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3rd/4th Quarter-2023 

Holiday Blessings to All my Brothers and Sisters, 
 
What an honor it is to be your Grand Master for  the 2023-24 fiscal year. I am grateful for 
the wonderful members and officers who have supported me through my years in the 
GLSD.  
 
I pray all of you enjoy the coming holidays with love and that you are surrounded with 
family and friends. 
 
The past month, I have been busy planning, making and donating pies to charity to the 
homeless shelters and less fortunate residents of South Dakota, Iowa and Nebraska. This is 
a yearly thing I take to heart and believe that it exemplifies what we as Odd Fellows strive 
to promote. There will be a total of over 1200 pies to be made for the holidays. 
 
I am also helping to organizing a Thanksgiving dinner by donating turkeys to various chari-
ties throughout the tri-state areas. Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful for what we have; 
not what we don’t have. 
 
I am looking forward to the coming year and hoping the New Year bring happiness, peace 
and prosperity to everyone near and far.  
I pray that all of you continue to be blessed with good health and a prosperous new year. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a beautiful new year to all. May the Lord contin-
ue to bless our Order. 
 
My warmest holiday blessings to all, 
Dave Chang, Grand Master 



     Share your Lodge Happenings!                                                                                               
Recognize your members, Events in your Lodge, Toot your Horn!!                                                               
I would love to see a page per lodge in every Pasque Issue!!                                                                 
I will be sending out periodic updates to lodge secretaries as/when needed. If so, 
please e-mail your article and photos to:  LaDonna at glsdioof@gmail.com  

WEBSTIE ADDRESS: southdakotaoddfellows.org  is always a work in 
progress,  it is the go to place for information concerning South     
Dakota Odd Fellows!  

2023-2024 Grand Master Program 
 
Motto:  Be grateful. Focus on what you have;  

  not on what you don’t have 
 
Colors:  Blue, White and Silver 
 
Flower: Blue Plumeria 
 
Aim:  To promote & increase membership in our 
Order 
 
Song:  From a Distance by Bette Midler 
 
Scripture: Mark 12 30-31 
 
Guides:  Ten Commandments 
 
Emblem:  Lei-Represents peace, love, honor, 
unity strength and friendship 

Fun Song:  Happy by Pharrell Williams 

Project: Local Food pantry donations and  
  the Maui Wild-Fires 
 

2023-2024 Grand Lodge Officers 
 
Grand Master   David Chang   
Deputy Grand Master  Karen Bialas 
Grand Warden  Barb Baisden 
Grand Secretary  LaDonna McKnight 
Grand Treasurer  Sean Bialas 
Grand Conductor  Amy Chang 
Grand Marshal  Paul Hagenbaugh 
Grand Chaplain  Shirley McKnight 
Grand Herald   Alisa Schmidt 
Grand Guardian  Cody Parsons 
Jr. Past Grand Master  Caren Howard  
Grand Representative Paul Schaefer/Bill   
                                                 Glover 

 
2023-2024 Appointed Committees: 

Education Committee:                                
Aliza Wonnenberg, Amy Chang, Beth 
Leber, Carol Woltjer, Joe Vallette 

Credentials Committee:                                     
Cody Parsons, Sandy Glover, Colleen 
Smith 

Finance Committee:                                      
Lisa Kerner, Larry Cross, Paul              
Hagenbaugh 

Property Committee:                                        
Barb Baisden, Chuck Yarbrough,  Lyle 
Ratliff,  

Membership Committee: Barb Baisden 
Chair, Cody Parsons, Lori Clausen, Alisa 
Schmidt 



Grand Lodge Awards 
presented by SGW 
Tom Calabrese from  
New  Jersey                                                                                                                  

SGW Tom with Deputy Grand 
Master David-now Grand Master 
and Grand Master Caren now Jr 
Past Grand Master.  Medallion Awards presented by SGW Tom to Bill Glover and 

LaDonna McKnight 

Special Recognition Cer-
tificates presented by 
SGW Tom to Karen Bi-
alas, Steve Munro and 
Caren Howard 



Member of the Year                      
Alisa Schmidt of                            

Gregory Lodge #189 

Lodge of the Year Gregory Lodge #189 

The Odd Fellow Member of the Year and Odd Fellow 
Lodge of the Year Programs will continue with the follow-
ing guidelines:   

 

 

Member of the Year: Each lodge shall nominate 1 member 
that they feel embodies the principles of Odd Fellowship. A 
form will be sent out in July that will need to be completed 
and submitted by August 15th. Each nominee will be a guest 
of the Grand Lodge-room and per deim provided. So all 
nominees are encouraged to attend Grand Lodge. The Odd 
Fellow of The Year will receive a plaque and a $250.00 dona-
tion to the charity of their choice. So be thinking about who 
from your lodge deserves to be recognized for their good 
work in promoting the principles of Odd Fellowship. 

                                                                       

 

Lodge of the Year:  Each year before Grand Lodge, Lodges 
are “required” to submit a report of what they have done in 
their lodge and community. Once these reports are turned in 
they are included in the Advanced Reports that are used at 
Grand Lodge as lodge reports. The Lodge will receive a 
plaque and a $500.00 donation from the Grand Lodge. Be 
sure to work on your lodge reports and get them turned in 
on time to be considered for this honor. More information 
will be sent to lodge secretaries in the following months.  

Nominations for both programs will be due August 1st 2024. 



Thinking of you 
 All Members and Friends battling or recovering from illness— 

Lyle Ratliff in the passing of his daughter in November 

LaDonna McKnight-health concerns, surgery in December 

Donnie Howard-Health Concerns 

Rita Neff-emergency Gallbladder surgery (Shirley’s oldest daughter) 

Please be sure to let 
LaDonna know of 
anyone we should be 
keeping in our 
thoughts and       
prayers. 

Bill and Sandy Present the 
SD Flag at the opening of 
Sovereign Grand Lodge,  

Sioux Falls Lodge #9 re-
ceives the Pulling Together 
Award from SGM Michelle 
Heckert,  

Sovereign Grand Conductor 
Carol hard at work! 

Sioux Falls #9 delegation 
all dressed up!! 



Greetings from the Grand Secretary 

First of all, my apologies on the delay of getting this issue of the Pasque out to you! It has been a pretty crazy couple of 
months since Grand Lodge! I will explain shortly…  But before I start with my excuses, I want to say thank you to all 
that came and participated in our Grand Lodge Session in September! I thought we had a great session under the lead-
ership of Grand Master Caren Howard! The friendship and fellowship is something every member of the order needs to 
experience. My hope is that more members are able to attend next year-we are still working on a location but it promis-
es to be a weekend to remember. 

I do want to let everyone know that the Scholarship Applications/Instructions will be posted on the SD Grand Lodge 
Website by December 1st as requested by the Executive Board. The Annual Reports will be mailed out in December. 
The Grand Lodge office is finally back together and almost completely organized, that has been an almost two year pro-
ject, those of you that saw it at it’s worst would be very impressed with it now! Just a few piles of “stuff” left to go 
through, but at least it looks like an office and not like something a tornado hit!  

With that being said, I ask again for your patience and understanding as on Monday December 4th I will be having lum-
pectomy. I was diagnosed with a grade 2 Invasive Ductal Carcinoma, in other words, breast cancer. The past month 
and 1/2, has been filled with a lot of doctor appointments, lab work and MRI’s etc.. I will be off work from my state job 
for 2-3 weeks, but hoping I can do some lodge work once I am feeling a little better. In January I will need to undergo 
15 radiation treatments, and then that will be that!!! I hope or that is at least my plan!!  

As usual, if you need anything don’t hesitate to contact via email or my cell # is 605-890-9739-I will have it with me 
during my recovery, and I will get back to you as soon as possible or able.                                                                                       
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all!   In F L & T LaDonna McKnight, Grand Secretary  

Having a grand time after 
hours at Sovereign Grand 
Lodge!  

Bar-B Que, Zombies and 
Corn that is taller than 
Caren and Karen! 



Rushmore Lodge #39 hosts picnic 
for Ukrainian Refuges living in   
Rapid City  

Southern Hills Lodge #112 and       
Rushmore Lodge #39 help celebrate 50 
years of Wedded Bliss for Grand Master 
Caren and her better half Donnie!  

Caren and Donnie Howard celebrate their 
50th Wedding Anniversary in September 

Donnie Howard receives his 35 
year member jewel  

Fall Happenings  
in the Hills 

Just a reminder to check out the IOOF News online on the IOOF.org web-
site. There is a great article on “How to Get New Members” Check it out!! 











The Three Links Odd Cast is an exploration of and discus-
sion about issues in Odd Fellowship for members of the In-
dependent Order of Odd Fellows. It provides a fun, light-
hearted look at the history, traditions, customs, and practic-
es of O dd Fellowship as well as an examination of where 
the fraternal order is today. NOTE: there will be *NO* dis-
cussion of The Unwritten Work or any of the signs, grips, or 
passwords of Odd Fellowship. 

The Three Links Odd Cast 
Toby Hanson, Ainslie Heilich, Mike Duminiak 

Remember Me  NOVEMBER 06, 2023 

The Remember Me Episode highlights our very own Sioux Falls Lodge #9 and members PGM Carol Woltjer and 
Matt Rock!  Check out their interview with the Three Links Odd Cast members.  

The Three Links Odd Cast is available for free on all major podcast distribution platforms includ-
ing Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Amazon, iHeartRadio, Spotify, TuneIn, Pandora, Podchas-
er, Deezer, and Podcast Addict.  To find the podcast, visit one of the aforementioned podcast 
sites and search “three links odd cast” to find a link to download and subscribe.  The podcast is 
also available for download from Buzzsprout at https://www.buzzsprout.com/1179644.  More 
information is available on the Three Links Odd Cast website at http://
www.threelinksoddcast.com.   



Send me your favorite recipe to go into the Pasque!!   I would love to put recipes from our members!!Please send in a 
word document or typed into the body of an email so I can cut and paste! Pictures would be great but not required.  

Pumpkin Chiffon Pie 

TOTAL TIME: Prep: 20 min. + chilling  YIELD: 8 servings.  

Ingredients 

3 ounces cream cheese, softened 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1-1/2 cups whipped topping 
1 graham cracker crust (9 inches) 
1 cup cold whole milk 
2 packages (3.4 ounces each) instant vanilla pudding mix 
1 can (15 ounces) solid-pack pumpkin 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger                                                                                                                         
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 
Optional: Chopped nuts and additional whipped topping 

Directions 
1. In a bowl, beat cream cheese and sugar until smooth. Add whipped topping and mix well. Spread into 
crust.  

2. In another bowl, beat milk and pudding mixes on low speed until combined; beat on high for 2 
minutes. Let stand for 3 minutes. Stir in pumpkin and spices; mix well. Spread over cream cheese layer. 
Refrigerate until set, 2-3 hours. If desired, garnish with nuts and additional whipped topping. 

Brunch Ham Enchiladas 
Total Time Prep: 15 min. + chilling Bake: 40 min. + 
standing   Makes 10 servings 

Ingredients 

2 cups cubed fully cooked ham 

1/2 cup chopped green onions 

10 flour tortillas (8 inches) 

2 cups shredded cheddar cheese, 
divided 

1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 

2 cups half-and-half cream 

6 large eggs, lightly beaten 

1/4 teaspoon salt, optional 

Directions 

1. In a large bowl, combine ham and onions; place about 1/4 cup 
down the center of each tortilla. Top with 2 tablespoons cheese. 
Roll up and place seam side down in a greased 13x9-in. baking 
dish. 

2. In another large bowl, combine the flour, cream, eggs and, if 
desired, salt until smooth. Pour over tortillas. Cover and refriger-
ate for 8 hours or overnight. 

3. Remove from the refrigerator 30 minutes before baking. Cover 
and bake at 350° for 25 minutes. Uncover; bake for 10 minutes. 
Sprinkle with remaining cheese; bake 3 minutes longer or until 
the cheese is melted. Let stand for 10 minutes before serving. 

 



 

JANUARY  2024 

1 New Year’s Day—Rose Parade –  
 Watch for the Odd Fellow/Rebekah Float!!  
15 Anniversary of the Birth of Thomas Wildey,    
     Founder of our Order  
15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
20 Executive Committee Meeting, Baymont Inn-
Oacoma 
 

FEBRUARY 2024 

2 Groundhog  Day  
12 Lincoln’s Birthday  
14 Valentine’s Day/Ash Wednesday   
19 Presidents’ Day  
22 Washington’s Birthday 
 

MARCH 2024 

1 Annual Reports Due to Grand Lodge Office 
1 Scholarship Application Deadline 
10 Daylight Savings Time begins 
16 Executive and Scholarship Meeting 
————Chamberlain-Baymont Inn 
17 St. Patrick’s Day 
19 First Day of Spring 
23 Schyler Colfax Day 
24 Palm Sunday 
29 Good Friday 
31 Easter Sunday 
 

APRIL 2024 

22 Earth Day 
27-Founders Day Celebration for Odd Fellowship 
 

MAY 2024 

1 May Day 
2 National Day of Prayer 
6 Holocaust Remembrance Day 
12 Mothers Day 
18 Armed Forces Day 
20 Victoria Day (Canada)  
27 Memorial Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 2024                       

6 D-Day 
14 Flag Day 
16 Father’s Day 
22 Membership Picnic/Executive Board 
—————Chamberlain 
19 Juneteenth Holiday 
20 Frist Day of Summer 
  
 
JULY 2024 

1 Canada Day 
4 Independence Day 
 

AUGUST 2024 

1 ADVANCED REPORTS DUE TO GL OFFICE 

21-24-Sovereign Grand Lodge-15-22-Pittsburgh PA 

 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

2 Labor Day 
8 Grand Parent Day 
11 Patriot Day  
13/14 GRAND LODGE— 
22 Autumn Begins 
 

OCTOBER 2024 

14 Columbus Day/Native American Day 
14 Thanksgiving (Canada)  
31 Halloween 
 

NOVEMBER 2024 

1 All Saints Day 
3 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
11 Veterans Day 
28 Thanksgiving Day 
 

DECEMBER 2024 

21 Winter Begins 
24 Christmas Eve 
25 Christmas Day 
31 New Year’s Eve 


