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MAKING HISTORY IN PARIS

THE WORLD COMES TOGETHER
In December 2015, leaders from 195 
countries and parties came together to 
reach a historic deal to cut the dangerous 
greenhouse gas emissions driving  
climate change. 
 
Known as the Paris Agreement, this 
landmark accord aims to keep “global 
temperature rise this century well below 
2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels and to pursue efforts to limit the 
temperature increase even further to 1.5 
degrees Celsius.” 
 
If this scope of international cooperation 
on climate sounds unprecedented, that’s 
because it is. To reach the agreement, 
each country submitted its own plan 
to cut emissions and expand solutions 

at home, a plan known as an intended 
nationally determined contribution 
(INDC), which then became nationally 
determined contributions (NDCs) after 
the agreement went into effect. That’s 
195 countries and nations all making 
some tough choices and putting their 
differences aside to work together  
toward the common goal of protecting  
our planet. 

Reaching the agreement wasn’t the end 
of the story. Each country still had to 
approve the accord at home and at least 
55 countries representing at least 55 
percent of global emissions had to do so 
before it would officially go into effect.
 
With China, Brazil, India, the US, and 
the EU – along with many others – all 
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approving the agreement by October 
4, 2016, the deal went into force on 
November 4, 2016. The next step was 
for all parties to the agreement to meet 
in 2020 – and every five years after that 
– to review their progress in fulfilling 
their NDC pledges and make even greater 
commitments to cutting emissions.

LEAVING PARIS 
On June 1, the president announced the 
US would begin the process of exiting the 
Paris Agreement. The US can’t simply 
walk away – the agreement was written 
so that parties can’t begin the withdrawal 
process until three years after the accord 
went into force and then there’s another 
one-year waiting period before the 
withdrawal takes effect. Which makes the 
earliest possible date for the US to truly 
withdraw November 4, 2020. 
 
But even with these procedural hurdles, 
the message from the White House 
couldn’t have been clearer.
Outside of a few fossil fuel company 
boardrooms, the response across the 
country and around the world was 
almost unanimous. First, disbelief. Then 
disappointment. Then defiance.
 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
French President Emmanuel Macron, and 
Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni 
spoke for the international community, 
declaring in a rare joint statement, “We 

deem the momentum generated in Paris 
in December 2015 irreversible and we 
firmly believe that the Paris Agreement 
cannot be renegotiated.”
 
Encouragingly, the response at home 
was just as forceful with the governors 
of California, New York, Washington, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Hawaii, Oregon, and Virginia and the 
mayors of 61 cities all immediately 
reiterating their strong support for the 
agreement. 
 
Then the business community stepped 
up and spoke up. On Twitter, General 
Electric CEO Jeffrey Immelt declared: 
“Disappointed with today’s decision on 
the Paris Agreement. Climate change 
is real. Industry must now lead and not 
depend on government.”
Immelt was far from alone. After 
serving on the White House’s council of 
economic advisors, Tesla CEO Elon Musk 
announced, “Am departing presidential 
councils. Climate change is real. Leaving 
Paris is not good for America or the 
world.” Disney CEO Bob Iger, another 
key advisor, followed suit, saying, “As 
a matter of principle, I’ve resigned 
from the President’s Council over the 
#ParisAgreement withdrawal.”
 
Sure, the president sent a message. But 
the world sent one back. That message? 
We’re not stopping. Whatever you do.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

CLIMATE REALITY SOCIAL MEDIA

With your help, we can speak with one voice to send a clear message to world leaders: 
We have a global climate agreement. Now it’s time for bold action.

Follow Climate Reality and our founder and chairman, former Vice President Al Gore, 
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for updates on the clean energy revolution and 
what you can do.

• The Climate Reality Project on Twitter: @ClimateReality 

• Former Vice President Al Gore on Twitter: @AlGore

• The Climate Reality Project on Facebook: facebook.com/climatereality

• Former Vice President Al Gore on Facebook: facebook.com/algore

• The Climate Reality Project on Instagram: @ClimateReality  

Looking for other climate influencers to follow on social media? Check out these 
individuals and organizations:   

•  An Inconvenient Sequel: @AITruthFilm or  facebook.com/AnInconvenientTruth 

•  Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, climate scientist: @KHayhoe on Twitter

•  Dr. Michael E. Mann, climate scientist: @MichaelEMann on Twitter

•  Climate Central, independent climate change research organization: 
@ClimateCentral on Twitter 

•  The Union of Concerned Scientists, nonprofit science advocacy organization:  
@UCSUSA on Twitter 

•  United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): 
@UNFCCC on Twitter 
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THANK YOU FOR TRAVELING THE ROAD  
FORWARD ALONGSIDE US. 

NOW, LET’S GET OUT THERE AND SHOW  
THE WORLD THAT WE’RE STILL IN!

HELPFUL ORGANIZATIONS AND FURTHER READING

For additional information on the Paris Agreement, visit the sites below. 

• World Resource Institute’s CAIT Climate Data Explorer

• Learn more about the Paris Agreement from the UNFCCC

• Climate Action Tracker

CLIMATE REALITY E-BOOKS

Here at The Climate Reality Project, we’re always taking outdated information about 
the climate crisis and setting the record straight, making sure the most up-to-date 
climate science is available to our readers. 

Be sure to check out our e-books on a variety of pertinent climate concerns, from 
debunking myths about solar and wind energy to the questions every climate activist 
hears and so much more.  

• The 12 Questions Every Climate Activist Hears and What to Say

• Cities 100: 100 Solutions for Climate Action in Cities 

• Top Solar Energy Myths

• Climate Change and the Water Cycle: Four Big Questions Answered

• Finding Your Purpose: Lessons from Six Climate Reality Leaders: 

• Top Wind Energy Myths 


