Mat 237
The Apostles advance toward the head of the class

I would like to welcome some folks –
Ed from Pennsylvania and from North Carolina - Joey & Misty who have recently started supporting the ministry.
Also, we have a sister in Christ who received a very serious diagnosis and we need to keep her in prayer – Beth from Missouri.
My friend Wendy has just gone through surgery and I would like prayers for her as well.

Let us pick it back up in Matthew chapter 16;
Mat 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Mat 16:17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
Mat 16:18 “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
Upon this doctrine of the Hypostatic Union of who I am – THE ROCK, that gives strength, protection and living water for eternity… TLJC is what this church will be built upon.

That is the accurate statement told to not only Peter - but all the Apostles.
Mat 16:19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”
Future tense, meaning they are going to be put in a position of very unique power and authority in the near future.

The statement of being bound in heaven or earth speaks to the Apostle having the gift of teaching and evangelizing while completing the canon of scripture – because it will be a life saving ministry that they embark upon.

It is written in a future tense with a Greek 3rd class condition in the term - whatever you bind. Speaking to the possibility of salvation for all those who hear what these men teach and follow what these men will write about.

It means people will have the choice and maybe they will be born again and saved, or they will reject the ministry of the Apostles. 
Either way the Apostles are now given greater authority then anyone else at this historic point and divine power is going to be handed to them to continue the mission after TLJC goes to the cross.
                          REPEAT
/Mat 16:20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Christ.
This seems like a contradiction but it is a precautionary measure due to the escalation of the ministry and the presence of more negative attention on all of them.\
TLJC was at a point now where HE knew the final lap of HIS race before the cross was on the horizon.
Great leadership always takes into account those under their authority and does its best to keep them safe and focused on the goal or the mission at hand.

TLJC would sometimes tell HIS followers not to mention a certain miracle or healing or in this case for them to keep it under wraps that HE is most definitely the Messiah – because HE knew a certain region or group of outsiders presented a clear and present danger.
 This warning of danger was not only for HIS followers, but for the mission – which was to get the cross unimpeded. 

/What many Unbels point too, out of bold arrogance is that Jesus in His earthly ministry, spoke in contradiction from time to time – that is a lie. Everything the Lord said or did had deep, divine purpose. His leadership role was not a simple spiritual leader of a band of rebels & misfits but the Messiah and savior of the world. God the Father’s plan, prophecy, the disciple’s safety and His own fragile humanity were always on His mind.\
These men were now developing as leaders but not yet fully indoctrinated into what apostleship really meant. 

In other words, you don’t take the cake out of the oven too soon… because it isn’t fully baked yet.
Now Jesus is about to foretell His own death; 
/Mat 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.\
Go to Isaiah chapter 53 with me RF.
This is a lot to take in for them but the pivotally point that they are now fully digesting the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union and their role in the future is clear after this intimate talk about – who do they believe Jesus to be - in Matthew chapter 16.
Verse 21 is written in the Greek present tense that means this would be ongoing until HE reaches the cross, which is about a year from this point. 

Remember repetition is one of the main ingredients to learning.
This same historic speech is covered in the gospel of Mark chapter 8 and Luke chapter 9.

TLJC - MUST suffer these things, this is the will of God the Father.
More importantly it is the divine justice system that can not be denied. 

Let us look at the suffering servant the unique God-man Jesus Christ;
Isa 53:1 Who has believed our message?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
This was a prophecy written 600 years before the cross and details the most accurate depiction of what TLJC faced concerning HIS humanity.
/Isa 53:2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.\

TLJC in His humanity would be an average looking Jew, meaning HE did not stand out with blue eyes and blonde hair because HE was born and raised in a region of the Middle East where that is an uncommon appearance.
He was not ugly or awkward looking.
That means HE would have not had pale skin, blue eyes and blonde hair because that child would have attracted extreme attention. 
/Isa 53:2 – the tender shoot is a reference to fragile humanity. The parched ground – means an area that is no longer fruitful because religion and lies had infiltrated the land. That is why the legalistic crowd was seeking a majestic tree not a fragile shoot to become their Messiah.\ 

Religion was the order of the day when the TLJC was born into His earthly ministry.
Isa 53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
We are now painting a picture of the 1st Advent which means Christ comes in an unusual fashion -the Hypostatic Union is in view here, yet the majority of the Scribes and Pharisees never saw this coming. 
The Apostles as we note in Matthew chapter 16 are now getting the picture, they grasp this concept of Isaiah chapter 53 more so than the Jewish scholars. 

/Isa 53:3 – describes the humanity and sorrow of someone who is rejected and ridiculed – this does not fit the description of royalty the Jews wanted.
like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. He would not be recognized as a respected King in His first advent.\

They were seeking the crown before the cross as many pastors teach the principle – they had their own concept and expectations of the Messiah.

That is why in just a few chapters up from here in Isa 55 it tells us God’s ways are higher than man’s ways – HIS thoughts are above our thoughts.

/Isa 53:4 Surely our griefs (choliy) He Himself bore, And our sorrows (mak'ob) He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.
He came to lift and then carry our burdens, pain, sickness or weakness away.\

HOY-LAY (griefs) - comes from a root word that means to wear something and it points to sickness, weakness & sorrow.
MAC-OVE (sorrows) – mental and physical pain and grief, of the body and mind meaning anxiety or fear as well.

Smitten is the Hebrew verb- NAH-HA which means to be beaten and struck repeatedly. 
This verse tells us TLJC came to carry all our sickness, human flaws and weakness and grief, mental and physical pains.
 HE will wear them and carry them for us. And that HE would be physically struck down and beaten as part of the plan of God the Father and we would not fully understand the depth of HIS pain.          REPEAT     ELABORATE
/Isa 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.
The doctrine of reconciliation – Jesus Christ stood in our place.\
He reconciled the legal issue we had that separates us from GOD!

TLJC was pierced through in HIS hands and feet and even stabbed in the side at the end of HIS crucifixion. 
This is very descriptive in the original language it is like saying HIS whole body was an open sore, like one big bruise.
The description here with words like crushed, chastened and scourged in the original context is a violent display of torture.
/Transgression points to the violation of divine law & iniquity points to our failure to measure up to the standard of divine righteousness needed to justify ourselves in front of God. It is a hopeless & helpless situation we are in.\
Therefore, we need a savior, we need a way to have divine righteousness given to us to stand up in the heavenly realm. 

We need to have the OSN dealt with properly in the divine courtroom of heaven and we can not get anywhere near a perfect and righteous God in our flesh.
That is why it says we are healed by HIS work, by His body being crushed & scourged we receive the benefit. 
/Isa 53:5 – we are healed (rapha') this was a medical term for what a doctor can do to fix a wounded person, to mend them and bring them back to life or greater health.\

RAFF-AH – We are brought back from the dead and entered into a new healthy life by what TLJC accomplished on that cross. 
Isa 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

OF US ALL-  means what TLJC did on that cross covers every human being ever born, the work was complete for anyone who chooses to believe in Jesus Christ.

Maybe today is the alter call for you to finally recognize that?
/Isa 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 
Oppressed – points to the verbal assault of lies leveled against HIM. 
Afflicted – points to the injustice of the 6 crooked trials they rushed through to convict HIM.\
The trials were all done in a rushed fashion and several of them were not handled properly by Jewish tradition. 
Yet HE did not open HIS mouth and disagree or make a case for Himself. 

The innocent lamb was led to slaughter without a cry or an angry word. 

Isa 53:8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due?
TLJC was railroaded by two governing bodies the Jews and the Romans.
/Isa 53:8 - To whom the stroke (nega`) was due;
This Hebrew noun was used for a permanent scar or a disease such as the infection of leprosy which left permanent scars. A wound that leaves a life long mark.\
NEE-GAH – this is why many scholars believe TLJC is the only one in heaven with any scars and marks on HIS face & body…this scripture coupled with two or three others tell us Jesus Christ will have the only deformity in the heavenly realm.
Isa 53:9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.
The two thieves on the cross are highlighted here for when the Lord was dying and getting ready for the burial, He was with the (wicked) criminals. 
The rich man in HIS death…this is a reference to our Lord’s burial in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. 
Again, there is the reminder of the two deaths of TLJC – spiritual and physical. 

Think about the accuracy of prophecy and how people will still question the Bible – blind arrognace.
/Isa 53:10 But the LORD was pleased
To crush Him, putting Him to grief;
If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring,
He will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.\
This speaks to the design and protocol for payment of sin in the plan of God the Father.
God’s plans are always deeper and greater than what mankind views on the surface.
/In the death of Jesus Christ, sin is dealt with once and for all mankind. The angelic conflict and rebellion were ended at that cross. Victory is complete, God welcomes in a Royal Family (offspring) and all prophecy comes to its zenith at that point as well.\ 

God always wins in the end it doesn’t matter what any person or fallen angel attempts to do to stop it or change the outcome – God is always the victor in the end! 
Isa 53:11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied;
By His knowledge the Righteous One,
My Servant, will justify the many,
As He will bear their iniquities.
The doctrine of propitiation is right there – God is completely satisfied… HIS divine justice system is fulfilled. 

All Bels are justified by the work of TLJC, we need only cling to that – believe upon that and the (positional) justification goal is achieved.
/Isa 53:12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.\
The portion speaks to our union with Christ – God the Father allotted God the Son - Jesus Christ, to gather unto Himself the human race who believe upon Him. 

And in the generosity of TLJC HE gives the Bels blessings and rewards in the eternal state… HE divides up the booty!
Christ poured out his soul onto death - meaning, the doctrine of expiation (atonement), this refers to the spiritual death, not physical death of Christ. We see atonement and redemption and all the salvation doctrines linked to that Cross at Calvary highlighted here In Isaiah chapter 53.
                           REPEAT
Turn back into the NT – Luke chapter 24.

/The OT was laced with prophetic scriptures and stories that all paint a picture of not only the coming Messiah but the uniqueness of who HE is and what HE will be. The Levitical priests, the Tabernacle, the Ark of the Covenant, Noah’s ark, the Shekinah glory, prophets and prophecy…very extensive list that describe TLJC and even hints about the Hypostatic Union yet HE still was rejected by HIS own.\
This is because arrogance blinds us – we see what we want to see and our human imagination and expectations often leave us confused when God is right in front of us.

It is only when we are fully engulfed in the Lord and we release human expectations and limitations that we can move to the front of the class concerning BD. 

The Apostles were given a reminder of what TLJC had told them would happen at the third day after HIS crucifixion – this was after repeated teaching on HIS death, burial and resurrection;
Luk 24:2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,
Luk 24:3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.
/Luk 24:4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing;
After 3 years of teaching from the Lord they needed angels to shake them awake and remember the doctrine.\
Luk 24:5 and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living One among the dead?
Luk 24:6 “He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee,
Luk 24:7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” 28 And they remembered His words,
Never beat yourself up over what you did or did not learn concerning the word of God just realize it is a journey and you have to approach it as a daily exercise.

It is a relationship and no one gets to be intimate with someone in a few short months…it takes years to get to know someone intimately. 

/The Apostle were now starting to hit a stride of spiritual momentum which all Bels can achieve. At this point BD begins to enlighten at a higher level, your questions slowly start to have answers. Your doubt is dwindling and your norms and standards begin to peel away from cosmic reliance and develop spiritual foundations that will not be easily shaken.\ 
There will even be times of epiphanies’ that the light bulb will just pop on and spiritually things begin to have clarity that are staggering and will take your breath away.

Other times it will be gradual in its movement but it will happen if we are serious with our relationship with the Lord. 
