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Luther Memorial Lutheran Church Adopts New Welcome Statement 

 

Blacksburg, Virginia ---Luther Memorial Lutheran Church has been a Reconciling in 

Christ Congregation since 2003, providing an open, affirming, and inclusive congregation to the 

Blacksburg, Virginia and New River Valley communities, as well as the student body at Virginia 

Tech. 

 The Luther Memorial welcome statement was originally written and adopted by the 

congregation in 2003 and has been revised this year to not only express the church’s welcome 

to people of all sexual orientations, but to also voice its commitment to racial equality for all 

people.   Here is the new statement: 

"To you who are reading this, we thank you. In 2003 we chose to become a Reconciling 

in Christ congregation. At that time, we “voiced our concern and caring for gay, lesbian, 

bisexual, and transgendered people.” Now in 2021 we are expanding our commitment to 

people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expression and adding a 

commitment to racial equity for all people.   
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In creating our beautiful world, God provided us with great natural diversity. Although 

many of us find it easy to appreciate diversity in such things as land forms and 

vegetation, we stumble when we try to appreciate differences in other people – 

differences such as sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and skin color. We 

know that God wants us to appreciate and love our neighbor, but how shall we do that? 

We are a community committed to the work of bringing racial equity and justice for all 

of God’s beloveds. It has been said that we more easily come to love others when we 

listen to their stories and share ours with them. As we do this, we find commonalities – 

areas in which we have both experienced joys, sorrows, achievements, failures, and hurt. 

When we are open with each other in this way, we grow in our understanding of 

ourselves and in our understanding of others. Relationships can form that will bring us 

closer to each other and to God, as we come to share comfort, love, and peace with each 

other. Is this something that you might like to do? If so, please join us as we travel this 

path." 

Reverend Monica Weber, the pastor of Luther Memorial, says “This statement is a continuation 

of the Luther Memorial history of social ministry. With this statement, we publicly reaffirm our 

welcome to all who are seeking God's love and grace, regardless of race, culture, national 

origin, citizenship status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, relationship or 

socio-economic status, addictions, physical or mental health, disability, imprisonment, age, or 

other circumstances.”   

 

About Luther Memorial Lutheran Church:  Luther Memorial Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in 

Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  Founded in 1886, 

the church serves the Blacksburg community and residents of Southwest Virginia’s New River 

Valley.  The Well Campus Ministry, hosted by Luther Memorial, offers regular opportunities for 

fun, food, and fellowship in Christ for students at Virginia Tech.  Luther Memorial offers worship 

services, faith formation, and Christian education studies throughout the week, and enjoys a 

long-standing tradition of mission and community service in the New River Valley. For more 

information, contact Reverend Monica Weber, (540) 951-1003, or visit www.lmlc.org.     

https://elca.org/
https://lmlc.org/the-well-campus-ministry
http://www.lmlc.org/


About Reconciling in Christ: Since 1974, ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation has 

advocated for the full welcome, inclusion, and equity of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

queer, intersex and asexual/aromantic (LGBTQIA+) Lutherans in all aspects of the life of their 

Church, congregations, and community. As Lutherans working together, we recognize that 

racism, sexism, ageism, able-ism, heterosexism, homophobia, and all the other artificial 

distinctions that seek to raise one group into privilege and preference over another, conspire 

together to diminish our world and church.  Visit https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ for more 

information.   
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