SERVICES

Caring for Your New Kitten

Bringing a new kitten into your home is an exciting and rewarding experience. Kittens are
playful, affectionate, and full of energy, but they also require specific care to ensure they
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grow up healthy, happy, and well-adjusted. This manual provides essential guidance on caring
for your new kitten, from preparing your home to feeding, training, health care, and
socialization.

1. Preparing Your Home for Your New Kitten

Why It’s Important: A safe and welcoming environment is key to helping your kitten settle
into their new home. This is where they will learn, play, and grow, so it’s essential to create a
space that’s safe, comfortable, and enriching.

Creating a Kitten-Friendly Space:

e Safe Sleeping Area: Set up a quiet, cozy area where your kitten can sleep. A soft bed or
blanket in a quiet, warm corner works well. This space should be free of hazards and have
access to food, water, and a litter box.

e Litter Box: Ensure the litter box is easily accessible and placed in a quiet, private area. It
should be large enough for your kitten to move around comfortably. Use a non-clumping
litter if your kitten is very young (under 4 months old) to avoid ingestion risks.

e Kitten-Proofing: Like a toddler, kittens are naturally curious and will explore everything.
Ensure your home is kitten-proof by securing any potentially dangerous items like
electrical cords, toxic plants, small objects, or cleaning supplies that might be harmful if
ingested.

Essential Supplies:

e Food and Water Bowls: Invest in shallow bowls that are easy for your kitten to access.
Stainless steel or ceramic bowls are best, as they are more hygienic than plastic.

e Scratching Posts and Toys: Kittens need to scratch to keep their claws healthy. Provide
scratching posts or pads and a variety of toys, such as balls, feathers, or interactive toys,
to keep them entertained and help prevent destructive behavior.

e Carrier: You’ll need a carrier for trips to the vet or other outings. Make sure it’s secure,
comfortable, and large enough for your kitten to move around in.

2. Feeding Your Kitten



Why It’s Important: Kittens have high energy needs due to their rapid growth, so feeding
them a balanced, nutritious diet is critical to their health and development.

Types of Food:

e Kitten-Specific Diet: Kittens have different nutritional needs than adult cats, so it’s
important to feed them food specially formulated for kittens. These foods contain the
right balance of protein, fat, and other nutrients necessary for healthy growth and
development.

o Wet Food: Wet food can be easier for kittens to eat and provides them with additional
moisture, which is important for their hydration. Choose high-quality kitten wet food.

o Dry Food: Dry food is also an option and can help keep your kitten’s teeth clean. You
can feed a combination of both wet and dry food for variety.

e Feeding Schedule: Kittens have small stomachs, so they need to eat more frequently
than adult cats.

o Young Kittens (8 weeks to 6 months): Feed your kitten 3-4 times per day.
o Older Kittens (6 months to 1 year): Reduce feeding to 2-3 times per day.

e Water: Always provide fresh water to your kitten. This helps with hydration, especially if

feeding dry food.

Portion Control:

e Follow the portion recommendations on the food packaging based on your kitten’s age
and weight. Overfeeding can lead to obesity, so it’s important to monitor your kitten’s
growth and body condition.

3. Health Care and Vaccinations

Why It’s Important: Regular health care is essential for your kitten's development and for
preventing illnesses. Vaccinations, deworming, and routine vet visits will help keep your kitten
healthy and protected from common diseases.

First Vet Visit:

e Scheduling a Vet Appointment: It’s crucial to schedule a visit to the vet shortly after
bringing your kitten home. The vet will perform a health check, deworming, and ensure
the kitten is up to date on vaccinations. If your kitten hasn’t been spayed or neutered,
discuss the option with your vet.

e Vaccinations: Your kitten will need a series of vaccinations starting at around 8 weeks of
age, including vaccinations for feline distemper (panleukopenia), feline herpesvirus,
calicivirus, and rabies. Follow your vet’s recommended schedule.

e Deworming: Kittens are often born with internal parasites, so regular deworming is
important. Your vet will help you set up a deworming schedule.

Parasite Prevention:

e Flea and Tick Control: Discuss flea and tick prevention with your vet, especially if your
kitten will have outdoor access. Your vet may recommend topical treatments or oral



medications to prevent fleas, ticks, and other parasites.

e Spaying/Neutering: Discuss the appropriate time for spaying or neutering your kitten
with your vet. Typically, this procedure is done around 5-6 months of age, but your vet
will provide guidance based on your kitten's health.

4. Socialization and Training

Why It’s Important: Kittens are highly impressionable, and early socialization is key to raising
a well-behaved, confident adult cat. Proper training and socializing will help prevent
behavioral issues in the future.

Socializing Your Kitten:

e Handling and Playtime: Begin handling your kitten gently from the moment you bring
them home. Hold them in your lap, pet them, and provide positive reinforcement with
treats. Gradually introduce them to different people, sounds, and environments to help
them become accustomed to various stimuli.

e Other Pets: If you have other pets, introduce them slowly and carefully. Early, positive
interactions with other animals will help your kitten grow up to be comfortable around
other pets.

e Exposure to New Experiences: Introduce your kitten to common household activities,
such as vacuuming, music, or children, to help them become well-adjusted and less
fearful of normal household noises.

Litter Box Training:

e Training Your Kitten: Most kittens instinctively know how to use the litter box, but it’s
important to keep the box clean and accessible. Place your kitten in the litter box after
meals, naps, and playtime to help them associate the box with the proper behavior. If
accidents occur, clean the area thoroughly to prevent future accidents.

Scratching:

e Providing Scratching Posts: Kittens have a natural instinct to scratch. Providing
appropriate scratching posts and pads will help protect your furniture and allow your
kitten to develop healthy scratching habits.

e Training to Use Scratching Posts: Encourage your kitten to use the scratching posts by
placing them in areas where your kitten likes to scratch and rubbing the posts with catnip
to attract them.

5. Grooming Your Kitten

Why It’s Important: Regular grooming helps keep your kitten's coat clean, reduces shedding,
and is an opportunity to check for signs of skin problems or parasites. It also helps strengthen
the bond between you and your kitten.

Brushing:



e Coat Care: Kittens generally enjoy being brushed, especially when introduced to it early.
Long-haired kittens, like Persians, require more frequent brushing (2-3 times per week) to
prevent mats and tangles, while short-haired kittens only need occasional brushing.

e Nail Trimming: Kittens will need their nails trimmed regularly. Use special cat nail clippers
and be cautious not to cut too close to the quick (the pink part of the nail).

Bathing:

e Bathing Your Kitten: Most kittens don’t need regular baths unless they get into
something sticky or dirty. If you must bathe your kitten, use a cat-specific shampoo and
make sure to dry them thoroughly afterward.

6. Ensuring a Long, Happy Life for Your Kitten

Why It’s Important: Providing continuous care and attention as your kitten grows into an
adult cat is essential for their long-term health and happiness.

e Regular Vet Visits: Keep up with annual or semi-annual vet visits to monitor your kitten’s
health and prevent common issues as they mature.

e Enrichment: Continue providing new toys and activities to keep your kitten stimulated
and entertained as they grow. Interactive play and exploration are important for mental
and physical health.

e Love and Attention: Kittens thrive on love and attention. Spend quality time with them,
offering affection, playtime, and quiet companionship.

Caring for a new kitten requires patience, consistency, and love. By creating a safe home,
feeding them a nutritious diet, ensuring they receive the necessary health care, and providing
the right environment and socialization, you’ll help your kitten grow into a healthy, well-
adjusted adult cat. With your care, your kitten will thrive, becoming a cherished member of
your family for years to come.



