
Common Illnesses in Chickens

Chickens, like all animals, can be susceptible to various illnesses that affect their health and 

productivity. Here are some of the most common illnesses in chickens:

Sour Crop

Symptoms: A swollen, distended crop (a storage pouch for food), foul-smelling breath, 
lethargy, and sometimes vomiting or regurgitation.
Cause: Sour crop is caused by an imbalance in the normal bacteria in the crop, often due 
to overfeeding, eating spoiled food, or infections like Candida (a yeast infection).

Treatment:
First aid: Fast the chicken for 12-24 hours to allow the crop to empty and reduce 
fermentation.
Medication: Anti-fungal treatment if caused by yeast infection (such as Nystatin).

Supportive care: Offering fresh water with electrolytes and probiotics to restore 
balance in the digestive system.
Preventive care: Ensure the chickens have access to clean, fresh food, and water, and 
avoid overfeeding or feeding them moldy or spoiled food.

If sour crop is left untreated, it can lead to more severe conditions such as dehydration or 

even death, so it's essential to address the symptoms early.

Respiratory Infections (Infectious Bronchitis, CRD)

Symptoms: Sneezing, coughing, nasal discharge, wheezing, and difficulty breathing.
Cause: Caused by various bacteria or viruses, such as Mycoplasma gallisepticum or the 

Infectious Bronchitis virus.
Treatment: Antibiotics for bacterial infections, but viral infections are harder to treat. 
Supportive care is essential.

Egg-Binding

Symptoms: Lethargy, straining to lay eggs, swelling in the abdomen, and sometimes 
death.
Cause: When a hen’s egg gets stuck in the reproductive tract, often due to nutritional 
issues, stress, or other health problems.
Treatment: Can include providing calcium, hydration, and sometimes veterinary 
intervention.



 Salmonella

Symptoms: Diarrhea, lethargy, and sometimes death in severe cases.
Cause: A bacterial infection that can be spread by infected food, water, or contact with 
feces.
Prevention: Proper sanitation, vaccination, and handling practices.

Internal Parasites (Worms)

Symptoms: Weight loss, diarrhea, pale combs, and general weakness.
Cause: Parasitic worms, including roundworms, tapeworms, and gapeworms.
Treatment: Deworming with proper medication to specific parasite infestation and 
maintaining clean living conditions.

Bumblefoot (Pododermatitis)

Symptoms: Swelling, sores, or abscesses on the feet, limping.
Cause: Bacterial infection often caused by injury or unsanitary living conditions.
Treatment: Cleaning the wound, applying antibiotics, and ensuring a clean environment.

Lice and Mites

Symptoms: Feather loss, itching, and restlessness in chickens.
Cause: External parasites, such as lice, mites, or fleas.
Treatment: Regular treatment with insecticides and maintaining cleanliness in the coop.

Prevention Tips:

Maintaining a clean living environment (preventing the spread of parasites and bacteria).
Providing a balanced diet with adequate nutrients.
Regular health checks and monitoring for any signs of illness.

If you notice symptoms of illness in your chickens, it's crucial to isolate any affected birds 

and seek veterinary advice.


