SERVICES

Importance of Equine Dental Care

Dental care is a crucial aspect of maintaining a horse's overall health and well-being. Horses
have a unique dental structure, with teeth that grow continuously throughout their lives.
Because of this, proper dental care is essential to prevent dental problems that can cause
pain, difficulty eating, and even long-term health issues. Routine dental care is necessary to
ensure that horses can eat and chew their food properly, which directly impacts their
nutrition, digestion, and overall comfort.
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How Horses' Teeth Work and Why Care Is Needed

Horses are herbivores with large, flat teeth designed to grind down fibrous plant material,
such as grass and hay. Their teeth continually grow and are naturally worn down by the act of
chewing. However, if they are not properly aligned or if they develop irregularities, such as
sharp points or uneven wear, these problems can cause difficulty in chewing and lead to
mouth pain. Improperly worn or overgrown teeth can result in significant health issues, such
as weight loss, behavioral changes, or even infections. Ensuring that a horse's teeth are
properly cared for allows them to chew effectively, which supports their nutritional needs
and prevents secondary issues like colic or choking.

Common Dental Problems in Horses

1. Sharp Points: Over time, horses' teeth may develop sharp points on the edges due to
uneven wear. These points can cut into the horse’s cheek or tongue, causing pain and
making it difficult for them to eat. Sharp points can also make it uncomfortable for the
horse to use a bit during riding, which may result in behavioral problems.

2. Hooks and Ramps: These are overgrowths on the teeth, usually seen in the upper and
lower jaw, and can interfere with proper chewing. Hooks and ramps can cause the horse
to develop an abnormal chewing pattern, which may lead to other dental issues, such as
uneven wear or TMJ (temporomandibular joint) stress.

3. Wolf Teeth: These are small, vestigial teeth that sometimes appear in horses, typically in
the upper jaw. Although not always problematic, they can cause irritation when the bit is
placed in the horse's mouth, leading to discomfort and resistance when riding or driving.

4. Tooth Loss or Damage: Horses may lose teeth as they age, or they may suffer from
broken teeth due to trauma or poor dental health. Missing or broken teeth can cause
difficulty chewing, resulting in malnutrition and potential digestive issues.

5. Dental Abscesses or Infections: Infections in the teeth or gums can be quite painful for
horses and, if left untreated, can lead to serious systemic issues. Symptoms can include
swelling, a foul odor from the mouth, and difficulty eating or drinking.



Preventing Dental Problems

1.

Regular Dental Check-ups: Horses should have their teeth examined by an equine dentist
or veterinarian at least once a year, although some horses may need more frequent
check-ups, especially as they age or if they show signs of dental problems. Regular
examinations help identify any issues early, preventing them from becoming more
serious.

Floating the Teeth: Floating refers to the process of filing down or smoothing the sharp
points, hooks, and uneven wear on a horse’s teeth. This process is usually performed by a
professional equine dentist or veterinarian. Floating can alleviate pain and discomfort,
improve chewing, and prevent more serious dental issues.

Proper Diet: Providing a balanced diet with the right amount of hay, grain, and fiber can
help promote healthy teeth. Avoiding overly sugary or processed foods and ensuring
your horse has access to appropriate chewing materials can help prevent excessive
plaque buildup and dental issues.

Proper Bit Fitting: Using a properly fitted bit during riding or driving can help avoid
unnecessary pressure on the horse’s teeth and mouth, reducing the risk of injury or
irritation.

Signs Your Horse May Have Dental Issues

Difficulty chewing or dropping feed: A horse that has trouble chewing or swallowing food
may have a dental problem.

Weight loss or poor condition: Dental pain can cause a horse to eat less or stop eating
altogether, leading to weight loss and malnutrition.

Excessive salivation or bad breath: This can be a sign of dental infection, abscesses, or
poor oral hygiene.

Resistance to the bit or head-shaking: Horses with dental pain may show signs of
discomfort when the bit is in their mouth, including head tossing or resistance during
riding.

Facial swelling or discharge from the mouth: These could be signs of an abscess or
infection.

Dental care is a vital aspect of a horse's health that often goes unnoticed until problems
arise. Regular dental exams, along with routine floating and proper diet, are essential to
ensure that horses can eat comfortably and maintain their overall health. Neglecting dental

care can lead to painful conditions, poor nutrition, and a lower quality of life for the horse. By
staying proactive and working with a professional, you can help ensure your horse's dental
health and longevity.



