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‘Mes’ de los Muertos

Local Artist, Restaurant Celebrate Month-long ‘Day of the Dead’
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Leonardo Ceballos stands next to one of his artistic works, “La Ultima y Nos Vamos” (“The Last One
and Let’s Get Out of Here!”), at Todo Un Poco Restaurant in Elk Grove. (Sacramento Union Photo/

Lance Armstrong)

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Sacramento Union Writer

The annual, Mexican holiday, “Dia de
los Muertos” or, in English, “Day of the
Dead,” was recently celebrated by many
people throughout Mexico, as well as the
Golden State. But fortunately for locals
interested in learning about this tradition,
they will not have to wait another year.

Instead, the celebration continues
through an educational exhibit, just
south of the capital city at Todo Un Poco
Restaurant, 9080 Laguna Main St., in Elk
Grove.

Through the efforts of the restaurant’s
owner Marie Mertz and Sacramento art-
ist Leonardo Ceballos, the exhibit was
appropriately opened with a reception on
the “Day of the Dead,” which was held last
Saturday, Nowv. 2.

In honor of the “Day of the Dead,”
which celebrates the lives of those who

see MUERTOS page 10

Farmers Begin Recovery
Efforts as Wildfires Abate

By KATE CAMPBELL and DAVE KRANZ
Special Contributors to The Union

As Southern California farmers and
ranchers begin putting their lives and their
businesses back together, the wind-driven
wildfires that ravaged the region still have
not been completely extinguished. But, at
the writing [Nov. 1], state fire officials said
with calmer winds and lower temperatures,

THE 11TH HOUR OF THE 11TH DAY OF THE 11TH MONTH

great strides are being made to put out all
of the 23 wildfires that erupted in Southern
California last month.

During the worst of the disaster, wind-
whipped flames scorched homes, farms
and wildland from Santa Barbara County
to San Diego County and the Mexican
border. At one point about a million

see RECOVERY page 20
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Green Boom is
Not a Job Boom

By TOM TANTON
Sacramento Union Columnist

“Investing in renewable energy will pro-
vide a clean source of power and create an
explosion of new jobs.”

In late September, this claim attracted
the attention of the U.S. Senate Energy
and Public Works Committee and
its chair, Democratic California Sen.

see GREEN page 21
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1,000 Words...

It was a howling good time in this photo from Sacramento Union reporter Lance
Armstrong. Pictured here, costumed youth celebrate Halloween during the 2nd
annual Holiday Bazaar at Pleasant Grove High School in Elk Grove on Saturday,
Oct. 27. The event featured a haunted house, crafters, artists and home-based

retailers.

We want to see your photos, too. Send your pictures to editor@SacUnion.com.
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Letters to the Editor

Conservative Conservation?

What has gone too far is the insatiable
rate at which we consume finite resources,
and the insanity of so-called conservatives,
like Senator [Tom] McClintock. What is
“conservative” about using finite resources
as fast as we can? Is it something like: who
cares, as long as my children will inherit
my great wealth, they’ll be fine? Good luck
with that.

What has gone too far is the destruc-
tion of our cities, towns and communi-
ties in the name of the automobile. How
much farmland do we need to pave over for
the low-density housing and wide arterial
streets and freeways so we can spend our
time commuting to work, play and shop-
ping instead of with our families and in the
outdoors of walkable neighborhoods?

What has gone too far is all this talk
of the economic harm of saving energy.
Every study I've ever seen concludes that
the cheapest thing we can do to begin the
reduction of CO2 emissions is to conserve
energy. The upside of our high rate of
waste is that this is actually not difficult,
technologically or otherwise. Beyond that,
maybe we will have to ditch the monster
projects and toys that show how we’ve
mastered nature. If that means fewer lanes
of concrete, less dams, I’'m sure no one will
starve, they will just have to give up their
water hungry lawns.

What has gone too far is how conserva-
tives always cry about how expensive envi-
ronmental regulation is and that [it] will
cost jobs because people won't pay for it.
Hmmm, if it costs jobs, that sounds like
saving money (taxpayer’s or otherwise) and

isn’t that good for the economy? (That’s
what the free trade folks always say!). On
the other hand, if people do pay the added
expense, that will create jobs, and I [hear]
from politicians that is a good thing, too!
Sounds like a win either way, so I don’t see
why they are so gloomy about it (read: if
only economic and political rhetoric was
subject to the same standards as global
warming research, we’d be in great shape).
Of course, what they really mean is “don’t
touch my cash cow.”

The true “chicken littles” in this are
those like McClintock who say the sky
will fall if we actually get together and do
something to conserve the abundance and
beauty of this planet, while energy is still
relatively cheap and our economies are
intact. Apparently, I have a lot more faith
in the collective wisdom and talents of
Americans, and humanity at-large to think
we can not only maintain, but improve our
quality of life, while moving toward a sus-
tainable world.

It’s nice to see that at least some of your
writers, like [Sacramento Union columnist
Peter] Hannaford, are moving in the more
constructive direction of debating how to
get there. On the other hand, [Sacramento
Union columnist Tom] Tanton is clueless,
so I guess I know where the balance of your
readership lies.

Thanks for the opportunity to get that
off my chest.

Steve Holzberg, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Biology
Folsom Lake College

Folsom
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NEWS: UP FRONT

Sac Sheriff Re-introduces Deputy Jim Crow

By MARK WILLIAMS
Sacramento Union Columnist

Lieutenant  Rosie
Enriquez  is  the
point person for the
Sacramento  County
Sheriff’s Department’s
new program to shield
criminals from arrest
provided they are
Latino and are in the United States illegally.
By extension, the lieutenant is thus tasked
with protecting from the law those engaged
in the wide range of crimes associated with
illegal status as well. Those crimes range
from simple loitering and public nuisance,
to identity theft and forgery, to extortion,
drug use, drug running and crimes of vio-
lence such as rape and murder.

Lt. Enriquez spearheads the sheriff’s
idea to build a one-stop shopping center
where white guys can rent brown guys
(without being pestered by alarmed resi-
dents) at an existing ad-hoc human auc-
tion at the AM/PM Mini Mart on 47th
and MLK. I have pointed out in previous
columns the plight of the humans being
bought and sold, so in this column, both
barrels are reserved for this atrocious idea
from an American Citizen’s point of view.

In a unilateral repeal of Constitutionally-
mandated Equal Protection (laws must
apply to all equally), the sheriff’s depart-
ment has essentially become a co-con-
spirator — an accessory before, during and
after the fact — to a wide range of crimes,
ranging from minor to major, while assist-

Members of the state’s agriculture industry often rely on illegal immigrant labor to keep costs low. (AP Photo)
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ing the actual criminals evade capture
and punishment. In an interview with the
Sacramento Bee, Lt. Enriquez excuses and
assists the crimes of illegal aliens based on
their Latino heritage: “I usually see them
as victims...,” she says while dismissing
complaints from innocent citizens and talks
about the “nuisance” of having to deal with
those complaints. (Hint: arrest the causes
lady, don’t help them—and that includes
the white guys renting the brown ones.)

Ethnic-centric law enforcement went out
with nail-studded baseball bats and setting
dogs on marchers at Selma. Neither should
any law enforcement agency be in the busi-
ness of organizing crime—they should all
be in the business of fighting crime. The
excuse here is that because the U.S. Border
Patrol cannot do its job, we must there-
fore restore institutional racism to being
a cop. Here’s a clue: many things hobble
the border patrol, and one of them is this
bone-headed, idiotic, criminal policy by
the sheriff’s department. This idea should
be fodder for a Federal RICO Act (rack-
eteering) investigation, not a feel good puff
piece in the Bee.

I know Sheriff John McGinnis (he is a
personal friend) and I cannot fathom why
he would wrap his tongue around a third
rail issue like this one, much less go from
crime fighter to crime enabler. Especially
given that the sheriff is a constant presence,
hat in hand, at the Sacramento County
Board of Supervisors, pleading depart-
mental poverty. Seems that his department
chronically teeters on the edge of bank-

.

wd

ruptcey, but to spend money helping to pro-
mote crime will not look good at budget
time—I think we just identified a pile of
surplus cash in his budget for the supervi-
sors to reassign to a line item where it may
be better utilized. County Commissioner
Roberta MacGlashan has already figured
that Sacramento County will have a $31
million shortfall over the next year; add
that to Lt. Enriquez’s salary plus what-
ever money the department is spending
on studies, lobbyists, public relations and
other such aspects of leading their effort to
aid and abet criminals. I'm sure that could
make a dent in that budget problem.

There is no room in law enforcement for
cops who selectively look the other way as
Enriquez is doing. Nor do “orders” cut it
either. That didn’t work at Nuremburg and
won’t here—duty and oath trump orders.
Too many of us fought too long and hard
to eliminate race as a basis for deciding who
gets arrested and prosecuted. Sheriff John
McGinnis owes us all an apology and a vow
to return to color blind justice, backed by
a total elimination from his force of racists
and advocates for the rights of criminals
over the rights of innocent citizens.

Mark Williams is a Sacramento-based,
award-winning opinion journalist. He appears
nationwide on radio and TV and locally in The
Sacramento Union. He also appears every
other Monday on the CBS 13 Early Morning
News at 6 a.m. Learn more or contact Mark
through his Web site at www.marktalk.com.
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NEWS: METRO

SACUNION COLUMNIST

Profitable Boards, Commissions and Committees
And Why You Will Never Be On One...

By KATY GRIMES
Sacramento Union Columnist
As T wrote recently

about the Sacramento
Library Board, our
public officials are
stacking the City
Boards, Commissions
and Committees, and
shutting out the public.

They are also getting paid for sitting on

many of these boards and commissions.

Here’s a board position to which I would
love to be appointed: The Compensation
Commission. It is an unpaid position;
however, “commission expenses” are cov-
ered. The members of the Compensation
Commission are appointed by Mayor
Heather Fargo and approved by the
Sacramento City Council. The responsibil-
ities of the Compensation Commission are
to establish compensation for the mayor,
the city council, and for public members of
city boards and commissions.

Let’s clarify this: Mayor Fargo and the
city council appoint their own compensa-
tion committee. Where else but in govern-
ment can you appoint those who decide
your salary? Do you think there may be a
tiny conflict of interest?

The city’s Planning Commission is also
appointed by the mayor and approved by
city council members. Planning commis-
sioners are paid $100 per meeting, not to
exceed $400 per month.

The Sacramento Metropolitan Air
Quality Management District is comprised
of 14 members made up of Sacramento
City Council members, Sacramento
County Supervisors and city council mem-

bers from surrounding cities (Galt, Elk
Grove, Isleton, etc...). These members are
paid $100 per meeting and limited to two
meetings per month.

The Sacramento Library Board, the
members of which are paid $100 per
meeting, is also made up of the usual sus-
pects—all city councilpersons and county
supervisors.

Sacramento Regional County Solid
Waste Authority only pays $75 per meet-
ing, and coincidently is made up of city
council members, county supervisors and
one Citrus Heights city council member.
It’s a dirty job for less pay, but someone has
to doit.

The Sacramento Regional Arts Facilities
Financing Board is comprised of only five
members, but made up entirely of city
council members and county supervisors,
for no compensation, but their meetings
can be held telephonically, and in conjunc-
tion with their regular meetings. Although
this board offers no compensation, the piti-
ful existence of a commission such as this
only serves to accentuate the uselessness of
these boards as they currently operate.

The Sacramento Employment and
Training Agency board is also comprised
of city council, county supervisors and one
member jointly appointed by both board
and council—one must be an insider to be
appointed to this board. The compensa-
tion? $175 per meeting, not to exceed $350
per month.

The Sacramento Area Council of
Governments pays $100 per meeting and
reimburses for mileage.

Sacramento Regional Transit Board of
Directors has eleven members, all of which

PICK UP YOUR FREE SACRAMENTO UNION
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are members of the city council, county
board of supervisors and surrounding city
councils. They are paid $50 per meeting,
not to exceed $200 per month.

Sacramento  Metropolitan ~ Cable
Television Commission Board mem-
bers are also all five Sacramento County
Supervisors, three Sacramento City
Council members, and three surrounding
city council members. They are paid $120
per meeting attended.

This is starting to add up to a tidy sum
of money every month for our city council
and county supervisors, on top of their sal-
ary. If, for example, a city council member
sits on 6 to 10 boards and commissions, and
is paid a minimum of $200 per month from
each board, that’s a cool $1,200-$2,000
additional income per month on top of the
“official” pay for their city council seat.

What are our elected officials paid for
their “public service?” The disclosed base
salary for a member of the Sacramento City
Council is $53,040 PLUS an annual $4,200
vehicle allowance, $2,500 expense allow-
ance, a technology allowance of $1,000, a
“financial contribution” to medical/dental
insurance, life insurance, retirement, a 401
(@) plan and Long-Term disability insur-
ance. This adds up to $60,740 annual salary
plus unbelievable benefits that most people
pay for out of their taxable income.

Mayor Fargo’s base salary is $100,776
annually AND an annual vehicle allowance

of $6,600, expense allowance of $5,000,
technology allowance of $1,800, as well as
a “financial contribution” to medical/dental
insurance, life insurance, retirement, 401(a)
plan, and Long-Term disability insurance.
The mayor’s real annual salary is $114,176
plus paid benefits and retirement(s). There
is no mention of travel allowances or
expenses (such as trips on “Sister City” jun-
kets to Japan and Moldova). And there is
no explanation as to why Mayor Fargo still
receives an auto allowance of $6,600 annu-
ally when she has a full-time driver. (Take a
guess at what that guy’s salary is.)

City and county elected officials make
far more than what is advertised. Much
of the benefit and remuneration is buried
deep within the budget, and taxpayers are
paying for their lifestyle.

With our city council members and
mayor sitting on nearly every board, com-
mission and public panel, paying themselves
to do so and approving their own raises,
salaries, benefits and retirement accounts,
it is time for the citizens to put a stop to
this autocracy. We need to clean up these
boards and city hall, and put an end to the
madness—quickly, before they vote them-
selves another salary and benefit increase.

Katy Grimes is a longtime political analyst
and Sacramento native. Read her blog at
fetchingjen.blogspot.com or email ber at fetch-
ingjen@gmail.com.
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NEWS: METRO

Crime Fighting and Myth-busting in Sacto

By OFFICER MICHELLE LAZARK
Sacramento Police Department Officer

Editor’s  Note: Ask
Officer  Michelle  your
question by  email-
ing her at mlazark@
pd.cityofsacramento.org
or visit ber online blog at

bttp://blog.sacpd.org.

Is there a SacPd Newsletter?

Does Sac PD generate a newsletter for
retired officers as the LAPD does? The
agency I work for wants to advertise PT

positions to retired officers.
Posted by Shantell

Dear Shantell,

The Sacramento Police Department
has been developing a paperless system to
communicate to our retired officers. We
will [soon] be able to email retired officers
on a monthly basis about department news

and employment opportunities.
Officer Michelle

Understanding Sacto Meth Trade
Michelle, I have been hearing a lot about

the [methamphetamines] problem. It

seems like a lot of crimes being committed

are by people under the influence of meth.
I learned that a close family member has
been using meth. She went through the
phase of seeing bugs under her skin a cou-
ple of years ago. I think she started using
again, [judging by her] rapid weight loss
and blemished complexion, not to men-
tion the irritability. What are the signs of a
person on meth? Does it have an effect on
their eyes or pupils? Do you know of a good
Web site where we can learn more about
this drug and its effects? Do you have any
suggestions for helping our friends/family
who are struggling with addiction?
Posted by Gayle

Dear Gayle,

You are correct that people under the
influence of methamphetamine are com-
mitting a lot of crimes. Unfortunately, it is
a vicious cycle. Often, people who do these
types of drugs steal to support their habit.

Methamphetamine is a central nervous
system stimulant. In other words, it makes
your internal system go fast. It can vary
from person to person, and can depend
if the person has a strong habit. Some of
the [obvious] signs are jaw grinding, going
long periods of time without sleep, talk-
ing fast and fidgeting, dilated pupils, skin

breakouts, seeing things like bugs on their
skin that don’t exist, paranoia, distancing
themselves from family and friends, mood
swings, rapid weight loss, puffy fingers, and
an increased need for sweets to name a few.

If you notice any of these signs in your
family member, you’re probably right in
that he or she is using. You might notice if
your family member has any paraphernalia
around. Methamphetamine can be smoked
(glass smoking pipe), injected (subcu-
taneous hypodermic syringes), snorted
(through straws that have been cut or even
rolled up dollar bills), and eaten (least com-
mon method).

You can talk to your family member and
confront them. Usually, treatment pro-
grams including behavior therapy is best
for long term. You can contact your insur-
ance company for information on local
programs that are covered. You can also
research the Internet. I found wwwkei.
org/meth_info_4_teachers/index.htm to be
insightful. There are other links on that site
that you can go to as well. Don’t take [your
family member’ attitude and actions] per-
sonally. Methamphetamine use can change
one’s outlook on everything, including
family. Be patient, and good luck.

Officer Michelle
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How Are Officer Shootings
Investigated?

Officer Michelle,

I am wondering how officer-involved
shootings are investigated in Sacramento—
who does it; in what time frame; and
how the results are made available to the
community.

Posted by Littlecat

Dear Littlecat,

In the city of Sacramento, four investi-
gations are conducted in officer-involved
shootings. Keep in mind, the procedures
may be different in other jurisdictions.
Here in the city, there is a criminal inves-
tigation conducted by the Homicide Unit,
and an administrative investigation by
Internal Affairs. The District Attorney’s
Office and the City’s Office of Public Safety
Accountability do additional investigations.
There is no specific time frame for the
completion of these cases; it depends on the
complexity of the case involved. One way to
have questions answered about [a particu-
lar] incident, and possibly ease community
unrest, is to contact the OPSA, which is
located in the City Manager’s Office. The
OPSA number is (916) 808-5704.

Officer Michelle

Elk Grove History
Comes Alive!

Y choes
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Senses and Sensibility

By TOM HEAD

Sacramento Union Columnist

The onset of fall is

far from the welcome

. wagon for dormancy.

= ks | It rivals my former

1 preoccupation  with

spring. The first rain

to hit the tall dry grass

spreads the smell of

their oils; the dust covered rocks get their
first shower in a long time.

The weekend pummeled my senses. The
drizzling shower moistened all the mature
chives and laid them over, filling the air just
outside the house with that sweet onion
aroma.

The last of the fresh basil needed to be cut
because they were done, but I’ll make some
containers of olive oil chocked full with so
much chopped basil that it will provide its
memory through the next week or so.

A veil of smoke wafts through the valley
around this time of year and in the distance
you can hear the sharp snap and crackle from
indoor fireplaces. The smoke acts as a coun-

ter to the visible wisps of breath emanating
from your face and out here on my deck.

The crows in my yard evoke the memory
of a Van Gogh, creating their own mas-
terpiece by fluttering about in front of the
bright yellow leaves, black feathers on the
liquid ambers. A fleeting thought came as I
noticed of one these black feathered char-
acters, a crow that had been coming around
for a while now. He had a tired shuffle about
him, and I felt sympathetic, thinking the
coming cold will serve as ushers to his kind.

Upon returning to the garage for tools,
the fragrance of the Oregano was still
hanging in the rafters, awakening recol-
lections that start thoughts about what to
pursue later on in the kitchen. Days off can
be really cool.

I just wanted to share some real senses
devoid of the mundane social insensibili-
ties that make people wonder whether life’s
worth living.

Tom Head is a local businessman, owner
of Abrew Gallery. He may be reached at
AbreuGallery@botmail.com.

High School Coach Resighs Amid Scandal

By GARANCE BURKE
Associated Press Writer

STOCKTON, Calif. (AP) - A
Stockton high school football coach
resigned last week amid accusations that
he was involved in improperly recruit-
ing players from American Samoa.

Franklin High School’s head coach Tom
Verner sent in his resignation letter to the
Stockton Unified School District after
local sports authorities dealt the school’s
football program the so-called “death
penalty,” a sanction that will ban students
from playing football until 2010.

That is believed to be the harshest
punishment in the history of the high
school sport, according to the National
Federation of State High School
Associations.

Local sports authorities allege an
assistant football coach working for
Verner improved the team’s standing
by improperly recruiting more than a
dozen players from American Samoa
and offering them housing in Stockton.

The  California  Interscholastic
Federation’s Sac-Joaquin Section ini-
tially said the school would have to for-

feit 19 victories for the past three sea-
sons and would be banned from com-
peting in the playoffs through the 2011
season.

Last week, when the school violated
an order to bench three players from
American Samoa, authorities shut down
the program for this season and the next
two seasons.

“These kids presented proper creden-
tials and just like any kid who walked
in the door we educated them,” said
Principal Scott Luhn. “This penalizes
and is harmful to too many kids.”

State  Assemblywoman ~ Audra
Strickland, R-Thousand Oaks, called
last week for a legislative hearing to look
into the powers granted to the federa-
tion, which oversees high school sports
in the state.

Verner said last week he hoped his
resignation would help the school’s
standing with officials.

“Hopefully, the CIF will say, ‘Verner’s
not there any more,” and maybe they’ll
reduce the sanctions,” Verner told
KCRA-3 in Sacramento.
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‘Toys for the Troops’ Kids’ Kicks off Fifth Year

Special to The Union

CRVA Charities, Inc. announces the Fifth
Annual “Toys for the Troops’ Kids” Toy
Drive, with opening ceremonies on Dec.
1, at noon, concluding at 6 p.m. on Dec.
23. The triple-site event is at the Sunrise
Festival Shopping Center, at the intersec-
tion of Sunrise Blvd and Greenback Lane,
in Citrus Heights, and at the Lake Crest
Shopping Center, on Florin Road west
of Interstate 5, in Sacramento, and at the
Sunrise Pointe Shopping Center at Sunrise
Avenue and Cirby Way in Roseville. Co-
Sponsorsare the cities of Citrus Heights and
Sacramento, Sunrise Market Place, Peter
P. Bollinger Investment Co., owner of the
Sunrise Festival and Lake Crest Shopping
Centers, and Patterson Properties, Inc.,
owner of Sunrise Pointe.

In the 2007 Northern California effort,
the offices of the Farmers Insurance Group,
Placer Title, and Sylvan Learning Centers,
and many regional businesses will also serve
as donation sites. McClellan Park provides
major support of the effort with donated
warehousing and air cargo support.

The beneficiaries of the drive are lim-
ited to the children of military members
deployed from home at Christmastime,
and of military members who have been
killed in the line of duty since the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks.

In 2006, due to the continuing support
of the Sacramento Region’s volunteer and
business communities, and the generosity
of co-sponsors and contributors, the Toy
Drive distributed over 24,000 toys to 25
military commands and National Guard
units in California, Nevada and Hawaii.
The 2007 effort enlarges to five states,
striving to distribute toys to additional
commands in the states of Washington and
Arizona.

Bill Stein, Sacramento attorney, Vietnam
veteran, and president of the not-for-profit
CRVA Charities, Inc. said, “Our toy drive
helps, in a small way, to ease the emotional
and financial hardship of the families of our
men and women in uniform in harm’s way
at Christmastime. Our efforts could never
equal the sacrifices of our military and their
families, but it is the least we can do.”

All contributions of toys, in-kind services
or money are tax deductible. Monetary con-
tributions can be sent to CRVA Charities,
Inc., 815 University Ave, Sacramento,
Calif., 95825. Toys may be delivered to any
toy drive drop site, at the dates and times
indicated, identified at www.toysforthet-
roopskids.org. Monetary contributions can
be made by credit card at the Toy Drive’s
Web site. For more information, call Bill
Stein 916-974-8387 or email billstein@
surewest.net.

Special to The Union

Sacramento Police K-9 Officer John
Azevedo brought home forty tro-
phies from the Western States Police
Canine Association’s K-9 competitions.
Competitors from local, state, and fed-
eral law enforcement agencies partici-
pated in a series of ten trials. The tri-
als were hosted by various Northern
California law enforcement agencies
throughout this year.

The trials consisted of many different
competitive phases such as Protection,
Obedience, Agility, Search, Narcotics,
and Evidence Searching. Officer
Azevedo and his K-9 partmer “Blitz”

K-9 Officer Brings Home 40 Trophies

took the 2007 Top K-9 Competitor
award for the overall trials combined.
Officer Azevedo and Officer Dustin
Smith also took Top K-9 Team for the
trials combined.

Officer Azevedo has worked for the
Sacramento Police Department since
2001. He was teamed up with his K-9
partner “Blitz” in 2006. Blitz lives at
home with Officer Azevedo and is a val-
ued member of his family. Officer Smith
has worked for the Sacramento Police
Department since 1995. He was teamed
up with his K-9 partner “Apollo” in
2004. When not at work, “Apollo” likes
to play ball and lounge on the grass.

Judge Sentences Naked Intruder

CHICO, Calif. (AP) — A man who broke
into an elderly woman’s home while he was
naked and beat her is going to prison for
the maximum nine-year term.

The attorney for Logan Duane Hursh
says his 18-year-old client was high on hal-
lucinogenic mushrooms when he stripped
and attacked the 84-year-old victim in a
Sierra foothill town east of Chico.

The woman fired two pistol shots into
the ceiling after Hursh broke into her
home and before he beat her last April.

Police found Hursh, still naked, sitting
in a bedroom watching television while the
woman lay nearby in a pool of blood. She
spent two months in the hospital.

A Butte County judge sentenced Hursh
to the maximum prison term last week.
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Moo U: Chico State Dairy Goes Organic

By JIM MORRIS
Special Contributor to The Union

A bold new day has dawned at the
California State University, Chico dairy,
ushering in an approach that educators
and students hope will bring consistently
higher prices for their milk and a prosper-
ous future for students.

After 40 years of following the main-
stream, the university’s dairy in the spring
completed a shift from conventional milk
production to organic, making it the first
educational facility in the West with that
distinction.

Animal science professor Cindy Daley is
in charge of the university dairy. She cited
two major reasons for the change: first, to
meet the growing demand for organic food
and, second, to bring new and exciting work
opportunities to Chico State students.

She said prices for organic milk are
steadier and have typically been higher
than the conventional market. In fact, for
much of the summer, Chico State’s organic
milk returned more than double the price
it would have received for conventional
product.

“It was a perfect fit as organics is really
booming these days,” Daley said. “I think
it’s also a way of thinking—a mind adjust-
ment where we help the students start
thinking out of the box and look at agricul-
ture in a different way.”

Organic dairy farming began about 30
years ago, though it has only been in recent
years that substantial growth has occurred.
It’s a growing endeavor in California and
nationally. A survey by the Organic Trade
Association indicated U.S. retail sales of
organic dairy products totaled more than
$2.1 billion last year, a 24-percent increase
from 2005 figures.

“Organic dairying in California has cer-
tainly expanded in the last five years, espe-
cially in Marin/Sonoma and on the North
Coast areas of Humboldt and Del Norte,”

said Leslie J. “Bees” Butler, University of
California dairy economist. “Organic does
provide an opportunity to small dairy pro-
ducers to improve their profitability, but it s
not a panacea for saving small dairy farms.”

Those at the Chico State dairy will tell
you that, in their case, it’s a niche worth
pursuing.

Transitioning to organic on the campus
farm proved long and arduous. It started
with the three-year process of getting their
pastures certified organic. Next, conven-
tionally raised heifers were purchased, then
transitioned into organic by having them
eat from the newly designated pasture.
That step took an additional year.

“It’s the kind of thing where you have to
work with the ecosystem,” Daley said. “It’s
not easy. A lot of technology is designed
to make food production easy. Organically
managed dairy production is a lot more dif-
ficult—you don’t have those easy answers.
It’s not the kind of thing we were trained
for in our respective degree programs, so
this is a new approach to making milk.”

At the center of organic dairy farming
is a holistic approach, encompassing much
more than meets the eye.

“You have to start at the rock bottom,
making sure your soil fertility is correct
so that the plants are nutritious,” Daley
said. “If the pasture plants are nutritious,
then our cows will be healthy and produce
nutritious milk.”

Cows dine on lush green grass a short
stroll from the dairy and are rotated to a
different field every 12 hours. This ensures
that the pastures are grazed evenly and
gives the cows fresh grass twice a day. They
have nine, 5-acre paddocks that they rotate
the herd through.

"This new approach is a winner with stu-
dents, who say they are gaining volumes of
knowledge from the hands-on instruction.

Instead of pouring over textbooks, stu-
dents learn from living resources--thou-
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sand-pound animals. There are 60-plus
cows at the dairy, with names including
Franklyn and Tank, each with a distinct
personality, from friendly to cantankerous.

Despite the different dispositions from
bovine to bovine, those working with the
herd are focused and committed to one
thing above all else—ensuring they have
truly happy cows. They achieve this by
keeping animal stress low and providing
good housing, a clean environment, good
sanitation and optimal nutrition, including
the proper regimen of vitamins and min-
erals. Following these steps leads to more
and better milk.

And, ifa cow gets sick, treatment methods
differ greatly from conventional dairies.

“You can’t just give them a shot or a vac-
cine and heal them right away. Basically
you have to do trial and error to keep them
in good health,” said Josh Cook, a student
majoring in agricultural business and ani-
mal science.

The holistic approach bears a similarity
to how some people nurse themselves back
to health. Extra vitamin C is an answer to
some ailments, while garlic tincture taken
orally or topically also can provide relief.

This management style has provided
tremendous learning for Michelle James,
who came to Chico State from Huntington
Beach with ambitions of becoming a holis-
tic livestock veterinarian.

“This is my first taste of a farm, my first
experience with cows,” James said. “I've
learned a lot just by being able to treat
them with all of the different methods. It
involves trial and error and all of the dif-
ferent research. I'm learning so much. I've
learned a lot and I want to continue.”

At this farm, cows are milked twice a day,
seven days a week, at 5:30 a.m. and 5:30

p.m., between February and December.
Each animal produces about 4.5 gallons of
milk per day. The milk is shipped to Crystal
Creamery, where it’s processed and sold
throughout California under the Organic
Valley brand.

A second phase that may be achieved
within five years at the campus dairy
involves adding on-site milk, cheese and
ice cream production, then marketing it on
campus and throughout the local area.

“It’s absolutely great that we are able to
teach the students something that’s new
to the university system,” said research
associate Darby Holmes, who’s providing
assistance to Daley and the students at the
dairy. “Organic dairy farming has tons of
growth left and, hopefully, from the stu-
dents learning about it, they’ll be able to
go out and capitalize on it.”

The shift from conventional to organic
at the farm was a perfect fit for student
Tim Kehoe, who came to Chico State with
the goal of a future in construction man-
agement, but now strives to eventually
take over for his father and run the family
dairy farm near the Point Reyes National
Seashore.

“This is a wise thing for me to do,” Kehoe
said. “It will help me better understand
everything that’s going on with organic and
how organic can better help people. I don’t
think organics are going to go away atall. It’s
just going to keep building and building.”

Fim Morris is a reporter for Ag Alert. He
may be contacted at jmorris@cfbf.com. Story
reprinted with permission of the California
Farm Bureau Federation. For more informa-
tion about the Farm Bureau or to subscribe to
its bimonthly magazine, “California Country,”
visit www.cfbf-com.

Special to The Union

The 2007 ‘Triple-A and PCL
Champion Sacramento River Cats have
launched their 2008 Speakers Bureau
Program. The “Voice of the River Cats,”
Johnny Doskow, and River Cats Senior
Director of Community Relations Tony
Asaro (as well as other members of the
River Cats front office) are available to
speak to various civic, community-based
and professional groups throughout the
year. Speakers are provided to organiza-
tions at no charge and can speak about
a myriad of topics, including “The
Business of Baseball,” “River Cats in
the Community,” or topics specifically
created.

Doskow, the entertaining and popular

Sacramento River Cats Launch 2008 Speakers Bureau Program

radio announcer for the River Cats for the
past 7 seasons, has a unique knowledge of
the history of the team and the game of
baseball, including personal stories from
the radio booth, field and dugout.

Asaro, who has been a member of
the River Cats since the team came to
Sacramento in 2000, is widely renowned
in the Sacramento region for his local
outreach efforts and dedication to his
local community.

Any organization interested in having
a member of the River Cats Speakers
Bureau speak at their event should
contact Jimmy Spencer, River Cats
Coordinator of Media and Community
Relations at (916) 376-4751 or jspen-
cer@rivercats.com.
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Burning Issue: Who Will Thin Our Forests?

By TIM FELLER
Special to The Union

When the new California-Nevada Tahoe
Basin Fire Commission recently heard
from seven Tahoe area fire chiefs, the mes-
sage was clear: forests in the basin are tin-
derboxes and need immediate thinning to
help prevent a repeat of the catastrophic
Angora Fire.

We know the problem, now the question
is how do we fix it—and do so quickly.

The answer requires cooperation and
participation of the following: government
agencies; foresters and other resource pro-
fessionals; loggers; bio-fuel facilities and
sawmills; the general public and residents
whose lives and homes are in harms way.

In the aftermath of the Angora Fire,
we've seen these groups work together to
clean up devastated areas and set the stage
for recovery. Each plays a critical role in
the long-term goals of keeping the Tahoe
Basin green and Lake Tahoe blue.

Working together, we must look for
ways to streamline thinning projects so real
fuel reduction takes place with appropriate
safeguards and environmental protection.

Equipment used for fuel reduction is
now technologically advanced. With a

lighter touch on the land, the result is far
less disturbance to the environment. This
method minimizes potential project sedi-
ments and future wild fire sediments from
reaching the lake.

Experienced foresters need the latitude
to make meaningful decisions to reduce for-
ests fuels, protect communities and other
resource values. We must accept short-
term disturbance to prevent the long-term
devastating impacts wildfires create.

That means we need to move toward a
forest with trees of all ages. Such a forest
includes opening the forest landscape by
spacing trees, which drops a fire from the
treetops to the ground, greatly aiding fire
suppression efforts.

Trees removed in thinning operations
provide necessary wood products while
generating other social economic benefits.
This helps the region sustainably meet
resource needs, reduces fuels and moves
the forest back to a more natural forest
condition. Additionally, this also decreases
demand for imported wood products.

We also need a bio-fuel facility to con-
sume forest fuels and create clean electric-
ity. Some envision a forest clean-up effort
lasting 10 years and then the job is done.

& week weight loss program

Watch all-new episodes of THE BIGGEST LOSER
TUESDAY 8:30/7:30c &#sMBC

X | rrmnd s Fres Dy ik i e
B, i PR DL Al B ol s e T
1R Ll Sl I Cormpiels deitan. (0N &Ik

“NE R

Bl 1oy wxy T

n i LA, G e

KEL o 13

i I
e P o

demyg b
o b oBew Bl Bea ond pive

The fact is, Mother Nature’s robust pro-
duction of forest fuels never stops, there-
fore neither can we. Does a gardener weed
once and then never weed again?

California’s forestry industry holds many
of the important key components to a safer
Tahoe Basin.

Unfortunately, California’s capacity
to harvest and process wood continues
to decline. The pressure to protect all
resources from any impacts has ignored the
unintended consequences of today’s devas-
tating wildfires. This protection resulted in
reduced harvest, creating mill closures and
the loss of experienced wood workers.

In some parts of the state, there are no
facilities to process wood. Four years ago
in San Bernardino County, a fire in an
overcrowded unmanaged forest devastated
Lake Arrowhead - even worse than South
Lake Tahoe. With no mills or biomass
plants within 250 miles, the community
couldn’t feasibly manage forests to protect
them from wildfire. Additionally, after the
fire with no mills or loggers, there was no
viable economic system to harvest the mil-
lions of dead trees.

As last month’s Southern California fire
demonstrated, the need to remove fuel in

those forests remains a great challenge.

But for Lake Tahoe, there still is enough
infrastructure and labor to accomplish the
task.

As a community, we must move quickly
to improve the health of our forests and
dramatically reduce the chance of another
catastrophic wildfire. Mother Nature - in
the form of the Angora Fire — cleared 3,100
acres this summer.

As North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection
District Division Chief Norb Szczurek
told the California-Nevada Commission,
there are three elements that contribute to
a fire: weather, terrain and fuel.

“We can’t do a thing about the weather
or terrain, but we can control the fuel the
fire has to use,” Szczurek said.

Working together, the public, regulatory
agencies and forest industry can carefully
manage our forests, reduce the chance of
catastrophic wildfire and avoid a repeat of
this unnecessary devastation.

Fuel reduction will occur by our proac-
tive efforts or by Mother Nature.

Tim Feller, a California Registered Professional
Forester; is District Manager for Sierra Pacific
Industries Tahoe District.
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M U ERTOS from page 1

have passed away, Mertz has opened up the
entire back room of her restaurant to the
public for an exhibit, which includes altars
and “Day of the Dead”-themed artwork,
created by Ceballos. The altar portion of
the exhibit will be on display for at least
another week, while Ceballos’ artwork will
be available for viewing through Dec. 2.

are certainly not difficult to find at Todo
Un Poco.

In addition to serving some of the
region’s premier Mexican and Italian food,
the restaurant is rich with Latin American
artwork.

And the “Day of the Dead” exhibit only
adds to the cultural experience of this pop-

Referring to the holiday’s history, Mertz said that the
“Day of the Dead” predates the history of Mexico.

Although uncommon in most parts of
Mexico, month-long exhibits for this cel-
ebration are also featured in a few areas
south of the border.

But outside of the Todo Un Poco exhibit,
one would be hard pressed to locate another
“Day of the Dead,” public exhibit within
the Sacramento region that is available for
an entire month, let alone an exhibit of this
size.

Mertz, who was born in Guadalajara,
Jalisco, Mexico, said that the purpose of
presenting this exhibit past the Nov. 2 holi-
day is to give people an extended opportu-
nity to learn about this longtime Mexican
tradition.

“I want to share (the “Day of the Dead”)
with people and I want people to learn
about diversity and art,” Mertz said. “I
would love it if more people would take a
minute out of their busy schedules to learn
more about this wonderful and unique tra-
dition and understand what Mexico is all
about. Art, food and culture go together
hand in hand and Todo Un Poco is try-
ing to promote and support art, food and
culture.”

And art, food and culture are things that

ular Elk Grove dining spot.

Mertz, who spent many hours creating
the exhibit’s altars, briefly explained the
history of the “Day of the Dead” and the
significance of the altars.

Referring to the holiday’s history, Mertz
said that the “Day of the Dead” predates
the history of Mexico.

“It is a combination of the Aztec, Mayan
and Spanish beliefs about death,” Mertz
said. “Hernan Cortes and his people, who
were Catholics, were told when he came
to conquer the Americas (in 1519) that the
indigenous people used to have some kind
of ritual of playing with some bones and
the skeletons of the people. It was a ritual
to their dead, but they did it in August. And
since the Spanish goal was to convert the
indigenous people to Catholicism, they
decided that that ritual had to be elimi-
nated completely out of their culture. But
you can never really take something away
that really belongs to the people.”

Mertz added that the evolution of the
“Day of the Dead” included a change in
its date, from August to Nov. 2, in order
to coincide with the Catholic’s “All Saints
Day.”

This large mask is among the many traditional Mexican items on display at the restaurant through
Dec. 2. (Sacramento Union Photo/Lance Armstrong)
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Artist Leonardo Ceballos and Todo Un Poco Restaurant owner Marie Mertz have teamed up
to present a month-long Dia de los Muertos exhibit in Mertz’s restaurant. (Sacramento Union
Photo/Lance Armstrong)

Furthermore, Mertz said that in Mexico,
a Nov. 1 tradition, known as “Day of the
Little Angels,” is also celebrated.

“November 1 is important, but it’s not
as important as the second day,” Mertz
said. “(Nov. 1) is for the little angels, the
younger people, younger souls who died,
so they’re like the innocent.”

Mertz added that Nov. 2 is more impor-
tant than Nov. 1, because this is the day
that it is believed that all departed souls
return to Earth.

In preparation for this day, altars are cre-
ated in cemeteries and homes throughout
Mexico.

And within the back room of Todo Un
Poco, Mertz set up an altar to her father
Fred Mertz, as well as altars dedicated to
some of the “great minds of humanity,”
which include Ronald Reagan, Mother

Teresa, Albert FEinstein, Hippocrates,
Mohandas Gandhi, Galileo Galilei and
Rabindranath Tagore.

Upon these altars, a variety of offerings
with special meanings are placed for the
enjoyment of the dead, who are being hon-
ored, Mertz said.

home, and incense purifies the paths and
allows the souls to enter the houses with-
out any trouble.

Traditional food for this day, food that
the deceased person used to like the most,
and ‘Pan de Muerto’ (‘Bread of Death’),
specially baked bread for this occasion, are
also placed on the altars.”

During the Todo Un Poco recep-
tion, Sacramento resident Elva Ramos,
who spent the first 20 years of her life in
Guadalajara, recalled an altar in Mexico
that was dedicated to her grandfather.

“My mom put his favorite food and other
things out for him,” Ramos said. “There
were tamales, tequila, candy, flowers and
even cigarettes.”

When it came to art, in regard to Todo
Un Pocos “Day of the Dead” celebra-
tion, Mertz said that she had no hesitation
selecting Ceballos to be the featured artist
of the event.

Ceballos, who is also a native of
Guadalajara, has a resume that alone makes
him a worthy candidate to be the exhibit’s
featured artist. But it was Ceballos’ origi-
nal, “Day of the Dead” paintings, which

“Traditional food for this day, food that the deceased
person used to like the most, and ‘Pan de Muerto’
(‘Bread of Death’), specially baked bread for this
occasion, are also placed on the altars.”

“Each item in the altar has a meaning,”
Mertz said. “For example, candles light
the way of the souls, a glass of water helps
the souls refresh for the long journey back

attracted Mertz the most.

“I think that Leo is a unique artist,” Mertz
said. “He’s a great graphic designer, pho-
tographer, muralist and painter. His style
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varies as well, so that is something that I
like. I decided to invite him to work in this
year’s ‘Dia de los Muertos’ event with me,
because I wanted to do a more traditional
(event). Leo worked on the artwork and I
worked on the altars and we had a lot of fun
doing it this way.”

Ceballos, 34, attended the University of
Artes Plasticas in Guadalajara, from 1992 to
1996. It was there that he earned a general
art degree, which focused on such topics as
painting, drawing, animation, photogra-
phy, drama, music and the history of art.

It was painting, animation and photogra-
phy, however, which were most interesting
to Ceballos.

In addition to his paintings for the Todo
Un Poco exhibit, Ceballos has also spent
the past 13 years creating animation for
Mexican television advertisements. And it
is not uncommon to see him with a camera
around his neck, prepared to capture new
images for his constantly growing photo-
graphic portfolio.

Guests of the Todo Un Poco exhibit can
view the quality and detail of Ceballos’ art-
work, which includes a variety of skeleton-
themed, acrylic paintings, ranging in size
from 8 inches by 10 inches to 10 feet by
12 feet.

Ceballos, who has been painting pro-
fessionally for the past 11 years, said that
although he enjoys creating art, his works
are only complete when viewed by others.

And based on the many people, who
viewed Ceballos’ works with smiles on
their faces during Todo Un Poco’s opening
reception, Ceballos, who was also in atten-
dance, must have been quite satisfied with
the “completion” of these paintings.

Among Ceballos’ works, which are both
on display and for sale at Todo Un Poco,

are: “Todo Un Muerto,” a “Day of the
Dead”-themed scene at Todo Un Poco;
“Fashion,” a comedic view of overly thin,
skeletal models; and “La Ultima y Nos
Vamos” (“The Last One and Let’s Get Out
of Here!”), a tribute to that “one last drink”
at a bar, restaurant, etc.

Attending the reception was 26-year-old
Modesto resident and Michoacan, Mexico
native Isaura Medina, who said that she has
been a longtime fan of Ceballos’ works and
that she really enjoyed the exhibit.

“When I come into the (exhibit) room, it

ALr

“Zapata,” a 10-foot by 12-foot acrylic art piece,
is the largest work on display at Todo Un Poco’s
Dia de los Muertos exhibit. (Sacramento Union
Photo/Lance Armstrong)

This large altar is dedicated to the memory of some of the greatest forward thinking minds of hu-
manity. (Sacramento Union Photo/Lance Armstrong)

looks like living art, but then you are also
seeing death through paintings,” Medina
said.

But the portrayal of death is some-
thing that is thought of much differently
by Mexicans than those of other cultures,
assured Mertz.

“Mexican people, we're a very interest-
ing people,” Mertz said. “We see death very
differently and by learning more about ‘Dia
de los Muertos,” people can really begin to
understand this. This is one of my favorite
holidays. All the elements that surround

the event, you can define it by one word,
Mexico. It’s one way to experience Mexico,
like you really don’t know about Mexico
until you really know about the traditions,
the culture, the food and the people. This
event has all of that.”

The “Day of the Dead” exhibit can be
viewed at Todo Un Poco Restaurant on
Mondays through Fridays, from 11:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., and
on weekends, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

For additional information, call (916)
684-7774.

“Suerte Suprema” (“Supreme Luck”), an acrylic on canvas work by Leonardo Ceballos, is among the
many paintings on display at Todo Un Poco Restaurant. (Sacramento Union Photo/Lance Armstrong)

Leonardo Ceballos created this work to depict overly thin models in a humorous manner. (Sacra-

mento Union Photo/Lance Armstrong)
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OPINION

Tax Dollars Burn During Wildfires

By DAN MINKOFF

Most everything that fire destroys can be replaced, with the
tragic exception of lost lives. Unfortunately, government policies
are seemingly as permanent as death, and those policies had cata-
strophic consequences during the wildfires that erupted last month
in Southern California.

Government’s land management policies have created a more
dangerous situation for the growing number of residents who live
in fire-prone areas. In addition, the further away tax dollars go from
our local communities, the less good it does for everyone.

California annually sends $50 billion more to Washington, D.C.
than it gets back in payments and services. Imagine if we just kept
that money in the state how many more water-dropping helicopters,
fire-retardant-dispensing airplanes, and other firefighting equip-
ment we could buy.

Since 1980, the amount of government-owned property burned
by wildland fires has grown every decade. National Interagency Fire
Center statistics show an increase from an annual average of just
under 3 million acres during the 1980s to 3.4 million acres in the 90s
to about 7 million acres this decade. In fact, before 2000, only one
year since recordkeeping began in 1960 saw more than 7 million
acres burned by wildfires, and that was way back in 1963.

However, more than 7 million acres have burned in one year six
times since 2000. The past three years have all experienced fires that
burned more than 8 million acres, and last year set a new record with
9.9 million acres destroyed. So far this year, we’re slightly behind
last year’s pace, but this is already only the second year ever to top 9
million acres burned.

Even allowing for the fact that looking at acreage alone gives,
at best, an incomplete picture (because grassland fires are managed
differently than those in forests), the data still are headed in the
wrong direction.

On the other hand, the Idaho Statesman reported on August 19
that “at the peak of one of the worst fire seasons in history, the num-
ber of fires burning on private forests in Idaho is effectively zero.”
Compare that to the 708,000 acres that were burning on national
forest lands in Idaho on that date.

Private forests are managed in a more libertarian manner, freed
from many of the policies favored by government. Private forests
are often owned by companies such as International Paper, Boise
Cascade, or Western Pacific Timber, which have an economic incen-
tive to make sure their forests are thinned, that flammable brush is
cleared, that firebreaks are built, and that road access is good.

The government, though, often bows to environmentalists’ calls
to leave forests in their “natural state.” What incentive do politicians
have to offend environmentalists, who are big campaign contribu-
tors? Unlike Boise Cascade’s CEQO, the interior secretary doesn’t
have to answer to shareholders demanding ways to prevent such a
catastrophe. The secretary can just sound the familiar refrain, “We
need more resources,” which is not-so-secret code for “make the
taxpayers pay for it.”

And are we ever.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) provides
a form of welfare for people who live in areas subject to fires, floods,
and other disasters. If private insurers won’t insure a home built next
to a tinderbox, why should the government?

Government bureaucracy and regulations are spreading at least
as fast as the Southern California wildfires did. While we know that
the fires eventually will be put out, unfortunately, we also know that
politicians will continue to support policies that burn through our
tax dollars.

Dan Minkoff is a corporate public relations professional in Los Angeles,

real estate investor and the media director for the Libertarian Party of
California.
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Wildfire Lessons
Schooled, Scorched by SoCal Flames

Residential development adja-
cent to wild areas, combined with
drought, dry grass, and Santa Ana
winds, means that last month’s
devastating Southern California
fires were not a one-of-kind
disaster. Wildfires are inevitable
in California. So what lessons can
we gather to prevent worse fires
next time?

First, we have to overcome
objections by environmentalists
to building firebreaks in wilder-
ness areas. As residential develop-
ment from San Diego and other
urban areas encroaches upon
grassy, natural areas, we must clear
brush to create the fire suppres-
sion equivalent of “demilitarized
zones” between homes and wild
areas. Might this take a localized
toll on ecosystems and wildlife? A
certain amount of damage would
seem unavoidable. But the alter-
native outcome is measured not
in a depleted wildlife inventory
but in lost human lives and prop-
erty. Controlled burns and brush
clearance may harm aesthetic val-
ues but they prevent larger-scale

damage to the environment in the
long run.

Secondly, we should enforce
zoning and construction stan-
dards that anticipate wildfires.
Stevenson Ranch, a 5,000-home,
planned community in Santa
Clarita, survived the fires because
it was armored against them.
The development is surrounded
by a 200-foot greenbelt, a buffer
zone of fire-resistant plants. The
homeowners association regu-
larly clears brush. And the devel-
oper installed stone and concrete
culverts behind houses adjoining
open land as barriers against fire.

areas should have to pay insur-
ance rates commensurate with
that risk. And that risk should not
be socialized among millions of
other, more prudent, homeown-
ers who have chosen to live far-
ther from wild lands. Insurance is
a free market function. We have
no problem with fire insurance
premium rates so high that they
preclude human habitation of
any kind near combustible areas.
But we do object to regulators
who would place artificial caps
on those rates. This only encour-
ages risky, and ultimately costly,
choices.

Controlled burns, brush clearance may harm
aesthetic values but prevent larger-scale
damage to the environment in the long run.

Finally, we need to revisit the
controls the state places on com-
panies that insure against wildfire
damage. Homeowners who insist
on living in severely fire-prone
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All of the figures are not in yet,
but it appears that the costs of
this season’s Southern California
wildfires may reach $2 billion.
Investing a small fraction of that
total now in brush clearance, con-
trolled burns, and other forms of
fire suppression will spare lives
and property later on.

We cannot continue to build
houses near wild areas, refuse to
remove fire fuel for aesthetic or
environmental reasons, subsidize
below-market fire insurance for
those who choose to live in the
danger zone, and then rely on state
taxpayers to pick up the pieces
when the inevitable occurs.

Read more
Sacramento Union

editorials online at
www.SacUnion.com
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44 My water manager calls it an impending
Armageddon, and I would probably agree

with that.”

BOB POLITO IN “*PERMANENT CROPS’ MAKE WATER LIMITS HARDER TO HANDLE,” PAGE 15

OPINION

Doolittle and Conservatives
Time to Get on the Same Page

Congressman John Doolittle
was elected to the California State
Senate and then to the United
States Congress as a stalwart con-
servative activist. The Reagan
revolution was just beginning, and
the newly elected young conserva-
tive was part of that movement.

Unfortunately, the perks of
political power in Washington
D.C. caused Doolittle to lose
connection with his conservative
constituents. At the same time,
many conservatives lost sight
of the conservative work done
by Doolittle, and they joined
the “what have you done for me
lately” chorus.

This rift probably would have
healed on its own as both sides
began to realize how impor-
tant they were to each other.
Unfortunately, we have a drawn
out federal investigation of both

Rep. John T. Doolittle

Congressman Doolittle and his
wife, Julie. Doolittle’s politi-
cal detractors are enjoying the
unfairness of the extended inves-
tigation, and they are using it to
cast aspersions on both of them.

Even some of Doolittle’s sup-
porters have gotten dismayed
over the continued investigation
and have cast about for other can-
didates to support. Every word or
action taken by Doolittle or his
staff is cast in the most negative
light on Web sites, in blogs and
always merrily by the daily news-
paper in town, the Bee.

We do not think it is fair to
Congressman Doolittle to keep
this investigation going on indefi-
nitely. There is an inherent unfair-
ness in prosecutors impugning the
integrity of public officials when
they don’t have the evidence to
take legal action against them.
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You get the feeling that this is
more a case about prosecutors try-
ing to boost their careers than seek
justice for the American people. It
should not take this long to chase
down the facts to make a determi-
nation of any wrongdoing.

Now that Republicans have lost
control of Congress, Mr. Doolittle
has less responsibility for making
the government run. This gives
him an opportunity to get back to
being the conservative leader that
he has been in the past.

We appreciate his increased
attention to district problems as
his responsibilities in Washington
have diminished. But, we would
recommend that Congressman
Doolittle get back on the offen-
sive and lead his conservative
constituents. We doubt that he
would get re-elected if his cam-
paign thrust is all about constitu-
ent service.

"To the conservatives here in the
Sacramento Valley, we would urge
you to stop making mountains
out of every little molehill you
hear about. Congressman John
Doolittle is a solid conservative,
and he has the voting record to
match—one of the most conser-
vative records in all of Congress.

Doolittle has been a stalwart
in fighting against big govern-
ment and liberal social programs
in Washington. He has been a
strong defender of American
security and our military men and
women, despite a slight slip of the
tongue and a biased newspaper
account.

Stop doing the bidding of the
left, which would like nothing
better to rid themselves of this
conservative thorn in their side.

Our hope is that Doolittle will
get back to being the conserva-
tive leader that everyone can
be proud to back and will do so
enthusiastically.

Taxes, Taxes, Taxes

By KEVIN A. HASSETT

Several Democratic candidates in the current presidential-election
season and the last one have informed voters that the world’s prob-
lems can be solved if only we would repeal the Bush tax cuts. Ever
mindful of the median voter, some, like Hillary Clinton, have been
careful to add that only the tax cuts for the rich should be reversed.

The candidates have likely adopted this strategy, rather than one
that calls for larger tax hikes, because voters remember the 1990s as
generally prosperous times. This approach, however, is extremely
deceptive. This became vividly apparent in late October, when
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Charles Rangel
released his tax plan. The main thrust of Rangel’s plan is a repeal
of the dreaded Alternative Minimum Tax. Wary of losing all of the
revenue that the AMT is forecasted to raise, Rangel increases tax
rates on the rich to offset the AM T’ elimination.

Since Rangel’s tax hikes are focused on the rich, and the AMT
is scheduled to draw ever more revenue from the middle class in
federal budget estimates, the rate increases necessary to maintain
current revenue levels are enormous. Rangel adds a 4.6 percent
“surtax” on adjusted gross incomes above $500,000 in the first year
of the law. This gives voters the impression that we are simply lifting
the current top rate of 35 percent to the good old Clinton rate of
39.6 percent. But in 2011, when the Bush tax cuts expire, the sur-
tax sticks, lifting the federal rate to 44.2 percent. Rangel also grabs
revenue from the rich by phasing out exemptions and deductions.
Add in the Medicare tax, and average state and local taxes, and the
combined marginal income tax rate goes to 52 percent. That would
make our top marginal rate the second highest among the ten larg-
est global economies, right below France.

This tax “reform” is revenue-neutral, which means that there is
no money left over to fund, say, the universal health-care coverage
so many of the Democratic candidates favor. If we lift the top rates
to fund that too, then our rate would be far higher than that of any
other major country, and begin to approach the 70 percent top rate
of the 1970s.

Kevin A. Hassett is a senior fellow and director of economic policy studies at
the American Enterprise Institute.
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NEWS: STATE CAPITOL

‘Permanent Crops’ Make Water Limits Harder to Handle

By JACOB ADELMAN
Associated Press Writer

A few years ago, the math seemed simple
enough for Bruce Allbright: Plant several
hundred acres of pistachio trees, add water
when needed, and then pick the money
from the trees.

Now, drought and water restrictions
are exacting a high price on Allbright and
other California farmers who must make
tough decisions about what to plant or fal-
low, harvest or plow under, prune or chop
down.

“I was hoping to build a nice little pis-
tachio farming operation,” said Allbright,
who grew cotton and lettuce on his farm in
the Fresno County town of Huron before
planting the trees. “Right now, it’s not as
nice as it looked four or five years ago.”

In recent years, some farmers have
shifted from annually planted fruits and
vegetables to more profitable permanent
crops such as nuts and grapes.

But with less water, many are struggling
to keep the plants alive.

Allbright is among the roughly 4,500
statewide farmers the California Farm
Water Coalition said depend on water from
the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta,
where a judge limited pumping in August
to protect the endangered delta smelt.

That ruling came in response to a 2005
lawsuit filed by the Natural Resources
Defense Council that claimed the massive
pumps used by the State Water Project and
federal Central Valley Project were driving
the tiny fish to extinction.

“My water manager calls it an impend-
ing Armageddon, and I would probably
agree with that,” said Bob Polito, who
grows avocados in Valley Center in San
Diego County.

California farmers will likely take 82,000
acres out of cultivation next year if the
state receives an average amount of rain
and snow this winter, according to a study
commissioned by Western Growers, which
represents the California and Arizona pro-
duce industries.

The economic loss would reach at least
$69 million in farm production, according
to the study.

Prices for consumers likely wouldn’t
change because cuts in supply can be
replaced by imports.

But the state’s overall agricultural output
would be affected, said Chris Scheuring, a
lawyer with the California Farm Bureau
Federation’s natural resources and envi-
ronmental division.

For many growers, the water cuts
appear to be a replay of the early 1990s,
when Congress passed the Central Valley
Project Improvement Act. The legislation
restricted the amount of water available for

irrigation to improve habitat for fish and
other wildlife.

Growers were better situated to deal
with a sharp cut then because they were
more reliant on annual field crops that are
planted anew each year. Farmers could sow
fewer crops if they knew water would be
scarce.

More of the state’s agricultural acreage
is now dedicated to tree and vine crops,
which are more profitable but offer farm-

ers less flexibility in dry years because they
can’t go without water.

Plantings of almonds, one of the state’s
primary permanent crops, increased by
more than a third to 680,000 acres between
1996 and 2005, according to the California
Department of Food and Agriculture. Acres
with wine grapes and pistachios — other
major permanent crops — also increased by
about a third.

Acres with lettuce, meanwhile, grew by

less than a fifth over that period, while
other annual field crops, such as snap beans,
artichokes and garlic, lost acreage.

“The flexibility that was out there was
significantly diminished,” said David
Zoldoske, who leads the International
Center for Water Technology at California
State University, Fresno. “You can’t fallow
an almond orchard for a year and not water
it. It will be dead.”
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NEWS: SACRAMENTO ROOTS

Community Celebrates Historical Career of James E. Henley
City’s Longtime Historian Steps Down After 41 Years of Service

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Sacramento Union Writer

A retirement party was held last week for
longtime city historian James E. Henley,
whose contributions to the preservation
and legacy of the river city’s history is
immeasurable.

The attendance figure at the event alone
was a testament to what Henley’s contri-
butions have meant to the city and county.
And of the 150-plus people who paid $40
each to attend the event, which was held
at the Memorial Auditorium on Oct. 29,
a look around the room revealed a sort of

“Who’s Who” of local political leaders,
both past and present.

Among those in attendance at the event
were: Mayor Heather Fargo, former mayors
Ann Rudin, Phil Eisenberg, Burnett Miller
and Jimmie Yee, District 7 city council-
member Robbie Waters; District 1 county
supervisor Roger Dickinson, District 2 city
councilmember Sandy Sheedy; District 4
city councilmember Rob Fong; District 3
city councilmember Steve Cohn; District
8 city councilmember Bonnie Pannell;
and former county supervisor Murielle
Johnson.

Jim Henley (center) holds up a framed county of Sacramento resolution, which recognizes his years
of services to the county and the city of Sacramento. Pictured with Henley are District 1 county
Supervisor Roger Dickinson (left) and county Vice Chair Jimmie Yee. (Sacramento Union Photo/Lance

Armstrong)
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Inaddition to these attendees, many more
locals showed up to show their support for
Henley during the three-hour event, which
included gourmet hors d’oeurvres, bever-
ages, an awards presentation, special com-
ments from longtime associates of Henley,
and a video honoring Henley’s career
through photographs from his 41 years of
service to the city.

Recognizing  Henley’s  accomplish-
ments with official resolutions were: the
city of Sacramento, the county’s Board of
Supervisors, Lt. Gov. John Garamendi and
Congresswoman Doris Matsui.

Although Matsui was not able to attend
the event, she shared her appreciation for
Henley’s career with The Union.

“Jim Henley was a true asset to the city
of Sacramento,” Matsui said. “The amount
of knowledge and dedication he exhibited
as the city’s historian over the last four
decades are remarkable. Our city’s history
and collection of historic artifacts will be
preserved in no small part due to his per-
severance. He leaves behind shoes that will
be hard to fill.”

Understanding thispoint, the Sacramento
Archives and Museum Collection Center

(L-R) Mayor Heather Fargo, former mayor Ann Rudin and Sacramento Archives and Museum Collec-
tion Center Archivist Pat Johnson were among the many attendees of the event. (Sacramento Union
Photo/Lance Armstrong)
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NEWS: SACRAMENTO ROOTS

(SAMCC), in which Henley established and
served as manager, hired Marcia Eymann
to replace Henley six months prior to his
retirement, so that she could work directly
with Henley and absorb whatever advice
and knowledge she could obtain from him
during this time.

Eymann, who served as curator of histor-
ical photography at the Oakland Museum
of California, from 1990 to 2005, said that
although she appreciated her experience of
working alongside Henley, she understands
that she was only introduced to a small per-
centage of his knowledge.

“There’s no way I can get everything out
of his head. That’s for sure,” Eymann said.
“He’s a great guy and although he’s leaving,
he tells me I can have lunch with him once
a month!”

Eymann’s kind words about Henley
echo the words of many people who had
the opportunity to associate with Henley
during his long and important career in the
capital city.

Another admirer of Henley’s work as the
city’s historian is Miller, who has been asso-
ciated with Henley throughout his career
with the city.

“Jim sort of started the (Sacramento)
History Center (today’s  Discovery
Museum’s Gold Rush History Center in
Old Sacramento) as a student and over
the years, he’s grown into being the really
center of all historical activities concerning
the community at large,” Miller said. “He’s
a terrible loss, if we lose him. Actually, I
think we’ll keep tab of him and keep him
active, because no one has the knowledge
and information and background on the
city’s history like Jim has.”

Local historian Meade Kibbey, a long-
time friend of Henley, referred to Henley’s
mind as a “giant hard disc.”

“I just wish there was a USB connec-
tion right behind his ear, but it wouldn’t
work because the biggest hard drive isn’t
big enough. We’d have to go into (a higher
storage capacity range, called) terabytes.”

Henley, 63, recently discussed his life-
long love for history during an extensive,
two-part, three-hour interview with The
Union.

During this exclusive interview, Henley
said that his interest in history stems back
to his childhood, while he was growing
up with his parents, Rufus and Emmaline,
and his two older brothers, Ronald and
William, in the little town of Oakdale, just
east of Modesto.

“Where I grew up, we grew up on a (wal-
nut, almonds and chicken (for eggs)) farm
and there weren’t too many people around
and so, most of the time I read,” Henley
said. “I read and read and read and history
books were a little bit like adventures or
windows on the world.”

Henley added that a pair of his earliest
history teachers also influenced him.

“I had an excellent history teacher in
grammar school, who made an impression
on me, named Mrs. Kingston, and when
I got to (Oakdale) High School, I met a
woman named Mrs. (Emma) Enos. She
was a wonderful teacher and she really did
cause me to be extremely interested in U.S.
history and world history.”

As Henley’s interest in history increased,
as he grew older, he eventually attended-
Sacramento State College — now California
State University, Sacramento — where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in history and a
minor in archaeology in 1965.

But Henley admits that by majoring in
history, he was faced with a dilemma.

“When you get a degree in history, what
do you do with it? You know, that’s kind
of a good question, so I went and visited
my school advisor and I wasn’t particularly
happy with what he had to say,” Henley
said. “What he said essentially was, “Well,
you can go on to graduate school and get a
master’s degree and you can probably teach
in a junior college or you can go on and
geta Ph.D. and teach in a university or you
could maybe get a teaching credential and
teach in grade school.” And he said, “You
know, just remember, you can always go to
work for Bank of America. They like peo-
ple with well rounded educations.” That
didn’t sit well with me at all.”

Although Henley said that he did not
want to become a banker or a teacher, he
nonetheless enrolled in a teaching creden-
tial program at SSC.

This decision proved to be the best
career choice that he ever made, since it
was at this time that Henley met SSC pro-
fessor Vernon Aubrey Neasham.

A former historian for the state and
national parks services, who set up the
initial surveys for Alaska and Hawaii,
Neasham established and was head of the
school’s now-non-existent Environmental
Resource Management department.

Henley passionately recalls his early
relationship with Neasham, who would

Jim Henley works at the Sacramento City and
County Museum in 1976. (Photo courtesy of
Sacramento Archives and Museum Collection
Center)
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eventually become his mentor.

“When I was in graduate school, I needed
three more units to keep up my units, so I
was looking around and a friend said, ‘You
ought to take this guy’s class, he’s pretty
good.” He had a class on museum design, so
I signed up for the class and I actually did
enjoy it and I really enjoyed talking with
(Neasham). He was really a brilliant guy.
When the class was nearly over, he called
me into his office and said, ‘T’m looking for
somebody to come to work for me. I've got
a project, where I'm doing a historic dis-
trict (known as Old Sacramento).””

Little did Henley know that his early
work reading blueprints, as well as doing
graphic and title research about every Old
Sacramento building, for a salary of about
$450 per month would lead to a career
with the city of Sacramento, spanning four
decades.

“That was where I started was a job
working on Old Sacramento,” Henley
said. “And about two or three years after
that, (Neasham) decided that he wanted to
retire and he recommended me to be his
replacement.”

Taking on a continuously expanding
role in preserving the city’s history, Henley
eventually became known as the city’s
historian.

And it is a title that fits him well, con-

sidering the vast knowledge that he accu-
mulated about the area’s history and the
many local historical projects, which he
played major or minor roles in completing
or advancing.

Being that Old Sacramento, which is the
first historic/urban renewal district in the
nation, has been such a lengthy project,
Henley has overseen many improvements
in the area, including many historic build-
ing restorations and reconstructions.

One of the Old Sacramento projects that
Henley led was the reconstruction of the
Eagle Theatre.

“I put together a research project for the
state on the history of the Eagle Theatre
and we worked with the (Sacramento)
Junior League, who raised the money to
reconstruct it,” Henley said.

Henley also put together an “1849-
Scene” planning document for the state,
regarding how Old Sacramento should
appear.

“That was an important document,
because it set a lot of precedence for what
the parks department decided that they
should do down there,” Henley said.

Henley, who is also recognized for help-
ing to save the Memorial Auditorium from
the wrecking ball, was also involved in the
operation of and acquisition of items for one
of the city and county’s early museums.
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(L-R) Burnett Miller, Aubrey Neasham, Meade Kibbey, and Jim Henley gather at the door of Pioneer
Hall, the first site of the museum, in 1967. (Photo courtesy of Sacramento Archives and Museum

Collection Center)

His efforts to acquire local historical
items never evaporated, as Henley con-
tinued to assist in the acquisition of many
historical items, which today are part of the
SAMCC collection, the largest local gov-
ernment archive in the state.

Among the items in this collection are:
corporate papers, private individuals’
records, official city and county records,
the California Almond Growers and other
local organizations’ records, 5 million pho-
tographs and 10 million feet of KCRA-TV
news film footage, from the 1950s through
the 1980s.

Henley also worked on the planning
document for the state on what a railroad
museum should be like in Sacramento. And
Henley said that the museum was built
so close to this plan that “it was almost
scary.”

In 1985, the Sacramento History Center
was established through the efforts of
Henley.

And if his aforementioned local history
accomplishments were not sufficient for
an entire career already, Henley managed
to meet his future wife through another
historical project, restoring a midtown
Victorian. The couple was married on
Sept. 22, 1978 and continue to reside in
this home.

“I was very much in the mindset of
restoring a Victorian house and at that

time everybody, who was restoring houses
in midtown, sort of hung around together,”
Henley said. “I happened to be at (a ‘greasy
spoon’ diner with this group) on Broadway
and I met (Paula) there through a mutual
friend and that’s where it all started.”

Like many historians, Henley has also
put his many years of research in black and
white for the reading enjoyment of present
and future generations.

He has played a leading role in about five
books, written sections in about 15 more
and has contributed many small pieces for
magazines and journals.

In addition to his published works, which
include an award-winning book about
Sacramento in the 19th century, called
“The City of the Plain,” which he co-
authored with Neasham in 1969, Henley
plans to write two more local history books,
including one about Sacramento’s connec-
tion to the 1894 Pullman Strike.

Although no longer in the spotlight as
the city’s historian, Henley, as is evident
by his desire to continue writing about
Sacramento, does not appear to be com-
pletely fading away into retirement.

But whether he provides one more
contribution to the preservation of this
city’s storied past, one thing is for certain,
Sacramento owes a great deal to the history
of James E. Henley.

Kristin at (916) 264-7072.

The Sacramento History Foundation has established the James
E. Henley Internship endowment. Information about this program,
which has already raised $18,000, can be obtained by calling
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RECOVERY from page 1

people were forced from their homes,
which officials say is the largest evacuation
in the state’s history.

At last tally about 500,000 acres were
scorched, including thousands of acres
of farm and ranch land. The state Office
of Emergency Services has so far totaled
2,767 structures destroyed, including about
2,000 homes. The tally does not include
lost fencing, irrigation systems, pumps and
equipment.

Southern California officials experienced
in the kind of havoc blowtorch winds can
cause to agricultural crops say when the
extent of damage is fully known, wind dam-
age will likely rival the destruction caused
by fire.

Now, with more than a dozen fires fully
surrounded, firefighters were pushing to
complete lines around seven others. While
writing this article [Nov. 1], containment
of those major blazes ranged from 50 per-
cent to 97 percent.

“I lost about 1,500 avocado trees--about
all T had,” said Escondido farmer Paul
Thoryk. “I didn’t have insurance for the
trees. I don’t know if there’s going to be
any kind of help for this. And, it’s not just
the trees, it’s all the irrigation equipment.
That got burned up, too.

“But, that doesn’t count the crop I was
getting ready to pick in the next month or
two,” he said. “That’s probably a loss of
$80,000 to $100,000. My neighbors got hit
pretty hard, too.”

About 6,000 small farmers call San Diego
County home and together produce about
$1.5 billion in crops each year. The county
is ranked No. 1 among U.S. counties in the
production of floral, nursery and green-
house products, as well as avocados.

up. At first he thought the fire would be
caught, but by noon he realized that wasn’t
the case.

“Actually, we had a fire in our farm
Sunday night from a downed power line,
but we were able to get it out,” Hanify said.
“We got out there in the avocado groves
at night and we were able to stop that fire.
The fire that took off on Oct. 23 ended up
burning that grove anyway.

“When it jumped the freeway, that’s
when we fled,” he said. “The fire was
headed straight for my house. The other
employees and I live in the Fallbrook area
and we could see people pouring onto the
freeways. Downtown Fallbrook was cha-
otic as people were leaving.

“I met my wife at our house, packed,
took the cat and got out,” he said. “One of
the things that was hard for me is my father
died in Barstow on Tuesday and I didn’t
have any clothes for the funeral. I couldn’t
get back in because of the evacuation. They
had guys with automatic weapons manning
the barricades.”

Hanify said he and his wife were able to
get a motel room in Temecula and he was
allowed to get some appropriate clothes
from his home on Thursday morning.

The wildfire and wind impact on Eco
Farms varied by location. In some areas
almost all fruit was blown from the trees. In
other areas the trees were burned and the
drip irrigation equipment was destroyed.
The extent of the damage and the value of
what has been lost is being tallied now. He
said it will take at least a week to get opera-
tions anywhere near normal.

In Ventura County, which was hammered
by Santa Ana winds gusting to between 80
and 100 miles per hour, the damage wasn’t

“Right now we’re running around trying to clean up
the mess,” said Schwabauer. “We’ve got broken limbs,
trees have blown over, roads need to be cleared.”

Avocado growers will have to wait
weeks before they know if their trees suf-
fered long-term damage in the wildfires.
University of California farm advisor Ben
Faber said it may take six to eight weeks to
learn if avocado trees exposed to fire will
even survive.

And, if they do, the trees may lose their
fruit and leaves, meaning they will not pro-
duce for the next two seasons. But experts
also note that avocado trees have proven
in the past to be resilient in recovery from
fires.

Eco Farms manager Tim Hanify said
he saw puffs of smoke from his Temecula
office last month and watched the plumes
increase as the Santa Ana winds picked

from fire but extreme wind.

Ventura County avocado and citrus
farmer David Schwabauer said estimates of
loss in his groves are about 25 percent to
30 percent because of the avocados blown
onto the ground. He said perhaps as much
as a third to half of his lemon crop in wind-
prone areas is scarred. That damage, usu-
ally from thorn puncture, reduces quality
and therefore the price paid to farmers.

“Right now we’re running around try-
ing to clean up the mess,” said Schwabauer,
whoisa California Farm Bureau Federation
director. “We’ve got broken limbs, trees
have blown over, roads need to be cleared.

“At least now the winds have subsided
and temperatures have dropped,” he said.

20 | The Sacramento Union | SacUnion.com | November 9, 2007

ik Yl
Star, Karen Quincy Loberg)

“We’re just thankful we didn’t have fire
damage added to all this.”

A wider survey of Southern California
agricultural officials conducted by Farm
Bureau indicates winds and wildfires have
not only damaged or threatened avocado
and citrus groves, there has been serious
damage to nurseries, vineyards, rangeland
and other farm and ranch operations.

San Diego County is ranked sixth in
the nation in the number of horses, and
thousands were evacuated to shelters. It
is unclear if all livestock was successfully
evacuated or if the animals were able to
escape the fires’ paths.

While agricultural losses are difficult to
quantify and there are areas still not safe
to enter, officials are putting a preliminary
loss figure for all damage, including homes,
at about $1 billion. Farmers and county
agricultural officials will assess the losses to
farms and ranches during the next several
weeks.

It is clear, however, that the most exten-
sive farm-related fire damage occurred in
San Diego County.

“We’ve had a lot of destruction to vine-
yards, cattle ranches, poultry ranches,
nurseries, avocados and citrus fruit. All
those crops are produced in the footprint
of the burned areas,” San Diego County
Farm Bureau Executive Director Eric
Larson said.

Los Angeles County: The agricultural
commissioner’s office reported wind dam-
age in avocado groves. In addition, fire in
the Malibu area killed 52 goats that had
gathered in a shelter that burned.

Orange County: The county agricul-
tural commissioner’s office reported minor
fire damage to avocados and to nursery
crops and buildings. Most nurseries sent

Fire engulfed a large portion of western Ventura County on Oct. 21, 2007. (AP Photo/Ventura County

their employees home and maintained
skeleton crews to irrigate plants because of
the hot, dry winds.

Riverside County: Strong winds caused
the worst trouble. The county Farm Bureau
said some pumpkins and winter vegetables
were “sandblasted” by blowing dust car-
ried on the strong wind. The county agri-
cultural commissioner’ office says it is still
assessing damage.

San Bernardino County: The county
Farm Bureau reported that apple orchards
stand near the path of the wildfires, but
has heard no reports of damage so far. It
expects fire damage to rangelands. The
county agricultural commissioner’s office
says some beef cattle may have been threat-
ened by the fire but has not received dam-
age reports for livestock.

The California Department of Food and
Agriculture said the agency opened fair
and rodeo grounds, horse parks, exhibition
centers and other facilities in several coun-
ties to provide shelter for people and ani-
mals fleeing the fires. CDFA said members
of its veterinary staff are now working at
animal evacuation centers in the Southland
to coordinate the movement of resources
to support pets and livestock until they can
be returned home.

The agency also is assisting dairy farms
within the region to continue milk ship-
ments to processors, coordinating with
Caltrans and the California Highway
Patrol to allow trucks through restricted
areas. Many rural roads in the burn areas
are not yet passable.

Story reprinted with permission of the
California Farm Bureau Federation. For more
information about the Farm Bureau or to sub-
scribe to its bimonthly magazine, “California

Country,” visit www.cfbf.com.
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GREEN from page 1

Barbara Boxer. The prospects sound good
but the committee got only half the story.
Estimates of just how many jobs our
push to go green may generate vary
widely, but not all economists believe that
there really will be any kind of green-job
boom. More important is the question of
whether these supposedly new jobs simply
displace existing jobs or are make-work
schemes to transfer wealth. Will they help
improve our productivity and prosperity?
Unfortunately, the likely answer is no.

The more complete story is that some
jobs may be created, but only at the expense
of others. Further, the result would be less
overall economic growth on net, and most
likely, the loss of existing capital.

The notion that one can make jobs by
destroying others is a variation of 19th
century philosopher Frederic Bastiat’s
“Broken Window” fallacy. As Bastat
explained, imagine some shopkeepers get
their windows broken by a rock-throwing

child. At first, people sympathize with the

shopkeepers, until someone suggests that
the broken windows aren’t that bad. After
all, they “create work” for the glazier, who
might then buy food, benefiting the grocer,
or clothes, benefiting the tailor.

If enough windows are broken, the gla-
zier might even hire an assistant, creating
a new job. Would it be good public policy
to simply break windows at random? No,
because what is not seen in this scenario
is what the shopkeepers would have done
with the money that they have had to use

By LAURA KURTZMAN
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO (AP) — Rep. Darrell
Issa, the wealthy congressman who
helped bankroll the 2003 campaign to
recall California’s Democratic governor,
is stepping in to revive an effort that
could deliver more than a third of the
state’s electoral votes to the Republican
presidential candidate in 2008.

A previous bid to change the way
California awards its electoral votes
failed last month when the consul-
tants running the campaign abruptly
resigned, unable to raise money and fac-
ing scrutiny over the one large donation
they received.

Those involved in the new effort will
need at least $2.5 million to $3 million
to pay petitioners to gather enough voter
signatures by the end of November, the
expected deadline to qualify the initiative
for the June primary election ballot.

Issa, a Republican who made millions
in the car alarm business, said last week
that he would contribute less than the
$1.7 million he gave to qualify the mea-
sure that led to the recall of Gov. Gray
Davis.

But he also said he was urging his

GOP Congressman Funds Electoral Vote Reform

own donor network to give to the Electoral
College campaign.

The proposal would abolish California’s
winner-take-all system of awarding its 55
Electoral College votes. Instead, the state-
wide winner would get two votes and the

ring to Issa, who represents a San Diego-
area congressional district. “Dave has
worked out a deal that they get what
they need, whether it’s from his pocket
or his family of contributors.”

Gilliard said others would contribute

Democrats have launched a fierce attack against the

proposed ballot measure...

rest would be divided up based on which
candidate won in each of the state’s 53 con-
gressional districts.

If the measure had been in effect in 2004,
President Bush would have received 22 of
California’s electoral votes, and Democrat
John Kerry, the statewide winner, would
have gotten the rest.

Kevin Eckery, a campaign consultant
who was involved in the first effort to qual-
ify the initiative, said he had spoken with
the new campaign manager, Dave Gilliard,
and had been told that Issa would come
through with enough money to qualify the
measure.

“My understanding is he’s prepared to
make sure it gets done,” Eckery said, refer-

besides Issa.

“It’s not going to be like the recall,
where he has to do it all by himself,”
Gilliard said.

Democrats have launched a fierce
attack against the proposed ballot mea-
sure, underscoring its potential to upend
the 2008 race.

Unless other large states also changed
their rules before the 2008 general elec-
tion, analysts say the California change
would make it difficult for a Democrat
to win the presidency.

Measure supporters need to collect
about 700,000 signatures to endure that
they have enough valid signatures of reg-
istered voters to qualify the proposal.

to fix their windows. If they hadn’t needed
to fix the windows, the shopkeepers would
have put the money to work in their shops,
buying more stock from their suppliers,
perhaps adding a coffee-bar, or hiring new
people, or lending it to others with wealth-
creating ideas.

Economic growth results from increases
in productivity, not by destroying wealth.
Government mandates that require pro-
ducers and consumers to use the most
expensive forms of energy, like wind, solar,
and ethanol, reduce overall productivity.
Less wealth and prosperity is the ultimate
result. Reducing productivity also makes
us less competitive internationally, in an
increasingly competitive global economy.
Though some jobs may be created, a long-
term downward spiral is also created. Such
actions are not sustainable.

Congress should keep long-term implica-
tions of their “job creation” arguments for
increased mandates in mind as they move
forward. Ideally, they will recognize the fal-
lacy of creating jobs at the expense of produc-
tivity and destroying wealth. Green energy
mandates should not be implemented if the
cost is less productivity, less wealth, and less
prosperity for all Americans.

Thomas Tanton is an environmental fellow at
the Pacific Research Institute. Email him at
ttanton@fastkat.com.
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How Hillary Got Her ‘Groove’ Back

By ANDY NEVIS
Sacramento Union Talkers Editor

Editor’s Note: California Talkers is a spe-
cial section highlighting the most popular sub-
Jects on talk radio. Is there a show or a subject
Andy isn’t hearing? Email him at ANevis@

SacUnion.com.

Talk radio got a chance to beat up one
of its favorite punching bags last week:
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton. After months of a relatively tame
campaign, the former first lady turned-U.S.
senator had, what many political analysts
considered, a terrible debate performance
last week in which she was targeted fiercely
by her opponents and was unable to give
clear answers to questions posed by mod-
erator Tim Russert.

Rush Limbaugh began his show the fol-
lowing day by offering his comments on
Clinton’s performance.

“I watched this thing last night, and I
saw her unnerved, steely-eyed, flip-flop-
ping over basically a mild line of question-
ing,” he said.

Limbaugh also pounced on comments by
some that the other Democratic candidates
were being unfair by criticizing Clinton,
who is nursing a large lead in key primary
states. He suggested the media and some

Democrats believe she should be immune
from question. “You can’t hit the girl, and
you especially can’t hit Hillary. Hillary is
the queen. You can’t hit her. That’s what
these withering attacks are,” he declared.

Perhaps the answer that best represented
Clinton’s performance was her reply to a
question about Democratic New York
Gov. Eliot Spitzer’s plan to give driver’s
licenses to illegal immigrants. Clinton gave
an answer that appeared to endorse both
sides of the issue.

“That was the most pathetic skate; the
most pathetic avoidance; that was horribly
bad... She wouldn’t even tell us what she
thought about it,” Limbaugh reacted.

The attacks against Hillary Clinton
continued for the remainder of the week
on Rush Limbaugh’s program, noting the
defense that the Clinton campaign offered
(that the other candidates bullied her).
By the Nov. 2 edition of the program,
Limbaugh had created a new nickname
for the candidate—“Victim-in-Chief,” and
rolled out a parody song to go along with
1t.

“Boy, I'll tell you, the Clintons, they’re
out there playing this gender card now,” he
said. “This is truly insulting. She wants it
both ways. One day, one minute, she wants
to just be the girl that everybody’s beating

up on, and then the next day she wants to
be tough as a man, or the next minute.”

However, later in the program an expla-
nation for Clinton’s apparent indecisive-
ness was offered.

“It’s not that she doesn’t know what
she believes; it’s that she’s afraid to tell us
what she believes,” Limbaugh said, “She’s
afraid to tell us what she really wants to do.
The Clintons want to appear to be for and
against everything.”

answer, she goes into a kind of [cackling]
laugh and dismisses it.”

However, this time it did not work,
Sullivan argued.

The local-turned-national radio talk
show host also noted that Clinton seemed
to be running against President Bush
instead of the other candidates in the 2008
election.

“She tried to turn every argument into
a debate about Bush,” he said, noting that

“...she’s afraid to tell us what she believes.”

Criticism of Clinton’s debate perfor-
mance was not limited to Limbaugh’s pro-
gram or national talk radio. KFBK host
Tom Sullivan also took his jabs on the day
following the debate. Although he admitted
to not watching the full debate, he declared
it was apparent the Clinton campaign was
trying to avoid answering tough questions.

“They are continuing a strategy of
avoiding direct questions,” he said.

Sullivan also responded to claims of bias
by moderator Tim Russet.

“No, he was asking direct questions,”
Sullivan said. “When she [Hillary Clinton]

gets a question that she does not want to

Clinton uttered Bush’s name 25 times dur-
ing the course of the debate.

Sullivan finally gave some unsolicited
advice to the Clinton campaign: answer
questions directly.

“She has got to solidify positions beyond
the Democratic base if she expects to win
the general [election],” he said.

Based on the reactions from talk radio
after this Clinton scuffle, it is safe to bet
that conservative talk radio will be as
entertaining as it is criticism-laden should
Clinton retain her frontrunner status and
become the Democratic nominee.

Long-Term Strategies for Managing the

By JAMES J. SCHERER, MBA
Sacramento Union Financial Advice Writer
Financial Advisor

Since last July, the stock market has
been up, down and now up again. What a
volatile roller coaster ride. Volatility is the
quick movement up or down in a market.
The quicker this movement is the higher
the volatility. A diversified investment

mix, a focus on large cap growth stocks,
and exposure to active portfolio managers
may all help you deal with greater market
volatility. Let’s take a look at diversification
first.

The Return of Diversification
Mixing your portfolio between stocks
and bonds becomes more important in
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an environment of increased volatlity.
However, this has not always been the case.
During much of the 1980s and 1990s, stock
and bond prices generally moved together.
This type of diversification offered little
value to investors. In contrast, the corre-
lation between stocks and bonds in recent
years — just as in the 1950s — has reversed,
and currently has a negative correlation.*
This means when the stock market goes up
or down, the bond market does the oppo-
site. Therefore, diversification is of more
value in managing volatility now than at
any time in the past 40-50 years.

For example, the recent decline in the
stock market was mirrored by a rise in bond
prices as market participants’ expectations
for economic growth were soured. Indeed,
since the peak in the S&P 500 on July 19,
intermediate term government bonds have
gained about 5 percent while stocks have
fallen about 5 percent.**

The markets are changing. The good
news is the stock and bond markets are not
moving together in tandem. With all of the

extraneous market influences around us
(i.e. Iraq War, Middle East instability, sub-
prime waves and the upcoming elections,
etc.) now is the time to review this concept
again with an experienced and competent
financial advisor and see if your portfolio is
properly positioned to help manage market
volatility.

*S&P 500 and the Ibbotson Intermediate
Term Government bond index.

** Ibbotson Intermediate Term Govern-
ment bond index.

This article is not intended to provide specific
investment or tax advice for any individual.
Consult your financial advisor; your tax advi-
sor or me if you have any questions.

Fames F. Scherer is a financial advisor with,
and securities offered through Linsco/Private
Ledger, Member NASD/SIPC (CA Insurance
License 0C20370). He can be reached at
916-797-1188 or Email at james.scherer.
SacUnion@Ipl.com.
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The Camel’s Nosebleed

By PETER HANNAFORD
Sacramento Union Columnist
American Spectator Online Writer

It was supposed to
be a no-lose issue for
the majority-holding
Congressional Demo-
crats. Expansion of
SCHIP, the State
Children’s Health In-
surance Program, to
cover more poor kids, would put them on
the side of the angels and, with its flaws
masked, throw the Republicans on the
defensive.

It worked—for a while. The pollsters
asked the people, “Should health care cov-
erage of poor children be expanded?” “Of
course,” they said. The Democrats trot-
ted out their hoary talking point about
the Republicans wanting to throw poor
children out in the snow (or wherever they
throw children because they always do).

President Bush vetoed the bill. Send me
a corrected bill, he said. No, we’ll over-
ride it to show the public that we are on
the right side, the Democrats said. They
made a few minor adjustments to the bill,
couldn’t budge any more Congressional
Republican votes. Result: the veto override
effort failed.

* Shower Systems
* Larpe selection af
Toto Toilets In Stock

The secret here is that the Democrats
— always trying to plan two jumps ahead
— wanted it to fail.

They are convinced that it is a surefire
issue for them, come November 2008.
They don’t care as much about children as
about winning the next election. They fig-
ure they can hang the blame for “hurting
children” on the Republicans, win veto-
proof majorities in Congress in ‘08 and/or
the White House. Then, they will move
toward their real goal: nationalized, gov-
ernment-run health care for all.

The SCHIP bill was intended to be the
camel’s nose under the health care tent
SCHIP was actually created by a Republican
Congress in 1997 to cover poor children,
period. The major flaw in the bill is that
it would expand coverage to approximately
two million children who are already pri-
vately insured. Children in families of four
with annual incomes of twice the poverty
level (approximately $40,000) are currently
eligible for SCHIP. This would be raised
to include families making three times
the poverty level, or $61.900. This is well
above the median U.S. household income
($48,201, according to the Census Bureau).
Thus, it would move SCHIP coverage well
into the middle class.

This, indeed, is the camel shoving its

nose well into the tent. “Free” government
health insurance? If you and your family
already have private coverage and make
$61,900 a year, would you drop it for the
“free” coverage? Of course. So, this year
it’s $61,900; next year is $80,000, and so
forth.

The Republicans have begun to pound
on the real reason behind the expansion of
SCHIP. It will take a lot more pounding
on the down-range cost of expanded “free”
care. At the same time, they need to remind
one and all of what we’ll get at the end of
the road: a health care system as clotted as

The secret here is that the Democrats wanted it to fail.

With expanded SCHIPs in place, the
Democrats will have the middle class
bracketed: seniors under Medicare; chil-
dren under SCHIPs. The next step would
be easy—and both ruinously expensive and
inefficient in a country with a Congress
that does not know how to face the train
wreck heading toward Medicare and Social
Security.

those of Canada and Britain.
In short, they need to make sure the
camel gets a steady nosebleed.

Peter Hannafordwas on Ronald Reagan’s senior
campaign staff in the 1976 and 1980 prima-
ries. Email bim at pdbh3292@aol.com. This
story reprinted with permission of American
Spectator Online, www.spectator.org.

“I baven’t a particle of confidence
in a man who bas no redeeming
petty vices.”

~ former Sacramento Union Writer Mark Twain
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Should the Giants Go After A-Rod?

By BRUCE MACGOWAN
Sacramento Union Columnist

While Giants fans
are hoping that the
team’s general manager
Brian Sabean will make
a big splash this off-
season by signing free
agent Alex Rodriguez,
there are plenty of good
reasons not to make the move. Giants’ fans
are frustrated, and everyone loves a super-
star. If anyone can replace the mesmerizing
diamond presence of Barry Bonds, it’s prob-
ably the soon to be 32-year-old Rodriguez,
who is at the top of his game.

A lot of Giants fans (not to mention
regional media) make a convincing argu-
ment that without Barry Bonds, fans would
have stayed away in droves from AT&T
Park. And there is much truth in the fact
that without Bonds, the Giants certainly
wouldn’t have enjoyed the postseason play-
off appearances they experienced in the
1997, 2000, and 2002-03 seasons.

But we also saw how poor this Giants
team was when they surrounded Bonds
with only mediocre talent. Even at an
advanced age, Bonds drew a record num-
ber of walks as opposing pitchers knew
that people like Pedro Feliz, Ryan Klesko
and others were not nearly as threatening
as past Giant stars such as Jeff Kent, Ellis
Burks, and Benito Santiago.

wife to the game, partly to see the terrific
young 20-year-old shortstop I’d heard so
much about. Rodriguez didn’t disappoint,
as he hammered a triple, a single, drove in
three runs, and made two spectacular plays
at shortstop in a Mariners’ win.

A-Rod would also fill the huge hole left
by Bonds—probably elevating the play of
the guys around him. And within a few
years, he’d not only be chasing Bonds’
home run record, he probably wouldn’t
have any accusations shadowing him con-
cerning alleged steroid use.

But now, here are the more convincing
arguments about why the Giants should
stay away from signing A-Rod.

First off, his agent is Scott Boras, a man
who has almost single-handedly tried to
change the salary structure of baseball.
When Rodriguez bolted a solid Seattle
team to join a mediocre club in Texas for
a stunning $250 million ten-year deal,
everyone wondered how owners were
going to be able to keep the salaries down.
Although there have been some ridiculous
contracts handed out in the last few years,
most teams have been smart enough to stay
away from handing out too much money to
top talent.

Still, if anyone is deserving of that kind
of a contract, it’s probably A-Rod. But
Boras showed little class when he upstaged
the fourth game of the 2007 World Series

to e-mail several prominent members of

| think the Giants should stay away from this guy...

If the Giants turn over the keys of their
franchise to A-Rod, they would also have
a hard time giving him a decent support-
ing cast because of the huge financial
commitment.

Sdll, don’t be surprised if the Giants
make a serious bid for A-Rod. Don’t think
the Giants’ front office isn’t aware of the
impact such big name players have on the
gate; the team’s owner Peter Magowan fre-
quently points out that the Giants need to
keep those turnstiles clicking. Ultimately,
the Giants have to pay off the debt they
owe on their privately funded park while
simultaneously providing financial satisfac-
tion to the large number of co-investors
who want to turn some kind of a profit.

There is no question that A-Rod could
bring a jolt to the team. He’s not only a
great player (he just came off a season
where he hit 54 homers and drove in 156
runs), but he’s also a major drawing card. I
remember the first time I saw him play 11
years ago in the Seattle Kingdome. I was
on vacation in the Seattle area and took my

the media with the news that Rodriguez
was opting out of his Yanks’ contact.
Perhaps A-Rod was disenchanted with an
aging George Steinbrenner handing the
control of his club to his clueless sons (the
Joe Torre fiasco got them off to a terrible
start), but there was also speculation that
Rodriguez was not a good teammate, hav-
ing become too much of a prima donna in
the Yanks’ clubhouse.

In my dealings with Rodriguez, I've
found him to be somewhat aloof, although
most of the time I’ve spoken with him, he’s
been courteous. Still there was talk that he
and Derek Jeter had some kind of a feud
going on, and that sort of thing is never
good for a contending club.

Another reason people are leery of
bringing in Rodriguez is that he has the
potential to divide the clubhouse. Believe
it or not, Bonds was never really the kind
of divisive force among his teammates that
the media depicted him to be (with the
exception of his prickly relationship with
the curmudgeonly Jeff Kent). Nonetheless,
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New York Yankees’ Alex Rodriguez responds to questions during a news interview in this Aug. 4,
2007 file photo at Yankee stadium in New York. Rodriguez opted out of his US$252 million, 10-year
contract with the Yankees on Sunday, Oct. 28, 2007. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin Il, File)

Bonds skipped a lot of team functions and
workouts (largely because he kept to him-
self and followed his own routine), but the
bottom line is that he delivered on the field
when it counted. Would Rodriguez isolate
himself like Bonds or would he mix well
with his teammates? Would A-Rod be able
to deliver as Bonds did in the clutch? Who
knows?

"There are also plenty of people who point
to Rodriguez’s glaring failures in the post
season. He’s never played on a team that
reached the World Series, and his average
in postseason play since 2004 is an anemic
.136.

I think the main reason the Giants should

stay away from this guy is the heavy financial
commitment they would have to make. The
Giants have a number of needs: middle relief
help, a couple of power hitters, and perhaps
another proven young veteran outfielder
(like the Twins’ free agent Torii Hunter).
If they signed A-Rod, they would probably
have to forego their other needs, essentially
putting all of their eggs in one basket. Is that
worth the risk? I don’t think so.

Bruce Macgowan is a radio and TV announcer
who bas been covering professional and college
sports in Northern California since 1975. He
may be contacted at BruceM@SacUnion.com.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Former
AL batting champion Carney Lansford
was hired last week to become the San
Francisco Giants’ new hitting coach.

Lansford, a five-time All-Star who
won the batting title in 1981, received
a two-year contract to replace Joe
Lefebvre on manager Bruce Bochy’s
staff.

Lansford batted .290 during a 15-
year career with the Angels, Boston and
Oakland. Lansford, who was hitting
coach for the Rockies’ Triple-A affiliate
this season, had previously been a bench
coach for Tony La Russa in Oakland
(1994-95) and St. Louis (1997-98).

“We are thrilled to have someone
of Carney’s baseball pedigree join the

Lansford Hired as Giants Hitting Coach

coaching staff,” general manager Brian
Sabean said. “He was an excellent big
league hitter in his own right, while his
expertise, enthusiasm and approach will
be tremendous assets to our club mov-
ing forward.”

Lansford grew up in the Bay Area
cheering for the Giants. He went to
high school in Santa Clara before being
drafted by the Angels in 1975.

Lansford had 2,074 hits, 151 homers
and 874 RBIs in his career. He batted
over .300 five times and hit .305 in five
trips to the postseason. Lansford won
one World Series as a player, playing for
the A’s when they beat the Giants for the
title in 1989.
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Baseball Schedules Out of Park, Out of Bounds

How Late Night Games and Professional Sports Don’t Mix

By GLENN DICKEY
Sacramento Union Columnist

When are baseball
owners going to realize
they’re doing irrepa-
rable damage to their
games unless they can
regain control from the
TV executives?

Decades ago, when
he was commissioner of the NFL, Pete
Rozelle saw television as a way to boost
the popularity of his sport and also make
it a much more attractive business opera-
tion. His predecessor, Bert Bell, had pro-
moted the idea of revenue sharing among
the owners and Rozelle continued that
with the TV rights, with money being split
evenly among clubs.

Rozelle went after the biggest possible
deals, and the money just kept going up
and up, as it sdll is. That also meant that
he had to give the networks leeway when
they scheduled games; the NFL would no
longer have complete control over that.

That hasn’t been a problem in football
because the great majority of the games are
scheduled on Sunday. Fans can generally
set their schedules in the fall for Sunday

papn|oul se8} 82IAI8S

games, with only an occasional Monday
night game on the schedule.

That’s not true in baseball. Chasing after
more and more money has forced sched-
uling changes in the postseason, which
adversely affect both fans and the teams.
The latest contract with Fox gives them
the right to schedule the start of the World
Series on a weekday night instead of the tra-
ditional Saturday, because Saturday night
has the lowest TV ratings of the week. It
also puts extra off days into the schedule
during the league championship series.

The effect of this is two-fold: (1) The
extra days in the championship series allow
managers to use their best starters more
often, which can affect the competitive
nature of the games; and (2) A team that
breezes through its championship series
can have a long wait before it plays again.

We saw this last year with the Detroit
Tigers and St. Louis Cardinals. The
Tigers breezed through the ALCS against
the A’s and then went stale waiting for the
St. Louis Cardinals to emerge from the
National League playoffs.

The Cardinals, who had won only 83
regular season games, then swept the

World Series.

This year, it was the Colorado Rockies
turn to waitaround, for eight days after they
had swept past the Arizona Diamondbacks
in the NCLS. When the Rockies played
again, they were swept by the Boston Red
Sox in the World Series.

audience with these late night games.

I don’t blame the TV people. They’re
paying a lot of money for the rights and
they’re trying to maximize their economic
interests.

But why do the owners just go for the

| don’t blame the TV people.

their economic interests.

They’re trying to maximize

In this case, the better team won, but the
Rockies’ rust showed in their first game, a
13-1 thumping. I think they would have
been more competitive if they hadn’t been
idle for so long, and the Series would have
been more interesting. As it was, it was of
interest only to Red Sox fans and those
who enjoy watching the wings pulled off a
butterfly.

The other problem when TV sets the
schedule, of course, is that they set late
game times. Combined with the inordi-
nate number of commercials that are run,
the games go past midnight in the East.
Baseball has always prided itself on being a
generational game, but they’re freezing out
the youngsters who should be their future

most money? As former As owner Steve
Schott once pointed out when owners were
discussing a new TV contract, “What dif-
ference does it make how much money we
get? We'll just give it to the players.”

Too true. Every time baseball gets a
new TV contract with more money, offers
to free agents take a sizeable jump. If the
owners took less money in their TV con-
tracts, it would only mean less money for
players, not for teams. And they could then
regain control of their game.

Read more of Glenn Dickey’s columns at www.
glenndickey.com.
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Granite Bay Coach Must Make Tough Call

By KURT JOHNSON
Placer County Sports Page
PlacerSports.com

Granite Bay boys’
soccer coach Steve
Fischer may be one
win away from one of
his toughest coach-
ing decisions ever. As
the Grizzlies poured
it on against an over-
matched McClatchy squad last Friday,
they advanced to the Sac-Joaquin Section
Division II semifinals, which were played
on Wednesday night. Although the result
of that game is unknown at press time, a
likely win there would move Granite Bay
to the title game on Saturday, and a possi-
bly unusual coaching dilemma for Fischer.

Granite Bay rolled through the first half
of the schedule, rising into the national top
ten rankings. After returning from a trip to
a prestigious tournament in Quincy, I,
the Grizzlies were stunned as eight top
players were suspended for disciplinary
reasons. The players, mostly seniors play-

ing in their final high school soccer cam-
paign, were slapped with a six-week sus-
pension from participating in school sports.
Between pulling younger players from the
junior varsity and calling back players who
had missed the original cut, Fischer pulled
together a new roster. Following a slight
wobble in its first few games after the
changeover, Granite Bay went on to run
away with the Sierra Foothill League title.

Now, the six-week suspension of the
original players comes to an end justin time
for Saturday’s section championship game.
If the Grizzlies managed to survive Oak
Ridge, Fischer was sure to be faced with
a tough call. Would he reinstate the play-
ers and give them their spots back, sending
the replacement to the bench? Would he
reinstate them and let them be part of the
team that takes the field for that last game,
but not put them in the game? Would he
reinstate them and try to get them some
minimal playing time? Or, would he sim-
ply not reinstate them and dance with the
crew that brought him down the stretch?
Reasonable people could make a case for
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Granite Bay boys’ soccer coach Steve Fischer.

any of these possible scenarios, but just one
coach could be faced with making that call,
and his decision will be the only opinion
that matters.

Placer County

Page!
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Visit Sac Union partner

PlacerSports.com for more
stories online.

Placer Sports Round Up, Rehash and Recap

Provided by PlacerSports.com
Race for SFL Football Playoff Spots
Down to Final Friday Night

Fresh off a 41-28 win over Oakmont
last Friday night, Del Oro (Loomis) sits in
a unique position in relation to its Sierra
Foothill League counterparts. The Golden
Eagles have locked up one of the two avail-
able spots to represent the SFL in post-
season play, and the league title hangs in
the balance in Del Oro’s season finale on
Friday night against Granite Bay. The
Grizzlies control their own destiny for the
second playoff opening. An upset win over
the Sacramento area’s top-ranked team
will put Granite Bay into a tie with the
Golden Eagles atop the SFL at 4-1, and
will give it the top SFL seed in the Sac-
Joaquin Section Division II tournament. A
Del Oro win, however, will open the door
for Roseville and Rocklin to have a shot to
crash the playoff party.

Roseville drilled Rocklin 32-7 last
Thursday night to pull even with the
Thunder at 2-2. The Tigers visit Oakmont
Nov. 9, while Rocklin hosts Woodcreek, as
each team attempts to reach 3-2 and keep
hope alive for a playoff spot. There will
be a lot of scoreboard watching on Friday
night, as Tiger fans and Thunder fans
become closet fans of the Del Oro Golden
Eagles, at least for one night.

Four Will Enter, But Just Two Will
Move On in the PVL

The chase to become one of two Pioneer
Valley League teams to make the playoffs
comes down to four teams, in two games
Nov. 9. Colfax and Whitney (Rocklin) are
in the driver’s seat at 4-1, but Bear River
and Lincoln are still alive at 3-2. Credit the
schedule-makers on this one, as the two
3-2 teams each get a head-to-head shot at
one of the front-runners on the season’s
final night. Colfax shut out Lincoln 34-0
last week, and now must handle Bear River
Friday to secure one of the Sac-Joaquin
Section Division IV playoft spots. Lincoln
will take a shot at Whitney on Friday.
When the night is over, there could be two
clear winners, or a big mess at the top of
the PVL.

Woodcreek Cross-Country Dominance
Continues

The Woodcreek (Roseville) boys’ cross-
country team finished first at the Sac-
Joaquin Subsection Division II cross-coun-
try meet at Angel’s Camp last week, advanc-
ing to Nov. 10’ section finals in Folsom.
The top eight teams and additional top ten
individual runners advance to the section
meet, where Woodcreek will be favored
to earn a spot in the state meet. James
Tracy of Del Campo won the individual
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title, and was followed by Woodcreek’s
Garrett Seawell and Chris Romo in second
and third positions. With Del Campo’s
Dan Mitchell finishing fourth, it was the
Woodcreek depth from their third, fourth,
and fifth runners that captured the team
prize. Cameron Mitchell finished eighth,
Taylor Newman 16th, and Tom Paulson
32nd for the Timberwolves.

The team qualifiers to the Division II
boys’ sections are Woodcreek, Oak Ridge,
Del Campo, Granite Bay, Pleasant Grove,
Fairfield, Rocklin, and Ponderosa, while
Jordan Willis of Roseville also moves on
individually.

On the girls’ side, Ponderosa captured
team honors while Woodcreek captured
second position. The individual title went
to Hayley Scott of Oak Ridge, whose team
finished third. Joining those three teams at
the section meet will be St. Francis High
School, Roseville, Granite Bay, Rocklin,
and Buhach Colony. Courtney Crosta
was Woodcreek’s fastest finishing, claim-
ing sixth place, with a number of team-
mates not far behind her. Jaime Brooks was
12th, Ashley Buckner 16th, Alex Ciaraglia
17th, and Stephanie Romo 19th for the
Timberwolves. Kristine Lozoya and Stacey
Haack of Oakmont both qualified for sec-

tions based on their individual times.
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Del Oro quarterback (5) Cole Saunders. (Photo
by Dave Kinsella of The Winning Shot)
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NHRA POWERade Series Crowns 2007 Champions

By JEANNIE BROUSSAL
Sacramento Union’s Gearhead Gal

It all came down to the last day,
Sunday, Nov. 4, to decide the four
NHRA POWERade division champi-
ons in the “Countdown to One.” Going
into Pomona, “Hot Rod” Fuller, Tony
Pedregon, Greg Anderson, and Andrew
Hines were the points leaders in their
respective divisions. The full roster of driv-
ers in the championship countdown was as
follows: Top Fuel: Rod Fuller 3,135; Larry
Dixon 3.083; Brandon Bernstein 3.074;
Tony Schumacher 3.068. Funny Car: Tony
Pedregon 3,147; Gary Scelzi 3.056; Robert
Hight 3.048; Ron Capps 3.034. Pro Stock:
Greg Anderson 3,136; Jeg Coughlin 3,102;
Dave Connolly 3,088; Allen Johnson 3.033.
Pro Stock Motorcycle: Andrew Hines
3,147; Chip Ellis 3,108; Matt Smith 3,096;
Peggy Llewellyn 3.054.

Jeg Coughlin driving his Jegs.com
Cobalt in the Pro Stock Division was the
first to capture a division championship on
Sunday by beating Richie Stevens in round
two eliminations witha 0.015-6.646-207.88
to Stevens 0.080-6.672-206.80. This is
Coughlin’s third NHRA POWERade Pro
Stock title.

Robert Hight, driving the Auto Club of
So. Cal.-John Force Racing Ford Mustang
Funny Car, won the semi-final round by
beating Mike Ashley in the Torco Race
Fuels Dodge Charger, but lost the cham-
pionship to Tony Pedregon. Hight needed
to win the round and post an elapsed time
0f 4.705 or better to win the title. He came
up short. Hight ran 0.100-4.877-255.05
to Ashley’s 0.057-4.951-324.51. This is
Hight’s second consecutive year as run-
ner-up. Hight faced his John Force Racing
teammate Phil Burkart (Castrol GTX
Mustang) in the final round, taking the
event win 0.053-4.731-326.71 to Burkart’s

2007 NHRA POWERade Funny Car Champion
Tony Pedregon (Sacramento Union Photo/Jean-
nie Broussal)

0.053-8.314-104.31.

Tony Schumacher won the 2007 Top Fuel
Championship, the fifth of his career, beat-
ing UPS Dragster driver Bob Vandergriff
0.075-4.486-328.30 to Vandergriff’s 0.072-
4.681-317.19. Schumacher is also the Auto
Club of So. Cal. Finals event winner.

In Pro Stock Motorcycles, it was a duel
to the end when Ellis and Smith faced
each other in the final round for the
event win and the Pro Stock Motorcycle
Championship. Smith captured both
titles with 0.033-6.944-191.08 to Ellis’s
0.101-6.957-192.17.

Top Fuel driver Larry Dixon, going
into Sunday in second place, raced Hillary
Will in round one eliminations with
both running a 4.52 et, but Dixon got
the win because he was off the line 0.062
to Wills 0.094. Brandon Bernstein, in
third place going into Sunday, paired up
with Cory McClenathan and scored an
easy victory with a 0.095-4.557-327.11 to
McClenathan’s 0.034-12.109-75.31. Next
up was fourth place Tony Schumacher vs.
Alan Bradshaw with Bradshaw going up in
smoke, giving the victory to Schumacher
with a 0.069-4.501-325.69.

Inround two eliminations, Fuller smoked
the tires at the start, giving Bob Vandergriff
(who was not in championship contention)
the win and leaving Fuller out of con-
tention for the championship. Brandon
Bernstein (Budweiser/Lucas Oil Dragster)
beat David Grubnic (Zantrex-3 Dragster)
with a 0.095-4.549-322.19 to Grubnic’s
0.089-5.020-305.77.  Schumacher (US
Army Dragster) beat Morgan Lucas, post-
ing 0.064-4.501-330.96 to Lucas’s 0.035-
4.552-327.90. Larry Dixon lost any hope
of winning the championship when he lost
to J.R. Todd in round two. Todd posted
0.063-4.508-330.88 to Dixon’s 0.055-

4.549-318.84. In the semi-final round

2007 NHRA POWERade Top Fuel Champion Tony
Schumacher. (Sacramento Union Photo/Jeannie
Broussal)

Schumacher beat Bernstein with a 0.070-
4.520-325.53 to Bernstein’s 0.065-4.637-
319.14. It was Schumacher and Vandegriff
(UPS Dragster) competing in the final
round with Schumacher getting the win
0.075-4.486-328.30  to  Vandergriff’s
0.072-4.681-317.19.

In the Funny Car division, “Countdown
to One” points leader Tony Pedregon lost
to Jeff Arend in round one eliminations
and Robert Hight beat Gary Scelzi (both
in contention for the championship). Ron
Capps (in contention for the champion-
ship) lost to Phil Burkart, who is driving
John Force’s car while Force is recuperating
from his accident in Dallas in September.
Burkart posted a 0.052 with a 4.861 et at
317.57 to Capps 0.110 with a 4.822 et at
323.35.

In round two, Robert Hight (Auto Club
of So. Cal. Ford Mustang) beat Jerry
Toliver (Rockstar Energy Drinks), posting
a 0.077-4.796-319.29 to Toliver’s 0.107-
4.839-323.58. In the Funny Car semi-final
round Hight beat Mike Ashley 0.100-
4.877-255.05 to Ashley’s 0.057-4.951-
324.51 but it was not enough to get Hight
the championship.

In round one eliminations for Pro Stock,
championship contender Allen Johnson
beat Max Naylor with a 0.025-6.671-
206.92 when Naylor red lighted. Dave
Connolly gave away all hope of winning
the championship by red lighting against
Mike Edwards. Championship contender
Greg Anderson lost to Justin Humphreys.
Anderson went 0.087-6.658-208.42 to
Humphreys 0.034-6.669-207.18, and the
final championship contender Jeg Coughlin
beat Larry Morgan 0.014-6.650-207.34 to
0.020-6.692-206.80.

Going into round two eliminations,
Coughlin beat Richie Stevens (Mopar/
Valspar Stratus) and won the champion-

2007 NHRA POWERade Pro Stock Champion Jeg
Coughlin. (Photo courtesy NHRA.com)

ship. Coughlin posted a 0.015-6.646-
207.88 and Stevens red lighted. In the semi
final round, Justin Humphreys (RaceRedi
Motorsports GTO) beat Tom Hammonds
(Cobalt) going 0.039-6.674-206.70 to
Hammonds  0.025-6.699-206.73.  Jeg
Coughlin beat Mike Edwards (Young Life/
ART. GTO) 0.033-6.654-207.88 with
Edwards red lighting. It was Coughlin ver-
sus Humphreys in the final with Coughlin
the getting the AAA of So. Cal Finals event
win.

In Pro Stock Motorcycle, championship
contender Chip Ellis beat Junior Pippin
in first round eliminations, going 0.110-
6.996-189.50 to Pippin’s 0.027-7.263-
180.94. Championship contender Peggy
Llewellyn beat Hector Arana with a 0.052-
7.075-187.57 when Arana red lighted and
Andrew Hines (championship contender)
beat Shawn Gann with a 0.032-6.984-
19146 to Gann’s 0.047-7.182-175.46.
Sitting in third in the “Countdown to One”
championship, Matt Smith beat Angie
McBride 0.045-6.994-188.78 to McBride’s
0.063-7.152-165.68.

Round two eliminations saw Smith
(Torco Race Fuels Buell) take out Llewellyn
(Rush Racing Parts Buell), posting a 0.017-
6.969-188.73 to Llewellyn’s 0.070-7.005-
189.28. Ellis (Drag Specialties S&S Buell)
knocked out Eddie Krawlec (Screamin’
Eagle/Vane & Hines Harley Davidson)
with a 0.037-6.979-190.30 to Krawlec’s
0.203-7.053-187.08. Hines (Screamin’
Eagle/Vane & Hines Harley Davidson) red
lighted against Antron Brown (US Army
Suzuki), giving Brown the win.

In the semi-final round, Ellis ran a 0.074-
.6.987-191.02 beating Angelle Sampey
(US Army Suzuki), who red-lighted, and
Smith beat Brown who red lighted with a
0.039-6.956-190.30.

2007 NHRA POWERade Pro Stock Motorcycle
Champion Matt Smith. (Photo courtesy nhra.
com)

November 9, 2007 | SacUnion.com | The Sacramento Union | 27



HOME & GARDEN

NARI

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
THE REMODELING INDUSTRY

Remodel with a Pro...It Shows

The Mational Association of the Remaodeling Industry was established wo
advance and promote the remodeling industry’s professicnalism, product
and vital public purpose. As professionals, we create an exceptional

experience for the remodeling consumer.  It's a symbol you should look
for when choosing a remodeling contractor.

Go to MARIsacto.org for more information.

The Voice of the Remodeling Industry™

FEATURED NARI CONTRACTOR

SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT

Making the Big Decisions Can Create Watery Eyes

By BRYAN GALT

So you’ve been thinking about sprucing
up your tired old bathrooms in the past few
months and now you are getting serious.
You've already picked, tossed and repacked
at least five different shades of beige,
thumbed through a mountain of books
showing the latest styles in bathroom gear
from showerheads to high-tech whirlpool
tubs and now you find that your brain is
bubbling as fast as a Jetta tub on overdrive!
You realize that you’re going to need some
help to make your plans come together, so
you go to the phone book, call a couple of
“discount” ads and realize that your future
bathroom could be placed into the hands
of amateurs, which is something out of the
question for any proud homeowner!

NARI Certified Professionals

What you need to bring your bathroom
design into focus is a professional from
the start. The National Association of the
Remodeling Industry (NARI) is the only
independent national association dedicated
solely to the remodeling industry. NARI’s

focus is on professional conduct, continu-
ing education and training, and fair and
ethical treatment within the industry.

NARI certification of professional
remodeling contractors serves as the asso-
ciation’s recognition of remodeling pro-
fessionals who have met stringent criteria
for experience and pledged a commitment
to high standards of practice and NARI’s
Code of Ethics.

The NARI web site is chock full of great
advice that can help you to make the right
decisions, ask the right questions and pay
the right prices for your masterpiece proj-
ect. The site even has a search engine that
will show you the NARI members nearest
to your location so that you can contact
them with ease.

The NARI site is located at www.nari.
org.

Tubz of Sacramento is a NARI
Member

Deciding to remodel your bathroom or
any room in your residence is a big deci-
sion. Kevin Galt, a co-owner of Tubz of

Kevin Galt, a co-owner of Tubz of Sacramento, knows
what you need to help bring your dreams into reality.

Sacramento, knows what you need to help
bring your dreams into reality. He has
worked in the whirlpool tub industry for
twenty years and has a proven reputation
for customer satisfaction and loyalty.

When you are ready to select a whirl-
pool tub or a multi-head custom shower,
you should always take into consideration
the fact that low prices do not equate into
higher quality. What you save today could
come back to cost you far more in repair
or replacement costs should a “bargain”
brand tub fail on you one day.

At'Tubz of Sacramento, the company only
sells the best-equipped and most respected

brands in tubs, showers and accessories on
the market today. They also back up what
they sell with full factory warranties, instal-
lation advice and they can make sure you
get the right product for your project. This
is what NARI professionals do for their
clients.

This is what Tubz will do for you too. I
recommend that you call Kevin at 916-575-
9100 today for a consultation on your next
tub purchase. You’ll be glad that you did.

“If you have to choose, why not choose the best?”
— Call Tubz at (916) 575 9100. See advertise-
ment on page 23.

NULTON REMODELING

DEFINING BY DESIGN

The Sacranentn Uninu

Welcomes

TONY KURTIS

Advertising Sales Account Executive
(916) 837-8456 * TonyK@SacUnion.com
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A Full Service Design/Build Company
Sacramento Chapter of NARI Contractor of the

Year Award Winner
Fod
2004 Residential Kitehens 30,000 - $60,000
2006 Residential Kifchers 330,000 - S60,000
2006 Residential Ritchen Owver 31000040
2006 Residentiad Addition 100,000 - $250,000

Our 26th Year In Buslness
Contact us today for an In Home Consultation

AN

MARI

916.731.5772

MultonHemodelin g.com




REAL ESTATE & FINANCE

The Outstanding Value of Homeownership: By the

By JOHN ORR, CAE
Special Contributor to The Union
Homeownership is by far the single larg-
est creator of wealth for Americans, and
consumers who take advantage of today’s
excellent buying climate to purchase a
home will find that it is the best investment
they ever made.
Here are a few examples of why, dollar
for dollar, homeownership is a solid step-

ping-stone to a future of financial security.

Over the long term, real estate has con-
sistently appreciated, even through periodic
adjustments in local markets in response
to economic conditions. On a national
level, home appreciation has historically
increased 5-6 percent annually.

Five percent may not seem much at first,
but here is an example that will put it into
perspective. Say you put 10 percent down

Questions About
Remodeling?

Call the Home Boys

Sundays 3:00 —

Leasn obout tha LATEST in
PRODUCTS and MATERIALS _
Buikding CODES amd REGULATIONS...

CONTRACTORS and SUPPLIERS...
Saving TIME, ENERGY, and MONEY

Tune Into Bob Nathan, Ron Beehler

and their stable of industry experts |
and get your questions ANMSWERED!

Call on Sundays 3 - 4pm

866-331-TALK
Talk 650 KSTE

4:00pm

L

"

-
g

ah-"‘ >

L.f'-

£.FI

Noel David Realty
Established in 1969

on a $200,000 house, for an investment of
$20,000. Ata 5 percent annual appreciation
rate, that $200,000 home would increase in
value $10,000 during the first year. Earning
$10,000 on an investment of $20,000 is an
extraordinary 50 percent annual return.

In contrast, putting that $20,000 down
payment into the stock market and getting
a 5 percent gain would only yield a $1,000
profit.

Looking at it another way, over a longer
period of time, if someone put $10,000
into the stock market in 1996, the average
annual S&P return would make that invest-
ment worth $21,500 today—an increase of
$11,500. The median home price in 1996
was $140,000. Today, that same home
would have gained nearly $100,000 in
value.

Homeownership is also a more stable
investment. Home values tend to increase
at a steady pace while alternatives can be
extremely volatile. For example, during the
stock market decline of 2001-2002, house-
holds lost more than $1 trillion in stock
value, while their housing equity continued
to climb.

Don’t forget there are also fantastic tax
incentives designed to make owning a
home more affordable. Homeowners save
nearly $100 billion annually on mortgage
interest and property deductions alone.

In most instances, all of the interest
and property taxes you pay can be fully
deducted from your gross income to

eDe: rgns_)
Family Dentistry

Sechalion Dentisiryg
WAEE UP TO A NEW SMILE
ASK US HOW!
916.630.9451

vy, sed ation demistrecklin.com

Numbers

reduce your taxable income. These deduc-
tions can result in thousands of dollars of
tax savings, especially in the early years of
the mortgage when interest makes up most
of the payment.

Plus, the best tax break available to home-
owners is when they sell their primary resi-
dence. A couple who own and live in their
home for two years and then decide to sell
can keep up to $500,000 of the profit tax-
free, and a single owner can keep $250,000.
If the homeowner uses these gains to buy
and live in a bigger home for at least two
years, the same benefits apply when they
go to sell their home.

Buying a home is the largest, and smart-
est, investment most families will ever
make. And with the long-term financial
benefits, variety of homes for sale in all
price ranges, and historically low interest
rates, the timing couldn’t be better.

For more on homeownership, visit
www.SacramentoHomeownership.com or
www.nahb.org/timetobuy.

Jobn Orr is the president and CEO of the
North State Building Industry Association.

UNION CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

For Lease Prime Location. Old Town Fair Oaks.
Office/Retail. Approximately 650 Square Feet.
Great lease available. Call (916) 967-7947

HELP WANTED

Lead Electricians Commercial electricians
needed for a small but growing firm. Three years
experience in commercial buildings required.
Self starting, highly motivated, and customer
service oriented are all needed traits. Salary
negotiable. Send resumes to 916.861.4368.

Century 21 Noel David Realty, established in 1969 and located

in the village of Fair Oaks, is built on a proven reputation
for the highu.'i[ standard of j'u:.r:mll:ﬂ service and illtugri LY-

Call us for all your Real Estate needs.

Fach othce is independently owned and operared.

(916) 967-2200 » www.NoelDavid.com
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fam'ily-room 1. a wide

open placu for creating memories.

How do you define the perfect place to live?

{ORE PARKS » MORE TRAILS » MORE SCHOOLS

For those whe have thelr own perspeetive an lile. The advenmren

The dreamiers. Your time has come ar Fiddyment Farm, This

new master-planned communioy by ShEnance Properdiz—with

' A
FOe farks traiks and mamnire PRCRET e than ARY CORMIMUBIEY in

the area—b pow rn:.lqi[.' with homes for immediare move-in.

Come take a look. We've got all the room you need

FiddymentFarm.com
PLEASANT CREEK THE ORCHARDS IRONCREST HELLA TERRA
by Signaturo Proporties by Morrisan Homo s by Lemnar bw EB Homsa
3tod bedrooms Jto 5 bedrooms 4 1o 5 badrooms J1o 5 bedraoms
Fram the $300,000's Fram the mid S400, 000°s Fram the mid $400,0800'= From the lew S300,000'
S16-7173-3448 916-TAZ-1447 916-T83-2078 9U6-774-1088

FIDDYMENT

SHADDW CREEE

by Shaa Homes

3o 5 badrooms

Fram the high $300,000's
B16-T80- 1727

?Mﬂ

THE AREORS
by Chrigtopharson Hemas
Coming Spring 2008
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NEWS: SPECIAL FEATURE

SAC UNION COLUMNIST

Letters from Abroad

lllegal Loans for lllegal Aliens?

By LIAM WESTON
Sacramento Union Columnist

Despite much of the
publicity surrounding
the crisis in the mort-
gage industry and the
alarming number of
American families now
facing imminent fore-
closures, unscrupulous
lenders have found a new market of vulner-
able buyers: illegal aliens.

I say “unscrupulous” because working
and/or residing in any country without
legal permission makes one, by definition,
transient. Obligating yourself to a 30-year
mortgage when you can’t even be sure that
you will be here to make the payment is
never a smart financial move.

Nonetheless, the number of mortgage
products intended for illegal aliens, called
“ITIN mortgages,” is growing while tra-
ditional mortgages continue to decline.
“ITIN” stands for Individual Taxpayer
Identification Number and is a nine-digit
number created by the IRS in 1997 specifi-
cally for foreigners who are not eligible for
a Social Security card. The ITIN is used

just like a social security number.

Lenders offering ITIN mortgages
unabashedly market to undocumented
workers in full knowledge that the bor-
rower must break the law by working
illegally to repay the loan. As an example,
one wholesale lender, Hispanic Financial
Group, advertises on their Web site http://
www.hfg-itin.com: “HFG specializes in
providing loans that recognize the spe-
cial needs of the Hispanic Community in
general and the unique needs of undocu-
mented immigrants in specific (sic). HFG’s
loans utilize Individual Tax Identification
Numbers (ITINs) in place of social secu-
rity numbers.”

Applicants for the I'TIN mortgages are
not required to have any U.S. (state or
federal) identification but can instead use
their “Matricula Consular” card from the
Mexican Embassy. Recent collections for
debt of unpaid medical expenses are, curi-
ously, not counted againstapplicants’ credit.
Nor is a FICO credit score required.

How can the lenders afford to take such
risks? Statistics. People lending to illegal
aliens are making an excellent return in a
time when many lenders are hemorrhaging

I v
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dollars from bad loans. I'TIN mortgages are
carefully considered, well documented and
normally 30-year-fixed. Given the tenuous
position of people working in the country
illegally, banks have apparently taken the
time to ensure that these borrowers are
well qualified and capable of repaying the
loans.

According to the Wall Street fournal (Oct.
9, 2007), ITIN mortgages have a default
rate of only 0.9 percent while prime mort-
gages have a default rate of 1 percent. The
now infamous sub-prime mortgages have a
default rate of 9.3 percent.

The lenders of ITIN mortgages are
betting against the U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE). If ICE
were even moderately effective in stop-
ping employers from hiring and retaining
undocumented workers, the default rate on
these mortgages would climb exponentially.
Instead, secondary markets of investors
willing to package and sell these loans as
groups have emerged, thus greatly expand-
ing credit available for ITIN mortgages.
The profitability of these loans means the
banking industry and the regulators they
lobby are joining forces with those opposed
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to the enforcement of immigration laws.

Kevin Mukri, a spokesperson for the
federal government’s primary regulator of
banks (Comptroller of Currency) told a
bank trade publication, “Banks are not an
arm of the immigration department. As
long as those getting mortgages meet the
requirements of being authorized bank
customers, including proper ID, it would
be discriminatory not to service them.”

Well, banks are also not an arm of the
ATF enforcement agency either but if I
tried to get a loan where I document that
my source of income is from an illegal
distillery, sales of cigarettes to kids or the
manufacture of illegal firearms, the answer
would clearly be “no.” Ordinarily, banks
would find illegal sources of income risky.

Similarly, the applicant of an I'TIN mort-
gage is required to prove he has worked
(without proper documentation) for two
years and must demonstrate that he is will-
ing to continue breaking the law to qualify
for the loan.

Some politicians are now calling upon
the federal government to bail-out the
lenders who were responsible for the risky
and exotic loans that were so profitable a
few short years ago. Economists caution
that such an intervention into the free mar-
ket will create a “moral hazard.”

The moral-hazard argument is correct.
Apparently, the industry still hasn’t learned
its lesson and is willing to loan money to
homebuyers who demonstrate they have
no legal source of income in the country
and may be deported by the authorities
anytime. What will lenders say when these
borrowers stop making payments?

Liam Weston works in international busi-
ness and was recently re-appointed by U.S.
Commerce Secretary Gutierrez to an inter-
national trade advisory committee. He can be
reached at Guchwale@aol.com.

“Letters from Abroad” is a new story
series by The Union in which colum-
nists Karen Russo and Liam Weston
provide firsthand analysis concerning
the most prominent foreign policy
issues of our time: Israel and the
Middle East (by Russo, a journalist
living in Israel) and U.S.-Mexican
relations in regards to immigration
(by Weston, an international trade
advisor familiar with Latin America).
Russo and Weston will publish alter-
nately every other week and appear
on this page.
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Natomas
016.574.9900

Elk Grove In today’s fast moving business environment,
your business needs a Personal Business Banker.

Folsom
916.984.8880 - e . .
Bk A business banker who is in tune with your business and
+

209.745.7000 the business environment you operate in.

Rocklin

916.632.7900 At Stockmans Bank, your business will have the benefit of a Prolessional Business Banker who not only

understands business. They understand YOUR BUSINESS!

Stockmans Bank understands how important your bank is to vour business. From day ro day operations,
to expansion and everything in between, you need a Protessional Banker you can rely on 1o have your best
interests at hearr.... Nor The Banks.

* A Personal Banker who is part of your decision team.

At Stockmans Bank you can EXPECT: ((:\

s FREE Caurier Service

]

* Insta Deposit — Remore Deposic 24/7 inro your account.
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# Low [ees that wont nickel and dime vou at every urm.

STOCKMANS

B A NK

Just call us to schedule your FREE LUNCH appointment

with YOUR p::rmn:l] business banker.

www.stockmansbank.com

800.573.7700




