Mat #68
Godliness
Mat 7:18 “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.
Mat 7:19 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
Mat 7:20 “So then, you will know them by their fruits.
/Mat 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.\
Mat 7:22“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’
Mat 7:23“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’

These are deeper principles to warn the crowd that has now gathered that salvation is through Him alone…certainly this was put out there for men like Judas Iscariot who really didn’t believe in our Lord.
Verses 21-23 —is the judgement of false teachers we began noting last lesson but it is also an indictment upon the Unbels who were now listening to the Sermon on the Mount. 
            
/Verse 21 — “Not everyone that says to me, Lord, Lord.” This “Lord, Lord” is referenced in a future tense of eternity. Kyrios, Kyrios (deity, supreme one) showing they finally come to recognize Jesus is GOD as everyone will at that point…and it is too late.\
Turn to 1John chapter 3.
It is the religious leaders and false teachers who stand before the judgement and the first thing they do is what all legalistic people will do, call out to Jesus Christ “Lord.” 
Lord is the Greek word kurious and the word for deity, GOD. They don’t do it in time when it counts for something!

Unfortunate but that is what happens to Unbels at the final judgment and most certainly it will happen to many so-called church leaders…and many denominational groups fall under this category as well.
And what do you think the will or commandment of God the Father is?

1Jo 3:21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;
1Jo 3:22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.
/1Jo 3:23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.\
1Jo 3:24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

Notice there isn’t a mention of water baptism or speaking in tongues or joining a church, not even changing your bad habits?  JUST BELIEVE!
Then use the power of the HS.  
REPEAT!

That’s it…the rest will take care of itself if we are serious and committed to this new relationship. 

/ Mat 7:22“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’\
On that day is a specific time in the future.

/Christ is preparing future church leaders and Christians who will ignite a whole generation after He ascends back to heaven. Preparing them for the onslaught of false teachers & doctrines of demons.\
TLJC knew Satan would latch onto religion and begin to counterfeit Christianity. 
The reality is there are some…not just Judas Iscariot there at that time,
 but probably a few others who will either reject Him or attempt to profit off His name at some later date. Spinning off into new church movements and belief systems.
Many will even use the name Jesus Christ to perform miracles and healings much like our own day and age today! But they are not true believers. 

/Mat 7:21-23  illuminates the fact that God has allowed fallen angels a certain level of power right now in time to perform miracles & healings. It is also a deeper look at the judgment that will be the painful truth for many people & false religions.\
Turn to 1Timothey chapter 4 with me.

Because as we look at these scriptures in Matthew chapter 7 it is impossible not to look at what the church has turned into today… what certain denominations and pseudo spiritual systems have developed into since the time of TLJC.

Remember I told you the Gnostics were men of great wisdom and culture who developed systems of adding too or taking from the word of God.

They were deeply into the science and philosophy teaching of that day…mysticism & dark arts and they believed it was deeper wisdom and worldly knowledge that truly saved mankind and gave us the power to overcome all our weakness and failure.

Many did not accept Jesus Christ as savior only as a prophet…and most of them refused to believe in His resurrection. 
Not very different then what we have today in varying forms and shapes within our culture and the religious maze of beliefs and denominations. 
That’s why our Lord said;
/Mat 7:23“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’(anomia)
Violation of laws, unrestrained wickedness. \      ANN-NO-ME-AH
NOTHING TO DO WITH MOSIAC LAW!
As I have taught before the Mosaic Law is not always in view in the NT when we see the word law… commands or lawlessness. 

This is a lifestyle that is opposed to the plan of God…someone who will not accept the truth of the word of God.

Look what the Apostle Paul was teaching his prized student…  Timothy.
/1Ti 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,\

Paul is stating a definitive fact for the future of Christianity. 
1Ti 4:2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,
Now pay attention to verse 3…
1Ti 4:3 men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.    REPEAT
Don’t judge just evaluate and think about that scripture.
We have denominations and religious guidelines that follow this nonsense today. It is considered a doctrine of demons. 
Now look what Paul says concerning abstaining from certain foods or drinks.
1Ti 4:4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude;
1Ti 4:5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.
/1Ti 4:6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.
Entrephō- educated and feeding the mind, make healthy or to form.\    
IN-THREF-OH
Greek verb that really has more to do with a healthy mind but also used to fattening up the body for strength. 

1Ti 4:7 But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;

1Ti 4:8 for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.
1Ti 4:9 It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.
1Ti 4:10 For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.
The doctrines of demons are developed by Satan and his fallen army…but are perpetrated by human beings.
These human agents might be classified as the apostles of apostasy.
They exist in every category of the human race, from the highest to the lowest walks of life. 
/Politicians, followed very closely by religious leaders, generals, admirals, judges, educationalists, psychologists, students, rabble-rousers, can all be apostles of apostasy and have been in our history.  Col. R.B Thieme Jr.\

They all have one thing in common when they are in this category, they are under the influence of evil, they are under the policy of Satan. You are either in the plan of God and operating from a divine viewpoint…or under the plan of Satan and operating in a satanic viewpoint!

/1Ti 4:7 But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;(eusebeia)\

The fables in view here come from the Greek word…mythos (MOO-THUS) where we get the word mythology from. It means a story or a narrative that is made up but is usually very interesting and enticing to believe or follow.

We need to have the discipline to stay in the plan of God and ignore the lies and false doctrine. 
And there is that word USE-AH-BY-AH that many people get confused and worried about…godliness.
/The counterfeit doctrines and false teaching are very attractive and often tickle our emotions. The Bel who lacks understanding of the truth can become a sucker for these satanic systems.\

We need to not feel overwhelmed when we see a term like godliness because once we understand it and learn to apply it …then it no longer confuses us but works in our favor. There are actually two forms of the word from the original Greek language. Both have similar meanings depending upon how we apply them.
/Eusebeia- encompasses the respect and awe we have for God, but the application is when we are filled with the Holy Spirit and applying BD. Godliness is when we are walking inside the plan of God.\  READ THE SLIDE!!!   REPEAT

We will close with a few important principles on Godliness. It does point to a level of SM…but not the deepest level of maturity, the aspect of being a Job or an Abraham.
/Godliness is a relationship with Christ that goes beyond common knowledge and deeper into intimacy. It is understanding and applying the filling power of God the Holy Spirit consistently.\
The new Bel may struggle with understanding and living a godly life but it can come quickly if they get serious with their relationship with God.

/(1Tim 2:1-3) Godliness is understanding a divine chain of command in life, therefore applying authority principles in your daily life. This means discipline within your lifestyle.\

You respect authority because of your love for God…and you put TLJC at the head of the authority list.

This means we make BD a priority in our lives if we want to live a godly life.
/Titus 1:1  Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,
Bible Doctrine is the key to truth which gives knowledge and that leads to wisdom. Living in that is godliness!\
Remembering that knowledge is only gained by exposing oneself to truth consistently…eventually it will become wisdom which is living godly.
/2Pe 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.\

Two other principles have to become a part of the Bels life so they can live a consistent life of godliness.

/Grace & love (agapē) have to become part of the life of the Bel who gains maturity and begins to live in eusebeia. Grace means they understand they didn’t earn or deserve the divine gifts they have received therefore they treat self and others in grace.\

And that AGAPE love is impersonal and unconditional and both grace and love need to be powered by BD and the filling of the HS.
Last but not least;
/Godliness is NOT sinless perfection and it is not a guarantee that you remain in maturity for the duration of your life here on earth. It is fluid, you may have periods of failure or doubt but they will not be the dominate periods in your life.\   REPEAT   ELABORATE
DAVID…ABRAHAM…PAUL…PETER all had failure!
Another words your lifestyle will have points where it will reflect the life of Christ in the areas of love and compassion for others …a serious relationship with the word of God, understanding that the battle we fight is not flesh and blood but a spiritual warfare.
[bookmark: _GoBack]You will be someone with solid doctrinal insight…a mind that reflects the mind of Christ … BIBLE!

 

