2Thess #5
Never forget the power and simplicity of God’s grace.

Please keep Israel in prayer as well as Luke and Pam, who we have prayed for recently.

 I want to put a cap on this grace series not because it isn’t important, or that I am completely finished with the grace principles.

/The fact is God’s grace is visible and active each and every day! In the air you breath and the fact that you are given an opportunity for another day under HIS sky, under His sun and under HIS heavens. Every pastor, church and Christian should fully understand the power and working of God’s grace. It needs to be woven into our grateful prayers, our Bible study and interactions with one another daily.\

God’s grace plan is never more than a thought away from the true Christian. God’s grace plan is never more than a sentence away in the pastor-teachers’ message…so therefore, you are never done with understanding and appreciating God’s grace.  
There are simply times in our walk where we need to fully succumb to its awesome power and fall into the arms of HIS grace once again.
Let this message today remind us of the power and perfect plan of God that is abundant grace every day!
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. 17 “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but so that the world might be saved through Him.\
A study and reminder of God’s grace plan should bring great joy and peace for a Bel.
That plan was established millions or billions of years ago. There was no merit or human power involved in that plan…that was the Triune God giving a grace plan long before HE created us.

That is the gospel (Jhn 3:16-17)…really the bible in a nutshell. God gives and we simply accept and turn toward HIS power and HIS plan.

Grace from God is one of HIS greatest displays of love. Because it never interferes with free will and yet it accomplishes eternal glory and eternal security. 
And failure is never an issue, human power is never an issue, it all points back to the work of God. The person and work of TLJC.
/Rom 5:20 The Law came in so that the offense would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, so also grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.\

Under the laws and commands mankind fails miserably yet they are given a righteousness that has passed through the justice system of GOD. 
It is the purest and eternal righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
How could any flawed creature gather that righteousness and pass through the supreme courtroom of heaven on their own merits!?? 

/Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Realizing the truth of Jesus Christ and turning to the power and purity of God’s justice system takes no human distinction.\
God allowed a weak, fallen creature to have a moment of positive volition toward HIS plan and in that moment HE does the work to bring you in union with HIM forever. 

/Eph 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ;

His grace plan gave the truth of BD to a lost and dying world, after salvation God makes sure HIS word is available.\ 
Turn in the OT to Psalms 103 RF.

Let us close this series today, simply by looking at the grace of GOD so abundantly given to us…yet we never deserved it or could ever earn it!

There are a few things GOD cannot do and one of them is recreate another GOD like HIMSELF – the TRIUNE GOD is divinely unique!
There is no being pure enough and sinless or righteous enough to stand in HIS presence – therefore from HIS great love, mercy and grace, GOD gave us a piece of HIMSELF so we can live with HIM forever. 

/Heb 2:9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of His suffering death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.

God’s grace plan brought Jesus Christ into a position of human weakness and pain onto death for all of mankind. No matter whether they love GOD or hate HIM, the work was done! \
Grace is abundant throughout the Bible!

There is no greater plan that could have brought fallen mankind anything close to what Jesus Christ did becoming born of the virgin Mary and walking to that Cross.
/Psa 103:8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and
abounding in mercy.

God is a GOD of longsuffering and mercy, which is all part of the LOVE aspect of His grace.\
Psa 103:9 He will not always contend with us, Nor will He keep His anger forever.

/From the fall in the Garden into the 120 years offered for repentance before the flood. Into the 40 years of rebellion by the Exodus generation. Then into every call from the prophets of old onto a nation in open, and consistent rebellion, GOD continues to allow grace and mercy to be available for everyone. Into an age of corruption of the temple and its leaders in the NT, right up to the CROSS, God has always been there offering grace and mercy.\
There is never a time in Biblical history from Genesis into Revelation that we do not see grace and mercy follow mankind’s rebellions. 
Even within the future Tribulation period, God will ensure evangelism and eternal security are easily and readily available for those with positive volition.
 
/Psa 103:10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded
us according to our guilty deeds.

If God dealt with people according to sins, we all would burn in everlasting flames.\
Because sin is sin in the divine courtroom of heaven.
That is why a murderer, a thief or a violent criminal is only going to end up in the Lake of Fire - if they reject TLJC.  

God’s grace plan is so abundant even in our sins and failures before or after salvation, HE is always trying to draw us back toward HIM.

God always leaves the grace plan available for those who are willing to truly turn toward HIM.
/Psa 103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear (yārē') Him.

Those who submit to the power and justice of GOD – they succumb to the truth of GOD’s sovereignty.\ 
YAH-RAY, means a fear from a place of great respect, great awe or reverence. 
It is a Hebrew word used for fear but it does have different applications in how it is used.

We all should have a healthy fear for the Creator of the universe, it is the highest form of respect that GOD is pointing us toward.
What fool does not have the highest respect for one who created them? 
/Psa 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our wrongdoings from us.

The sins that separated us from HIM are removed at the Cross of Christ. We simply need to accept and adjust ourselves to this fact! \

In God’s grace plan - fallen mankind has the opportunity for eternal security to remove the sins that brought a barrier between themselves and GOD.
The human soul is making a decision at salvation that they cannot stand on their own righteousness, their own power, they recognize they fall short and only TLJC can save them.
There is an incredible awe of the power and work of God and the CROSS of Christ in that moment – a reverence that borders on fear. Because of the reality and depth of truth in that moment of realization.
 
Just as the drowning person knows they are facing certain death they are helpless, so they look to be rescued.

That is real salvation. In that moment all the issues of the OSN and eternity are resolved once and for all time.
After salvation we are given the grace gift of naming and citing any known sins, so as not to interrupt our temporal walk with GOD in time.
God does the work we reap all the benefit!
Psa 103:13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD
has compassion on those who fear Him.

Psa 103:14 For He Himself knows our form; He is mindful that we are nothing but dust.
God knows our weakness and human frailties and HE is always willing to wash away the past sins and failures.
Yet when we show no respect or reverence toward HIM – it is telling GOD we want to be independent from HIM and HIS grace plan.
Jump over to the NT – Romans chapter three.

/God’s grace plan encompasses not only salvation for a lost and dying world but everything beyond the salvation gate. HE recognizes we all fall short of HIS glory. Therefore HE laid out a perfect plan that we benefit from, if we simply choose to agree to adjust to HIS plan. The work is done for us, the plan taken care of by the FATHER, the work and payment for sins completed by the SON and the operational ministry of the SPIRIT to guide us.\
The Triune God takes care of the plan we agree and adjust to go along with the plan – that is what we are called to do.

/Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people,

Psa 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and glory;
He withholds no good thing from those who walk with integrity.\

The only true integrity is found in our union with TLJC – when we walk in the new nature we have divine integrity! 
/Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,\
There is no works or human IQ that can bring you closer to GOD – just as there was no human effort that could give you salvation.
It is all dependent upon GOD’s grace plan.
HE knows what you need…HE knew from eternity past that a divine union with TLJC would bring us by HIS side for all of eternity. 
Yet GOD never ignores the free will of mankind or angels.
/Rom 3:25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in God”s merciful restraint He let the sins previously committed go unpunished;, 

The sin issue had to get dealt with and the only way the sins of the whole world could be paid was by the spotless LAMB of GOD.\
Propitiation is the legal term for judicial satisfaction. 
Rom 3:26 for the demonstration, that is, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Faith is a non-meritorious action, that takes place in the soul structure. When you mentally turn toward the one true Lord of lord and King of kings, recognizing your power and your way is wrong and only in HIM is their salvation and righteousness. Our Triune God has the answers, we only make the problems.

/God’s grace plan recognized a fallen man or angel, because of free will and the allowance for freedom, would never walk in divine integrity. It is impossible, only GOD has pure integrity and pure truth because of HIS righteousness and justice is beyond imagination. Mankind can never achieve sinless perfection in a flawed body and a flawed system. We can become more Christ-like (temporal) by staying focused on the person and work of Jesus Christ.\ 
/Sin should never occupy your thoughts daily – you need to recognize it, keeping short accounts in it. Then isolate it - name and cite it and move forward. Keeping a watchful eye on people, environments and situations that tickle the OSN and avoid them! Your main focus should be on the two power options because that is what will help diminish the OSN in time.\
Your OSN will attempt to dominate the more you feed it and until you are face to face with LORD that is a reality.

God’s grace plan took all of this into account and gave us all - the working ministry of GOD the HS, and the WORD. God does not expect sinless perfection, HE does expect reverence and attention to HIS plan and HIS word.  

