
Common Illnesses in Ferrets

Ferrets, like any pet, can be prone to various health issues. Here's a list of some common 

illnesses in ferrets:

 Adrenal Disease

Symptoms: Hair loss (especially around the tail), increased aggression or behavioral 
changes, weight loss, and an enlarged abdomen.
Cause: Typically caused by overproduction of sex hormones due to a tumor or 
hyperplasia in the adrenal glands. This condition is especially common in older ferrets.
Treatment: Can include surgery to remove tumors or medications to manage hormone 
production.

Insulinoma

Symptoms: Lethargy, weakness, shaking, drooling, seizures, and in severe cases, collapse.
Cause: A tumor on the pancreas that causes an overproduction of insulin, leading to low 
blood sugar (hypoglycemia).
Treatment: Surgical removal of the tumor is often recommended, along with medication 
to help control blood sugar levels. Diet changes are also essential.

 Gastrointestinal Problems

Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, lack of appetite, and lethargy.
Cause: Can be caused by infections (bacterial or viral), foreign bodies, or stress. Ferrets 
have sensitive digestive systems.
Treatment: Treatment depends on the underlying cause and may include medications, 
changes in diet, and possibly surgery if there is a blockage.

 Urinary Tract Infections (UTIs)

Symptoms: Straining to urinate, frequent urination, blood in the urine, and sometimes, 
accidents outside the litter box.
Cause: Bacterial infections in the urinary tract, which can be caused by poor hygiene, 
stress, or other underlying health conditions.
Treatment: Antibiotics prescribed by a veterinarian are usually effective in treating UTIs.

Ear Mites or Ear Infections



Symptoms: Scratching at the ears, head shaking, dark discharge, and foul odor from the 
ears.
Cause: Ear mites or bacterial/yeast infections.
Treatment: Anti-parasitic medications for ear mites, or antibiotics and antifungals for 
bacterial or yeast infections.

Hairballs (Trichobezoars)

Symptoms: Vomiting, coughing, and in severe cases, lethargy or loss of appetite.
Cause: Ferrets groom themselves frequently and may ingest too much hair, leading to 
hairballs in the digestive tract.
Treatment: Regular grooming and a diet high in fiber can help prevent hairballs. Laxatives 
or other treatments may be used in severe cases.

The "Ferret's Bloat" (Gastric Dilatation-Volvulus)

Symptoms: Distended abdomen, discomfort, vomiting, and lethargy.
Cause: Often caused by excessive gas in the stomach or intestinal torsion, it is a medical 
emergency.
Treatment: Immediate veterinary care is needed, and surgery may be required to correct 
the condition.

Fleas and Other External Parasites

Symptoms: Scratching, hair loss, and visible fleas or flea dirt on the ferret's fur.
Cause: Fleas, mites, and ticks can affect ferrets, especially if they go outdoors or are in 
contact with other animals.
Treatment: Flea treatments specifically designed for ferrets, such as topical or oral 
medications, and regular cleaning of their living space.

Pyometra (Uterine Infection)

Symptoms: Discharge from the vagina, lethargy, loss of appetite, and increased thirst and 
urination.
Cause: A bacterial infection of the uterus, typically affecting unspayed female ferrets.
Treatment: Surgery to spay the ferret and remove the infected uterus. Immediate 
veterinary attention is needed.

Prevention and Care:

Regular Vet Visits: Routine checkups and vaccinations (especially for distemper) are 
crucial.
Diet: Provide a high-protein diet that’s specially formulated for ferrets.
Clean Environment: Maintain a clean living space, with regular bedding changes and 
proper hygiene practices to reduce the risk of infections.

It's important to be vigilant and notice any changes in behavior or physical condition. Early 

intervention can often make a significant difference in treating many of these illnesses.




