Mat lesson 16
Adjust to the word of God

Mat 3:4 Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan;
/Mat 3:6 and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.\

Mat 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;
Mat 3:9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham.

Looking on the board at Mat 3 verse 6 I want to put a finishing touch on my Baptism series related to this study on John the Baptizer.
Two important principles to highlight is the baptism in water and the repentance of sins which was almost simultaneous. 
/The Church-Age had not started so this water cleansing was symbolic in Judaism dating back to Moses time (Exo 30). The Hebrew term was Mikvah (immersion) and notice the outer body is cleansed simultaneous with soul cleansing.\ 

This was a common with the Jewish culture and as I already taught, it was a way of people connecting with John the Baptist message and washing themselves clean inside and out publically accepting that the Messiah was arriving. 

I believe I mentioned in a prior lesson that it was a defining point in Judaism and I think I said they were separating from it… but I’ll really meant it was accepting the truth and acknowledging that the kingdom was arriving and the Messiah is here.
/The stumbling block for the majority of Jews was their strong desire for a Royal presence in the line of David to arrive and establish authority on an earthly throne. This seemed like a new concept that the repentance & acceptance of a heavenly kingdom was the focus.\

Yet it is written throughout the OT about the coming Messiah and the spiritual aspect of the kingdom of God.

The OT is very descriptive about who The Lord Jesus Christ would be…how the kingdom of God would be established and the pain and suffering TLJC would face.
/Being earthly minded and wanting to mold the plan of God & who The Lord Jesus Christ is into what their own expectations was is what became a blind spot for the majority of the Jews.\
It is not much different than what we have today.

Denominations and church leaders who stick with a dogmatic system or rituals that are not connected to CA doctrines have caused great division among Bels. 

I’m sure what I taught on in the baptism lessons struck a nerve with many people. It goes against some denominational rituals. 
But we have to understand that God has pivot points in His word…God has dispensations highlighted and historically He has opened the eyes to His people of what seems new….but was written in the word all along.

/ Being earthly minded and wanting to mold the plan of God & who The Lord Jesus Christ is into what their own expectations was is what became a blind spot for the majority of the Jews.\

When you can find doctrines that are solidly identified in scripture and the OT carries that message into the NT ….meaning lining up scripture against scripture with the view of historically context…understanding original language concepts…then and only then can you say for certain that you have a dogmatic statement from God.

/The Bible can tell a person to drink alcoholic beverages & just enjoy life (Ecc 8:15, Ecc 9:7, 1Tim 4:4) or does it tell us it is a danger and a sin? (Pro 20:1, Pro 23:31, Eph 5:18). Yet The Lord enjoyed good wine and dinner out on the town.(Luk 7:34).\
Getting the picture? 
I could do about a dozen of these slides and leave your head spinning but each and every one I would do has a solid Biblical answer and a lesson learned with no confusion or doubt as to what God’s standard is. 

/The majority of the Jews were rejecting the word of God which John the Baptist was clarifying for them. John was announcing that, NOW is the time for the Messiah to appear, the HEAVENLY kingdom is upon us!\

It wasn’t so much that John Baptist was telling them to reject the OT Judaism and embrace this brand new system…

It was John the Baptist announcing the new dispensation and the new covenant about to be presented to them. But it all is written about in OT scriptures by everyone from Abraham & Moses to David, Isaiah….Jeremiah, Ezekiel & Daniel.  Just to name a few.

/Two of the main stumbling blocks for the Jewish population at this point in history were all the rules & regulations the Pharisees had added to the Word of God. And they accepted God as a divine being that was transcendent, yet would not accept His appearance in the form of a lowly laborer from Nazareth.\ REPEAT
They put God in a box. Their box!
Transcendent meaning God can do anything and be anything…all powerful.

Yet the concept of the Trinity is problematic for Judaism to digest. 

Now Judaism has spun off in several different belief systems over the years but at this point in history it was one system…one belief. 

/They believed in the monotheistic (singular) God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob yet struggled with the concept of the Lord Jesus Christ, BEING God.\

The funny thing is that we often use the term Judea-Christian beliefs and it is pretty accurate term. 

I believe in the same God as Abraham & Moses. 
It’s just that the early Jews distorted the teaching…never fully understood the lessons all pointing to the coming Messiah and warnings of divine discipline. 

/Mal 3:6 For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.
Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.\
The Trinity is clearly a solid doctrine from Gen to Rev. 
/Joh 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”\
When I mention that as John the Baptist proclaimed the coming Messiah and those Jews that went into the Jordan River with him were separating from tradition…it really was that those new converts understood the true message of the OT scriptures. 


They realized the historically turning point was upon them and the hand of God was on this man John the Baptizer. 
Looking back on Mat 3 v 7 we see John Baptist get a little hostile.
/Mat 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?\
To fully understand this righteous anger that John has for these respected Jewish leaders we need to quickly look at who the Pharisees & Sadducees were.

Remember there is a time for righteous Godly anger.
Righteous anger to speak out against lies…call out hypocrisy & speak truth loudly…and yes even reprimand someone. 

/Pharisee is a titled often used for a separatist in ancient times, a person or group set apart. Their formation can be traced back to about 160 years B.C.\

They sprang up from a Jewish revolt known as the Maccabean Revolt which was fighting against the power of the Hellenistic Greek leadership that had spread all over Syria & Asia & many portions of the former Babylonian Empire.
/Right from their inception the Pharisees were designed to be religious & moral authorities and the early membership included, Jewish scribes as well as Jewish scholars.\ 
At one point there were about 6,000 of them.
/This group was highly regarded, highly selective and insisted upon education and edict when it came to Jewish tradition, law and scripture.\ LOOK SLIDE
Very early on they got involved in rules and regulations and it spun quickly out of control and was ripe with legalism within the first few years.
/Sadducees were made up of men from the Levitical bloodline & wealth, having some form of aristocracy and much less concerned with the accuracy of the Torah. They indulged in a mix of secular & religious ideology which they used to run the political and business elements of the Jewish people.\

The issues of resurrection and certain doctrines pertaining to angels, spiritual life & future prophecy were hot topics that caused division between Pharisees and Sadducees.
Sadducees didn’t put much stock in any of those doctrinal beliefs. This group was nothing more than a spin-off of the Pharisees because they came about around the same time…
/That same Maccabean Revolt (167 B.C.) produced the two groups of powerful Jewish leaders that later formed the 70 man legal teams called the Sanhedrin which laid down the laws of the land in every Jewish city.\ council in every city.
Though they would volley back and forth over the years and have heated exchanges as well as out right anger toward one another at times…. they actually enjoyed their status and took full advantage of it.

/What happened prior to the birth of Christ was these two groups set the tone, molded the religious, social-political status for all Jews. Legalistic Pharisees manipulated God’s word & entitled Sadducees blended in Greek philosophy & Roman culture into Jewish communities.\ 
Both parties acted as they despised the Romans yet they loved their Roman position over the Jews.
Think about the Christian world we live in today.
Seriously…all the mega churches and denominational non sense. Not much has changed.
Hypocrites are everywhere!

/John the Baptist knew the historical damage the Pharisees & Sadducees had done not only to his people but more importantly to God’s word.\ 

What you can give these two groups credit for is higher education.
They were sticklers for education and they established classrooms & colleges to help further their studies and prepare young men for positions as Scribes & Pharisees as well as further secular research for the Sadducees.

Problem became what they taught was tainted!
/Mat 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? (Righteous indignation)
John the Baptist is calling out the legalistic crowd for altering the word of God to suit their own arrogant agendas.\ 

Isn’t that what we see everywhere today in and out of the church walls.

People molding the word of God…twisting the truth to fit their own personal desires or lifestyle. 

We don’t fit God’s word into our life we fit our lives into the word of God.
Notice John uses the term brood of vipers….a viper comes in many shapes and sizes and all are dangerous because of the venom they spit into their victim after they bite.

The viper releases their prey afterward and let them wander off to die so they can later slither around behind them and scoop up the carcass.
/The venom of a legalistic spiritual leader can damage a person not only in a spiritual sense, as far as their growth….but in the natural realm it may bring about the sin unto death or even eternal agony due to a belief in the wrong Lord & Savior.\ 
Turn to Romans chapter 14

Once we reach an age of accountability we can’t look back and simply say…oh well I trusted this pastor…or teacher and never followed through with searching the scripture myself.

I never questioned anything even though there were red flags popping up along the way when he was teaching.
I just showed up at church once and awhile and put my $2 in the bucket…I did my share!
/Rom 14:12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.\
13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way. 14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.

When Paul says…. that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean…  in verse 14, this is a clear message that we are all different concerning weaknesses and stumbling blocks….we all have to have our own convictions in front of God. 
Be careful how you evaluate people.
Watch how you speak to people.
/Mat 12:36 “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.\
We can-not judge another person and we are told to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.
/Gal 6:5 For each one will bear his own load.
1Pet 4:5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.\

Those in positions of leadership in a church are given double discipline if they lead people astray.

That’s why I always take this serious.
I’m far from perfect and I am more than rough around the edges but I can tell you I take this gift and calling serious. 

Back to Mat 3:8-9
/Mat 3:8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;
John is speaking about keeping ourselves clean, walking in the new man and bear fruit in your life.\

This principle has always been established…after salvation….cleansing of sin to present yourself to God clean, spotless an then have fellowship and apply His word.
OT or NT it is the same. It is just in the CA we live in now we are indwelt by Trinity and have that New Nature within us….OT saints didn’t have that.


/Mat 3:9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham.
The teaching of Judaism in that time assured that all Jewish descendants were included because of Abraham.\
This was not the case. Truly it never was and this is a distortion of the word of God like I just mentioned a few minutes ago.
/Just being Jewish does not ensure the blessings of the Kingdom of Heaven.
Rom 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel;\

Look at Mat chapter 8

There are two misconception that I can touch on in closing….the first is that not all Jewish people are born again and saved. The second is that something called Replacement Theology is not the answer as to why not all Jewish people are saved.
/Mat 8:10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.\
11 “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; 12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
/Mat 8:12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
The O.T. Jews were always considered sons in the kingdom through Abraham.\
Turn ahead to Mat chapter 23

It is always faith alone in Christ alone. You see the Jews… and really it was the legalistic leadership of the Jews (Sad & Phar) had an arrogant way of boasting that they were Abraham’s offspring so they were naturally included in the heavenly realm.
Look what Apostle Paul was teaching Gentiles in Rome.
/Rom 11:19 You will say then, “Branches (Jews) were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you (Gentiles) stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either.\
Look at Mat chapter 23 v 29

Mat 23:29 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’
Mat 23:31 So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 “Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers.
/Mat 23:33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?
The Lord speaking to Jewish leaders.\

You need to understand the Jewish people are chosen, they are special and protection and prophecy revolve around these people…but in the end it comes down to faith alone in Christ alone.

/There are 144,000 Jewish Evangelist in the Tribulation period (Rev 7). What purpose do they serve if all Jews are saved just because of blood ties to Abraham?\
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are denominations and groups of people who think they can fit God’s word into their little box….mold it, shape it and make it fit…yet it’s the other way around….we conform to the word of God.  We will touch on this a little more next time and also Replacement Theology. 
