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Disclosures

Nothing to disclose



Objectives

1. Recognize that every year several 
legislative bills are introduced that 
directly affect pediatric providers 
and patients 

2. Describe the legislative process of a 
bill from conception to being 
signed into law 

3. Relate how pediatric providers can 
advocate for their profession and 
patients by using the Request to 
Speak system 



Think 
legislation has 
no impact on 
your practice 
and patients? 
Think again…

SB1085: Allows pharmacist to test and 
treat for children for common 
respiratory illness

HB 2442: Emergency use 
immunizations are not required for 
school

SB1186: Allows Delta 8 (synthetic 
marijuana THC) to be sold in gas 
stations

HB2323: Allow parents whose children 
have been removed by DCS, to an ask 
for second opinion



A bill’s long, long, long road to the Governor’s Desk



Idea to Law Journey

Legislator 
sponsors/drops 
bill

Assigned to 
Committee

Assigned to 
Rules

Assigned to 
COW

Cross 
Over

Third Read
(Floor Vote)

Governor’s

Desk
Assigned to 

Caucus



A bill’s shaky start…

• Your elected official is approached by a trade lobbyist/organization, 
state agency or a constituent with a legislative concern.

• Your elected official can agree or disagree to sponsor your issue via a 
legislative bill

• Remember: 
• They have many lobbyists/constituent in their ear.

• They have limited time and resources to devote to each bill. 

• They have a deadline to submit their bills.



A Way to Advocate

• Arizona Chapter of AAP Advocacy 
committee

• Meets on Tuesday nights during the 
legislative session

• With the help of two lobbyists we: 
✓ Meet with legislators 
✓ Shapes industry bill content
✓ Attends Health Committee 

Meetings
✓ Helps sponsor new bills



Who actually 
writes the bill? 

• Multitude of sources of give legislators 
their input

• A working draft exchanges hands by all 
involved parties, with multiple rounds of 
edits of verbiage 

• Legislative Council: a statutory committee 
chaired in alternate years by the President 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and includes six 
additional members from each chamber

•  The Leg Council staff provide a variety of 
nonpartisan bill drafting, research, 
computer and other administrative 
services to all of the members of both 
houses of the Legislature.



We have a bill!

ONCE THEY AGREE…A BILL 
FOLDER IS OPENED AND NAMED

SENATE 1### OR HOUSE2###
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The Committee Process

The bill is assigned to 
a proper committee

Health bills are 
typically assigned to 

Human & Health 
Services

Other committees 
include education, 
commerce, natural 

resources

The committee chair 
decides WHICH bills 

are heard and in 
what order.

Which ever party is 
the majority “chairs” 

the committee

7 or 10 members 
(need majority) to 

pass





The Process

• “IF” the Committee hears the bill, citizens can use the 
Request to Speak (RTS) system to officially list their:

 

1. Support or disapproval of the bill

2. Comment on the bill 

3. Request to speak in person prior to the Committee vote. 











Another Way to Advocate: RTS system

ALL NEW USERS NEED TO VERIFY THEIR 
CREATED ACCOUNT AT A KIOSK WITHIN 

THE STATE CAPITAL BUILDING

A GREAT WAY TO SEE HOW MUCH 
SUPPORT A BILL IS GETTING AND WHO 
IS SUPPORT IT AND GIVE YOUR VIEWS
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The Process continues…..

• It then passes to Rules Committee to ensure the bill is 
constitutionally sound

• It will then pass to Caucus: where each political party will discuss the 
bill and their strategy to either support or kill the bill. (No voting)
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The Process continues…..

• It will then proceed to the Committee as a Whole (COW)
• Opportunity for non-committee members to hear the bill and make 

recommendations for amendments or to voice their approval or 
disapproval

• Many bills can die here as well if there is overwhelm disapproval.
• There is an oral vote (roll count vote for defeated bills)

• After COW, the bill will proceed for a Floor vote (Third Read) in the branch 
where the bill originated (House bills in the House, Senate bills in the 
Senate) for a roll count vote
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And continues…..

• If it passes the Floor vote, it will then transmit to the 
opposite chamber (the crossover): 
• House bills transmit to the Senate
• Senate bills transmit to the House

• It will then proceed through the same process: Committee 
vote, Rules, Caucus, COW, floor vote. 

• If any amendment are made in the opposite chamber the bill 
will transmit to the original chamber for a final vote. 































A vote recorded

• Normally a bill only requires a majority vote

• Arizona is divided into 30 legislative districts, each district has 2 Representatives and 1 
Senator

• 60 seats in the House / 30 seats in the Senate

• This is why each seat is highly sought after in election years (if bills are voted along party 
lines)

• Nuanced party lines (Far Right/Far Left, Moderates, Independents)



Current Party Breakdown

Party 2023-2024

Republican 31

Democrat 29

Other 0

Vacancies 0

Total 60

Party 2023-2024

Republican 16

Democrat 14

Other 0

Vacancies 0

Total 30

House of Representatives Senate



How many 
votes do you 
need to pass?

Well it 
depends….

• Simple Majority: 16 Senators/31 Reps

• 2/3 Majority: 20 Senators/40 Reps
• Bills that brings additional state revenue 

(increase taxes/fees) 

• Bills with emergency clause/effective 
immediately

• 3/4 Majority: 23 Senators/45 Reps
• Bill that would amend a voter-initiative
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How many bills reach the finish line?



Slim Pickin’s

Year Senate House Total Trans to Gov Vetoed Signed into 
Law

2023 736 826 1562 348 143 205

2022 740 873 1613 392 4 388

2009 480 653 1133 213 22 188

1999 419 706 1125 375 21 344



So why advocate 
in the 

political realm? 
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