2Thess #6
Edifying each other with a grateful heart.

Open back up today in 2Thessalonians chapter 1.

Let us keep Israel in prayer and also Sarah B. 
Because she has been a faithful follower of the ministry over the past few years and she has a hip surgery coming up tomorrow.
2Thes 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2Th 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We did a short series as a reminder of the grace plan of God the Father.
Interestingly enough we were in lesson number 5 last lesson and five is the Biblical number of grace!

/2Th 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.\
2Th 1:4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.
2Th 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.

There were several reasons to be grateful for these Bels in Thessalonica and some of the recent failures or personality issues did not matter.

It didn’t matter that a handful of Bels had begun to peel away into some false teaching, the majority still had a solid grasp on BD.
In our flesh, we often focus quickly and intently on the mistake, or the failure. Forgetting all the forward progress or loyalty prior to that. 

We even do this to ourselves from time to time…no one is a worst critic then yourself when you are walking in true humility. You sometimes allow your own mistakes or short comings to keep you in a downward spiral and you need to shake that off.
Parents, teachers or anyone in leadership, needs to be careful not to overplay their authority and allow discipline to become their main teaching tool. 
There is always a time and place for correction, constructive criticism and even tough discipline. Yet none of that does any good if the edification and acknowledgement or appreciation is missing.
/ 2Thes 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you

Greek present tense, is how the Apostle Paul presents a grateful spirit. He was continually pleased and grateful for any and all Bels who keeping pressing forward. Those with doctrine in the soul who keep pressing on are a blessing and bring unity to the body of Christ.\

We should be grateful for one another; I know I am humbled and grateful by the majority of the Bels in this little ministry.

I believe most of you that seriously follow the ministry are grateful for one another as well.
The reality is we all have battles to fight in our own personal walk, we all have an OSN that kicks are butt from time to time.
Yet the majority of the time we get together and get into the word and pray for one another, while keeping our nose in the WORD, trying to walk this temporal journey the best we can.

/Critical people are usually bitter people. Many times, they have been beaten down at some point as well. They were verbally, physically or mentally trapped in an environment that was abusive and negative. This is no excuse to lash out and project upon others. Yet we all need God’s grace and mercy to help correct us and set us on a new path. We all need time, space and edifying relationships that help us along. \
Be careful in the lives of others that you are not the negative thorn that cripples their spiritual walk.

The Apostle Paul was careful to lift up and recognize the positive Bels.
/2Thes 1:3 your faith is increasing abundantly – hyperauxanō, greatly enlarged and moving to another stage. This is a compliment about seeing visible results when someone is growing in an area. \

HUP-AIR-LOCS-ON-OH, is a combination of two root words really not used in any other section of the NT. To keep on building upon, keep on increasing, greatly enlarged or reaching another stage.
Turn to Acts chapter nine RF.

God is not a FATHER of constant strict discipline. HE is a teacher of the right thing done in the right way, and HE does expect a spirit of humility but He is not waiting on high for your next mistake.

/Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to  His purpose.

God is well aware when we are moving forward toward a closer relationship with HIM. In that journey He is not demanding sinless perfection but a humble and grateful heart willing to grow.\ 
God cannot work all things together for the Bel who is negative toward HIS word, and has no desire for a serious relationship with HIM.
But the Bel who can stay the course and get serious with God, that Bel is going to have GOD working in their favor even when they stumble and fall from time to time.
My warning is be careful how you speak out against the Royal family.
Any given day you could be the one struggling with an issue, never assume you know everything about everyone or every situation. Have the attitude of mercy, grace, forgiveness and thinking the best instead of the worst of someone.
                             REPEAT
Keeping in mind also perhaps even the worst person in your life, who is an Unbel may someday become a spiritual giant. 
/Act 9:1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,

Saul of Tarsus would have never made any Christian top ten list for Apostleship, if you are being honest.\

This is another reason we should take care with our sharp tongue of criticism toward other people. We simply do not know what tomorrow, or next month or even next year holds for that person.

Act 9:2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them in shackles to Jerusalem.

Christianity was called the people of the WAY, during the early formation of the church.
Saul was a young Pharisee in training who had his sights set on the Sanhedrin. The whole concept of the teaching or promotion of Jesus Christ enflamed Saul like most of the Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees. Saul was eager to destroy the early church.
Act 9:3 Now as he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;
/Act 9:4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

Any Christian who we attack verbally or physically, is an attack upon the LORD Himself.\
Saul of Tarsus is a wonderful lesson of both sides of the coin.
The Unbel who we think can never change, therefore, it’s okay to be rude or aggressive toward them.
Or the Bel who we judge and back-bite because they failed and yet it is the same as if we had done it to TLJC.
                        REPEAT

Remember what TLJC taught in Matthew chapter 25;
/Mat 25:43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’

Jesus was warning against the self-righteous arrogance of religion. Yet the lesson was designed to wake people up to the fact we never know who we are dealing with.\
Never assume you know who is a spiritual loser or winner, just as you should never assume you know exactly why someone has failed or is stuck in a spiral of sin.
You do not walk in another person’s shoes and they do not walk in yours …take care how you speak against anyone!
/Mat 25:44 “Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or as a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’
The self-righteous person believes they walk in spiritual integrity. Yet others are open for their cruel judgment and callous treatment. \
For someone who is deep in the throws of depression or anxiety, your haughty looks and harsh words may just be the straw that breaks the camel’s back,

Sometimes a kind word will be just the medicine to help lift someone out of a horrible rut their OSN has them trapped in. 
/Mat 25:45 “Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it for one of the least of these, you did not do it for Me, either.’

Be cautious of how we treat one another, especially members of the Royal Family. Seek unity not division. \
On any given day we do not know what mental or physical pain someone may be in, even those closest to us struggle at times and we do not realize it.

Never assume the local homeless man on the street corner is a loser. Or that the drug addict next door, is never going to change.
 Never assume you know exactly who you are dealing with when you travel and meet a stranger.  
/Heb 13:1 Let love of the brothers and sisters continue. 2 Do not neglect hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.\
There are times GOD will test our spiritual growth not for HIMSELF – but to show us where we are at!

/Eph 4:29 Let no unwholesome word come out of your mouth, but if there is any good word for edification (oikodomē ) according to the need of the moment, say that, so that it will give grace to those who hear.
To construct or build up, to lift and promote positive growth.\
OYE-KO-DI-ME-A, this is made up of two Greek root words, that were used for the construction of a home. These two root words pointed to architecture. 

There is a time and place for correction and even harsh words in rare circumstances. The Bel needs to gain maturity to understand how and when to handle those types of circumstances where correction or discipline is needed.

If you do not have the level of maturity do not attempt to get involved in that.
/Rom 14:19 So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

The majority of the Bel’s attitude during good times or bad, should be one of seeking unity and edifying the body of Christ.\ 

/2Cor 10:8 For if I boast somewhat more about our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to shame,

The Apostle Paul knew the calling of Christian leadership is one of a delicate walk. It is guiding, teaching and at times admonishing with the ultimate goal of assisting the body of Christ.\
Let us close in 1Corinthians chapter 8.
Difficult lessons are common in the role of a pastor-teacher, yet they also must lift up and give hope and light for guidance.

This is why it is important for the Bel to remain humble to be teachable and not hypersensitive. Objective and not subjective.
/2Cor 13:10 For this reason I am writing these things while absent, so that when present I need not use severity, in accordance with the authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down.\
Think about a growing child they sometimes need discipline because in the long run, tough love… occasionally, will help build them into capable and responsible adult.

Yet the edifying and teaching or guidance carry the bulk of how that child learns and grows.

/1Cor 8:1 Now concerning food  sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes one conceited, but love edifies people.

Achieving knowledge is excellent and part of your calling! But it can not become a blunt weapon to beat down others and elevate self! \
Impersonal, unconditional, virtue love will always win the day.

Godly love, applied by a mature Bel, is a tool to always apply even in the most difficult circumstances. 
1Co 8:2 If anyone thinks that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know;
1Co 8:3 but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.
Loving God - points to the Bel in fellowship, applying God’s word and moving forward toward SM.

As a Bel matures they realize how to become much more precise and even delicate with their words.
The tongue can set a fire or ease someone’s pain – it is a lethal weapon or an edifying tool. 

