
Common Illnesses in Hampsters & Guinea Pigs

Common Illnesses in Hamsters and Guinea Pigs

Both hamsters and guinea pigs are popular small pets, but like all animals, they are prone to 

certain health issues. Many of these illnesses can be prevented with proper care, such as a 

balanced diet, clean living conditions, and regular health monitoring. Below are some 

common illnesses seen in hamsters and guinea pigs:

Respiratory Infections

Description: Respiratory infections are common in both hamsters and guinea pigs, often 
caused by bacteria or viruses. Poor living conditions, drafts, or stress can exacerbate 
these infections.
Symptoms: Sneezing, wheezing, nasal discharge, coughing, labored breathing, and 
lethargy. In severe cases, animals may show signs of distress and a decrease in appetite.
Treatment: Respiratory infections require prompt veterinary attention. Antibiotics or 
antiviral treatments may be prescribed. Keeping the pet in a clean, dry, and stress-free 
environment helps prevent future infections.

Diarrhea and Digestive Issues

Description: Both hamsters and guinea pigs can suffer from gastrointestinal issues, often 
due to dietary imbalances, stress, or bacterial infections.
Symptoms: Watery, soft stools, lack of appetite, lethargy, and weight loss. In guinea pigs, 
diarrhea can quickly lead to dehydration, which is especially dangerous.
Treatment: Immediate veterinary care is needed, especially for guinea pigs, as they are 
prone to dehydration. Treatment often includes fluid therapy and antibiotics if a 
bacterial infection is the cause. A proper, high-fiber diet can help prevent digestive 
issues.

Wet Tail (Hamsters)

Description: Wet tail is a serious condition in hamsters, often caused by stress or 
bacterial infections (Lawsonia intracellularis). It affects the gastrointestinal system, 

causing severe diarrhea and dehydration.
Symptoms: Watery diarrhea, a wet, matted tail, lethargy, and decreased appetite. The 
condition can progress rapidly and be fatal if not treated promptly.
Treatment: Wet tail requires immediate veterinary attention. Hamsters may need 
antibiotics, fluids, and supportive care. Ensuring a clean, stress-free environment is key 



to preventing this disease.

Scurvy (Guinea Pigs)

Description: Scurvy is a vitamin C deficiency, which is especially common in guinea pigs 
because they cannot produce their own vitamin C. It can lead to serious health problems 
if left untreated.
Symptoms: Lethargy, swollen joints, bleeding gums, rough coat, and loss of appetite. In 
severe cases, guinea pigs may develop internal bleeding or experience difficulty moving.
Treatment: Treatment involves vitamin C supplementation through diet (fresh fruits and 
vegetables like bell peppers) or vitamin C drops. Providing fresh food that contains 
adequate amounts of vitamin C is essential for prevention.

Abscesses and Skin Infections

Description: Abscesses and skin infections can occur in both hamsters and guinea pigs 
due to injuries, bites, or poor living conditions. They may be caused by bacteria or fungal 
infections.
Symptoms: Swelling, redness, discharge, and a visible lump or wound. The pet may also 
show signs of pain or discomfort when the area is touched.
Treatment: Veterinary treatment may involve draining the abscess and administering 
antibiotics. Keeping the pet's living space clean and avoiding injury can help prevent 
infections.

Ear Infections (Hamsters and Guinea Pigs)

Description: Ear infections can occur in hamsters and guinea pigs due to bacteria, mites, 
or poor hygiene. Guinea pigs are particularly prone to ear issues due to their long, floppy 
ears.
Symptoms: Scratching at the ears, head tilting, discharge from the ear, or signs of pain. In 
severe cases, the animal may exhibit a loss of balance or coordination.
Treatment: Ear infections require a veterinarian’s attention, where cleaning, medication 
(usually antibiotics or anti-fungal treatments), and sometimes mite treatments may be 
necessary.

Bladder Stones (Guinea Pigs)

Description: Guinea pigs are prone to developing bladder stones due to an excess of 
calcium in their diet or genetics. These stones can cause painful urination or blockages.
Symptoms: Difficulty urinating, blood in the urine, frequent urination, or straining. The 
guinea pig may also become lethargic or show signs of pain.
Treatment: Bladder stones often require surgical removal, especially if there is a 
blockage. Providing a proper diet with a balanced calcium intake can help prevent this 
condition.

 Mites and Other External Parasites



Description: External parasites, such as mites, lice, or fleas, can infest both hamsters and 
guinea pigs, leading to itching, skin irritation, and hair loss.
Symptoms: Scratching, biting, visible parasites on the skin, hair loss, and sores. Guinea 
pigs may also show signs of lethargy or discomfort.
Treatment: Anti-parasitic treatments, such as medicated shampoos, sprays, or oral 
medications, prescribed by a veterinarian are required. Keeping their living space clean 
and regularly grooming the pets helps prevent infestations.

Tumors and Cysts

Description: Both hamsters and guinea pigs are susceptible to benign and malignant 
tumors or cysts, especially as they age.
Symptoms: Lumps or swelling under the skin, changes in behavior, difficulty eating, or 
weight loss. The size and location of the tumor will determine the symptoms.
Treatment: Treatment may involve surgery to remove the tumor or cyst. In some cases, 
no treatment is necessary if the tumor is benign and not causing discomfort. Regular vet 
check-ups are essential for early detection.

Overgrown Teeth (Guinea Pigs and Hamsters)

Description: Overgrown teeth can occur in both hamsters and guinea pigs, especially if 
they are not given enough material to chew on, like hay or chew toys. This is particularly 
common in guinea pigs with their continuously growing teeth.
Symptoms: Drooling, difficulty eating, weight loss, and tooth misalignment. In severe 
cases, the animal may refuse to eat altogether.
Treatment: A veterinarian may need to trim the overgrown teeth. Providing proper dental 
care through chewing on hay, fresh vegetables, and safe chew toys is key to preventing 
overgrown teeth.

Keeping hamsters and guinea pigs healthy requires attention to their diet, living conditions, 

and regular check-ups. Many illnesses can be prevented by providing proper care, 

maintaining cleanliness, and monitoring for early signs of illness. If your pet shows any 

unusual signs or behaviors, it’s important to consult a veterinarian who specializes in small 

animals for proper diagnosis and treatment.


