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The Luther Memorial News 
March 2021 

 
We are a  

Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 

 

In March, we continue our Lenten journey into the 
wilderness with Jesus, even if we never set one foot 
outside our home. We human beings are experts at 
creating our own ‘wilderness places’: we isolate 
ourselves from loved ones due to anger; we hold 
grudges; we carry resentment and envy; we close our 
eyes and ears to God’s Word or the work of the Holy 
Spirit; we allow grief, pain and wounded pride to 
harden our hearts, until we no longer care about 
anyone but ourselves. 
 
What are your wilderness places? Take some time to 
reflect on your life: how have you wounded the people 
you love most? How have you refused to give them the 
same grace that God first gives to you? How have you 
turned away from God to hide out in your personal 
desert? 
 
The Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims 
that there is no wilderness we can create that will ever 
separate us from God’s presence or God’s 
unconditional love and forgiveness. Even in the 
wilderness places of our own making, God descends, 
finding us and embracing us in pure love that outlasts 
our mortality. We, the baptized children of God, are 
forgiven of all our sins by the love of Jesus Christ, who 
gives himself up on the cross so that we may be 
reconciled to God, and to each other. 
 
I invite you to walk with me into these wilderness 
spaces every Wednesday evening for Lenten Midweek 
worship, as together we examine the ways that God’s 
forgiveness sets us free from isolation, and brings us 
into relationship with God and community. Perhaps 
the most difficult yet most important work we can do 
as a Christian is to understand what constitutes 
authentic forgiveness, so we may participate in God’s 
renewal of Creation. Step out of your wilderness 
places and step into the love of God that waits for you 
as you learn to practice forgiveness that gives new life, 
thanks be to God in Christ Jesus! —Peace to all here, 

Pastor Monica 
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March Council Meeting: 21st, 11:30am-1pm by Zoom. Staff & Council members please submit your 
monthly reports to Marcia Barrow in a PDF file no later than Monday, March 15th. Packets and the Zoom 
meeting link will be distributed by email. 
 
Congregational Council Corner     
2021 
John Hess, Secretary   jlhess@vt.edu  
Mara Knott    knott@vt.edu    
Tim Larson    tilarson@vt.edu 
Carol Reynolds    carol@quintinz.com      
2022  
Jay Crone    jaycrone@vt.edu    
Andy Hansbrough, President  andy.hansbrough@kollmorgen.com       
Ed Vigen    ed.vigen48@gmail.com 
2023 
Elaine Belay    elainebelay@gmail.com 
Teresa Cassell    teresa.cassell@comcastmnet 
Carolyn Howard, Vice President carric2003@gmail.com 
Karl Pedersen    Karl_Pedersen@msn.com 
 

Finances – Expenditures for January 2021 exceeded income by $5458.  
 Council formed a Task Force to recommend adjustments to the 2021 Spending Plan in order to 

align expenditures with anticipated income. 
 Terry Hageman was elected Treasurer for the current year. 
 The Committee on Finance will provide a session to train members of Council to understand 

better the financial reports of the congregation. 
 Approved up to $2000 from the Memorial Fund for maintenance and evaluation of future 

maintenance requirements for the pipe organ. Director of Music, Nita Smoot will coordinate this 
work. 

 
Ad hoc Committees – council established the following: 

 Committee to evaluate acquiring furnishings and art for the fellowship hall.  Marcia Barrow will 
chair the committee and invites participation from members of the congregation. 

 Committee to review existing mission statements for LMLC with the expectation of making a 
recommendation to be included in the bylaws of the congregation.  John Hess will chair this 
committee. 

 Committee to identify a member to serve on council for the class of 2022 to fill the open position 
resulting from the resignation of Seth Knight. Andy Hansbrough will chair this committee. 

 Committee to plan for reopening our ministry for worship and fellowship, Carol Reynolds (for 
Congregation Care) and Karl Pedersen (for Fellowship) will coordinate the work of this 
committee. 

  Campus Ministry – Carolyn Howard, chair of the Campus Ministry Discernment Committee, 
convened leaders of the Well, Luther Memorial, and Christ Lutheran, Radford to develop a yoking 
agreement for calling a Minister of Word and Sacrament, to a position of shared responsibility 
between parish ministry in Radford and campus ministry at VT, the Well. Caring guidance from 
the Virginia Synod and congregational leaders are working to present a proposal, based on a 
50/50 sharing of time and compensation between Luther Memorial and Christ Lutheran, to the 
congregations for approval in March.  The goal is to have a campus pastor in place for fall 2021. 

 
Council received the report from the Committee on Mission Endowment Funds, which summarized 
available funds and the following actions. 
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 Earnings of the Endowed Scholarship Fund will be invested to increase the corpus of that fund.  
 Earnings from the Unrestricted Mission Endowment Fund will be used to provide an additional 

scholarship to support the education of black, indigenous and people of color (BIPOC) from the 
local community. The scholarship opportunity will be advertised with local churches first and 
potentially other means. 

 Additionally, earnings from the Unrestricted Mission Endowment Fund will be set aside to be 
available to help with costs associated with calling a campus minister, should these be needed. 

 
Committee on Personnel - Patty Marickovich, who will serve as the chairperson of the committee, and 
Elizabeth Grant join the committee.  Council expresses gratitude to Kevin Carlson who effectively chaired 
this committee for the past 14 years.  
 
 

 

                                        God’s Work, Our Hands  

                                                               
                                                          
In February, LMLC members contributed: 
*105 lbs. of food to Interfaith Food Pantry 
*Change for Change allocated for Reconciling Works 
*The Well students mailed valentines to all LMLC shut-ins and elderly members 
                                      
A special thank you to our Food Pick-Up Team: Bill King, Charlie Harris, Terry Hagman, and Sandy 
Hagman (often with the help of their son Brett).  This Team picks up Food Pantry orders at Food Lion on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
 
Lenten Midweek Worship, every Wednesday in March, 7pm by Zoom with the Blacksburg-Radford 
ELCA Fellowship. Join us as we gather for prayer, silence, Taize chants and clergy reflections as we 
examine Forgiveness using the Beatitudes as our guide. 
 

Lenten Home Altars: as part of our Lenten journey this year, the Fellowship clergy invite you to set up a 
home altar in a place where you can see it every day, as you reflect on Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness 
and his life-giving sacrifice for all humanity. This is an opportunity for you to get creative: look around 
your home for objects that hold significant religious meaning for you…maybe a beloved family Bible; a 
cross; an image; a piece of artwork or a candle… 

After you ‘build’ your altar, take a photo, and click this link: http://tiny.cc/lentenphotos 

You can upload your photo to a Google Drive, so it can be shared during the Fellowship’s Lenten Midweek 
Worship. Then on Maundy Thursday, you will be invited to strip your home altar as part of our worship 
service. 

We look forward to seeing your home altar photos!  

 

http://tiny.cc/lentenphotos


Holy Week Schedule: 
March 28, 10am: Palm Sunday Drive-In Worship with Holy Communion and the Reading of the 
Passion; St Michael Lutheran Church 
 
April 1, 7pm: Maundy Thursday Zoom Worship with Virtual Communion and Foot-Washing. The 
Zoom link will be emailed to you. Please have bread or gluten-free bread/crackers and wine or juice 
available for your use during worship. If you wish to participate in foot or hand washing, have a basin of 
water and towels available. As the worship service ends, you will be invited to strip your Lenten home 
altar. 
 
April 2, Noon-3pm: Good Friday Individual Confession. Pastor Monica will take appointments for 
persons who wish to observe this ancient, confidential rite. Please email Pastor Monica if you are 
interested. Weather permitting, this will take place in the Covered Picnic Shelter at Luther Memorial. 
Masks & social distancing will be required.  
 
April 2, 7pm: Good Friday Tenebrae Zoom Worship. The Zoom link will be emailed to you. Various 
members from the Fellowship congregations will serve as readers and extinguish candles as we 
remember Jesus’ crucifixion. 
 
April 3, Easter Vigil hosted by the Virginia Synod at a time to be announced. Details will be emailed to 
you. 
 
April 4, Easter Drive-In Worship with Holy Communion; 10am at St Michael Lutheran Church. 
 
April 4, 11:15am: Children’s Easter Egg Hunt hosted by The Well (weather permitting). 
 
 
We pray for Richard Beyer’s family at his passing.                                                                                                              
Please address condolence cards to Richard’s brother: 
Gerhard Beyer 
9129 Christopher Street,  
Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
May all who loved Richard be comforted, and may he rest in Light Perpetual. 
 
 
 
March Change for Change 

In March, we will be collecting for the Blacksburg Interfaith Food 
Pantry. The Pantry has continued to operate throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic and has increased the amount of food that is given out to clients. 
 
Current needs include: Diced tomatoes, Spaghetti sauce, Chicken helper, 
Tuna helper, Instant Potatoes, Pancake mix/syrup, Brownie mix, Ground 
coffee, and canned fruit. 
 

Canned goods and packages may be dropped off in the Narthex during the month of March. We will have 
a drive-thru collection on Saturday, March 27th from noon to 1:30 pm. The Students from the Well 
will be assisting in the collection, sorting, and putting the food on the shelves at the Pantry. 
 
 



Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry Updates 
The Food Pantry will start distributing infant formula. After a discussion with New 
River Community Action, it became apparent that this is a great need in the 
community. Mothers often go without eating in order to purchase formula.  
In addition to the formula, we have also begun purchasing toothpaste for distribution 
once a month. We also need donations for toothbrushes. If you have any extra single 

wrapped toothbrushes, the Pantry would welcome your donation.  
Finally, the Pantry is working with To Our House and the homeless population. From November through 
March, clients receive three meals a day through the shelter program; however, there is no food 
distribution from April through October. BIFP is coordinating with To Our House to develop a central 
location where small bags of food may be received on a regular basis. Not all the details have been 
worked out just yet; but if you have wrapped plastic eating utensils piling up in a drawer, I am sure we 
can put them to use in the spring when we start this new ministry. 
Thank you for all your support. Lutheran Memorial has been a wonderful partner in this feeding ministry. 
Until all are fed. 
 
 

   
Celebrate “Undie Sunday” & Help Women & Children in Crisis 
The Blacksburg-Radford ELCA Fellowship invites you to donate new packages of underwear for the 
women and children in crisis who seek safe emergency shelter and assistance from the Women’s 
Resource Center in Radford. 
 
Please bring new packages of underwear for women and children (all sizes) to “Undie Sunday” on 
March 28 as part of the Palm Sunday Drive-In worship service at St Michael, 10am.  
 
We will bless the “undies” and pray for the families who need them. To volunteer to help gather the 
undies and deliver them to the WRC, please contact your pastor. 
 
Words of hope from the Covid Task Force:                                                                                                                                          
Having the vaccine is a sign of progress in dealing with the virus. But it’s just one factor. We still need to 
be vigilant even after we get a second dose of the vaccine. Please continue to mask (double), distance, and 
avoid groups. Here are seven reasons why: 

1. It takes several weeks before a person’s vaccine reaches full effectiveness. 

2. Even then, none of the vaccines are 100% protective. 

3. The protection may diminish after several weeks or months. 

4. Vaccines may not protect as well against new strains of the virus. 

5. Vaccinated people may get COVID without symptoms and spread it. 

6. Vaccinated people fighting off the virus may spread it. 

7. We show our care and support for each other as we follow the guidelines. 

The task force continues to monitor information from health authorities and public officials. Our 
buildings are being used under strict conditions by small groups. Check with the church office if you 
would like to hold a small meeting either indoors or in the picnic shelter. 

 



Scholarship Available                                                                                                                                                                                           
Luther Memorial is blessed to have several endowment funds, one of which provides a $500 scholarship 
each year to a student entering college or who is already enrolled in college. 
If you would like to apply for this scholarship, please email Office Manager Marcia Barrow, 
luther@lmlc.org.  
Deadline to apply is April 30, 2021.  
 
Fellowship Hall Re-Opening & Tours 
Our newly renovated Fellowship Hall is 99% complete; we are waiting for a new water bottle filling 
station to be installed. Once that installation is finished, we will offer tours of our beautiful new space to 
any interested LMLC members. Masks and social distancing will be required. Stay tuned for more info! 
 

Personnel Committee Update 
We give thanks to Kevin Carlson who served as the Personnel Committee chairperson for 14 years of 
faithful leadership; we also give thanks to Personnel Committee member Sandy Hagman, who resigned in 
order to join the VA Synod’s new Hunger Team, addressing the ways we can minister to God’s hungry 
people. We are also grateful to Danny Knott for his years of service; Danny will remain on this committee. 
 

We welcome incoming Personnel Committee chairperson Patty Marickovich, giving thanks for her 
willingness to serve on this very important team.  
 

Please thank and congratulate these folks!  
 

Luther Forum Continues on Zoom                                                                                                                                                          
Though the pandemic has limited our ability to be together, you can still take part in stimulating 
study.  The Luther Forum continues to meet, via Zoom, at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday (except weeks when 
there is Drive-in Worship).  The class is studying Short Stories by Jesus:  The Enigmatic Parables of a 
Controversial Rabbi, by Amy-Jill Levine.   

Perhaps you have studied Jesus' parables before, but Dr. Levine, who is an observant Jew and Professor of 
New Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School, brings a fresh perspective to these 
familiar stories.  She invites us to see them through the eyes of the original 1st Century Jewish community 
to whom they were first told.  Suggesting links to other stories in Israel's scriptures, she helps us see 
possible links to a long religious tradition which are often missed in many commentaries and sermons. 

One of the good things about this particular module of the Luther Forum is that each week's focus (one of 
the parables) is a self-contained unit.  So even if you have not been in the class from the beginning you 
can jump right in now!  If you would like to join the study you need to do two things:  Get a copy of the 
book, easily available online.  Send Bill King an email asking for the Zoom link and the schedule of 
the class: luthercm@gmail.com. 
 

Winter 2021 Stewardship activities                                                                                                                                                        
We emerge from a unique year in our history.  Face to face interactions have essentially ceased and one 
casualty has been the chance to thank members for the various responsibilities of ministry that they have 
conducted.  In this note, I would like to highlight the efforts of three people.  Kathy Parrott and John Hess 
have given much energy to the renovation of Fellowship Hall.  Kathy has been involved in the project 
from its inception at the beginning of our Capital Campaign.  During the construction phase, John Hess 
has joined with Kathy to represent LMLC’s interests with the contractors, inspectors, and wherever 
assistance was needed.  Their efforts, almost complete at this writing, speak to their dedication and 
vision.  Thank you Kathy for years of effort on this project and to John for providing the close support 
needed to bring the project to completion.  My third thank you (she doesn’t know I’m doing this) goes to 
my wife, Teresa, for her annual efforts to lead the Christmas Outreach campaign recently completed.  I 
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see firsthand, of course, the efforts required to lead and coordinate this event.  They are considerable. 
Many local families enjoy a bit more plentiful Christmas because of this program, and Teresa makes it 
happen. 

Please keep the financial needs of LMLC in mind as we move towards an ultimate reopening of the church 
for in-person worship.  Expenses continue, whether we can attend worship or not.  We have met this 
challenge pretty well, but had to work our way through a now depleted “cash cushion” to meet 2020 
budget obligations.  That makes financial support even more important in 2021.  And thanks to all for 
traditional Luther Memorial generosity and support of our ministry.                                               

Bennet Cassell; Stewardship Chair 

LMLC Committee Vacancies 
We face a great opportunity on the horizon: when the pandemic ends and it is safe to return to in-person 
worship and fellowship, people who have been watching Luther Memorial online worship services and 
participating in our community outreach may visit our church with an eye to becoming a member. We 
need to “put our best foot forward,” to present Luther Memorial at its best, after more than a year of 
pandemic restrictions. We’ve spruced up our buildings, but now it’s time to get our real house in order: 
the houses of our hearts, as we prepare to welcome people in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
There are many committee vacancies that need to be filled, so that we can work together to make these 
preparations. It is every LMLC member’s responsibility to serve our congregation in some way: that is 
how we proclaim Christ to one another and to the world. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to 
participate on one of these teams: 
 
Christian Education & Children’s Church 
Congregation Care 
Fellowship 
Stewardship 
Finance  
Creation Care 
Campus Ministry 
 

For more information, please contact Pastor Monica. 
 

To My Dear Friends at Luther Memorial,                                                                                                                            

Thank you so much for my ordination gifts of a stole and garment bag as I begin my 

pastoral ministry.  I am deeply thankful for the opportunities you gave me to serve, which 

were critical in helping me discern God’s call.  I look forward to continued ministry together 

in the Blacksburg community and for the friendship at LMLC.                                                                                                                                                                           

With Peace & Hope,                                                                                                                                                                           

Pastor Bryan  

Nita’s Notes – March 2021                                                                                                                       
During this time of stillness and silence we are given the opportunity to reflect on our individual 
experiences and lessons throughout our 2021 Lenten Journey of faith. If we are to be like Jesus, then we 
need to embrace the necessary time and space for our heart to evolve and conform to the spiritual heart 
of Jesus. Exactly how does that happen? Perhaps it is as simple as acknowledging the silent presence of 
Christ in our daily life and imitating the relationship connection of Christ with God through “praying 
without ceasing” and worshiping God “in the beauty of holiness”! 



This winter I have seen my Great Blue Heron six times. I do not see it every year, but it is here this year. 
Usually I have no idea when it is down by the creek or in the marsh-like back water. I am only made 
aware of its presence if I am out and about and it rises in silence above me to relocate in a different place. 
I hear nothing. Our connection is one of shared sacred space in silence. I stand still, unable to move, and, 
my heart soars in its movement, the initial circular flight taken with such precision and grace. Now I do 
look for my friend every day.  I want and long to see it. Is this the same as the desire to see and be with 
Jesus and to know the pathway leading to the very presence of God? In my reading I learned that this 
Heron symbolizes stillness and tranquility and in some cultures is believed to be mystical, magical or 
holy.  When it crosses our path, we are to pause, to stop and think and receive its message telling us to 
meditate and contemplate. Again, isn’t this exactly what we search for in our relationship with Christ? 
Each time I see my Heron and connect with it, I love it even more. And, it is this way with Christ as well. 

The love of Christ comes from the depths of the spiritual sacrificial heart Christ shares with us through 
grace. Throughout Lent may we all come to a greater understanding of such powerful love and how we 
are also commanded to love one another. What does that mean and what does it look like in this 2021 
world?  

The love of God through Christ is the underlying theme of our Lenten hymns, songs and music selections. 
I trust that they will offer time for reflection and connection. Even though this is considered a somber 
time of penitence and preparation, we continue to celebrate in our hearts the gift of salvation through 
Christ. So please follow the advice found in Ephesians 5:18b-20. …but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the 
Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God…  

Joyfully yours,                                                                                                                                                                                          
NITA 

Women’s Covenant Bible Study Thursdays @ 7pm: Join us anytime!                                                                                                               
Join Pastor Monica & Pastor Michelle of St Michael Lutheran for a women’s Zoom Bible study that 
explores the origins and history of how the Bible came to be, and what God is saying to us through 
Scripture. This 3-part study features contemporary Biblical scholars sharing their insights on DVD and 
participants receive a workbook. We began on January 21st with “Creating,” an 8-week dive into God as 
Creator. If you ordered a workbook, please pick it up from the LMLC Office. If you would like to 
participate but did not already notify Pastor Monica, please email her (pastormonica@lmlc.org) so we 
can get you your materials. The “Creating” study runs through March 11; the second installment, 
“Living,” runs from April 8 through May 27th; the third installment, “Trusting,” will resume on August 
12 after a summer break. Each study is self-contained, so join us for any or all sessions! 

We’ve gone social!                                                                                                                                                           
LMLC congregation members and friends please take a few minutes in this new year to post a review of 
Luther Memorial on Google (here’s the link: https://g.page/r/CZvHfC5I-bOlEAg/review) or on the 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/luthermemorialblacksburg). 

 

                                                     

Like us on Facebook! &  Follow us on Instagram 

 

mailto:pastormonica@lmlc.org
https://g.page/r/CZvHfC5I-bOlEAg/review
https://www.facebook.com/luthermemorialblacksburg


i 

 

 

 

 

alblacksburg 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                           

                                                                                           

                                        
                               
                                            

                                     

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE BORN IN MARCH 
 
 

     March 11  Chris Skogen                                                                                

     March 12  Stephen Everett                                                                
        Karl Pedersen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

      March 14  Lois Voss                                                                    

      March 15   Jay Crone 

      March 16   David Grant 

                                                           March 22  Don Holmstrom                                                                                                                                                    

      March 25  Mike Neeble                                                                                                                          

      March 27  Louise Price                                                                                                                                        

      March 28  Charlie Harris                                                            

      March 31  Jessica Catley 

        Tyler Neeble 
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Luther Memorial Lutheran Church 

600 Prices Fork Road 

Blacksburg, VA  24060 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP NUGGET FOR MARCH 2021 

“God doesn’t bless us because of our merits, but good stewardship 
responds with gratitude and a commitment to work that manages the 
blessing well.”     Adrena Sawyer                                                                                 
   

 


