Mat 43
True forgiveness opens the gates for peace in a Bel’s life.

Turn to Matthew chapter 5 verse 22.
/Mat 5:17-22 is rich with doctrinal content pointing to the Mosaic Law and the future Church Age covenant as well as a touch into the Millennium return of Jewish traditions (New Israeli Covenant). \

After the 7 yr. Tribulation period you will see a Baptism by fire so going into the 1000yr Reign of Christ on earth it will begin with all Bels in perfection. 
/The 10 Commandments will not be needed in His future reign because Christ brings perfect peace & justice with His presence on earth. The new generation born in that era will have a choice for Christ or remain unbelievers.\

Sadly after the 1000 years of perfection there will be an uprising of Unbels and Satan and his army are released one last time for the Gog revolution which is ended quickly…and the final judgement and eternity begins. (Rev 20)
As I have already taught in previous lessons about this portion of Matthew chapter 5, it speaks to the Mosaic Law and the future promise to Israel as well as the new covenant of the CA.

Ezk chapter 40 thru chapter 48 covers the return of the Jewish rituals and the new tabernacle for the 1000yr reign of TLJC. 
And yes… as you study the new covenant for Israel in the 2nd Advent of Christ, you see animal sacrifice as a way to look back upon the Cross of Christ as a reminder of our Lord’s sacrifice.
 Much like the Lord’s Supper, right now is a ritual to look back and a reminder about the Cross & the new covenant, and a look ahead at His eminent return. 

But let’s look at what the Lord is telling His apostles for that point in history which still falls under the age of Israel.
/Mat 5:23 “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
Notice the Lord is still advocating animal sacrifice because the Cross is yet to come!\
Mat 5:24 leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.
This principle goes hand in hand with what the Lord teaches in future lessons.

True forgiveness is the healing agent for all of life’s relationships…truthfully our relationship with God begins with an acknowledgment of our sins and failure and the forgiveness that comes from the Cross on Calvary. 

/Mat 18:15 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.
Forgiveness is not designed to be a public display nor is it something we demand of those who hurt us.\

If you need to reconcile with another person you pray about it first and make sure you are filled with the HS as you approach that person.
Also never demand forgiveness from anyone no matter how badly they have abused you…it will never be genuine if you shame people into forgiveness.

You should be able to stand your ground when you are treated wrong and in some cases seek legal action if damage or legal action is in order…again you need to be honest with yourself and seek guidance from God in all of this.
/Pro 25:9 Argue your case with your neighbor, and do not reveal the secret of another,
Whether you are the guilty or innocent party, forgiveness or recompense is not to become a topic of group discussion.\ 
Many marriages suffer because too many friends and family get in between the man and woman.
The husband and wife are told to cleave to one another meaning do not let others get in between you.

A simple mistake or accident turns into front page news within the circle of family & friends because it is taken out of context and too many opinions and people get involved. 
Turn to 1Cor chapter 11.

In fact it is sometimes the innocent or not so innocent advice of friends…family and even counselors, that brings more conflict into a troubled marriage. 
And gossiping about someone’s failure or the fact that they are seeking forgiveness brings more trouble to all parties involved. There is a doctrine of privacy and respect all Bels should adhere too. 

No matter what has happened and how badly a situation is handled… do not lash out and seek revenge …do not add more fire to a situation that is often times already over heated.
/Rom 12:17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.\
This principle is important to understand there are some people and some situations in our life when it is best to leave it alone and not continue to pursue forgiveness.

That is between you & God… but whenever the opportunity is in front of you and God the HS is working within you… try and seek forgiveness for those you have harmed.
And a SM Bel is always ready for reconciliation, accepting forgiveness is part of our spiritual walk. 
Sometimes we get so caught up in proving who is right and going after those who have wronged us, when the true Christian way would be to just give it over to God.
As the Apostle Paul mentions in 1Cor 6 why not just be the one who accepts the wrong and move on.
If you need to make amends to your fellow Bel… pray about it and follow through if the timing is right and you know it is what God is pushing you to do.
Look at what Paul was teaching concerning the Lord’s Supper and the serious nature of forgiving and cleansing ourselves of sins prior to such an important fellowship ritual like this. 
Look at 1Cor 11 
/1Cor 11:28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly.\
1Cor 11:30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.
This does speak to our fellowship supper with God concerning the remembrance of our Lord’s last supper…never partake of that if you still have unconfessed sin in your life.

One of the main areas Bels suffer a lack of fellowship with God has do with forgiveness.
/Mat 6:15 “But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.\
Turn to the book of James.
This principle of unconfessed sin and our own lack of forgiveness of others hinders our spiritual walk in more ways than we realize. 
Look at James chapter 5

The book of James has an overview of walking in the PPOG…it is what faith should bring out in a Bels life. It is not a book of legalism as some teach it.
At this point James is addressing the Jews, but there is obviously a lesson to be taught to all Bels within these scriptures.

The issue of wealth without a relationship with God is how chapter 5 begins …it is a lesson that says you can not buy spirituality.
It was also a warning to those with authority & wealth not to use legal action on the poor and that the wealthy Unbels be warned not to attack the Bels or disrespect them. 
It goes on to teach how we as Bels and Christian groups & churches should interact with one another. 

Look at verse 9…this is solid doctrinal advice for Bels.
/Jam 5:9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.\
10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
Jam 5:11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
Jam 5:12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.  (When you make a commitment stand by it!) 13 Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises.
Jam 5:14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.
/Jam 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
This is speaking to the issue of strife within a church.\
This is not a license to speak about one another’s sins…this is written in a singular instance in the Greek…meaning when someone within the church has hurt another Bel or done something wrong against the church they should reconcile it and clear the air. 

ELABORATE    about not telling everyone your sins.
The unity within a group of Bels is so very important to stay strong…not get caught up in petty arguments or law suits and gossip against each other.
It is all designed by Satan to break up the unity in a church.
Look back at Mat 5:24
/ Mat 5:24 leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.
The shadow of this OT ritual is the reality we need to live in today.\
You can’t walk in the new nature and have fellowship with God when we have anger and bitterness toward people in our heart.
Turn to Mark chapter 12

The unconditional, impersonal love that only comes from our relationship with God is needed for true forgiveness.
/1Joh 2:10 The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.
Gal 5:14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”\

Mar 12:28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?” 
Notice what the main concern is of the legalistic Jewish leadership.
Mar 12:29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THELORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’
/Mar 12:31 “The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”\
Mar 12:32 The scribe said to Him, “Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that HE IS ONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE BESIDESHIM; 33 AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE HEART AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE ONE’S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
Mar 12:34 When Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that, no one would venture to ask Him any more questions.
TLJC is telling this Jewish Scribe…yes you get it! You are on the road to heaven. 
If you simply believe in Christ as the only savior & God… you then can open your eyes up to what the spiritual life is all about. Not rituals and looking good on the surface.
Let me finish with a few important points on forgiveness.
/The world has a pseudo forgiveness that has no lasting value, it is based upon works (flesh);  Meaning, what have you done or what will you do to make amends for the mistakes.\

God’s forgiveness does not recognize the past mistakes once it has been dealt with properly. 
/Psa 103:12 As far as the east is from
the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
Once we seek forgiveness from God it is wiped clean.\
It is nothing we work for nor is it something we have to prove to others or worry that it will be brought back up again. 

Someone listening to my voice right now may need to fully understand forgiveness and true Godly forgiveness. 
/When a Bel is walking in the New Nature they should be slow to anger & quick to forgive. The forgiveness that is recognized by God is the one which does not demand continued words & payment.\
If you are constantly reminded about your mistakes and failures the one reminding you has not truly forgiven you.
REPEAT!!!
/Mat 18:21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
God does not put a limit on forgiveness! \
ELABORATE

/Forgiving someone does not mean you have to remain in close proximity of that person, in some cases that is much too difficult. Forgiving means you seek no payment nor do you wish evil upon that person.\
Godly forgiveness which is only fueled by Godly love is impersonal… void of emotional nonsense and it is unconditional.
This is how you can love your enemies because you can love them from a distance if need be. 

You love them and forgive them not because of what is in them…but who and what is in you! 
You do it because you are in union with TLJC .
/At times we remove ourselves from Bels who are bitter and angry or hypersensitive because it is a constant state of strife or drama that they bring to the relationship. You love them from a distance.\
This is between you & God. Sometimes we need to simply step away from people and situations and pray for them and let it go…give it over to God and don’t look back.
And there are those people who use the word SORRY as a band-aide to continually fix the same mistakes over and over.
They are often the ones we need to pray for, tell them we wish them the best but separate from them so our own spiritual walk is not eroded.
These are decision you make between you and God… but they are done with Godly love and forgiveness. 
/Realize that the residual pain or anger from past hurts needs to be washed cleaned through prayer & application of scripture. Until it is dealt with your fellowship with God is in a weaken state that is in dire need of spiritual healing.\ 
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