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President’s Message

Welcome to GNV-BNG’s 2025 Durga Puja.
When summer comes to an end, kids are back in school, and the temperature drops a few degrees, we start to
think about Durga Puja. I’'m happy to say that we have finally reached that time of year.

Every year, Gainesville Bengali Association has been bringing Durga Pujo to our community. On this auspicious
occasion, we meet and pray to Goddess Durga to bless us and to remove all the obstacles from our path. We
teach the next generation our traditions. We also try to make our student community feel at home, as many of
them may have moved to the US recently, leaving their friends and family behind.

This magazine was originally launched in 2019. Thank you to everyone in the Magazine Committee for putting
this together and to all the members for sending their articles, stories, poems and artwork. Also, our sincere
thanks to all the advertisers and donors. This is a great way to showcase our talent and give our next generation
a platform to express their thoughts.

In 2023, we celebrated Saraswati Puja, Holi, Nabo Borsho, and Fresher’s Welcome. We also gave back to
the community by donating holiday gifts to Peaceful Paths. Not only are these occasions fun, but they also
bring us together and make us feel at home. I am grateful to have a community like ours where we can be
ourselves and thrive. Thank you all for making this happen throughout the year.

Board members (2025-2026):

President: Sandip Ray

Vice President: Susmita Dutta

Secretary: Chaitee Debi

Treasurer: Carlos Batist

Student President: Swapnanil Goswami

Student Vice President: Raktim Saha

Student Secretary: Avirup Sinha

Trustees: Indraneel Bhattacharya, Malay Ghosh

Executive Committee Members: Rimjhim Banerjee-Batist, Baibhab Chatterjee,

Prama Jati, Mekhala Chakraborty, Rajen Mitra, and Prodip Bose
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Satyanath Howladar
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Win some, lose some

Swarnabha Roy

With careful hands we chart our days
Set our goals through time's maze
The clock ticks on, we race, we grind,

Chasing our dreams until the top we find.

Prepared and loaded we set sail,
With courageous hearts we shall prevail,
Tempests test the steady hand

Pushing the limits of what we can withstand

Shore is found by those who dare
Who draft new routes with grit and care.
Twinkling stars, they shine so bright,
The core's ablaze though out of sight.

Pause, take a look, and see what’s clear
Not all we crave will linger near
What truly matters will come to light
It’s a new day that follows the darkest night

For every dream we leave behind
New ones bloom within our mind
Measure not life by what’s missed

But by the joys that your fate kissed.



We win some, we lose some — so do they all say

Live for what is and worry not for what may!
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The Cat

Aapti Dutta

A graceful leap

Paws

Ascending off the floor

A graceful descent

A calm glare

Swiftly shifting

To the corners of the walls

She slyly struts in silence
Fur

Rises on her spine

With a glint in her eye;
Pounces—

the squeak of victory
Held between furry claws

Content,

She cozily curls up

And as she drifts off,
That same stealthy smirk
Remains upon her lips.

The Street
Aapti Dutta

We lay on turfs of privilege
Frivolously frolicking
Chatting away

You stroll down the street
“Please sir”

“God bless!”

The impoverished
Squished and forgotten

By the fists of society

You stroll down the street
Begging

For a penny or a nickel
For her daughter

Cradled in gaunt arms

You meet her dark eyes

Greeshma Jain




Young yet withered
Eyes that may have seen every terror
Our world has to offer

You sprint down the street

Guilt of greed

Chases you relentlessly

Guilt you know should be listened to

As you stroll down the street

Their spines shiver through the winter
Sweat running as a river

Through sweltering summers

We sit in our seats

Selfishly whining

With anything and everything
To ever be possibly asked for
Scattered

Down on the floor

Beneath our feet

We complain and we blame
And we negate the tragedies
While silver spoons

Are protruding

Through out of our lips

We think of their sanity as unworthy
And their safety as unnecessary
While we keep in warm beds
Waking up

To a table

Where we are fed

In the mornings
As you stroll down the street.



Greeshma Jain
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Pujarini - The Devotee

Pujarini is a poem about a court dancer, Sreemati,
who sacrificed her life for Buddhism. The poem
begins during the reign of King Bimbisara, an
ardent devotee of Lord Buddha and who was the
grandson of Emperor Ashoka. However, when his
son Ajatshatru ascended the throne, he decided to
aggressively revive Hinduism in his kingdom.
Sreemati, the court dancer remained loyal to her
faith through a complete surrender to Lord Buddha
and became immortal through her death.

By offering her prayers to Lord Buddha, she
wanted to spread the message of love and peace.
The same is the need in the world now as we can
see violence being resorted to as if it is the only
option to solve each problem, however small the
problem may be.

We have performed many dance dramas of Tagore
in this community, but we are staging Pujarini for
the second time. Verses from the poem are
juxtaposed with appropriate Tagore songs, taking
the story forward. Each part of the story, starting
from the Sreemati’s devotion, King Ajatshatru’s
orders to stop the worship of Buddha defying
which would invite a death penalty, the royal ladies
and the townswomen fearful of the harsh laws of
the land, to the final sacrifice of Sreemati are all

depicted in the dance drama.

Cast

Sreemati — Aapti Dutta

Ajatshatru - Rudrabha (Leo) Mitra
Bimbisara — Debasish Dutta

Raj Mohishi - Tanuka Bhunia
Bodhu Amita — Vedanti Chowdhury
Kumari Shukla - Rishita Bhunia

Royal ladies - Tavya Joshi, Priya Sabat, Agam
Sharma, Aapti Ray

Soldiers - Aikam Sharma, Keyan Dey, Gadin
Dey, Sohum Chowdhury

Townswomen — Anindita Das, Nirupama Dutta,
Chaitee Debi, Ginny Ahuja, Sukhwinder Bali

Choreography: Rimjhim Banerjee-Batist
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What are we cooking this festive season?
By Kausturi Parui & Sourav Dutta

Gainesville, 2025 - Welcoming goddess Durga in
the glorious autumn weather is always
accompanied by our collective sharing of both joy
and heritage. While it is a time to indulge in our
favorite foods and libations, pujo for the probashi
Bangali has always been a time that instills in us
both a nostalgia and a hopefulness for the future -
of someday actually getting a PTO and visiting
home for pujo. As our homes in the motherland
become sanctuaries of flavor mingled with the
sounds of dhak and shankha, here in Gainesville we
lament the absence of such familiar sounds and
aromas. Hence it is essential that as probashi
Bangalis we recreate the taste of home but with a
slight twist.

We suggest you try these fusion recipes to elevate
the essence of pujo for you and your guests at your
‘Bijoya’table! May we suggest, you start with one
spoonful of ‘jhal’, then dive into the ‘misti-mukh’,

with loads of hasi-thatta in between. Shubho Bijoya!

Mutton Kosha Pie

Total Time: 23 hours
Yield: 5-6 servings

Ingredients
e 3 tbsp mustard oil

e Whole spices: 2 green cardamom pods, 1
black cardamom pod, 1 cinnamon stick, 2—3
cloves, 2-3 small bay leaves

e 1 small onion, finely sliced

e 23 tbsp ginger-garlic paste

e 1 tsp each: turmeric powder, Kashmiri red
chilli powder, hot red chilli powder, cumin
powder, coriander powder, garam masala

o Fresh chilli paste, to taste

e 2 1bs. (900 g) mutton, bone-in pieces
preferred

e 1 potato, cut into cubes
o Salt, to taste

e 1 sheet pie dough (store-bought or
homemade)

o 1 egg white + 1 tsp water (for egg wash)

Instructions

1. Heat mustard oil in a heavy pan until it just
begins to smoke. Add the whole spices and
sauté for a few seconds.

2. Add onions and fry until translucent.

3. Add ginger-garlic and chilli paste. Stir in all
the ground spices and cook until the masala
releases oil.

4. Add the mutton pieces and salt. Cook over
medium heat, stirring frequently, until the
meat is browned and begins to soften. Add



small splashes of water as needed to prevent
sticking but avoid making the gravy too
runny.

5. Stir in the cubed potatoes and cook for 2-3
minutes. (They will finish cooking in the
oven.) Remove from heat and let the filling
cool slightly.

6. Preheat the oven according to the pie dough
instructions. Line a pie dish with one sheet
of dough. Spoon the kosha mutton filling
into the crust. Cover with a lattice weave or
a second sheet of dough. If using a full
sheet, cut small slits on top to allow steam to
escape.

7. Whisk egg white with water and brush over
the top crust. Bake as directed on pie dough
package).

Serve the pie with some roasted potatoes or veggies
and a side of salad or corn. Enjoy!

Cardamom Pistachio Shortbread Cookies

Total Time: 20-30 minutes (1 2 hours including
chilling)
Yield: Around 15 cookies

Ingredients
e 10 tbsp unsalted butter, at room temperature
e Y2 cup sugar
e 1Y% cups all-purpose flour

o ' tsp kosher salt (skip if using salted
pistachios)

e 2 cardamom pods

e Y cup pistachios, chopped

Instructions

1. Grind the cardamom pods with the sugar in
a spice grinder or mixer until finely
powdered.

2. In a mixing bowl, beat the butter until light
and flufty. Add the cardamom sugar and
continue mixing until well combined.

3. Fold in the flour and salt until just
combined. Gently knead in the chopped
pistachios so they are evenly
distributed.

4. Shape the dough into a log or rectangle,
wrap tightly in plastic wrap, and refrigerate
for 30-60 minutes until firm.

5. Preheat the oven to 350°F (175°C). Slice the
chilled dough into '2-inch thick pieces and
arrange on a parchment-lined baking sheet.
Bake for 10—12 minutes, or until the edges
are lightly golden.

Transfer to a wire rack to cool completely before
serving.

Serve the cookies warm with your favorite beverage

such as tea, coffee or milk. Enjoy!






