Health Care & Veterinary Needs

Routine Vet Checkups:

Ferrets should visit a vet at least once a year for a health checkup. Routine exams are 
essential to monitor their overall health and detect any illnesses early.

Vaccinations:

Distemper: Ferrets should receive the distemper vaccine, as this disease is often fatal.
Rabies: In areas where rabies is a concern, ferrets should also be vaccinated for rabies.

Parasite Prevention:

Flea & Tick Control: Ferrets are prone to fleas and other parasites, so use safe, ferret-
approved flea treatments if necessary.
Deworming: Ferrets can get intestinal worms, so regular deworming (as prescribed by 
your vet) is recommended.

Spaying/Neutering:

It is highly recommended to spay or neuter ferrets if you are not breeding them. Female 
ferrets (jills) that are not spayed can develop a life-threatening condition called 
hyperestrogenism, and unneutered males (hobs) can exhibit aggressive behavior.

Common Health Problems:

Adrenal Disease: Caused by tumors or hyperplasia in the adrenal glands, common in 
older ferrets.



Insulinoma: A tumor in the pancreas that causes low blood sugar, leading to weakness 
and seizures.
Respiratory Infections: Ferrets are prone to respiratory illnesses, so ensure they are kept 
in a clean environment.
Gastrointestinal Problems: Ferrets can suffer from vomiting, diarrhea, or constipation, 
especially if they ingest foreign objects or poor-quality food.

Grooming & Hygiene

Bathing:

Ferrets don’t need frequent baths, but you should bathe them occasionally, about once a 
month, or if they become particularly dirty.
Use a ferret-specific shampoo, as regular pet shampoos may irritate their skin.

Nail Trimming:

Ferret nails grow quickly, so trim them every 2-4 weeks. Be careful not to cut the quick 
(the pink area inside the nail), as this can cause bleeding.

Ear Cleaning:

Ferrets can develop ear mites or wax buildup. Check their ears weekly, and clean them 
using a ferret-safe ear cleaner.

Teeth Care:

Ferrets can suffer from dental issues like tartar buildup or gum disease. Brush their teeth 
regularly with a small toothbrush and ferret-safe toothpaste, or provide dental chews to 
help keep their teeth clean.

Socialization & Behavior

Social Creatures:

Ferrets are social animals that thrive on interaction. They need regular attention, 
playtime, and mental stimulation.
It’s often a good idea to have more than one ferret so they can interact and entertain 
each other. However, be sure to introduce them properly to avoid aggression.

Playtime:

Ferrets are playful and mischievous, so provide them with plenty of toys, tunnels, and 
opportunities to explore.
They also enjoy games like hide-and-seek, retrieving toys, or chasing after balls.

Litter Training:

Ferrets are relatively easy to litter train. Place a litter box in the corner of their cage, and 
they will likely start using it.



Clean the litter box frequently to avoid odor buildup and maintain good hygiene.

Common Ferret Behavior Issues

Biting:

Ferrets may nip, especially when they are young, during play, or if they feel threatened. 
Use positive reinforcement to train them not to bite.

Digging & Scratching:

Ferrets love to dig and may scratch at the ground or bedding. This behavior is natural, but 
if it becomes excessive, try providing more stimulating activities or digging boxes.

Ferret “Funky” Smell:

Ferrets have a distinctive odor, which is more pronounced if they are unneutered or 
unspayed. Spaying or neutering can help reduce the smell. Regular cleaning of their cage 
and bedding also helps manage odor.

 Important Tips

Supervision: Always supervise your ferret when they are outside their cage. They can get 
into mischief quickly!
Health Monitoring: Watch for signs of illness, such as changes in appetite, behavior, or 
litter box habits. If you notice anything unusual, consult a vet.
Ferret-Proofing: Ensure your home is ferret-proofed—close off small spaces, and remove 
hazards like electrical cords or toxic substances.

By following this care manual, you can help to ensure that your ferret lives a happy, healthy, 

and fulfilling life. Ferrets are wonderful companions that require attention and care, but the 

bond you form with them will make it all worthwhile!


