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US GOVERNMENT SHUTS DOWN – 10/1/25 

The US federal government shut down at midnight after a deadlocked Congress failed to reach a deal on funding. 

This means that federal workers will be unpaid during this time, although Congress will still be paid, and only 

federal agencies and activities deemed essential are still open. 

Senators are leaving town until Friday, meaning the government will be shut down at least until then, though it will 

likely last longer. 

Republicans on Capitol Hill want Congress to pass a short-term funding bill without any additional add-ons to keep 

the government funded at FY2024 levels through Nov. 20. 

Democrats want to use the funding deadline as leverage to secure health care-related wins and to restore cuts to 

Medicaid made by the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that Republicans passed in July.  

Democrats outlined health care provisions in their counter proposal that was rejected by the Senate last week – 

including the expansion of expiring Obamacare tax credits for federally backed health insurance premiums and the 

reversal of the Medicaid cuts that were signed into law under Trump’s megabill in July. 

JANE GOODALL, WORLD-RENOWNED PRIMATOLOGIST, DIES AT 91 – 10/1/25 

The world-renowned primatologist Jane Goodall has died at the age of 91, her institute has said. 

She died of natural causes while in California as part of a US speaking tour. 

Born in London in 1934, Goodall began researching free-living chimpanzees in Tanzania in 1960. In 1977 she 

founded the Jane Goodall Institute, which works to protect the species and supports youth projects aimed at 

benefiting animals and the environment. 

She was considered the leading expert on chimpanzees, her career spanning more than 60 years. Her research was 

pivotal in proving the similarities in primate and human behavior. 

ICE AGENTS ARREST EVERYONE IN CHICAGO SOUTH SIDE APARTMENT BUILDING WITH NO 

WARRANTS– 10/1/25 

Overnight on Tuesday, Sept. 30, federal agents from different agencies raided an apartment building on the South 

Side of Chicago. Armed federal agents in military fatigues busted down doors, pulling men, women and children, 

some of them reportedly naked, from their apartments, residents and witnesses told the Chicago Sun-Times. 

ABC7 spoke to Pertissue Fisher, a woman who lives in the building. She said ICE agents took everyone in the 

building, including her, and asked questions later. 

DHS said 37 people were arrested. 

Federal agents used flashbang grenades to burst through the building and several drones and helicopters were 

deployed, neighbors told the Sun-Times. 

"They just treated us like we were nothing," Fisher said. 
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Another person shared, “As I got to my unit to stick my key in the door, I was grabbed by an officer. And, I said, 

'What's going on? What's going on?' He never actually told me. He said I was being detained.” 

Neighbors like Eboni Watson say they ducked for cover as they heard several flash bangs. 

"They was terrified. The kids was crying. People was screaming. They looked very distraught. I was out there crying 

when I seen the little girl come around the corner, because they was bringing the kids down, too, had them zip tied 

to each other," Watson said. "That's all I kept asking. What is the morality? Where's the human? One of them 

literally laughed. He was standing right here. He said, 'f*** them kids.' 

A witness shared that trucks and military-styled vans were used to keep parents and their kids separate. “They had 

the Black people in one van, and the immigrants in another van,” one person also remarked. 

Destruction was left behind inside the apartment complex, with doors blown off their hinges and holes left in the 

walls. 

The FBI confirmed on Tuesday morning that they were helping U.S. Border Patrol carry out a targeted immigration 

enforcement operation in the area, adding that they have been supporting these efforts at the U.S. attorney 

general's direction. 

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker and Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson have condemned the federal response, saying it is not 

making the city safer. 

JANE FONDA RELAUNCHES FREE SPEECH GROUP STARTED BY HER FATHER DURING 

MCCARTHY ERA – 10/1/25 

Jane Fonda has relaunched the Committee for the First Amendment, the McCarthy-era initiative started by her 

father, Henry Fonda. 

The committee, established to protect free speech from government censorship, has the support of over 550 

entertainment figures, including: Quinta Brunson, Viola Davis, Kerry Washington, Natalie Portman, Aaron Sorkin, 

Spike Lee, Pedro Pascal, Ben Stiller, Whoopi Goldberg, Sean Penn, John Legend, Damon Lindelof, Julianne Moore, 

Janelle Monáe, Barbra Streisand, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Ethan Hawke, Billie Eilish, Anjelica Huston and Judd Apatow. 

“The McCarthy Era ended when Americans from across the political spectrum finally came together and stood up 

for the principles in the Constitution against the forces of repression,” Fonda said in a statement. 

“Those forces have returned. And it is our turn to stand together in defense of our constitutional rights. 

We refuse to stand by and let that happen,” she continued. “Free speech and free expression are the inalienable 

rights of every American of all backgrounds and political beliefs – no matter how liberal or conservative you may 

be. The ability to criticize, question, protest, and even mock those in power is foundational to what America has 

always aspired to be.” 

The original committee was co-founded by Henry Fonda in the 1940s, in response to the House un-American 

activities committee, which derailed or ended many careers by accusing entertainment figures of being communist 

sympathizers. 

In a letter encouraging her peers to join the initiative, Fonda stated “I’m 87 years old. I’ve seen war, repression, 

protest, and backlash. I’ve been celebrated, and I’ve been branded an enemy of the state.” 
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“But I can tell you this: this is the most frightening moment of my life,” she added. “When I feel scared, I look to 

history. I wish there were a secret playbook with all the answers – but there never has been. The only thing that 

has ever worked – time and time again – is solidarity: binding together, finding bravery in numbers too big to 

ignore, and standing up for one another.” 

ICE RAIDS SOUTHSIDE CHICAGO HOMELESS SHELTER – 10/2/25 

30-35 ICE Agents carried out a raid outside a homeless shelter in Chicago’s Bronzeville neighborhood on 

Wednesday morning, detaining four people without any warrants.  

According to FOX 32 Chicago, the incident happened around 9 a.m. CST, when about seven unmarked SUVs arrived 

at the shelter, which is run by the Bright Star Community Development Corporation.  

Executive Director Caryl West said “[The agents] jumped out, exited and there were about 20 residents, maybe, 

outside here, and they immediately gave chase,” West said. “They did not present warrants or ask if they could 

speak to any residents. They just showed up.”  

Officials at the shelter reported that five people were initially detained, and only one was later released. 

Surveillance video and Facebook Live footage from Pastor Harris captured the scene.  

FAA SETS UNPRECEDENTED DRONE RESTRICTIONS OVER CHICAGO – 10/2/25 

WBEZ Chicago reports that the FAA has set a 12-day restriction against private drones based on a request from the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security. An FAA alert on the restriction says the restrictions are for “special security 

reasons” without further explanation. 

The restricted flying zone, which started on Oct. 1 and expires Oct. 12, covers a 15-nautical-mile radius emanating 

from Downtown Chicago, reaching as far north as suburban Winnetka, west beyond Interstate 294, and as far 

south as suburban Dolton. 

“I’ve been watching aviation for decades and don’t remember an action quite like this,” said Joseph Schwieterman, 

a transit expert and editor of DePaul University’s Issues in Aviation Law & Policy Journal. 

The drone restrictions in Chicago were set the day after U.S. Border Patrol agents rappelled from Black Hawk 

military helicopters onto the roof of a South Shore apartment building and arrested more than 30 people. 

Residents of the building told the Sun-Times Wednesday that authorities also used drones in the operation. 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois blasted the flight restrictions as an apparent attempt by the Trump 

administration to limit the public and media’s ability to monitor federal immigration activity. 

“When redressing claims of the use of excessive force and other abuses by ICE and other Administration agents, 

video footage gathered by individuals and the media has been crucial,” Edwin Yohnka, ACLU Illinois’ director of 

communications and public policy, said in a statement. 

“This broad limitation over such a giant swath of the Chicagoland area suggests that ICE intends (as we recently 

saw) to use their own drones and helicopters for immigration enforcement action,” Yohnka said. “Using these 

military tactics without appropriate oversight and accountability is dangerous to the people targeted in these 

actions and the entire community.” 
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JANE GOODALL’S POSTHUMOUS INTERVIEW HAS HARSH CRITICISMS FOR TRUM P AND 

MUSK – 10/2/25 

A new Netflix posthumous interview series has launched, with the first episode focusing on celebrated 

primatologist and environmental activist Dr. Jane Goodall, following her death last week.  

“Absolutely, there are people I don’t like, and I would like to put them on one of (Elon) Musk’s spaceships and send 

them all off to the planet he’s sure he’s going to discover,” Goodall said in the interview.  

“Who’s on the spaceship? “Along with Musk would be Trump and some of Trump’s real supporters. And then I 

would put Putin in there, and I would put President Xi. I’d certainly put Netanyahu in there and his far-right 

government. Put them all on that spaceship and send them off.” 

US GOVERNMENT WEBSITES ILLEGALLY BLAMING DEMOCRATS FOR SHUTDOWN (IN 

VIOLATION OF THE HATCH ACT) - 10/2/25 (CAPTURED BY RELTHESINGER ON THREADS)  
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FEDERAL AGENTS CAUGHT ON VIDEO SHOOTING CHICAGO PASTOR IN THE HEAD WITH 

PEPPER BALL – 10/8/25 

Newly-released video shows a federal agent firing pepper balls at protesters outside the ICE processing center in 

the Chicago suburb of Broadview last month, striking Pastor David Black of the First Presbyterian Church in the 

head as he was praying. 

The footage, captured by Kelly Hayes via Storyful on Sept. 19, shows protesters standing outside the U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility shouting toward three agents stationed on the roof. 

One of the agents begins firing pepper balls and hits Pastor Black in the head. Black then falls to the ground as 

others come to his aid. 

Witnesses stated that the agents laughed after the pastor was struck. 

US FINALIZES $20 BILLION CURRENCY SWAP WITH ARGENTINA – 10/9/25 

The U.S. Treasury finalized a $20 billion currency swap framework with Argentina and bought pesos in the open 

market on Thursday, announced by Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on social media. 

"Instead of using our dollars to buy Argentine pesos, Donald Trump should help Americans afford health care," 

Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren wrote on social media in response to the announcement. 
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The value of the peso has declined sharply in recent months, while investors have been dumping Argentine stocks 

and bonds. 

Bessent said in a statement that the success of Argentina's "reform agenda" was of "systemic importance". 

"A strong, stable Argentina which helps anchor a prosperous Western Hemisphere is in the strategic interest of the 

United States," he added. "Their success should be a bipartisan priority." 

In a social media post, Argentina’s President Milei thanked Trump and Bessent for support. 

"Together, as the closest of allies, we will make a hemisphere of economic freedom and prosperity," he said. 

Argentina has defaulted on its debt three times since 2001, including most recently in 2020. 

Milei has been positioning himself as a Trump-like figure, complete with "Make Argentina Great Again" rhetoric, 

winning admiration from conservatives in the US. He has met repeatedly with Trump, with another visit expected 

next week. 

Bessent had previously pushed back at suggestions that the support amounted to a bailout for the Trump 

administration's "billionaire buddies". 

LETITIA JAMES INDICTED BY JUSTICE DEPARTMENT IN TARGETED ATTACK BY TRUMP – 

10/9/25 

New York Attorney General Letitia James was indicted Thursday in Alexandria, Virginia, as Trump’s Justice 

Department continues to pursue charges against his opponents. 

Thursday’s indictment focused on a 2020 mortgage for a property in Norfolk. 

The grand jury returned two felony charges: bank fraud and making false statements to a financial institution. 

James’ first court appearance is scheduled for October 24 in Norfolk. 

According to the indictment, James claimed on mortgage paperwork that a home she purchased in Norfolk would 

be her second residence. That claim allowed her to get favorable loan terms not available for investment 

properties, prosecutors say. 

But, prosecutors allege, James did not use the house and instead rented the property to a family of three.  

Prosecutors allege James received improper gains of $18,933 over the life of the loan. 

The charges come as Trump continues to call for his enemies to be prosecuted in court.  

“This is nothing more than a continuation of the president’s desperate weaponization of our justice system,” 

James said in a statement. 

“These charges are baseless, and the president’s own public statements make clear that his only goal is political 

retribution at any cost,” she added. “The president’s actions are a grave violation of our Constitutional order and 

have drawn sharp criticism from members of both parties.” 
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Letitia James successfully prosecuted Trump in 2024, finding he lied for years about his wealth on financial 

statements he used to secure loans and make deals as he built the real estate empire that vaulted him to fame and 

the presidency. The judge ordered the former president to fork over $355 million of his fortune, plus interest. 

CHICAGO WOMAN SHOT BY CBP AGENTS INDICTED BY FEDERAL GRAND JURY – 10/10/25 

Marimar Martinez, the Chicago woman shot multiple times by US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents was 

recently indicted by a grand jury on federal charges of impeding a federal officer with a deadly weapon. 

Prosecutors allege Martinez rammed the vehicle of federal agents with her vehicle before they shot her, claiming it 

was self-defense and that she was armed. 

Martinez’s lawyer, Christopher Parente, said footage from one of the agent’s body-worn cameras contradicted 

that account, and Martinez will plead not guilty at an arraignment scheduled in the coming days. 

According to Parente, that camera footage captured one of the officers saying, “Do something, bitch,” before 

opening fire. 

The footage has not yet been made public. 

Another person, 21-year-old Anthony Ian Santos Ruiz, was also indicted on Thursday in the same case. 

Federal agents allege that Martinez was involved in a vehicle chase before ramming a CBP vehicle. Authorities 

claim that a government vehicle carrying three CBP agents was followed and boxed in by a “convoy of civilian 

vehicles”, including cars driven by Martinez and Santos. 

VENEZUELA'S MACHADO WINS NOBEL PEACE PRIZE AND DEDICATES IT TO TRUMP – 

10/10/25 

Venezuela's opposition leader María Corina Machado won 2025 Nobel Peace Prize. 

She dedicated her award to the "suffering people of Venezuela" and to Trump, citing his "decisive support of our 

cause". 

"More than ever we count on President Trump," she wrote on X. 

Machado is part of a Latin American far right that is subordinate to the US, sympathetic to Trump and a fervent 

supporter of the Zionist apartheid regime. 

Instead of defending Venezuelan migrants, Machado herself uses them to build a case for foreign intervention in 

Venezuela. In her speech at the Patriots summit she asserted that “Venezuela today is the greatest threat facing 

the West on our continent (…) criminal networks (…) have intentionally promoted migration as a mechanism to 

weaken our society and our families and hemispheric destabilization (…) This is a global war and you are our allies”. 

In the ‘global war’ that Machado envisages, she places herself defending the West’s values on its ‘frontier’.  

In 2020 Machado’s party, Vente Venezuela, formalized a pact with Likud “to forge an alliance between our two 

parties to cooperate on issues related to strategy, geopolitics and security, among others, in order to create an 

operational partnership”. “The goal is to bring the people of Israel closer to the people of Venezuela while 
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advancing, together, the Western values to which both parties subscribe: freedom, liberty, and a market 

economy”, reads the document signed by both organizations. 

In 2018, Machado asked Netanyahu to intercede with the UN Security Council to bring about intervention in 

Venezuela. Machado has insistently stated that if she gains power she will restore diplomatic relations with Israel.. 

TWO 17-YEAR-OLD GIRLS KILLED IN HIT AND RUN AFTER STALKING, CHARGES FILED – 

10/10/25 

Vincent Battiloro , 17, is facing first-degree murder charges in New Jersey after he allegedly struck and killed two 

teenage girls in a hit-and-run.  

Battiloro is accused of intentionally driving an SUV into 17-year-old friends Maria Niotis and Isabella Salas, before 

allegedly ditching the car and fleeing the scene, allegedly driving 70 miles per hour in a 25 mph zone when the 

crash occurred. 

He was detained for questioning that evening and released pending further investigation, then arrested the next 

morning. 

The victims' relatives and friends claimed Battiloro was stalking one of the girls and a restraining order had been 

sought against him before the crash. However, minors in New Jersey cannot independently seek restraining orders, 

even in cases of stalking or harassment.  

In addition to the two first-degree murder charges, police issued Battiloro at least 15 tickets and citations related 

to the crash, including speeding, reckless driving and driving without a license. 

Christopher Battiloro, the police chief of Westfield, a neighboring town, responded to the crash and confirmed the 

suspect is his relative, but not a member of his immediate family.  

"I want to be clear, as loud and as firm as possible, that in NO WAY do my wife, children or I condone, defend, or 

excuse the actions that caused this terrible and tragic loss of life," the chief said in part of a lengthy statement 

posted by the Westfield Police Department on Facebook.  

The chief said he has faith in the justice system to hold the suspect accountable.  

The wake for Salas was held Saturday in Cranford. Niotis was laid to rest at a funeral on Friday in Union. 

QATAR APPROVED TO BUILD MILITARY FACILITY IN IDAHO – 10/10/25 

U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth announced that the U.S. will allow Qatar to build a facility at an Air Force base 

in Idaho — just months after Qatar gifted the Pentagon with a luxury jet that Trump plans to use for Air Force One. 

Hegseth made the announcement during a meeting with his Qatari counterpart, Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al Thani. 

Hegseth said that Qatari pilots will train alongside U.S. troops, and that the arrangement will be mutually beneficial 

to both the U.S. and Qatar. 

“Today we’re announcing [and] signing a letter of acceptance to build a Qatari Emiri Air Force facility at the 

Mountain Home Air Base in Idaho. The location will host a contingent of Qatari F-15s and pilots to enhance our 
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combined training, increase the lethality, [and] interoperability,” he said. “It’s just another example of our 

partnership.” 

In a statement posted on X later that day, Hegseth shared what he called an “important clarification.” 

“The U.S. military has a long-standing partnership w/ Qatar, including today’s announced cooperation w/ F-15QA 

aircraft. However, to be clear, Qatar will not have their own base in the United States—nor anything like a base. 

We control the existing base, like we do with all partners,” he wrote.  

THOUSANDS DISPLACED AFTER MASSIVE STORM HITS WESTERN ALASKA – 10/13/25 

Rescuers in western Alaska are working to find missing residents and help over 1,000 people displaced after 

hurricane-force wind gusts from what once was Typhoon Halong tore through remote, coastal communities, 

toppling homes off their foundations. 

Wind gusts hit 107 mph in Kusilvak while nearby Toksook Bay recorded a gust of 100 mph. 

These winds also drove dangerous storm surge, pushing feet of water onto land, which triggered major flooding in 

coastal areas. Water levels in Kipnuk soared to 14.5 feet Sunday — more than 2 feet above major flood stage and 

1.5 feet above the previous record flood level set in 2000. 

Three people are still unaccounted for in Kwigillingok as of Monday, said officials. At least 51 people and two dogs 

have been rescued in Kipnuk and Kwigillingok since the weekend, and over 1,000 others have been displaced and 

are currently in shelters, a local tribal health agency said. Authorities are working to confirm reports of additional 

missing individuals in Kipnuk. 

The sparsely populated villages are more than 400 miles southwest of Anchorage. “Both communities experienced 

strong winds and heavy flooding overnight, which caused significant damage, including at least eight homes being 

pushed from their foundations,” Alaska State Troopers said Sunday. 

Search efforts continued overnight and throughout Monday with help from the Alaska Air National Guard, Alaska 

Army National Guard and the US Coast Guard. The Alaska National Guard response includes about 60 to 80 soldiers 

as of Monday, and upwards of 200 soldiers near the end of the week, said Maj. Gen. Torrence Saxe, who runs the 

state’s National Guard. It is the “largest [response] I’ve seen in quite some time,” he said. 

Search and rescue efforts involved helicopters rescuing people off the roofs of houses as they were surrounded by 

several feet of flooding. 

The storm was once Typhoon Halong, a powerful tropical system that formed in the northern Philippine Sea earlier 

this month. The storm moved through northern Alaska late Sunday and pushed into the Arctic Sea early Monday. 

Every effort will be made to help those hit by this storm. Help is on the way,” Gov. Mike Dunleavy said in a 

statement Sunday. 

HOSTAGES EXCHANGED UNDER GAZA CEASEFIRE DEAL – 10/13/25 

Hamas has released the 20 living Israeli hostages it still held and Israel released nearly 2,000 Palestinian hostages 

under a breakthrough Gaza ceasefire deal. 
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Twenty living hostages were returned Monday to Israel to be reunited with their families and then transferred to 

hospitals, the Israeli military said. 

Hamas first released seven and then 13 hostages. Israel meanwhile said it had freed over 1,900 Palestinian 

"prisoners" under the truce agreement. The ceasefire in the two-year Israel-Hamas war is the first phase of a plan 

brokered by the Trump administration. 

Hamas said it will deliver on Monday four of the 28 remains of Israelis it holds in Gaza. It appeared unlikely that the 

other remains will be returned by the end of the day.  

One ceasefire document contains stipulations for remains that aren’t returned within 72 hours of the end of the 

fighting — a deadline that expired around noon Monday. On Sunday, Israel said “an international body” will help 

locate the remains if they are not released on Monday. 

Israel released about 1,700 people that troops seized from Gaza during the war who were being held without 

charge, as well as about 250 Palestinians serving prison sentences. At least 154 of the Palestinians had been 

deported to Egypt from the West Bank as per stipulations in the deal. 

Many are members of Hamas and the Fatah faction who were imprisoned over shootings, bombings or other 

attacks that killed or attempted to kill Israelis, as well as others convicted on lesser charges. They’ll return to the 

West Bank or Gaza, or be deported elsewhere. 

MISS MAJOR GRIFFIN-GRACY DIES AT 79 – 10/13/25 

Miss Major Griffin-Gracy has passed away at the age of 79. Often referred to as Miss Major, she was an American 

author, activist, and community organizer for transgender rights. 

Miss Major took part in the 1969 Stonewall Riots. 

She spent her life advocating for trans women and sex workers struggling with addiction, homelessness, and 

incarceration, and worked with organizations supporting people with HIV and AIDS.   

Miss Major called the death in 1970 of her friend Puppy the start of her activism. Puppy was a trans woman whose 

death was ruled a suicide by the authorities while she strongly suspected she was murdered by a client.  

"Puppy’s murder made me aware that we were not safe or untouchable and that if someone does touch us, no 

one gives a shit. We only have each other. We always knew this, but now we needed to take a step towards doing 

something about it. [...] We girls decided that whenever we got into a car with someone, another girl would write 

down as much information as possible. We would try not to just lean into the car window but get a guy to walk 

outside the car so that everyone could see him, so we all knew who he was if she didn’t come back. That's how it 

started. Since no one was going to do it for us, we had to do it for ourselves." 

TRUMP IN EGYPT TO SIGN GAZA DEAL – 10/13/25 

Trump was in Egypt today to sign the Gaza deal and made the following statement. 

 “This took 3,000 years to get to this point. Can you believe it?”  
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A bizarre statement considering: 

• Israel was only created by United Nations in 1947.  

• Beyond that, Christianity is only about 2,000 years old 

• Islam is about 1,400 years old.  

THOUSANDS OF DISGUSTING TEXT MESSAGES EXPOSED FROM A YOUNG REPUBLICAN 

GROUP CHATS – 10/15/25 

A report from Politico exposed thousands of text messages from a Young Republican group chat in which members 

joked about gas chambers, slavery and rape. 

The group chat included about a dozen leaders associated with the Young Republican National Federation, the 

GOP’s 15,000-member political organization for Republicans between 18 and 40 years old, and spanned more than 

seven months this year. 

The Young Republican National Federation condemned the “vile and inexcusable language revealed in the Politico 

article” and called for immediate resignations of all those involved. 

Some participants in the chat were promptly fired from their jobs. 

However, Vice President Vance downplayed the text messages Wednesday on “The Charlie Kirk Show ” podcast, 

saying that a “person seriously wishing for political violence and political assassination is 1,000 times worse than 

what a bunch of young people, a bunch of kids say in a group chat, however offensive it might be.” 

Vance, 41, went on to say “most of what I, the stupid things that I did as a teenager and as a young adult, they’re 

not on the internet.” 

The father of three said he would caution his own children, “especially my boys, don’t put things on the internet, 

like, be careful with what you post. If you put something in a group chat, assume that some scumbag is going to 

leak it in an effort to try to cause you harm or cause your family harm.” 

“I really don’t want to us to grow up in a country where a kid telling a stupid joke, telling a very offensive, stupid 

joke is cause to ruin their lives,” Vance said. 

Here’s a list of Young Republicans mentioned in the piece and the repercussions they are now facing. 

Peter Giunta. 

The 31-year-old former chair of the New York State Young Republicans, Giunta “was the most prominent voice in 

the chat spreading racist messages — often encouraged or ‘liked’ by other members,” Politico reported. 

“I love Hitler,” Giunta reportedly said in one of the text messages. He also made comments about sending 

opponents to the “gas chamber” if they don’t support his nomination for chair of the Young Republican National 

Federation, Politico reported. 
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Giunta resigned last month as chairman and president of the New York State Young Republicans amid allegations 

of “serious potential financial misconduct” within the organization, reported by Politico Playbook. At the time, 

Giunta told the outlet the accusations were “nothing more than a sad and pathetic attempt at a political hit job.” 

Before Politico’s bombshell report on Tuesday, Giunta served as chief of staff in New York State Assemblyman 

Michael Reilly’s office, where Giunta had worked for more than five years. 

Giunta was fired in the wake of the Politico report. 

“The comments shared in the group chat that have been reported are extremely troubling and disappointing. They 

do not align with my values. As a result, Mr. Giunta’s assignment in my office has ended,” Reilly said in a statement 

to The Hill. 

Giunta claimed the screenshots were provided to Politico for “extortion” purposes by Gavin Wax, head of the New 

York City Young Republican Club, in a “highly-coordinated year-long character assassination.” 

He told Politico, “I am so sorry to those offended by the insensitive and inexcusable language found within the 

more than 28,000 messages of a private group chat that I created during my campaign to lead the Young 

Republican National Federation.” 

“While I take complete responsibility, I have had no way of verifying their accuracy and am deeply concerned that 

the message logs in question may have been deceptively doctored,” he said. 

Bobby Walker 

Walker took over as chair of the New York State Young Republicans after Giunta resigned last month. For much of 

the time that the text messages span, Walker served as vice chair of the organization. 

Walker was reported to have referred to a reported rape as “epic” and used the homophobic slur, “f—–,” though 

Politico noted he was also “the group’s main target for the same epithet.” 

“If we ever had a leak of this chat we would be cooked fr fr,” Walker wrote at one point. 

Walker had reportedly been in line to manage New York State Senator Peter Oberacker’s (R) campaign for 

Congress, but Politico reported, citing a spokesperson for the campaign, that “Walker won’t be brought on in light 

of the comments in the chat.” 

Walker responded to the public reporting, raising questions about the authenticity of the text messages, which he 

said “may have been altered, taken out of context, or otherwise manipulated,” adding, “private exchanges were 

obtained and released in a way clearly intended to inflict harm.” 

But he also apologized for the language “attributed to me” in a statement to Politico. 

“There is no excuse for the language and tone in messages attributed to me. The language is wrong and hurtful, 

and I sincerely apologize,” Walker said. “This has been a painful lesson about judgment and trust, and I am 

committed to moving forward with greater care, respect, and accountability in everything I say and do.” 

Samuel Douglass 
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Douglass, a state senator from northern Vermont who heads the state’s Young Republicans, is the only elected 

official in the group chat. 

He is facing growing calls to resign over his participation in the chat — including from Vermont’s Republican 

governor, Phil Scott. 

“The hateful statements made in this group chat are disgusting and unacceptable. The vile, racist, bigoted, and 

antisemitic dialogue that has been reported is deeply disturbing. There is simply no excuse for it,” Scott said in a 

Tuesday statement. 

“Those involved should resign from their roles immediately and leave the Republican party – including Vermont 

State Senator Sam Douglass,” he added. 

Douglass, in the chat, replied to Walker’s remark about a “very obese Indian woman” after Giunta pushed back, 

saying the woman “was not Indian.” 

“She just didn’t bathe often,” Douglass added, according to Politico. 

After Douglass made another comment about a Jewish colleague, his wife, Brianna Douglass, Vermont’s national 

Young Republicans committee member who was also on the chat, responded he was giving the colleague too 

much credit “and expecting the Jew to be honest.” 

Samuel Douglass did not respond to a request for comment. 

William Hendrix 

Hendrix, the vice chair of Kansas Young Republicans, was also an active participant in the chat. He reportedly used 

variations of the N-word more than a dozen times. 

Hendrix is reported to have invoked racist stereotypes when describing Black people, writing, “Bro is at a chicken 

restaurant ordering his food. Would he like some watermelon and kool aid with that?” 

Until last Thursday, he was communications assistant for Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach (R). A spokesperson 

for Kobach’s office told Politico that “we are aware of the issues raised in your article” and Hendrix was “no longer 

employed” in the attorney general’s office. 

The Kansas GOP told local news outlets on Tuesday that the Kansas Young Republicans organization was inactive 

following the Politico report. The group’s website has been made private. 

Michael Bartels 

Bartels works for the Trump administration, with his LinkedIn profile showing he was a senior adviser in the office 

of general counsel in the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). 

Politico reported, “Bartels did not have much to say in the chat, but he didn’t offer any pushback against the 

offensive rhetoric in it either.” 

Alex Dwyer 

Dwyer was chair of the Kansas Young Republicans. In the group chat, Dwyer is alleged to have reacted with a 

smiley face to Giunta’s text, “Great. I love Hitler.” 
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Anne KayKaty 

KayKaty is New York’s national committee member and is also Giunta’s girlfriend. In a conversation about sending 

political opponents to gas chambers, KayKaty said, “I’m ready to watch people burn now.” 

Joe Maligno 

Maligno identified himself as the general counsel for the New York State Young Republicans. In the same 

conversation, he reportedly wrote, “Can we fix the showers? Gas chambers don’t fit the Hitler aesthetic.” 

Luke Mosiman  

Mosiman is the chair of the Arizona Young Republicans. In the chat, he mused about linking a political opponent to 

white supremacist groups and putting out “pro Nazi” propaganda. He then backtracked, suggesting Kansas Young 

Republicans might end up liking that opponent more. 

Rachel Hope 

Hope, the Arizona Young Republicans events chair, reacted to Mosiman’s original proposal, saying, “Omg I love this 

plan.” She reacted to other text messages in the chat. 

US UNEMPLOYMENT RATE SPIKES FOR BLACK WOMEN – 10/16/25 

A downward trend in the job market is adversely affecting Black women nationwide. 

More than 300,000 Black women were laid off or left the workforce by mid-summer, according to the U.S. Bureau 

of Labor Statistics. 

According to the latest employment report from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics released in early September, 

nearly 7% of Black women were unemployed. The national unemployment rate was about 4%. 

EX-NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER JOHN BOLTON INDICTED IN CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 

CASE – 10/16/25 

John Bolton, who served as national security adviser during Trump's first term before becoming a vocal critic, was 

indicted on Thursday on 18 charges related to the mishandling of classified documents. 

Details from the indictment charge Bolton with eight counts for the transmission of national defense information 

and 10 counts of unlawful retention of such information. Each count faces a maximum of 10 years in prison. 

In a statement, the Justice Department said Bolton illegally transmitted classified information using a personal 

email and messaging applications, including U.S. "intelligence about future attacks, foreign adversaries, and 

foreign-policy relations." 

"There is one tier of justice for all Americans," Attorney General Pamela Bondi said in a statement. "Anyone who 

abuses a position of power and jeopardizes our national security will be held accountable." 

Another case of blatant Republican hypocrisy, when there were no repercussions when Hegseth, the secretary of 

defense, texted war plans, including precise information about weapons packages, targets, and timing to the 

editor in chief of The Atlantic. 
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NPR 'FOUNDING MOTHER' SUSAN STAMBERG PASSES AWAY AT THE AGE OF 87 –  10/16/25 

Susan Stamberg, an original National Public Radio staffer who went on to become the first U.S. woman to anchor a 

nightly national news program, died Thursday at the age of 87. 

Stamberg's stories and segments over the decades spanned the human experience, from examining matters of 

state to illuminating pointillist details of artistic achievement. She would be recognized by her peers with honors 

from the National Radio Hall of Fame, the Hollywood Walk of Fame and more. She retired in September. 

After joining NPR, Stamberg rose quickly from producer to anchor of All Things Considered in 1972.  

After 14 years, Stamberg shifted to hosting Weekend Edition Sunday. 

Stamberg yielded the weekend host's chair after just a couple of years, choosing instead to work as a special 

correspondent. 

After her husband died in 2007, Stamberg spent more time at NPR West as her son Josh built a career as an actor 

in California. 

DHS PURCHASES TWO BUSINESS JETS FOR $172 MILLION DURING SHUTDOWN –  10/18/25 

The U.S. Coast Guard is buying two Gulfstream G700 jets for $172 million during the ongoing government 

shutdown that are to be used by Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem and other senior leaders. 

DHS said in a statement late Friday that the new jets are needed because it currently relies on a Gulfstream CG-101 

G550 jet that is over 20 years old, outside of the aircraft’s service life "and well beyond operational usage hours for 

a corporate aircraft." 

The department said it would not allow the federal shutdown "to slow down this process" of replacing the jet. 

7 MILLION PEOPLE PROTEST TRUMP IN 'NO KINGS' PROTESTS ACROSS US – 10/19/25 

7 million people took part in peaceful "No Kings" protests against Trump's policies over 2,700 locations across the 

US on Saturday, including New York, Washington DC, Chicago, Miami and Los Angeles. 

Thousands packed New York City's iconic Times Square and the surrounding area. 

The New York Police Department said more than 100,000 people had gathered across all five of the city's 

boroughs, and that no protest-related arrests were made. 

Ahead of the demonstrations, Trump allies accused the protesters of being linked with the far-left Antifa 

movement, and condemned what they called "the hate America rally". 

Several US states had mobilized the National Guard. But organizers said the events, which drew nearly seven 

million people, were peaceful. 

Throughout Europe, there were also demonstrations. Berlin, Madrid, Rome and London showed solidarity in 

protesting.  

In Toronto demonstrators near the US consulate waved signs including "Hands off Canada". 
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18-YEAR-OLD WHITE MALE GETS SLAP ON THE WRIST FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT AND 

STRANGULATION – 10/20/25 

An 18-year-old white male, Jesse Mack Butler won’t serve any prison time despite pleading no contest to multiple 

violent felonies against two teenage classmates. He received a rehabilitation plan instead of incarceration for 

crimes that included sexual assault and strangulation. 

The case involves attacks on two Stillwater High School students where Butler used death threats to coerce sexual 

acts. One victim was strangled unconscious, with her doctor stating she “would have died” had the attack lasted 

“another 30 seconds.” 

Initially charged as an adult with eleven felonies, including attempted rape and forcible sodomy, the court later 

reclassified Butler as a “youthful offender.” That came in a July plea deal, per Substack’s Just In The Nick of Crime, 

which came about despite the evidence and the victims’ families pleading against it. 

Initially, Butler, then 17, was charged as an adult and was slapped  with 10 felony counts, including rape, 

attempted rape, sexual battery  and assault. 

The baseball player pleaded not guilty to all charges but later  struck a deal with the district attorney’s office to 

change his status from adult to youthful offender 

Butler, who is the son of a prominent local sports coach, switched his plea to no contest after a judge signed off on 

the deal. 

 The attacks on the two girls happened last year. 

The first victim told investigators that Butler repeatedly raped her  and choked her when she tried to refuse during 

their three-month relationship. 

The other victim reported that she, too, had been choked until she  passed out. Police later found a video on 

Butler’s phone of him choking the girl. 

Jesse Mack Butler’s sentence now only requires daily check-ins, weekly counseling, a strict curfew, and a social 

media ban. Additionally, he will need to do 150 hours of community service until he turns 19. If he successfully 

completes this program, his record will be entirely wiped clean. He was initially facing nearly 80 years behind bars.  

Butler also remains enrolled at Stillwater High School through “virtual classes.” Allegedly, alarming reports from 

“people close to the case” indicate he is “still texting, trying to hook up, asking if they’re single.” As a result, it 

appears “none of this meant anything to him.” 

Laura Austin Thomas is listed as the District Attorney for the Payne County District Attorney's Office,  District 9 in 

Stillwater, OK.     

Phillip Corley is listed as the District Judge for the District Court of Payne County. Stephen R. Kistler is Associate 

District Judge.   

PREGNANT WOMEN DESCRIBE SUBSTANDARD CARE AND MISCARRYING WHILE IN ICE 

CUSTODY – 10/22/25 
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NBC News reports that over a dozen women told advocates and their attorneys that they suffered mistreatment 

and neglect while they were pregnant and held in immigration custody, including “medical neglect” and 

substandard care during pregnancy and miscarriage, such as being shackled, placed in solitary confinement and fed 

with poor-quality food, according to a letter sent to Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials and Senate 

committees Wednesday. 

“The stories that are represented in this letter are just the tip of the iceberg,” said the author of the letter, Eunice 

Cho, senior counsel at the American Civil Liberties Union’s National Prison Project. “You have women who are 

talking about being shackled and restrained while they’re actively miscarrying; you have women begging and 

pleading for things as basic as prenatal vitamins and being denied.” 

In addition to the ACLU and its Louisiana chapter, the National Immigration Project, Robert F. Kennedy Human 

Rights, the Sanctuary of the South and the Sanctuary Now Abolition Project signed the letter. They are pressing for 

ICE to identify and release all pregnant women in custody and to refrain from detaining anyone known to be 

pregnant, postpartum or nursing. 

DHS and ICE did not respond to requests sent Tuesday asking for details about the agency’s detention of pregnant 

women and standards practices for their care in ICE custody. DHS and ICE also did not respond to request for 

comment Wednesday morning about the allegations in the letter. 

In August, a DHS spokesperson denied allegations of mistreatment of pregnant detainees in a statement to NBC 

News after a report by the office of Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., found 14 credible alleged reports of mistreatment of 

pregnant women in ICE custody. 

Advocates from the groups involved in Wednesday’s letter “met and documented the experiences of over a dozen 

women, including those who were pregnant, or who had recently experienced a miscarriage” in custody, according 

to the letter. Six of those women agreed to share their stories publicly, it added. 

The women whose alleged experiences are recounted in the letter were all given pseudonyms, because they are 

“terrified” about retaliation and some still have active court cases, Cho said.  

The conditions the women experienced violate a directive from the Biden administration, which says ICE should 

not detain or arrest people who are known to be pregnant, postpartum or nursing for violating civil immigration 

law, unless there are exceptional circumstances, such as that they are national security risks or pose a danger. 

The Trump administration has not revoked the policy, but advocates say they have seen an increase in the number 

of pregnant women in detention facilities. 

GOOGLE DROPS PROGRAM FOR SUPPORTING WOMEN IN TECH – 10/23/25 

CNN reports that earlier this month, Google sent an email stating that they would no longer be a part of Women 

Techmakers, a career resource program for women. 

The decision was communicated to members in a short email with little explanation earlier this month.  

Google stated that an external organization called Technovation will take over the group, but members of Women 

Techmakers told CNN they feel they have lost an important direct association and pipeline with one of the world’s 

most influential technology companies. 
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“The message it sends to women in tech, and really women in general, is that we cannot count on unwavering 

support from big corporations,” Vassiliki Dalakiari, a former Women Techmakers ambassador and AI research and 

development manager in Greece, told CNN. 

Google declined to comment.  

Women Techmakers started at Google in 2012 to provide “visibility, community, and resources for women in 

technology” around the world through trainings, scholarships and event funding, regardless of whether they 

worked at Google. The most involved and experienced members could become ambassadors and even get funding 

to help them attend Google developer events. 

But in February, Google told employees that it would no longer set diversity hiring targets and would evaluate its 

other diversity programs. The company said as a federal contractor, it needed to comply with Trump’s executive 

order on diversity, equity and inclusion programs for government agencies and contractors. 

Members of Women Techmakers who spoke to CNN said they started noticing that it was difficult to get support 

for any events, including travel to events. 

Several members CNN spoke to said they were shocked when Women Techmakers YouTube videos and LinkedIn 

posts were removed without warning. This means that vital proof of their work with the global internet 

juggernaut, like videos of events they led and panels they moderated, suddenly disappeared. 

Google’s decision to offload oversight of Women Techmakers is just the latest indication that tech giants are 

scaling back their diversity programs this year. 

Tech workers active in programs meant to support women in the field told CNN they have seen a noticeable shift 

in funding and support in recent years. 

Donald Tomaskovic-Devey, a sociology professor at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst who studies 

workplace inequality, said tech firms previously made investments to improve women’s representation after facing 

scrutiny from gender equality organizations, federal regulators and their own employees. 

But things changed in 2025. 

“The pressure from the federal government is off, and now they actually fear that the Trump administration will 

come after them if they have any targeted programs,” he said. 

Internally, more tech companies like Amazon and Meta are culling their diversity programs. 

Earlier this year, Dell shut down its Dell Women’s Entrepreneur Network (DWEN). The company told CNN in a 

statement that the sunsetting of the women’s program coincided with shutting down their “Dell for Startups” 

program and is part of a “broader internal business strategy shift.” 

ZOHRAN MAMDANI INVITES CUOMO SEXUAL HARRASSMENT VICTIM TO DEBATE – 

10/23/25 

At New York City’s second mayoral debate, Charlotte Bennett, who accused Cuomo of sexual harassment, was in 

attendance.  
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Charlotte Bennett was one of 13 women to accuse Cuomo of sexually harassing them during his time in office. 

Bennett worked as an executive assistant and health policy adviser in the Cuomo administration, but left after the 

governor asked several questions about her sex life and if she “had ever been with an older man.” 

Bennett sued Cuomo in 2022 but eventually dropped the case. In April, she agreed to receive a settlement claim 

tied to separate litigation regarding Cuomo’s alleged harassment. But Cuomo has since said that he would sue 

Bennett for defamation, effectively silencing her during the mayoral race. 

Bennett was apparently invited to the debate hall Wednesday night by Democratic mayoral candidate Zohran 

Mamdani, and her presence forced the scandal to center stage. 

“You sought to access her private gynecological records,” Mamdani said, referring to actions that Cuomo’s legal 

team undertook as part of his defense. “She cannot speak up for herself because you lodged a defamation case 

against her. I, however, can speak. 

“What do you say to the 13 women that you sexually harassed?” Mamdani asked. 

“Uh—if you want to be in government, then you have to be serious and mature,” Cuomo stammered, before 

noting that he had never been found criminally or civilly liable for his alleged behavior. 

WHITE HOUSE EAST WING ILLEGALLY BULLDOZED FOR $300 MILLION BALLROOM – 

10/23/25 

The entirety of the White House East Wing has been bulldozed, photos published Thursday show, as Trump plans 

to construct a massive new ballroom. 

Associated Press images show the demolition work reaching almost to the main executive mansion, with piles of 

debris and twisted rebar left behind. 

Trump on Thursday said he’s raised $350 million for the project, adding that the cost would be in the 

“neighborhood” of $300 million, a figure he first unveiled on Wednesday.  

“It’s been expanded and made absolutely — it’ll be the most beautiful ballroom anywhere in the world, I think,” 

Trump said. 

The sections that have been demolished include both the East Wing, where first ladies have maintained their 

offices for several decades, and the East Colonnade, which connected the wing to the main building. 

There was no sign-off from the National Capital Planning Commission, which approves construction work and 

major renovations to government buildings in the Washington area. 

Legal experts said the demolition violates federal preservation law because no agency approval or budget 

authorization exists to alter the White House during a government shutdown. 

The National Park Service, which manages the property, and the National Capital Planning Commission, which 

reviews construction on federal grounds, are both shuttered and cannot issue permits or oversight. 

DONORS FOR TRUMP'S BALLROOM – 10/23/25 

Companies and people who have donated to Trump's ballroom: 
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Altria Group, Inc. 

Amazon 

Apple 

Booz Allen Hamilton 

Caterpillar, Inc. 

Coinbase 

Comcast Corporation 

J. Pepe and Emilia Fanjul 

Hard Rock International 

Google 

HP Inc. 

Lockheed Martin 

Meta Platforms 

Micron Technology 

Microsoft 

NextEra Energy, Inc. 

Palantir Technologies Inc. 

Ripple 

Reynolds American 

T-Mobile 

Tether America 

Union Pacific Railroad 

Adelson Family Foundation 

Stefan E. Brodie 

Betty Wold Johnson Foundation 

Charles and Marissa Cascarilla  



Page 37 of 43 
 

Edward and Shari Glazer  

Harold Hamm  

Benjamin Leon Jr.  

The Lutnick Family  

The Laura & Isaac Perlmutter Foundation  

Stephen A. Schwarzman  

Konstantin Sokolov  

Kelly Loeffler and Jeff Sprecher  

Paolo Tiramani  

Cameron Winklevoss  

Tyler Winklevoss  

BLACK ENROLLMENT DROPPING AT MANY ELITE COLLEGES AFTER AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

BAN – 10/23/25 

The Associated Press reports that after decades of gradual growth, the number of Black students enrolling at many 

elite colleges has dropped in the two years since the Supreme Court banned affirmative action in admissions, 

leaving some campuses with Black populations as small as 2% of their freshman class. 

New enrollment figures from 20 selective colleges provide mounting evidence of a backslide in Black enrollment.  

The colleges included in the analysis included Columbia University, Harvard University, Emory University, Yale 

University, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Smith College, University of Virginia, University of Southern 

California, Amherst College, Haverford College, Carleton College, Swarthmore College, Wellesley College, Tulane 

University, Princeton University, Williams College, Cornell University, Colgate University, Bates College, and the 

California Institute of Technology. 

Princeton sophomore Christopher Quire said he was stunned when a recent welcome event for Black freshmen 

filled just half the room. Last year, it filled up so quickly that they needed to find extra chairs. 

“If this trend continues, in three years this campus will be as Black as it was in the Civil Rights era,” said Quire, a 

member of the campus’ Black Student Union. “It feels like tying our feet together and telling us to restart.” 

Some colleges downplayed trends spanning just two years, yet it raises questions about who should get a spot at 

elite campuses that open doors to the upper echelons of American life. It also emerges as the Trump 

administration unleashes a new campaign to police colleges. 

The AP analysis covered 20 campuses that have released enrollment figures this fall. The national picture remains 

unclear as more colleges delay the release of their figures amid federal scrutiny. Many of the colleges that AP 

requested data from declined to share them. 
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ONGOING GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN THREATENS FOOD AID FOR 42 MILLION PEOPLE – 

10/24/25 

Across the United States, food banks are bracing for more demand as food aid benefits through the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, are cut off because of the federal government shutdown. 

In just over a week, nearly 42 million people in the U.S. who get federal food assistance are in danger of losing any 

benefits because of the ongoing federal shutdown. 

About 1 in 8 U.S. residents get an average of $187 a month through SNAP.  

For most people, SNAP is the only money they get directly. Cash welfare was dramatically reduced in the 1990s, 

and Medicaid payments go directly to doctors, hospitals and drug companies. 

In addition, a separate nutrition program for 7 million pregnant women and new parents is also at risk of running 

out of money. WIC, the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children is expected to 

run out within a few weeks. Some states say they'll help fill that funding gap, but not all states have the resources 

for that. 

Department of Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins has warned that SNAP funding will run out on Nov. 1, and 

USDA has told states that payments are on hold "until further notice." 

Food aid advocates say USDA can and should keep funding SNAP. "SNAP still has billions of dollars in what are 

called contingency reserves," says Katie Bergh, a senior policy analyst at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 

a non-partisan research and policy institute. That wouldn't cover the entire amount, but she says the agency could 

legally transfer additional funds. In fact, Bergh argues USDA has a legal obligation to fund SNAP since it's an 

entitlement program. 

Department officials did not respond to an NPR query about whether there is such a legal obligation. 

And for some SNAP recipients it could be double whammy. That's because many will be subject to new work 

requirements tied to the benefit starting November 1 – the same day their benefits might end. 

The work requirements, passed by Congressional Republicans earlier this year, are expected to push 2.4 million 

people off the program over the next decade. 

ZOHRAN MAMDANI DEFENDS MUSLIM IDENTITY AGAINST ‘RACIST AND BASELESS’ ATTACKS 

– 10/24/25 

Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee for New York City mayor, spoke out in response to growing attacks by 

former Gov. Andrew Cuomo and his surrogates that he characterized as “racist and baseless.” 

Mamdani spoke outside a Bronx mosque about the “indignities” long faced by the city’s Muslim population, 

describing his aunt’s decision not to ride the subway after the Sept. 11 attacks because she didn’t feel safe being 

seen in a religious head covering. 

He also recounted how, when he first entered politics, an uncle gently suggested he keep his faith to himself. 
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“These are lessons that so many Muslim New Yorkers have been taught,” Mamdani said. “And over these last few 

days, these lessons have become the closing messages of Andrew Cuomo, Curtis Sliwa and Eric Adams.” 

At a news conference later in the day, Cuomo accused Mamdani of “playing the victim” for political purposes and 

denied that Islamophobia existed on a wide scale in New York. 

Throughout the race, Mamdani, a democratic socialist, has been criticized by Cuomo and others over his criticism 

of Israel’s government, speaking out on their genocide against Palestinians in Gaza. 

MAN IN A NAZI UNIFORM ARRESTED FOR HITTING WOMAN OUTSIDE ATHENS BAR – 

10/24/25 

A man dressed in a Nazi Uniform was arrested after striking a woman outside an Athens, GA bar in an incident 

captured in a viral video. 

Kenneth Morgan, 33, was arrested early Friday and charged with aggravated assault and simple battery. 

In a viral video, Morgan can be seen wearing a Nazi uniform as a woman prevents him from entering the bar. A 

crowd gathers and berates Morgan, who grabs another woman and hits her with what looks like a pitcher. 

Morgan is being held on $1,500 bond for the simple battery charge. The aggravated assault has no bond. 

GLENPOOL PD STING OPERATION LEADS TO ARRESTS OF FIVE WHITE MALES – 10/24/25 

The Glenpool Police Department says an overnight sting operation at a Glenpool hotel led to five people being 

arrested. 

The sting took place Thursday evening and resulted in the arrests of Rohan BhoJwanti, 30, of Tulsa; Matthew Eddy, 

28, of Tulsa; David Raridon, 60, of Missouri; Christopher LeBleu, 54, of Louisiana; and Jeremy Fair, 49, of Tulsa. All 

but Raridon were arrested for soliciting prostitution. Raridon was arrested on a complaint of solicitation of a 

minor. All five were booked into the Tulsa County Jail. 

Fair is a pastor, most recently at Christ Presbyterian Church in Tulsa. He has since been removed from the church's 

website. A statement from the church read he was placed on indefinite leave. 

The occupations of the other men reportedly range from firefighter to business owner to school district finance 

manager. 

In the photographs released of the arrest, one of the men can be seen wearing a pro-Trump shirt. 

NEW PENTAGON PRESS CORPS FILLED BY RIGHT -WING OUTLETS – 10/24/25 

Last week, dozens of reporters covering the Pentagon staged a historic walkout, handing in their press badges 

rather than submit to restrictive new media policies promulgated by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. 

According to the Washington Post, eighteen right-wing outlets agreed to the policies, including longtime 

conspiracy pusher Gateway Pundit, MyPillow tycoon Mike Lindell’s LindellTV, and Frontlines, the media arm of 

Turning Point USA, leaving the only Pentagon coverage to hardcore Trump supporters. 

TRUMP JR-BACKED DRONE FIRM LANDS PENTAGON’S BIGGEST CONTRACT – 10/24/25 
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Unusual Machines, a very little-known Florida-based drone company backed by Donald Trump Jr, has landed its 

biggest Pentagon deal yet. It will supply 3,500 drone motors and other components to the United States Army as it 

expands its drone capabilities.  

Trump Jr joined the company as an adviser in 2024. According to a report in Financial Times, Trump Jr holds a $4 

million stake in the company, holding a total of 331,580 shares of the company. 

The Army has signaled that it would also purchase an additional 20,000 parts from Unusual Machines next year. 

Allan Evans, the company’s CEO, said he believes this is Unusual Machines’ largest-ever order from the US 

government.  

The value of the contract from Pentagon has not been revealed.  

U.S. SENDS AIRCRAFT CARRIER TO SOUTH AMERICA IN CONTINUING ESCALATION WITH 

VENEZUELA – 10/24/25 

The U.S. military is sending an aircraft carrier to the waters off South America, the Pentagon announced Friday, in 

the latest escalation of military firepower in a region where the Trump administration has unleashed more rapid 

strikes in recent days against boats it accuses of carrying drugs. 

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth ordered the USS Gerald R. Ford and its strike group to deploy to the U.S. Southern 

Command region to "bolster U.S. capacity to detect, monitor, and disrupt illicit actors and activities that 

compromise the safety and prosperity of the United States," Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell said on social 

media. 

There are already more than 6,000 sailors and Marines on eight warships  in the region. The entire USS Ford strike 

group would  bring nearly 4,500 more sailors as well as the nine squadrons of  aircraft assigned to the carrier.  

CAST OF THE HARRY POTTER AUDIBLE SERIES – 10/25/25 

Below is the list of the actors who have chosen to act in the audio recordings of Harry Potter despite JK Rowling’s 

criticism of the trans community and the funding of anti-trans laws. 

By working on projects that will bring the author profit, these actors are  effectively bolstering Rowling’s support of 

‘gender-critical’ legal  battles, as she has stated that she will continue to fund these cases.  

Hugh Laurie as Albus Dumbledore 

Michelle Gomez as Professor McGonagall 

Matthew Macfadyen as Lord Voldemort 

Riz Ahmed as Professor Snape 

Keira Knightley as Professor Umbridge 

Mark Addy as Hagrid 

Kit Harington as Professor Lockhart 
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Iwan Rheon as Professor Lupin 

Ruth Wilson as Bellatrix Lestrange 

Cush Jumbo as the narrator 

Ambika Mod as Nymphadora Tonks 

Leo Woodall as Bill Weasley 

Simon Pegg as Arthur Weasley 

James McAvoy as Mad-Eye Moody 

Gemma Whelan as Professor Sprout 

Bill Nighy as Professor Slughorn 

David Holmes as Stan Shunpike 

Saoirse-Monica Jackson as Professor Trelawney 

Ṣọpẹ́ Dìrísù as Sirius Black 

Mackenzie Crook as Kreacher 

Anna Maxwell Martin as Rita Skeeter 

Stephen Mangan as Nearly Headless Nick 

Tracy-Ann Oberman as Madam Hooch 

Matt Berry as Sir Cadogan 

Alex Hassell as Lucius Malfoy 

Daniel Mays as Dobby 

Sara and Avni Deshmukh as The Patil Twins 

Frankie Treadaway/Jaxon Knopf as Harry Potter 

Max Lester/Rhys Mulligan as Ron Weasley 

Arabella Stanton/Nina Barker-Francis as Hermione Granger 

Millie Gubby as Luna Lovegood 

Jude Farrant/Maximus Evans as Draco Malfoy 

Jake Sigsworth/Archie Mountain as Neville Longbottom 

LEFT-LEANING INDEPENDENT CONNOLLY WINS IRISH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION –  10/25/25 
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Left-wing independent Catherine Connolly has won Ireland’s presidential election. 

Connolly, 68, said on Saturday evening that she would champion diversity and be a voice for peace and one that 

“builds on our policy of neutrality.” 

“I would be an inclusive president for all of you, and I regard it as an absolute honor,” she said. 

Connolly, a former barrister who has served as a lawmaker since 2016, has been outspoken in criticizing Israel over 

the war in Gaza. She has also warned against the European Union’s growing “militarization” following Russia’s full-

scale invasion of Ukraine. 

SUDAN’S PARAMILITARY FORCES KILL HUNDREDS AT HOSPITAL IN DARFUR – 10/29/25 

Sudan’s paramilitary forces killed 460 people at a hospital after they seized the provincial capital of North Darfur 

over the weekend, according to the U.N., displaced residents and aid workers, who described harrowing details of 

the atrocities. 

RSF fighters also went from house to house, beating and shooting at people, including women and children, 

witnesses told The Associated Press. Many died of gunshot wounds in the streets, some while trying to flee to 

safety, witnesses said. 

Two years of fighting for control of Sudan has killed over 40,000 people — a figure rights groups consider a 

significant undercount — and has created the world’s worst humanitarian crisis with over 14 million displaced.  

NBC NEWS UNCOVERS 50 YEARS OF SEXUAL ABUSE AND COVER UPS IN ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

CHURCHES – 10/30/25 

An NBC News investigation found that since the 1970s, Assemblies of God churches have repeatedly reinstated 

ministers and volunteer leaders accused of sexual misconduct, returning them to pulpits and youth groups. While 

other Christian denominations now require safeguards such as background checks and mandatory reporting, 

national Assemblies of God leaders have resisted. 

The result is a system that protects accused predators and endangers children. 

NBC News identified nearly 200 Assemblies of God pastors, church employees and volunteer leaders accused of 

sexual abuse over the past half century, based on a nationwide search of lawsuits, criminal records and news 

archives. Together, they allegedly abused more than 475 people — the overwhelming majority of them children. 

The allegations stretch into this year, when a 10-year-old girl said in a lawsuit that her pastor groped her during 

Bible study. 

Survivors say they were violated in sanctuaries, at pastors’ homes and in tents on camping trips.  

Of the alleged abusers, 123 were ministers, and nearly half of those were youth pastors. Others were church 

employees, youth group leaders or Sunday school teachers. Dozens were accused of luring boys through the Royal 

Rangers, a Pentecostal version of the Boy Scouts. 

In about 30 instances, church leaders placed alleged abusers into positions of authority after they had been 

accused. Convicted sex offenders led youth groups. Accused ministers were reinstated or quietly moved to new 

congregations. As a result, according to lawsuits and police records, dozens more children were abused. 
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In nearly 40 other cases, leaders allegedly covered up or dismissed reports of misconduct, failing to alert police and 

pressuring victims to stay quiet.  


