Christmas 2024

This is the time of year we have chosen to celebrate the birth of Christ, now as many will tell you this is not the date of HIS birth. 
In fact there are pagan rituals and even evidence of influence from the Roman’s winter solstice celebration that may explain the date of Dec 25th .

I have researched and heard some evidence of a date closer to the beginning of September.

The issue is not about the date - just as too many Christians seek to argue over the English version of HIS name Jesus instead of Yahshua.

How about the fact that GOD looks at the heart and HE searches your soul – HE knows your motivation and your intent.

Why not simply embrace a celebration of our Lord’s birth? 
In the same manner, why not stop any petty arguments and aggressive tactics to present the gospel to family and friends this season.

Find comfort and peace in the truth and the fact that you are eternally blessed…eternally secure.

Stomping our feet and pounding our chest at every turn to have a false sense of vindication, that we are right and someone else is wrong – is not only childish, it is petty, which reeks of the flesh.

Put away any malice and strife, reflect the nature of Christ and offer the truth with a compassionate heart…with empathy and understanding.
When those around you kick against the truth simply let go and allow them to come to their own conclusion – that is not your ministry, it is the ministry of GOD the HS.
We are called to stand in the truth and speak the truth of Christ to a lost and dying world. That is it!

Why not enjoy the true beauty and miraculous wonder of the birth of the Savior of the universe. 
Celebrate HIS birth and truly appreciate what GOD accomplished for fallen man.
It is the most spectacular birth in human history. 
Within all four gospels we see an incredible panoramic view of TLJC. 
The Bible is written in such a fashion to give us many angles such as panoramic views, on TLJC and the plan of GOD - as well as prophecy. 

Matthew presents Jesus as the promised Messiah and the true KING which is seen in such OT scriptures as Isaiah 9:7.

Mark presents Jesus as the suffering servant of Isaiah chapter 53. 
Laying HIMSELF down for all of us.
John points directly to the SON of God, seeing the full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke which gives the greatest definition of the birth of our LORD, views Christ in HIS humanity as the true heir to the throne of David.
You can turn to Luke chapter two RF.

The birth of the LORD was proclaimed hundreds and even thousands of years in advance starting right in the garden in Genesis 3:15.

The prophecies are woven throughout the scriptures, most of them in plain sight.
No matter who bucks against the truth of the historical birth of GOD walking among us, their words are meaningless.
Because HE was born into humanity as the unique one of the universe - %100 man and still %100 GOD.
No petty argument or arrogant viewpoint, can ever change our Lord and Savior, and HIS physical birth – please rest in that RF.
/Isa 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

GOD is with us – HIS love was so great that HE took it upon HIMSELF to enter into the weakness of humanity and resolve the sin issue once and for all time.\
The Messiah could have been an angel. Or, the Messiah could have been God without humanity. But in reality, neither of those could have truly qualified the Messiah to be our Savior, King, Mediator and High Priest as Jesus is. 
It took an incredible uniqueness to fulfill every dot and tittle of prophecy.
The most challenging of all of this, was the humanity of Christ had the ability to fail and sin and yet JESUS never did!
/Isa 9:6 or to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

He added a human nature to His divine nature, in doing so HE became one person with two distinct natures, functioning together in perfect harmony.\
The doctrine of the Hypostatic UNION.
Christ the 2nd Adam was born perfect, just as the first Adam, born in perfection with no old sin nature, yet a free will – with an ability to sin.
Where the first Adam failed - the 2nd Adam succeeded beyond human comprehension. 

/Isa 11:1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

Born under the exact human lineage of the house of David. Both Mary and Joseph had blood-ties to the house of David.\
Even Joseph, as Jesus’s step-father was in the lineage of David.
The exact bloodline, during the perfect time from the right lineage, born in the exact spot prophesized about.

/Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

The LION from the tribe of Judah, born in Bethlehem – meaning the house of BREAD, the bread of life!.\ 
The only true King of kings and Lord of lords.
/Jer 23:5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.

Every other king in human history will pale in comparison, they all will bow a knee to the true King over every king.\

The most incredible birth in history! Backed up by so many facts and fulfilled prophecies, it is truly impossible to deny.
The very Bible left for all of us is said to not only be HIS mind, it is a personal love letter for those who come to believe upon HIM.
/Jhn 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The birth of Jesus Christ resolved the sin issue, it resolved the angelic rebellion, it gave us eternal life…a resurrected life! A power and peace beyond human imagination. HE gave us HIS very righteousness and HIS mind.\

The birth of TLJC is the one blessing and one miracle that resolves everything for all mankind. 
/Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the Law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

The birth of Christ gave us true freedom, HIS birth brought us into Divine Royality.\
WE who come to believe upon the person and work of Jesus Christ, have been pulled from the slave market of sin…bought with a price we could never pay.
We will never face eternal judgement.
Luk 2:4 Now Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,

Dr. Luke portrays a truly intimate and human picture of the birth of Jesus Christ – it is something we can relate too and at the same time remain in awe of.

This is the gospel that brings forth the humanity of Christ in a personal way. While still displaying the magnificence of GOD becoming flesh to walk among us and save all of us.
Luk 2:4 Now Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,
Luk 2:5 in order to register along with Mary, who was betrothed to him, and was pregnant.

Joseph a man of character and integrity protected his bride, even though her womb was now prepared for a birth of a child, a child he did not father, he protected and nurtured Mary.
The right man for the job – God’s perfect plan never fails. 
Luk 2:6 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
/Luk 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

The GOD of the universe was rejected even at birth. Yet HE never failed to continue in virtue love for all mankind.\
The one who created the stars and the moon…the one who gave life to every created creature and made the oceans come to life! The only savior, was wrapped in a dusty, blanket in a shelter designed for animals. 

Luk 2:8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock at night.
Luk 2:9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood near them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.

It is believed dozens of credible witnesses, shepherds and the men of the Magi, all were called upon to witness this new born baby.
/Luk 2:10 And so the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;

The call of the GOSPEL (good news) is for everyone who wants to accept it!\
The majority of these men were simple working folks. The Magi were actually very intelligent and men who lived on the fringe of society. They practiced science, medicine and even witchcraft, they all were considered worthy for the gospel of Christ.
The shepherds were probably Jewish men of lower or middle class. While many of the Magi were Gentiles, with education and some form of wealth or social status.

During the course of several days after the birth, there may well have been a hundred or more who came to see the baby savior in the manger. 
God used the very stars of the night sky to illuminate the birth place.
/Luk 2:11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

This is the reason for the season! Do not allow any petty disagreement, or family strife to distract you from the celebration, the joy and worship of our LORD.\
Luk 2:12 “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
The original language uses a term for a feeding trough, not just a manger for animals, but the feeding trough for cattle.
Many Biblical historians, believe it was a shelter for goats and lambs which was common for sheep herders to have on their property.  
Which means the innocent LAMB of God was born in and among the sheep and lambs.
Luk 2:13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army of angels praising God and saying,
Luk 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among people with whom He is pleased.”

The birth could have taken place anywhere on the road with Jospeh and Mary and yet it was in this exact location at this time.
/Luk 2:15 When the angels had departed from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem, then, and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

There were claims of an angelic presence and the super natural star above by dozens of witnesses!\
They all knew precisely where to travel to see the new born KING.

Luk 2:16 And they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.
Luk 2:17 When they had seen Him, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.
Historical witnesses and accounts were written not only by the apostles. 
But Dr. Luke himself, was considered a meticulous, researcher who spoke to witnesses everywhere he travelled. 

Luke may well have interviewed well over two hundred eye witnesses in his lifetime as he compiled his gospel and the book of Acts.
Luk 2:18 And all who heard it were amazed about the things which were told them by the shepherds.
Luk 2:19 But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.
/Luk 2:20 And the shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.

The birth of the unique one of the universe, the God-man, the King and Savior – Jesus Christ! The one born to die for the sins of the whole world.\ 
Celebrate the birth of our King, rejoice over the birth of the savior. Be glad to know HE came to save us all from everlasting misery – HE was born to suffer so we do not have to.
/Luke 1:14:"And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth"

2Cor 9:15 "Thank God for his gift that words can’t describe!"\

We lack for nothing Royal Family.
/The greatest gift was already given to all of us over 2000 years ago;
Jhn 1:29 "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"

Jhn 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."\

/Have a blessed Christmas! Remember HIM and let not your heart be troubled, for the true KING was born and HE shall return very soon for HIS throne.
 Love & Blessings, In Christ,
                                 Pastor Rick Bettez \
