James #147
Neither wealth nor poverty prevent you from entering heaven – it is an issue of your heart.

Let us pick it back up in 1Timothy chapter six and we will close that section out on this current lesson we have been digging into.

The Apostle Paul is reminding Timothy that within his role as a church leader, as a pastor-teacher… he will have to teach the difficult principles that lead to SM – which is true godliness. 
That many will claim to be mature and some, may even teach doctrinal principles, yet that which they claim may be counterfeits and lies.
True godliness is a calm assurance, a contentment no matter what circumstances you are in. It is the Fruit of the Spirit manifesting in one’s life habitually. 

This is how he reminds Timothy to look at life;
/1Ti 6:7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it, either.
Your bank account, car and marriage, or your business and house, will not follow you into the next life. The only thing you will leave in this temporal life is your impact – was it positive or negative?\
1Ti 6:8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.

The Apostle Paul is the voice of experience here… not fluff and wishful thinking. 
/Phl 4:11 Not that I speak from need, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get along with little, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.\
The part of this most Christians miss, is that PAUL LEARNED this…it is a skill set not an emotional wish list.
The issue in SM, or what we know as living a godly life, is from within the soul not the exterior circumstances – money, marriage, home…wealth or poverty. 
                        REPEAT
/Phl 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

The Apostle Paul gives no credit to the flesh – it is through our union with Christ, application of the two power options that we get to this stage in our spiritual walk.\ 

1Ti 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge people into ruin and destruction.
The trap is intentional set up by Satan.
Those who want to get rich – the focus again is on motivation…GOD looks at the heart.
The devil’s world is designed to keep you yearning for more… always chasing yet never fulfilled, even after we capture that what we thought would make us feel content. 
                             REPEAT
/1Tim 6:9 - many foolish and harmful desires which plunge people into ruin and destruction.

The fall and plunge is written as a pre, act, ind, they KEEP falling and plunging into traps and destruction. This is a matter of fact for those who think and live within this sphere of worldliness.\
The present tense means it is ongoing, the active voice, points to our own personal responsibility. 
The indictive mood, is a solid, fact of life in the cosmic system.
The Greek word for drowning or sinking in water is, bythizō - (BOOTH-EEDZO), to be plunged into water and begin to sink or to drown… which takes a period of time.
This is speaking to bringing pain, injury, misery and eventually drowning onto yourself…because of this attitude and motivation. 
/1Ti 6:10 For the love of money (philargyria) is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

This is taken from the root word for personal love and an attitude of greed combined. THE ROOT is from this motivation – not money itself.\ 
FILLOG-OH-REE-A, a personal love, it is a covetous love affair. A very unique word used one time in the NT.
The other word – longing, is in the Greek present tense and is also used to describe a type of greedy attitude. That verb means you keep reaching for it and keep focusing upon it.
/1Tim 6:10 - The view is plural within this statement there are many ‘evils’, that stem from this root of a desire for wealth. Money is a creation of GOD, for a human economy and daily functions. It is designed to sustain and bless in the proper context of this natural world. It can be abundant or minimal, either way it is not a status of spirituality.\
Money is an incredibly useful slave and yet it is also a cruel master – that depends upon the capacity in the person’s soul. 
The inordinate desire for money is a root of many types of evil – people lose their integrity; they step upon one another physically and emotionally. Many lose their sanity over it – yet it is not money that is the issue.
                          REPEAT 
IT IS the greedy desires for it!

Just like everything GOD creates - Satan and mankind distort it and try to destroy it.
Our world functions on basic economic principles of trade, monetary exchanges as well as skills and education. 
/The Bels like Job, David, Abraham and Sarah are great examples of having wealth which increases as they keep getting closer to GOD. They did not get distracted or pulled away because their focus was always on GOD. They handled the adversity and kept forward momentum.\ 
1Ti 6:11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.
Continue to flee from these things – Greek present tense. 
Imperative mood is a command, a serious warning! 
/Righteousness is only found in union with Christ – walk in the new nature more so than the old nature.
Godliness is pointing to SM.
Faith is our foundation starting at salvation (mustard seed), yet growing as we forge ahead in the world using our two power options.\

/Love is virtue love, found in the nature of Christ – impersonal & unconditional.
Perseverance, and gentleness, work hand in hand. You can never achieve a compassionate and gentle nature, without self-discipline and endurance. The Believer must stay the course toward maturity.\
1Ti 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
Notice the call to run a race and compete in a strenuous event, to fight a good fight – all of these descriptions the Apostle Paul uses in his teaching, because we are called into battle after salvation.
The Christian who is willing to pull away from the emotional nonsense and religious rituals and get serious with their relationship with God.
 Will not fall victim to wrong motivation, wrong norms and standards and wrong priorities. 
                             REPEAT
Jump back over to our current study in James 2 - as we wrap this current series up.
/Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Your mind (soul) is only renewed by the washing of BD in a soul controlled by God the HS. (2 power options)\

The problem of greed and power lust, often go hand in hand and many times it is subtly seen in the life of Christians. Unfortunately, it is more often seen behind the pulpit then in the congregations.
Yet part of the problem of this type of lust pattern is that it also has a root deep within the soul of someone who also struggles with judgmental attitudes of bias. They believe the money and prestige place them above others less fortunate. 
Sadly, it happens to those who are less fortunate as well – they strive to elevate themselves into wealth and prestige by any means possible. 
This usually destroys a person’s integrity along the way.
                             REPEAT
Pastor James had some of this attitude of bias and arrogance bubbling up in his own church in Jerusalem;
Jam 2:1 My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
Jas 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and is dressed in bright clothes, and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes in, 

This was an example Pastor James had probably witnessed on more than one occasion and now he was addressing the issue.
Jas 2:3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the bright clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,”
Jas 2:4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
/Jas 2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters: did God not choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?\
The issue is not truly about wealth, the point James is making, is much like what Jesus explained in such verses as –
 Luke 18:25 “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God!”
In fact, we will close today by briefly looking at this exchange between Jesus and a wealthy man in Luke 18.

Jump over to Luke 18 in closing.
The person whose whole life revolves around making a profit, gaining worldly attention, worldly riches – is a person who rarely finds a need for a savior, they rarely find a need for a relationship with GOD.
                       REPEAT
The interior of humanity is in view here – meaning what a person truly desires and what they seek, can become the obstacle for not only spiritual growth…but salvation itself. 
/Greed and power lust are categories of evil which often go together and have several roots. They both stem from a strong desire to be in control and placed above others. The misunderstanding is that only wealthy people think like this, yet a large majority of those in the middle class and in poverty, have this very root of evil within them as well!\
No one is above greed, power lust or any type of lust pattern, the defining issue is what lies in the heart of an individual. 

/Religion is loaded with greedy people and those who seek approbation, many behind pulpits but also those in the congregations. There are constant evil gimmicks and money raising schemes from those in leadership. When supporting accurate teaching, should be done without gimmicks or manipulation. Just as legalistic people believe that the giving of money to the church is a means of future blessing, some do it for positions of control or attention as well.\ 

Let us close with this exchange between Jesus and a wealthy man;
/Luk 18:18 A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

His approach and exit both give us a clue that he was an Unbel and remained that way after this exchange.\
The approach was basically saying – I know you are a good teacher, but what do I need to do to enter heaven, teach me the method.
When Jesus Christ is the way - the truth and light into heaven. 
/Luk 18:19 But Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.

This was done on purpose, Jesus knew who HE was dealing with. It will be exposed in a few moments of simple teaching.\ 
This was a man of respect in the Jewish community and probably a leader or the son of leader of the Sanhedrin.
More than likely politically connected to leadership in that community. 
Luk 18:20 “You know the commandments, ‘DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT GIVE FALSE TESTIMONY, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.’”
/Luk 18:21 And he said, “All these things I have kept since my youth.”

Jesus just exposed him as a legalistic, wealthy leader and did so with no malice or rudeness – it was simple and open.\ 
His reputation was already known by Jesus and those surrounding Jesus. 
Now we see he had a heart that relied upon religion and ritual for righteousness, as well as his own financial or social status. 

/Luk 18:22 Now when Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

Jesus exposed the truth of this man’s heart in a few simple statements.\ 
The main issue was his heart, he had an arrogance related to religion and social status, that he relied upon for his own righteousness. 

Luk 18:23 But when he had heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely wealthy.
Notice how powerful the truth is and now we see Jesus address this young man with a harsh tone.

Luk 18:24 And Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!
/Luk 18:25 “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God!”

The statement is related to this man’s heart – not his wealth! In fact, Jesus uses a reference designed to shock and awaken people, not to focus upon social status or wealth.\ 

