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Luther Memorial Lutheran Church Presents Zoom Webinar with  

Visiting Theologian ELCA Reverend Lenny Duncan: 

“What Now? Discussing the Sin of Racism and  

Dismantling Systemic Racism.” 
 

Blacksburg, Virginia, USA – On Saturday, September 12, 2020 at 7 pm EDT, Luther 

Memorial Lutheran Church, an ELCA Reconciling in Christ congregation, will host a free Zoom 

webinar featuring ELCA pastor, Rev. Lenny Duncan, author of the acclaimed book Dear Church: 

A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the United States.  In this 

webinar, Rev. Duncan will address issues of racial justice and equality that face all Christians. 

The webinar is open to the public and advance registration is required; please e-mail 

Luthermemorialblacksburg@gmail.com to request a registration link.  The webinar will also be 

linked to the ELCA Virginia Synod Facebook page. A moderated post-webinar conversation will 

be conducted on Sunday, Sept 13 at 7 pm EDT, sponsored by Tapestry, a Virginia ELCA Synod 

group devoted to issues of diversity, multi-culturalism, and inclusion. 
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Duncan is a popular speaker and writer on racial justice and the role of the church in the 

twenty-first century. He speaks from his own experience as a young, black, homeless, 

incarcerated drug user who found hope, acceptance and grace in the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). After attending seminary, Duncan was ordained in the ELCA; he 

currently serves as the Mission Developer Pastor at Messiah Lutheran Church in Vancouver, 

Washington.   

Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Duncan’s book Dear Church 

confronts systemic racism in mainline Christianity, and rejects the narrative of church decline, 

calling everyone --leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the church's renewal through 

racial equality and justice.  Duncan also calls on the church to take on the forces of this world 

that act against God - whiteness, misogyny, nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice – 

and his book opens the door for congregations to move forward to eradicate the sin of racism, 

following the revolutionary path of Jesus, who welcomed all persons equally. 

Luther Memorial’s pastor, Reverend Monica Weber says, “We are thrilled to welcome 

Rev. Lenny Duncan as our 2020 Visiting Theologian. Lenny challenges us to step outside our 

complacent comfort zone by modeling Jesus, who refused to observe invented boundaries like 

race and gender. The Luther Memorial congregation is committed to listening, learning, and 

participating in these necessary but difficult conversations about systemic racism, to change 

our ingrained behaviors, and to advocate for all of God’s people.” 

Duncan is currently finishing his autobiography, United States of Grace, due to be 

published by Broadleaf Books in the spring/summer of 2021. Duncan is available for interviews 

prior to or following his webinar – please contact Carol Webster at 

cwebster@casselinternational.com to schedule an interview.   
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About Luther Memorial Lutheran Church:  Luther Memorial Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in 

Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ELCA.  Founded in 1886, the 

church serves the Blacksburg community and residents of Southwest Virginia’s New River 

Valley.  The Well Campus Ministry, hosted by Luther Memorial, offers regular opportunities for 

fun, food and fellowship in Christ for students at Virginia Tech.  Luther Memorial offers worship 

services, faith formation, and Christian education studies throughout the week, and enjoys a long-

standing tradition of mission and community service in the New River Valley. For more information, 

contact Reverend Monica Weber, (540) 951-1003, or visit www.lmlc.org.     
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