Child Matters Incorporated

Behaviour Guidance Policy

The Behaviour Guidance Policy of the Centre: 

· recognizes that each child functions at different levels depending on age and stage and that behavioural expectations should be adjusted to accommodate the physical, cognitive and emotional abilities of the individual
· follows empirically based research perspectives regarding techniques to promote healthy, safe and positive experiences for children at the Centre
· celebrates diversity in families and staff and encourages its influence on behaviour
· provides an experience where children’s behaviour is guided such that they feel secure while engaged in exploring their imagination, creativity and curiosity at the Centre
· adheres to provincially mandated regulations in the administration of the programs, especially as it relates to public health considerations
· supports and trusts the professional decision making of the staff and owner

· will not tolerate abusive language, harassment, disrespect or slander of the staff, owner or company at anytime
The Behaviour Guidance Policy of the Centre prohibits:
· the use of corporal punishment (i.e., physical means of punishment of a child)

· the use of negative language or adverse tone of voice whether overt or implied towards a child which could make him/her feel degraded in any way

· the exclusion of any child from any activity as a form of punishment 
· the use of confinement, restraint or isolation including time out, counting 

· the withdrawing, withholding or placing out of reach materials as a form of punishment 

· the ignoring of children in need of attention

· the denial of approval for children to use adaptive aids, wear appropriate clothing or use the bathroom

· the forcing of children to repeat a desired behaviour for the purpose of reinforcing what is expected in certain situations
