
Hoof Care Goats & Sheep 

Proper hoof care is essential for the overall health and well-being of both goats and sheep. 

Overgrown or neglected hooves can lead to serious health problems, including infections, 

lameness, and difficulty walking, which can ultimately impact their mobility and quality of life. 

Regular hoof maintenance ensures your animals are comfortable, healthy, and able to move 

freely.

Understanding Hoof Anatomy

The hooves of goats and sheep are similar, consisting of:

Hard outer shell (hoof wall).
Soft inner tissue (sole).
Heel and toe: The front and back parts of the hoof.
Coronary band: The area just above the hoof that produces new hoof material.
White line: The soft tissue that separates the hoof wall from the sole.

Hoof Trimming Frequency

Both goats and sheep require regular hoof trimming to prevent overgrowth and ensure they 

stay healthy.

Goats:

Frequency: Goats' hooves should be trimmed every 6 to 8 weeks, but the exact timing 
can depend on the goat's age, activity level, and whether they live on hard or soft 
ground. Goats living on soft pasture may require more frequent trimming.
Signs They Need Trimming: If the hooves appear longer than normal, cracked, or the 
edges begin to curl, it’s time to trim.

Sheep:

Frequency: Sheep also need their hooves trimmed every 6 to 8 weeks, although this may 
vary depending on breed, environment, and activity. Sheep with woolly coats may 
require trimming more often to prevent wool accumulation around their hooves.
Signs They Need Trimming: If you notice that a sheep is limping, has overgrown hooves, 
or their hooves are wearing unevenly, it’s time for trimming.

Common Hoof Issues and Problems



Goats:

Foot Rot: Caused by bacterial infections, foot rot is a common issue for goats, especially 
in damp environments. The affected hoof becomes soft, smelly, and may separate from 
the hoof wall. Immediate treatment is essential, which usually involves cleaning, 
trimming, and applying antiseptic and antibiotics as prescribed by a vet.
Abscesses: A hoof abscess occurs when bacteria infects the hoof, typically due to injury. 
Abscesses often cause pain and swelling, and the infected area may produce pus. They 
should be treated promptly by draining the abscess and applying antibiotics.
Laminitis: This is a painful condition where the laminae inside the hoof becomes 
inflamed. It can be caused by overfeeding grain or other imbalances in their diet. Pain 
management and diet adjustments are necessary for treatment.

Sheep:

Foot Rot: Sheep are also susceptible to foot rot, which is highly contagious and spreads 
in wet, muddy conditions. Trimming, cleaning, and isolating affected animals are 
essential, and often antibiotic foot baths are needed.
White Line Disease: This occurs when the white line of the hoof becomes infected, 
leading to hoof separation and painful abscesses. Treatment typically involves trimming 
away the infected tissue, cleaning the area, and applying medication.
Muddy Hooves: Sheep that live in wet, muddy environments are more prone to 
infections. Preventing wet conditions and regularly checking hooves can help mitigate 
the risks.

Hoof Care Tips

Clean Living Conditions: Keep living spaces dry and clean to prevent fungal and bacterial 
infections in hooves. Damp bedding can contribute to hoof problems like foot rot.
Prevent Overgrowth: Regular trimming is key. Hooves should not be allowed to grow too 
long, as this can lead to abnormal gait, stress on joints, and other health issues.
Monitor Movement: Pay attention to any signs of lameness or difficulty walking. 
Lameness could indicate hoof problems, infections, or other health conditions.
Monitor Diet: A balanced diet ensures healthy hoof growth. Too much grain can lead to 
laminitis or other hoof issues, so maintain a proper diet of hay, grass, and some grain if 
necessary.

When to Seek Veterinary Help

Signs of Infection: If you notice swelling, foul odor, or pus in the hoof, consult a 
veterinarian immediately.
Persistent Lameness: If an animal continues to limp or has difficulty walking after 
trimming, it may be due to a deeper issue like an abscess or injury.
Trauma or Injury: If you notice a cut, crack, or bleeding in the hoof, seek veterinary care.

Regular hoof care is critical for the health and mobility of both goats and sheep. With 

consistent trimming, cleaning, and monitoring, you can help prevent painful hoof problems 

and ensure your animals are comfortable and able to move freely. Don't hesitate to consult a 



veterinarian if you notice signs of infection, injury, or persistent hoof issues. Proper hoof care 

will contribute to the overall well-being and longevity of your goats and sheep.


