Mat #65
The law is love

Mat 7:11 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!
/Mat 7:12 “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.\
Mat 7:13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.
Mat 7:14 “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.
By this point we can be certain there was more than just the original 12 because TLJC is entering into the gospel message and many Bels who were there at this point of the Sermon on the Mount, became born again and would be great assets to the Apostle later on after the Cross at Calvary.

I want to highlight this scripture…Mat 7:12 because it falls under the concept that the OT was a shadow of what was to come.
/Mosaic Law covered moral and judicial codes for the nation of Israel but also foreshadowed the coming Messiah and encapsulated the Christian walk that would become the standard for the Church Age to come.\ 

The shadow of the CA and the coming Messiah was wrapped up in the spiritual aspect of many of the OT commandments and rituals. 
But it wasn’t the spiritual aspect that the majority of the Jews would follow.
They were more concerned with the outer man than the inner man. The ritual not the reality is what they focused on. REPEAT

/O.T. laws and commands revolved around having no other gods, keeping your focus & love on the one true God. It was clear that respecting authority, loving your neighbor and operating in truth and compassion was at the heart of the commands & laws.\
The OT prophets spoke about these exact same spiritual laws in many of their writings as well.
Turn to Zechariah chapter 7

Look at what the prophet Isaiah spoke about.
/Isa 1:16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 17 learn to do good; Seek justice, reprove the ruthless, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.\

Seek justice….do good… defend those who are less fortunate. This is love thy neighbor …do not be a false witness, means do the right thing…seek justice. 
All tied to the basic principles of the 10 commandments and Mosaic Law as a whole.
 /Isa 58:6 “Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free
and break every yoke? 7 “Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into the house; When you see the naked, to cover him; And not to hide yourself from your own flesh? (relatives)\
Treat others as you want to be treated is at the heart of most of these scriptures.
/Zec 7:9 “Thus has the LORD of hosts said, ‘Dispense true justice and practice kindness and compassion each to his brother;\
Zec 7:10 and do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.’

Zec 7:11 “But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears from hearing.

Zec 7:12 “They made their hearts like flint so that they could not hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets; therefore great wrath came from the LORD of hosts.
Treating each other in kindness and compassion and this is OT….now we begin to see the shadow of the coming message of TLJC.

It was only the stubborn arrogance of the Jewish people that kept ignoring the word of God…seeking new idols and false gods…then adding to the rituals and commands of the original scriptures.

They no sooner left the slavery of Egypt and they began to rebel against Moses. This was an ongoing theme for the nation of Israel. 

/Zec 7:12 “They made their hearts like flint so that they could not hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets; therefore great wrath came from the LORD of hosts.\

Jump back into the NT….Matt chapter 22
Remember the past few lessons I have done here… as well as my series on the OT prophet Joel at gbible.org….self-induced misery. 
How we bring misery in our life by reaping what we sow which eventually can turn into divine discipline from God when we ignore His warnings and word for longer periods.

/Rom 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.\

What they failed to do in ancient times and what had happen to the Jewish leadership in the time that TLJC was training His new followers was an accumulation of arrogance and scar tissue on the soul…continually rejecting the plan of God…ignoring the word.

And even worse manipulating the word to what you want it to say. 
Which is the sin of adding too or taking from the word of God.

Look what the Lord tells those who question what the greatest commandments are…
Mat 22:36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”
/Mat 22:37 And He said to him, “ ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ (Have no idols before me)\
This is a whole hearted….100% dedication to God. Look what Jesus goes on to say in verse 38…
Mat 22:38 “This is the great and foremost commandment.
Mat 22:39 “The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’
/Mat 22:40 “On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”\     ELABORATE
Not very complicated is it?

Go to Colossians chapter 3 with me.
TLJC is telling them all of the OT laws and commands can be summed up in having full focus and love relationship with God…and loving each other with that impersonal and unconditional Godly love.
 /The inner motivation and soul commitment is what the Lord is focused on. Love for God and love for each other begins within the heart and will eventually come out in words and deeds if it is genuine.\

We can’t fool God…He looks at our heart.
We can play games with people and fool people from time to time but God knows exactly what we are thinking, what our motivation is really all about.
Look at Col 3 verse 12-
/Col 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;\
Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
Col 3:14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.
Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.
We are told to put on something…this is reference to put on the new nature remove the old nature…operate in the filling power of the HS.
You can’t have unconditional love and the focus we need to not be distracted by cosmic viewpoint without tapping into that indwelling power of the HS.

Let’s look at what our Lord said in Matthew chapter 25. 
Turn to Matt 25:43.

Remember at any given moment you are either walking in the New Nature or the Old sin nature. 
There is no gray area or middle ground where you are half spiritual and half fleshly. 

The importance in how we treat others really reflects how we treat our Lord.

Mat 25:43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’
Mat 25:44 “Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’
/Mat 25:45 “Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’\

We should realize that treating anyone in this manner is wrong….but when we neglect those of the house of God…fellow Bels that is like rejecting TLJC.
We should always be careful how we treat others…we simply do not know if God has placed another Bel in front of us or perhaps it is an angel.
/  Heb 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.\
Do not assume everyone you bump into is just another Unbel or some insignificant Bel who has no real consequence in your life…God’s plan is never just dumb luck.
Everything happens for a reason & sometimes it’s a result of our own decisions and sometimes it’s something outside our own decision but either way God knew about it in eternity past.

The Bible has always been clear on treating people with grace and mercy.
/ Lev 19:34 ‘The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.\

I’m not telling you that you take in every homeless person nor am I telling you to assume everybody you run into on the street is a trustworthy person, I’m simply telling you to approach people with a kind and open heart.

1Cor 13:7 tells us that love bears all things….hopes all things and believes all things.
Certainly for our fellow Bels we should have love and compassion.
/Gal 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.
This law is not about O.T. rituals but everything fulfilled in Christ. He came to fulfill every scripture, prophecy & command.\
The TLJC was teaching His followers it was not about the ritual but the reality of what we truly believe…what we live in should be the Christian way of life which has grace at its core. 

There is something to be said about how we treat strangers…it often is a reflection into our soul.
[bookmark: _GoBack]/Job 31:32 “The alien has not lodged outside, For I have opened my doors to the traveler.\




Mat 7:13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.
Mat 7:14 “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

