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Hazleton Art League Hosts Bob McCormick Exhibition:
"Reclamation: From Coal Dust to Hope"”

This December and January, the
Hazleton Art League (HAL) is proud to
present an exhibition entitied Bob McCor-
mick, Reclamation: From Coal Dust to
Hope. For over 75 years, HAL has been a
cornerstone of the arts in Hazleton, a city
historically known for its coal mining,
factories, and distribution centers rather
than its artistic endeavors.

For those unfamiliar with Hazleton, the
heart of its downtown features the Hayden
Family Center for the Arts at 31 West Broad
Street. Originally built in 1909 as a bank,
the building was touted by its creators as
the “first modern fireproof building to be
erected in the central coal fields.” (Over a
century later, this claim seems to hold true,
as the building has remained intact and
untouched by fire.) In 2019, the structure
underwent a complete transformation into a
vibrant arts center, retaining only the
massive vault in the main gallery as a
reminder of its banking past.

Every first Friday of the month, the Art
League hosts an opening for a new gallery
exhibition. The current Bob McCormick
exhibition is particularly meaningful for the
region, as it draws inspiration from the
artist’'s experiences growing up in the
Anthracite Coal Region. The exhibition runs
from Friday, December 6, 2024, through
Sunday, January 26, 2025, offering visitors
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a chance to explore works that bridge the
area’s industrial past and its artistic future.

HAL is a welcoming space for all ages.
Children delight in classes and the popular
summer art camp, which will run from June
16 through August 15. Longtime members,
some of whom have been taking classes for
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decades, also enjoy HAL's creative opportu-
nities and community atmosphere.

If you're interested in supporting the Art
League, memberships are affordable and
offer great value. Individual memberships
cost $30 annually, while children under 18
and college students can join for just $15.
Family memberships are available for $60,
and Patrons can contribute $200. Corporate
memberships, priced at $500, include
benefits such as 10 free memberships for
employees and the option to borrow artwork
from the Art League’s permanent collection.

Visitors are always welcome at HAL,
free of charge. Operating hours are
Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 4
p.m. The Art League is closed on Mondays
and holidays.

Hazleton'’s rich history as “The Power
City,” a title earned after Thomas Edison
operated one of the first electric power
plants there in 1884, serves as a reminder
of the area’s innovative spirit. HAL
continues this tradition by bringing creative
energy and inspiration to the community.

Make time this winter to visit the
Hazleton Art League, experience the
powerful work of Bob McCormick, and
explore how the arts can transform the
legacy of coal dust into a vision of hope.
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Hello All! How’s the Christmas shopping going? Ugh!!!! | know, its
crazy. | am getting closer to the finish line. Now | am thinking about
baking. Do | want to make cookies or maybe some nut roll?

Due to Christmas, we are publishing on the 11th and 18th this month.
We will then be back to our bi-weekly schedule and regular page amount
for the new year.

As always, if you have any ideas, stories, recipes, photos etc., that
you would like to submit for “The Anthracite Post”, send us an email, text
or give us a call.

Lee Ann & Shavi

WRITTEN BY SHARI

370 Maplewood Drive, Suite 105, Hazle Twp., PA 18202 (Humboldt)
Mailing address: PO Box 7, Drums, PA 18222
570-582-0981 « (570) 401-1798 - TheAnthracitePost@gmail.com

Articles that appear in, or are submitted
to The Anthracite Post are not a reflec-
tion of the opinion of The Anthracite
Post.
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The cold weather is here, and that means swapping out light lagers for
beers that bring a cozy, warm feeling with every sip. If your beer doesn't
feel like it could warm an Antarctica scientist, you need to find a more
robust beer for the next few months. So, to help you out, here are some
great cold-weather beer styles:

1. Stouts and Porters
| These are the staples of winter beer. Thick, creamy, and often flavored with
chocolate or coffee. Don’t worry if you spill some on your sweater, you’'ll
~ just smell like a candy bar or a café.

2. Barleywines

This style is perfect for when it’s cold outside and you want to forget how
much you spent buying gifts this season. Strong, rich, and slightly fruity,
barleywines usually pack enough of a “punch” to keep you warm without a
fireplace.

4. Winter Warmers

These seasonal beers are brewed with spices like cinnamon and nutmeg,
. making them the liquid equivalent to those cheesy Christmas movies so

many people binge around the holidays. They are warm, festive, and you

don’t want anything to do with them once the cold weather is gone.

-Jeff & Desiree Bonomo

Watch Jeff & Desiree talk about all things in the craft beverage world on
Wine Hops and Road Stops on Service Electric Cable and Blue Ridge Cable or online at

www.youtube.com/@winehopsroadstops and facebook.com/winehopsandroadstops
& &S P — . idx
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December 2024

BIZARRE & UNIQUE
HOLIDAYS

1 Advent Begins
National Cookie Cutter Day
2 Cyber Monday
National Fritters Day
3 Make a Gift Day
4 National Cookie Day
Santa’s’ List Day
5 Bathtub Party Day
Repeal Day — The 21st Amend-
ment ends Prohibition.
6 St. Nicholas Day
Mitten Tree Day
7 International Civil Aviation Day
Pearl Harbor Day
8 International Children’s Day
9 Christmas Card Day
National Llama Day
10 Human Rights Day
Nobel Prize Day
11 National App Day
National Noodle Ring Day
12 Gingerbread House Day
Poinsettia Day
13 Friday the 13th
National Cocoa Day
14 Roast Chestnuts Day
15 Bill of Rights Day
National Lemon Cupcake Day
16 National Chocolate Covered
Anything Day
17 National Maple Syrup Day
18 Bake Cookies Day
19 Look for an Evergreen Day
National Regifting Day
20 Go Caroling Day
21 Humbug Day
Winter Solstice
22 National Date Nut Bread Day
23 Festivus — for the rest of us
24 National Chocolate Day
National Egg Nog Day
25 Christmas Day
26 Kwanzaa
National Candy Cane Day
27 Make Cut Out Snowflakes Day
National Fruitcake Day
28 Card Playing Day
Lego Build Day
29 Pepper Pot Day
30 Bacon Day
31 Make Up Your Mind Day
New Year’s Eve
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Senator Dave Argall

29th District

Pennsylvania Senate

Toll Free Number: 877-327-4255
senatorargall.com/ facebook.com/SenatorArgall

Eckley Miners’ Village Moving Forward

with Overnight Lodging, Research Center
By State Sen. Dave Argall (R-Schuylkill/Carbon/Luzerne)

If you want to learn more about how our parents and grandparents who
worked in the coal mines lived in the days when coal was king, there are
few better places to visit than Eckley Miners’ Village — the last remaining
authentic 19th century company mining town.

Exciting news was announced last week — Eckley is moving forward
with the adaptation of several existing, historic homes of coal miners into a
research center and overnight lodging for visitors. This project is part of an
ongoing effort to revitalize Eckley by expanding the exhibits and activities
offered at the village.

K-12 students, local educators, and visitors will be able to learn more
about the history of the village and the anthracite coal region through the
educational programs that will be offered at the new research center.
Unique overnight accommodations are also much needed for visitors to
White Haven, Jim Thorpe, and beyond.

I look forward to continuing to support their plans!

BEST

HOSPITALS
TOP20

IN THE NATION

COMEBACKS

Setbacks happen. When they do, all you want is to get your life back.
Trust the region’s only nationally ranked orthopedic team to help get you there.
We turn setbacks into comebacks, one movement at a time. Comebacks begin here.

LVHN.org/ortho | 833-LV-ORTHO

7 Scan to read his story

Lehigh Valley
& Orthopedic Institute
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The newly formed “Kadima
Kares” project will be making a
donation to a different charity each
month. Donations are kindly donated
by employees of Kadima at Luzerne
Skilled Nursing Home located at
463 North Hunter Highway in
Drums, PA.

A Food Drive was held in the
month of November and donated to
the Brueningsen Memorial Food
Pantry located in Freeland.
| The current collection for

December is for Toys for Tots.
A donation box is in the enclosed

front porch at Kadima.
From left: John Potoskie of the The January collection will

Breuningsen Memorial Food consist of a kids coat drive.
Pantry and Tom Diaz, CNA
representing Kadima.

289 Airport Road, Hazle Township
570-497-4321
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Trooper Anthony Petroski lll
Public Information Officer
Community Service Officer
Pennsylvania State Police
Troop N - Hazleton

The Winter season brings cold and inclement weather here in Northeast
Pennsylvania, so as a driver of a vehicle, we have an additional responsibil-
ity — clearing off the snow and ice! Currently, Title 75 of the Pennsylvania
Vehicle Code, Section 4524; Windshield Obstructions and Wipers, explains
that drivers must maintain a clear, unobstructed view through the front
windshield, which includes snow and ice. Also, from Title 75 of the
Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, Section 3721; Snow and Ice, states that a
driver of a motor vehicle or motor carrier vehicle being operated on a
highway of this Commonwealth shall make reasonable efforts to remove
accumulated ice or snow from the motor vehicle or motor carrier vehicle,
including the hood, trunk and roof of the motor vehicle or motor carrier
vehicle, within 24 hours after the cessation of the falling snow or ice.
Violating this section, regardless of whether any snow or ice dislodged from
the vehicle is subject to a fine of $50 for each offense. if snow or ice falls
from a moving vehicle and strikes another vehicle or pedestrian causing
death or serious bodily injury, the Operator shall be subject to a fine of not
less than $200 nor more than $1,000 for each offense.

Snow and ice dislodging from a vehicle whether traveling at high or
low speeds, can cause a great amount of damage to a vehicle and serious
injuries to the people within that vehicle. Take some extra time and clean off

Representative Dane Watro

116th Legislative District

Pennsylvania House of Representatives
570-453-1344

RepWatro.com / Facebook.com/RepWatro

Deadline Nears for Property

Tax/Rent Rebate Program
By State Rep. Dane Watro (R-Luzerne/Schuylkill)

Older adults and Pennsylvania residents with disabilities have until
Dec. 31 to apply for the state’s 2023 Property Tax/Rent Rebate program.
Remember, assistance through my district offices in Hazleton and Mahanoy
City is always free. You need not pay a private firm to help with the applica-
tion.

Income limits increased this year to $45,000 for both homeowners and
renters, so if you were earning too much to qualify before, you may be
eligible now. Remember to exclude 50% of Social Security when determin-
ing your income. The maximum rebate also increased to $1,000.

The program is open to residents age 65 years and older; widows and
widowers 50 years and older; and people with disabilities 18 years and
older.

Visit www.pa.gov/en/agencies/revenue.html for additional information or
to apply online or contact one of my offices for assistance. The 2024
Property Tax/Rent Rebate program will open for applications in mid- to late

the entire vehicle, you will be glad you did. Safe travels!

January.

Junior Leadership Hazleton Shares Christmas Fun with Helping Hands

JLH Team Members Front L- R Abigail Weston,
Octavia Zito, Brenda Lopez Rear L-R Alena
Lombardo, Alexis Bleiler, Mia Galbiati, Ariamdalys
Ramos Alvarez, Kimberly Tejada, Thomas Nowak.
Not pictured: Anahay Martes de Luna made
Christmas memories with Helping Hands
youngsters.

Children from the Helping Hands Society in
Hazleton shared the holiday spirit with some
students from the JLH Class of 2024-25 who
planned and held a Christmas Party for them on
|[December 5th. The JLH project team provided the
kids with a beautiful snowball for their tree, tree art,
delicious treats and Christmas stories and songs.

Helping Hands is a United Way Agency that
provides educational and therapeutic support to
special needs children and their families.

Junior Leadership teens on the project team
were: Alexis Bleiler-MMI; Mia Galbiati, Ariamdalys
Ramos Alvarez, Thomas Nowak-Hazleton Area
Academy of Science; Brenda Lopez-Hazleton Area
Career Center; Abigail Weston-Weatherly Area
High School; Octavia Zito, Alena Lombardo-Marian
Catholic High School and Anahay Martes de Luna,
Kimberly Tejada-Hazleton Area High School.

Mike Dougherty, JLH Program Coordinator
explains, “This was the last in a series of three
community service projects completed by the
2024-25 class. Community service has been a part

of the program since its inception, so class
members can practice the skills they are learning in
monthly sessions. All learn the importance of
helping others.”

Junior Leader-
ship Hazleton is a
program
administered by
Leadership Hazle-
ton, an affiliate of the g
Greater Hazleton |
Chamber of Com-
merce. Funding for
the program is
provided, in part, by
the CAN DO
Community Founda-
tion.

Mia and her new dancing part-
ner enjoy some Christmas
music.
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Junior Leadership Hazleton Brings the Christmas Spirit to Head Start
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Standing, L-R LH Project team Kelly Reiner, Darren
Paulino, Noemi Taveras Garcia, Shaniece Brown,
Natalie Verbonitz, Eliesel Lazala Gomez (Santa),
Roosivelt Fernandez, Margaret Zeiler and Elainel
Morel shared the joy of Christmas with some of the
children at Head Start-Hazleton on Carson Street.

It was a Christmas pajama party with no
grinches in sight as JLH students and Head Start
children celebrated Christmas together on Wednes-
day, December 4th at Hazleton Head Start. The JLH
team visited all five classrooms and children sat on
Santa’s lap for a photo and let him know their
Christmas wishes. Everyone enjoyed Christmas
music as the children were given Christmas
pictures to color, cards, and plenty of snacks and
treats.

Luzerne County Head Start, Inc. is dedicated to
enhancing the quality of life for low income children

Santa (Eli) and team love
the thank you cards from §
Head Start. ‘

and families in Luzerne and Wyoming Counties with
early childhood education and family development.

Junior Leadership teens on the project team
were: Shaniece Brown, Noemi Taveras Garcia,
Natalie Verbonitz-Hazleton Area High School;
Darren Paulino, Margaret Zeiler-Marian Catholic
High School; Eliesel Lazala Gomez, Elainel
Morel-Hazleton Area Academy of Sciences;
Roosivelt Fernandez-Hazleton Area Career Center
and Kelly Reiner-Weatherly Area High School.

In addition to helping teens learn about
community needs, opportunities, problems, and

&

‘ Natalie shares a snack with a new friend.

resources by attending the monthly sessions, these
young people are also required to be a member of
one of three community service project teams. This
helps them to learn planning and leadership sKills,
as well as team spirit--all of which are tools for their
own lives and which they can contribute to others in
the future.

Junior Leadership Hazleton is a program
administered by Leadership Hazleton, an affiliate of
the Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce.
Funding for the program is provided, in part, by the
CAN DO Community Foundation.

A Veterans Journal #94

By Joseph Barna ¢ Freeland
USMC, Korea 1952-1953

Mr. Barna is a 5-time National Gold Medal Winning
Author in the Annual Veteran's Administration
Creative Arts Festival. In the competition, he is
judged against thousands of entries from the 140
V.A. Facilities nationwide. In 2020, Joe made his
mark on the competition by winning two Gold
Medals in the same year. Follows is the first of these
Gold-Medal winner, "A Lost Friend".

A Lost Friend

| lost a friend, a friend | wished | had met years
earlier. His name was Tony. | had driven by his
home, hundreds of times. | had seen him sitting on
his porch, reading, listening to a radio, or just talking
to his wonderful wife Janet, his grandchildren, or
one of his many friends.

Friendship is more than just a word. Itis a
feeling that comes from inside you. It is this feeling
that you want to share with another. | felt this
feeling, this bond, when | met Tony. It started with a
simple “Hello. How are you doing?” But it was the
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beginning of our friendship.
) They say, if you have

~_ only one true friend, that you
. are a rich man. Tony made
many millionaires. He was
always there to help anyone
who needed help. Tony was
always positive. He never
had a negative word to say. Talking with him made it
possible for me to let the past behind and to look
ahead for better things to come.

Tony fought a long battle with the cancer. The
illness was detected late, so his fight was uphill from
the start. Tony’s voice got softer, his body thinner,
and | know he must have been in pain. But he never
showed it. | only wish that | could have shared some
of his pain.

A fishing buddy and | usually take two fishing
trips to a favorite lake in Canada every spring and
fall. As things turned out, our reservations fell while
Tony was in his last days. The evening before | left, |
spent some time with him. | sat beside his bed and
he asked me to hold his hand. After an hour or so, |
said good night and left for the evening. Little did |
know, that would be the last time | would see Tony
alive. While | was in Canada, Tony passed away.
Another friend of mine, was able to contact the
owner of the cabins and get the word to me that

Tony had died. My fishing buddy of 50 years, did not
hesitate and asked “I guess you want to get home?”
The next morning, we drove the 300 miles back to
Pennsylvania. On the way home, | somehow wrote
down these words that | was honored to say at
Tony’s funeral service.

Any child could never find a better father or
grandfather, no girl could ever find a more perfect
husband, and | could never have found a better
friend. | will always remember the times | spent talk-
ing to him on that porch or when we went for a cup
of coffee. As we talked, | found him never to give up
hope. He was as brave as anyone | have ever met.

Tony was in the Navy, and | was in the Marines.
We would often joke about that. | knew Tony was a
Navy man, but only found out that he was wounded
in action near the end of his life. | doubt if many
others knew this fact about him. He kept this part of
his life to himself. After finding this out, my love and
respect for him grew even more.

We still had so much to talk about on that porch.
| hope and pray that time will come later.

Tony, you never did, and never will walk alone.
Save a place for me on that porch in heaven.

Joe is the author of "God Makes Angels and Navy
Corpsmen: A Korean War Veteran's Memories of
the War and Life". The book can be purchased on
Amazon.com or directly from the author.
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JEWELERS
since 1922

Photo of the Phllali & Readin tr|n station in Tamq taken by Kyle
Whitley. Submitted by Pastor Phil Smith.

14 East Broad St., Hazleton 570-454-7341 & Valley Plaza, Rt. 93, Conyngham 570-788-1922

WORD SCRAMBLE ANSWERS
1. star
2. reindeer SERVING THE FREELAND AREA
3. stockings FOR 30+ YEARS!
4. milk and cookies
5. mistletoe North Penn
6. gingerbread house
7. candy cane Realty
8. eggnog
9. manger Real Estate Brokerage
10. christmas carols 606 East Butler Drive * Freeland, PA 18224
A new, cool, funky and far-out decoration 11. silent night (570) 636-0459

12. three wise men

in beautiful downtown Nuremberg.
George W. Lacey, I1I - Real Estate Broker

John M. Maso - Real Estate Salesperson

SHOP LOCAL.
EAT LOCAL.
SPEND LOCAL.
ENJOY LOCAL.

ITTAKES YOUTO
START THE TREND!

Support the local businesses who
support the area where you
live, work, and play.

Freeland St. Ann’s Band heId their Chrlstmas Concert at Freeland MMI Preparatory School on December 8.A S|zeable
audience appreciated such holiday classics as Do You Hear What | Hear, Go Tell it on the Mountain, Christmas Baby
Please Come Home and All | Want for Christmas is You. Over the next few weeks the band will perform for the
residents of area nursing homes. Joseph Rosato is director of the band. Shown is drummer Jerry Panecek.

STORAGE UNITS ALL SIZES
All Size Vehicle Parking
Zrucks - Gars - RU's

HIEEHLOP SELE ST ORAGE
Si70iMain Streetiin Sugarlioaf:
GallVeff570-233-5659 * GalllJoe 570-956-2815

@] ‘ ANY SIZE VEHIGLE
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AUTOIVIOTIVE REPAIRS & SERVICE

SAFETY &

EMISSION INSPECTIONS

*60.00

with this coupon Expires December 31, 2024

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Includes 5 Quarts of Non Synthetic Ol

*35.95

with this coupon Expires December 31, 2024

Rt. 940, Harleigh
(570) 454-7571 ; “**"”

FRONT END ALIGNMENT

*69.95

with this coupon Expires December 31, 2024

Used Car & Truck Sales )
Rt. 940, Harleigh - [570) 454-1511

Call Ahead to Make an Appointment for -
Safety & Emission Inspections

*Alignments *Computer Diagnostics *Motors & Transmissions Installed *Struts
*0il Changes *Tune Ups *Ball Joints *Tie Rod Ends *Brakes *Wheel Bearings *Axles
*U-Joints *Fuel Pumps *Tires *Brake & Fuel Lines *Electric Window Motors
*Transmission Flushes *Power Steering Racks *Transfer Cases *Exhaust Manifolds &
Gaskets *Radiators *Gas Tanks *Clutches *Heater Cores *Power Steering Pumps
*Timing Belts *Head Gaskets *Rear Ends

We offer a great selection of
quality pre-owned vehicles!

2008 FORD RANGER 2010 SUBARU FORESTER 2011 VOLVO XC60 2023 BOBCAT CT2035
! 79,073 Miles i .
5.27]L9\£/J§ zngge:P 42.3)%?/%22'?7”?11 . - dnﬁ':PbI 171,664 miles
4 Speed Autom:_:\tic 5 speed Automatic SpAelio;aIti: i 3.0 L Turbo AWD
Rear Wheel Drive - i 4WD ‘ AWD
$22,395 Call for price. Call for price. $6,995 $26,195
2012 NlSSAN MURANO 2014 NISSAN ROGUE 2015 Cadillac SRX 2017 DODGE JOURNEY 2008 BU|CK LaCROSSE
| S . 112,151 Miles &N ol
ol B . W
CVT AWD / o CVT AWD ; i AWD auxvrcgtic 7 FWD
$7,095 $7,95 $11,295 $9,795 $ 495
2014 CHEVROLET IMPALA 2012 Subaru Impreza 2012 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 2010 MAZDA MAZDA 3 1996 ISUZU NPR
EcofeBé42765I[vllille1395hp L =Y A= il b ;101.[1201218"3 } 133,445 miles
spont il o Tyl P
ov:\;\t}gve / v FWD map\l;va[l)BA e RWD
$1 3,295 $7,895 $6,895 $5,895 $7,595
1979 Ford Ranchero 2003 FORD F-550 SUPER DUTY 2010 NISSAN MAXIMA 2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU 2013 HYUNDAl ELANTRA
r | " ) Lo 00122'914 mi:?so v 130,252 miles
i P et R
57LV8 V8 325hp Xtronic CVT 6-Speed Shiftable 'jfuewmali: &
Automatic FWD

For more information check us out on www.barbushauto.com
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