SERVICES

Caring for your Pet Pig

Pet pigs, particularly the popular miniature or pot-bellied pigs, can be wonderful companions
with the right care and attention. However, they have specific needs and require a lot of
responsibility. This care manual will guide you through all the essential aspects of caring for

your pet pig.

BROW ‘&/&E’TERINARY

Choosing the Right Pig

Before adopting a pet pig, it's important to understand that pigs are not small dogs. They can
grow to be much larger than many people expect, especially if they are improperly marketed
as "miniature." Many pigs can reach 100-200 pounds when fully grown, although some
miniature breeds may stay smaller. Always ensure you’re adopting a pig from a reputable
source, and do proper research on the breed you’re considering.

Housing Requirements

Pigs need space to move around, root, and explore. A comfortable environment is essential
for their well-being.

e Indoor Space: If you plan to keep your pig indoors, ensure they have access to a spacious
area (a large room or a dedicated space). Pigs are intelligent and curious animals, so you
will need to provide them with plenty of toys and activities to prevent boredom.
Consider pet-proofing your home (e.g., covering electrical outlets and keeping cords out
of reach).

e Outdoor Space: If you have a yard or outdoor area, pigs love to root and dig. They will
need a secure, fenced-in area that allows them to explore safely. Pigs can be surprisingly
adept at finding ways to escape, so ensure the fencing is high enough (at least 4 feet) and
buried in the ground to prevent them from digging under.

e Shelter: Pigs need a warm, dry, and safe area to sleep. Provide a clean, comfortable
shelter with bedding such as straw, hay, or soft blankets. They are susceptible to the cold,
so you may need to provide extra warmth during colder months (e.g., heat lamps or
heating pads in outdoor enclosures).

Diet and Nutrition

Proper nutrition is critical to your pig's health. Overfeeding or providing the wrong diet can
lead to obesity and other health problems.



Commercial Pig Food: Look for high-quality pig pellets or feeds formulated specifically
for pigs. These are designed to provide balanced nutrition.

Fresh Vegetables and Fruits: Pigs enjoy fresh vegetables such as carrots, peas, and leafy
greens, along with fruits like apples (without seeds), bananas, and watermelon. However,
these should be offered in moderation to prevent weight gain.

Avoid Human Junk Food: Avoid feeding your pig processed human food, especially foods
high in sugar, salt, and fat. These can lead to obesity, diabetes, and other health issues.
Water: Always provide access to fresh, clean water. Pigs can be prone to dehydration, so
it’s important they have constant access to water.

Treats: Use healthy treats such as pieces of fruit, vegetables, or commercial pig treats.
Make sure treats are given in moderation and balanced with their regular diet.

Exercise and Mental Stimulation

Pigs are highly intelligent and active animals that need both physical and mental stimulation.
Without proper enrichment, they can become bored, which may lead to behavioral issues
such as rooting indoors, digging, or chewing on furniture.

e Exercise: If you have an outdoor area, let your pig roam and root around. Pigs love to dig,

and it's important to let them engage in this natural behavior. If you're keeping them
indoors, provide toys, playtime, and activities to keep them active.

Training: Pigs are very smart and can be trained to follow commands like sit, stay, and
come. Positive reinforcement methods (treats, praise) work best. Training helps prevent
undesirable behaviors and keeps their minds active.

Toys and Enrichment: Pigs enjoy puzzle toys, balls, and items that they can interact with
or chew. Try different types of toys to see what your pig prefers, and make sure to rotate
them regularly to keep things interesting.

Health Care

Just like any other pet, pigs require regular veterinary care.

Veterinary Checkups: Schedule annual veterinary checkups to monitor your pig's overall
health. Pigs can develop a variety of health issues, such as obesity, joint problems, or skin
conditions.

Vaccinations: Pigs may need vaccines, depending on the region and the veterinary care in
your area. Discuss with your vet the appropriate vaccinations for your pig.

Parasite Control: Pigs can suffer from parasites like worms and fleas. Your vet can
recommend a parasite prevention regimen that includes deworming treatments.

Hoof Care: Pigs' hooves grow continuously and will need regular trimming to avoid
overgrowth, cracking, or pain. Schedule hoof trimming with a professional farrier or
veterinarian every few months.

Obesity Management: Overfeeding pigs is a common mistake that leads to obesity, which
can cause arthritis, heart disease, and other health problems. Keep your pig’s weight in
check by adjusting their diet and exercise levels.

Spaying and Neutering: Like other pets, it's recommended to spay or neuter your pig to
prevent unwanted behavior and health problems, especially aggression.



Hoof Care for Pet Pigs

Hoof care is an essential part of keeping your pet pig healthy, as their hooves can grow
continuously, and improper care can lead to painful conditions, infections, and mobility
issues. Just like horses, pigs require regular hoof trimming to maintain healthy feet and
prevent complications. Pigs' hooves are critical for their overall health, as they support the
animal’s weight and allow them to walk, run, and root comfortably. Overgrown hooves can
lead to a variety of problems:

e Lameness: Overgrown hooves can affect your pig’s gait, causing limping, soreness, or
difficulty walking.

e Infections: Excessive moisture or debris can accumulate in overgrown hooves, leading to
infections like hoof rot.

e Deformities: Untrimmed hooves can grow in irregular shapes or cause your pig's feet to
twist, leading to discomfort or joint issues over time.

When to Trim Hooves

e Young Pigs: Baby pigs, especially those in their early years, may require hoof care less
frequently. However, it’s still important to monitor their hooves as they grow to ensure
they don’t become overgrown.

e Adult Pigs: Most adult pigs will need their hooves trimmed every 6 to 8 weeks. The
frequency may vary based on the pig's activity level, diet, and the surfaces they walk on.

e Older Pigs: Senior pigs may require more frequent hoof care, as arthritis or other joint
issues can cause them to walk differently, potentially leading to uneven hoof growth.

Signs Your Pig Needs Hoof Care

e Lameness: If your pig is limping or favoring one leg, it could be a sign that their hooves
need attention.

e Uneven Hooves: If the hooves are uneven or overgrown, it can cause discomfort and
affect the pig’s movement.

e Cracked or Splitting Hooves: Hooves that are dry, cracked, or splitting are more
susceptible to infections. Proper trimming can help prevent these issues.

e Sore or Inflamed Feet: If you notice your pig’s feet are red, swollen, or inflamed, this can
indicate infection, requiring immediate veterinary care.

Hoof Care Tips

e Dryness: Ensure that your pig’s hooves are kept dry to avoid conditions like hoof rot,
which can occur in damp environments. If you live in a wet area, make sure to clean and
dry your pig's hooves regularly.

e Proper Flooring: Pigs kept in a muddy or wet area are at higher risk for hoof problems. If
you’re housing your pig outdoors, make sure they have access to dry, stable areas for
walking and resting. Gravel or concrete surfaces are easier on their hooves than wet dirt
or mud.

e Regular Checkups: Even if you are trimming your pig’s hooves yourself, it’s important to
schedule regular checkups with a veterinarian or farrier who specializes in pigs. They can



spot any issues that you might miss and provide professional care if needed.

Hoof Health Troubleshooting

e Hoof Rot: This is a common condition caused by wet, unsanitary conditions. Signs
include a foul smell, soft or swollen hooves, and discharge from the hooves. If you notice
these symptoms, seek veterinary help immediately.

e Cracked Hooves: If a pig’s hooves crack, it can be painful and lead to infections. Keeping
the hooves dry and trimming them regularly can help prevent cracking.

e Overgrown Hooves: If hooves are left untrimmed for too long, they can grow abnormally
and lead to pain or lameness. Regular trimming will help prevent overgrowth.

If you're unsure about trimming your pig’s hooves or suspect a hoof-related health issue,
don’t hesitate to call a veterinarian or professional farrier who has experience with pigs. Hoof
care is a delicate task, and it's better to seek help than risk injuring your pig by trying to trim
their hooves incorrectly.

Socialization and Behavior

Pigs are social animals and need plenty of interaction with their human family and other pets.
They can become lonely or anxious if left alone for long periods.

e Social Needs: Pigs enjoy the company of other pigs, and if you’re considering getting
more than one, make sure to provide a social environment. However, pigs can also bond
closely with their human families and enjoy companionship from other animals (like dogs
or cats) if properly introduced.

e Signs of Stress or Anxiety: Pigs can become stressed or anxious due to changes in their
environment, lack of social interaction, or inadequate mental stimulation. Signs include
squealing, destructive behavior, or withdrawal. Provide a consistent environment and
lots of attention to keep them comfortable.

e Behavioral Training: Consistent training with positive reinforcement will help your pig
learn the rules of the house. Pigs are intelligent and can be trained to use a litter box or
go outside to relieve themselves.

Grooming
Pigs have thick skin that needs regular grooming, especially to prevent skin issues.

e Bathing: Pigs don't require frequent baths, but you should bathe them occasionally to
keep their skin clean. Use pet-safe shampoos and ensure they are thoroughly dried after
baths.

e Skin Care: Pigs' skin can be prone to sunburn, so if they are outside for extended periods,
consider applying a pet-safe sunscreen or providing shade.

e Brushing: Regular brushing helps remove loose hair and dirt. Miniature pigs may shed
seasonally, so brushing is a good way to manage their coat.

Understanding Common Health Issues in Pet Pigs



e Obesity: One of the most common health problems in pet pigs is obesity. This can be
prevented with a balanced diet and regular exercise.

e Arthritis: Older pigs or overweight pigs may develop arthritis. Regular exercise and weight
management are key in preventing this condition.

e Skin Issues: Pigs are susceptible to skin infections, especially if they get wet and are not
dried properly. Keep an eye out for signs of itching, redness, or sores.

e Respiratory Infections: Pigs can develop respiratory infections, particularly if they are
kept in damp, poorly ventilated areas. Keep their living space dry and well-ventilated.

Caring for a pet pig requires time, dedication, and responsibility, but the rewards are
immeasurable. By providing a safe, comfortable, and stimulating environment, you can help
ensure that your pet pig remains happy, healthy, and a beloved member of your family.
Regular veterinary care, a balanced diet, exercise, mental stimulation, and social interaction
are the key pillars of responsible pig ownership. With the right care, your pet pig can live a
long and fulfilling life.



