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Thank you for showing an interest in choristerships at Rotherham Minster. We aim to provide a 
unique and valuable experience for all children who become members of the choir, and a warm 
welcome to them and their families into our church community.  
 
Choristers will benefit from an opportunity to sing regularly in what is perhaps the most 
historically and architecturally significant building in Rotherham, and receive free tuition in 
singing and music theory whilst providing a valuable service to the many people who attend our 
services and events throughout the year.  
 
This brochure will give you more information about what choristers do, the benefits of being a 
chorister, the scheme here at the Minster and some background information about the Anglican 
choral tradition and the history of the choir at the Minster. 

The Minster Church of All Saints, Rotherham, 
stands in a prominent position in the centre of 
the town.  
 
The present building has stood since the 15th 
Century.  Prior to this, two other churches 
occupied this spot: the previous Norman 
building, constructed in the 12th century, and, 
before this,  another church building, 
mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086.  
 
The current church is a Grade 1 listed building 
and the architecture is generally regarded as 
the finest example of a perpendicular style 
church in Yorkshire. 
 
Previously known as the Parish Church of All 
Saints Rotherham, it was granted Minster 
status in 2004. 
 
 

Rotherham Minster viewed from the West. 

The 188 feet tall spire topped with a gilded weather

-vane has overlooked the town for over 500 years.  

A Painting of the interior of the Minster in 1848, by 

William Cowen. The view is from the High Altar 

looking West towards the back of the church. 

Rotherham Minster  
is in Mission Partnership with  
St Paulôs Church, Masbrough. 
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The tradition of child choristers in Rotherham 
Minster dates back to the 15th century when 
Thomas Rotherham, sometime Archbishop of York, 
founded the College of Jesus in 1482 which 
provided for ósix poor boysô of the parish to be 
clothed, fed and educated in ógrammar, writing and 
songô.  
 
These six boys were the first known choristers at 
what was then the Parish Church of Rotherham, 
now known as Rotherham Minster, and were, 
according to the Statutes of the College, required to 
ódevoutly sing on every Friday for everô.   
 
The college of Jesus was dissolved many years 
ago,  but the tradition of choral worship at the 
Minster continues.  

 
Rotherham Minster choir today is made up of two sections: the adult choir and the choristers.  
 
Currently, the adult choir sings each Sunday at the main 10:30 a.m. service and at Choral 
Evensong at 4:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month, one of only a very small number of  
churches in the diocese which continue this tradition. 
 
Although the presence of child choristers at the Minster goes back a long way, the choir had, for 
a number of years, consisted solely of adult singers. However, in the Summer of 2021, the 
tradition of having child choristers was revived when a new treble section to the choir was 
launched. The choristers sang in their first service in October 2021. Currently the choristers sing 
with the adults at Choral Evensong on the 1st Sunday of the month and at the 10:30 a.m. service 
on the third Sunday of each month. 
 
The choir also sings at special services, including Civic Services, such as the mayorôs service in 
May,  and the popular and very well attended Rotherham Carols by Candlelight Service.  

A window in the Jesus Chapel commemorates the 

founding of the College of Jesus. At the top left, 

three of the choristers can be seen being 

instructed by a Master. 
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In the long established Anglican Choral Tradition, 
choristers are children who sing as part of a robed 
choir to lead the singing of hymns and to sing  
anthems and other special music during services. 
Although Choral Worship is less common today 
than in years gone by, in most British cathedrals, 
many minster churches, such as Rotherham 
Minster,  and some parish churches, the tradition 
continues.   
 
The practice of having children sing the top line, or 
treble line, in choral pieces is still common in most 
British cathedrals and some other, mainly larger, 
churches. In the past, choristers were usually boys, 
but during the latter part of the twentieth century, 
most churches and cathedrals began to include 
both boys and girls. Where choral services take 
place, it is now common to see boys and girls, 
sometimes singing together with adults, and 
sometimes singing separately, taking a key part in 
leading the worship.  
 
If you have seen the famous Christmas services 
from Kingôs College Cambridge, or heard them on 
the radio on Christmas Eve, you will know what a 
wonderful, inspiring and moving sound a group of 
well-trained and committed choristers can make. 

Rotherham Minster Choristers from the late 1940s/  

early 1950s meet a government minister. 

The Rotherham Minster Choir Treble Section consists of child choristers between the ages of 7 
and 13. The new choristers started training in September 2021 and rehearse weekly on 
Thursdays in term time. They currently sing on the first Sunday of the Month at the all-age service 
and at some other special services and events. As the choir grows and becomes more 
experienced, we plan to provide more opportunities  for them to share their talents with others.  
 
The sections below will give information about the choir and, hopefully, answer some of the 
questions you might have.  

Two Rotherham Minster Choristers preparing to 

meet the queenôs cousin , Prince Richard, Duke 

of Gloucester, when he visited the church in  

2011. 

Three Choristers from Rotherham Minster 

(known as Rotherham Parish Church at the 

time) in  1922. 
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There are many advantages to being a chorister. Choristers receive a good grounding in music, 
developing their singing ability and knowledge of music theory. Being a member of the choir also 
builds confidence, develops team working skills and gives children an opportunity to make friends 
with children whom they might not otherwise meet. Also, choristers take an important part in 
leading services, and often benefit from the sense of purpose and responsibility which this brings, 
and the knowledge that what they are doing is helping others.  
 
In particular, at Rotherham Minster,  we can offer: 
 

¶ a warm welcome for children and their families into our church community 

¶ opportunity to make music in the finest perpendicular church in Yorkshire and continue the 
500 year old tradition 

¶ free tuition in music theory and vocal training and an opportunity to work towards the Royal 
School of Church Music (RSCM) Voice for Life awards  

¶ staff and volunteers with a wide range of experience in music and education to support the 
choristers and help them develop their talents 

¶ opportunity to learn and sing a wide range of music in different styles and from different 
periods of time 

¶ opportunity to sing at special services, including at Civic events, and in concerts 

¶ social events for children and families 

¶ a chance for children to learn more about the Christian faith 

¶ pastoral support for children and support for families from our clergy team and others in the 
church community 

 
Many well-known people were choristers in churches and cathedrals when young. These include 
musician and singer Ed Sheeran; TV presenter, singer and actor Alexander Armstrong; singer 
and TV presenter Katherine Jenkins; former England cricket captain Alastair Cook; TV and Radio 
presenter Aled Jones.   

ñI owe my entire career to my experience as a chorister,ò  

ñIt was where I learnt to perform, where I learnt to use the full 

range of my voice; where I learnt to listen, where I learnt to write 

comedy ï but most importantly it was where I learnt the wonderful 

truth that something exceptional, something as beautiful as any-

thing anywhere, can be created just by you and your friends.ò  

Alexander Armstrong (former chorister)  

from a report on Classic FM Website on Alexanderôs appointment 

as Ambassador fpr the Cathedral Music Trust 

 ñAs a former chorister myself, I appreciate the benefits which singing 

brings to young people both physical and emotional.ò  

óóSinging teaches you lots of skills and provides many opportunities which 

will help, enrich and sustain you throughout life.  

ñThere is nothing equal to the joy of performing wonderful music with other 

like-minded people.ò  

Ed Sheeran (former chorister), on taking up the role of  Patron of the 

Choral Foundation for St Mary-le-Tower church in Ipswich  


