SERVICES

BROW ‘&/&E’TERINARY

Benefits of Spaying/Neutering Rabbits

Spaying (removing the ovaries and uterus of female rabbits) and neutering (removing the
testes of male rabbits) are important aspects of rabbit care that can have both health and
behavioral benefits. These procedures are commonly performed by veterinarians to improve
the quality of life for pet rabbits and help prevent unwanted behaviors and health issues.

1. Health Benefits

e Prevention of Reproductive Diseases:

o For females: Spaying can help prevent uterine cancer, which is unfortunately common
in unspayed female rabbits, especially those that are not bred. Approximately 60-80%
of female rabbits over the age of 3 may develop uterine cancer. Spaying eliminates
this risk.

o For males: Neutering reduces the risk of testicular cancer and prostate problems,
which can affect unneutered males.

e Prevention of Pyometra:

o Pyometra is a potentially life-threatening uterine infection that can occur in unspayed
female rabbits. Spaying eliminates the risk of this disease, which can be fatal if not
treated promptly.

e Prevention of Overpopulation:

o Spaying and neutering prevent unwanted pregnancies. Since rabbits reproduce
rapidly, it is important to spay or neuter them to prevent contributing to the
overpopulation of rabbits in shelters or on the streets.

2. Behavioral Benefits

e Reduction of Aggression:

o Males: Neutering male rabbits reduces territorial and aggressive behaviors, such as
marking their territory with urine or becoming more prone to biting and fighting with
other rabbits. Neutering helps create a more docile, calm, and friendly pet.

o Females: Spaying females reduces behaviors like aggression and irritability, especially
during mating seasons when hormonal fluctuations may cause mood swings and
restlessness.

e Reduction of Mounting and Hormonal Behaviors:

o Males and females: After spaying or neutering, rabbits are less likely to exhibit
mounting behavior, a common sign of sexual frustration. This can reduce unwanted
behaviors like mounting other rabbits, objects, or even humans.

e Decreased Spraying and Marking:



o Males: Unneutered male rabbits are more likely to spray urine to mark their territory.
Neutering reduces this territorial behavior and keeps the living environment cleaner
and more pleasant.

3. Improved Bonding with Other Rabbits and Humans

e Easier Socialization:

o Spayed or neutered rabbits are more likely to get along with other rabbits, especially
when introduced to one another. Their reduced aggression and territorial instincts
allow them to interact more peacefully and form better social bonds.

o Better Behavior Around Humans: Neutering or spaying also helps rabbits become
more affectionate and less inclined to exhibit sexual behaviors, like nipping or being
overly territorial.

4. Longer Lifespan

e Healthier, Longer Life:
o Spayed and neutered rabbits tend to live longer lives, as they are less prone to certain
health problems like cancer, infections, and hormone-related issues.
o The removal of the reproductive organs helps protect rabbits from diseases that
could significantly shorten their lifespan, such as uterine cancer or pyometra in
females.

5. Cost-Effective in the Long Run

e Lower Veterinary Costs:

o While there is an upfront cost for spaying or neutering a rabbit, the long-term savings
can be significant. Preventing potential health problems, such as reproductive
diseases or testicular cancer, can reduce the need for costly treatments or surgeries
later on.

o Additionally, rabbits that are spayed or neutered are less likely to develop behavioral
issues that could result in destructive behaviors or injuries, potentially saving on the
costs of repair or medical treatments.

When to Spay or Neuter a Rabbit

e Best Age for Spaying/Neutering: The ideal age to spay or neuter a rabbit is usually
around 4 to 6 months old. However, the exact timing can vary depending on the rabbit's
size and breed, so it's best to consult with a veterinarian who specializes in rabbits.

e Timing Considerations: It's important not to wait too long before spaying or neutering.
Female rabbits can become sexually mature as early as 4 months of age, and male rabbits
can reach sexual maturity around 3-4 months. Spaying or neutering before sexual
maturity helps prevent the development of certain unwanted behaviors and health risks.

Spaying and neutering your rabbit provide a range of benefits, including improved health,
better behavior, and longer lifespan. By spaying or neutering your rabbit, you are not only
ensuring their well-being but also contributing to controlling the rabbit population. These
procedures are quick, routine surgeries that can significantly improve the quality of life for



your rabbit and make them a more manageable and affectionate companion. Always consult a
rabbit-savvy veterinarian to discuss the best timing and options for spaying or neutering your
rabbit.



