2Thess #1
Beware the counterfeit which appears like the authentic! 

We will do the Lord’s supper at the end of the message.
Please keep a young man named Luke, in prayer he is facing cancer at a very young age. Luke is related to the faithful ladies in Wyoming - Trista, Nancy and Tylee.
I believe he is the son of their aunt Donna, who is also dealing with cancer and her health is declining.
Those ladies have had their fair share of challenges in the past few years so please keep them in your prayers. 
As we open up 2Thessalonians chapter one let me give you the historical context.
After writing the first letter to the Bels at Thessalonica the Apostle Paul discovered that not only were there some false teachers in and around Thessalonica teaching contrary to the truth.
Now it is believed someone warned Paul that a teacher or a group of teachers, had a letter that they claimed was written by Apostle Paul himself. 
They were using that fake letter as a doorway into drawing some of the Bels at Thessalonica away from what the apostles were teaching.  
That is why the two letters to Thessalonica were only a few months apart – the first letter held some warnings and concerns in relation to false doctrines.
Once the Apostle Paul caught wind that a possible, counterfeit letter was being circulated in his name. He immediately took pen to paper for the second letter to this congregation.
At this time Paul is still in Corinth.
(350 miles away)

These letters were probably only about 3 months apart. 
/2Thes 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:\
2Th 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2Th 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.

Jump over to the book of Acts chapter 8 RF.
/The Apostle Paul only travelled and trusted men who he knew were under the authority of the WORD and respected his leadership. These men did not compete or compare, they knew their callings. Timothy was in training as a pastor-teacher, Silvanus (Silas) was highly respected and known as a prophet under the authority of the apostles.\

Both Timothy and Silvanus were mixed blood, Greek and Jewish backgrounds within their family tree. Silvanus was believed to be part of the discipleship under the apostles (Peter) and was probably present on the day of Pentecost in the upper room.
Again, some of these pieces of history get lost in translation but this man was respected from the city of Antioch and into Jerusalem he was well known and highly regarded. 
Remember, Dr. Luke wrote the book of Acts which is a historical account and overview of the early church. It is believed to cover about a 30 year span of establishing the early church. 

In chapter eight, this was a time right around the execution of Stephen the first deacon of the church. This was when Saul of Tarsus was on the warpath against Christians.
This man Philip who was travelling into Samaria and preaching the gospel of Christ. He was probably a deacon and not the Apostle Philip, there is some debate about this.
He also could have been one of the original 70 disciples the Lord sent out to evangelize with healing powers as seen in Luke chapter 10.
Also, more than likely, this Philip was a member of the original 120 Bels who were in the upper room on the day of Pentecost. 
Whether it is Philip the deacon or the Apostle Philip it doesn’t make much difference pertaining to the story.
Philip had healed the sick and even called demonic spirits out of Unbels.
In some theology this historic journey into Samaria is considered the day of Pentecost of the Gentiles, that would now open up for those outside the Jewish culture. 
The half-breed population of mixed Jews and Gentiles was the same region our LORD offered HIS grace and love to the woman at the well.

/Act 8:9 Now a man named Simon had had previously been practicing magic (mageuō) in the city and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great;

This is a highly respected man who practiced satanic arts and was able to merge that into a form of religion blended with sorcery. \ 
MAA-GOO, was often a loose term for dark arts and rituals that mixed science, astrology and Asian mysticism. It almost always had an element of satanic blend within it.
Another interesting historical fact is that this magician Simon, was connected to one of the early Gnostic groups that later infiltrated the congregations of the apostles, especially Pauls’ ministry.

He was involved with the Gnostics before his conversion, I don’t much after that. I taught on this magician about 4 years ago in a very similar message.

This Simon was part of an elite group highly respected from ancient times, called the MAGI. Originally they were mostly experts at math, science and astrology but they also dabbled in dark arts. A group of the MAGI showed up by following the stars when TLJC was born in the manger. 
This group would later branch off and parts of them became known as the Gnostics.
/Act 8:10 and all the people, from small to great, were paying attention to him, saying, “This man is the Power of God that is called Great.”

What Simon had was human appeal, intellect and demonic forces working on his side. He accepted the accolades and enforced the belief he was a man of GOD.\
This is a man who was elevated and made a good living as a respected religious figure in the city.
A counterfeit teacher and demonic worker and yet – he was called, a powerful man of GOD!
Simon was highly intelligent and respected.
His ministry was not a fly by night operation, he was a staple of leadership within the city
Act 8:11 And they were paying attention to him because for a long time he had astounded them with his magic arts.
This is very clear in the historical context and the way it is written, that this was a long-established ministry of evil in the heart of the city.
I would argue that today – in the year of LORD 2023, we have our fair share of Simon’s, who teach and perform a counterfeit Christianity! 
/2Co 11:14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.\

Act 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he was preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were being baptized.
/Act 8:13 Now even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was repeatedly amazed.

Anyone, even in the grips of evil can become born again and saved! The free will and positivity toward truth need to carry beyond just salvation to gain spiritual momentum. \
What Simon never lost in his free gift of salvation was a love for the emotional aspects of being a leader. 
The approbation lust that can cripple those under the spotlight.

Act 8:14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John,
Act 8:15 who came down and prayed for them that they would receive the Holy Spirit.
Many were given water baptism which even back then, in the early formation of the church, was nothing more then an agreement of identification with TLJC not salvation!
They were making public statements that they were part of this early church of Jesus Christ.
Act 8:16 (For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
/Act 8:17 Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.

This was an illustration that the Gentiles are also part of the family of God. This was designed for our benefit to witness a Pentecost for Gentiles.\
This sent a message and ripple across the landscape that the power of God the HS would now be an indwelling power given at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone.
The early formation of the church relied upon certain gifts and symbolism such as water baptism but it has always been faith alone in Christ for salvation. Keep in mind this is a powerful transition period into the NEW Church Age dispensation.

Many spiritual gifts, divine callings and symbolism were active for the foundation, before the completed canon of scripture.
Act 8:18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money,
This is telling us very clearly that even after salvation we need our free will to become positive and turn from our old ways and pull back from our old life.
/Act 8:19 saying, “Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

The Bel can never force GOD to give them spiritual gifts or callings! In fact, what they may be strong with in the flesh, may be a hinderance in the spiritual life.\
God will never elevate a person after salvation if they are not prepared and seriously walking toward a relationship with HIM.
Act 8:20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could acquire the gift of God with money!
/Act 8:21“You have no part or share in this matter, for your heart is not right before God.

His thoughts and desires within the flesh (soul) were still very strong and that made Simon useless in the plan of GOD.\
Act 8:22 “Therefore, repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart will be forgiven you.
Simon had salvation with no BD resident in his soul and his desire was to keep doing what he had been doing before salivation. 

/Act 8:23 “For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of unrighteousness.”

The poison of a bitter soul, this becomes a bondage of chain sinning (evil). Simon would need a long period of BD washing his soul clean.\
The moment of salvation will not guarantee your OSN is immediately diminished.
It is nailed to the cross for all of eternity because you have a new creation within your soul structure. 
Yet your temporal walk you have is still a challenge - that is spiritual warfare! 
 Weak areas of your soul - addictions and lust patterns and sensitive areas need GOD’s word to habitually wash over them to bring them under control. 
                      REPEAT
Act 8:24 But Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”
That is a problem for many people – Simon is seeking the apostles to problem solve for him.
He needs the humility to recognize the walk he has ahead of him and no one can simply come in and change your life around for you.
Personal responsibility is part of the Bels daily walk.

/Having a strong trend in the flesh does not always translate to strength in the spiritual sense. We can create a counterfeit lifestyle, opposed to the plan of God when we do not conform, in humility to the word and the power of the Holy Spirit. God is not concerned with human I.Q. or human power; HE seeks a heart of humility that is desiring a relationship with HIM! \

We will get ready to close with the LORD’s Supper, let me just finish with this statement.
/Be careful accepting the teaching or ministry of anyone without strong guidance from the WORD and the Holy Spirit. Emotions, popularity and sparkling personalities as well as human intellect often conceal a counterfeit from Satan. College degrees, large buildings, energetic crowds and denominations do not make a pastor-teacher, GOD is the deciding factor in every ministry.\ 
TLJC went to the cross for the sins of the whole world.
Do not allow the lies and counterfeits of Satan to draw you into a life that has no value in the plan of GOD.

The person and work of Jesus Christ have secured a life for you that is beyond anything this lost and dying world can offer you.
Even a man like Simon who practiced witchcraft and was led by Satan most of his life, was given the gift of eternal life.
Jesus Christ died for everyone, your past does not matter - your current situation does not matter. It all begins with accepting the grace gift of salvation…paid on that cross by TLJC.

No one earns or deserves what TLJC has done for all mankind. We can’t get out of the pit of sin, we can’t remove the OSN only Jesus Christ can.

Jesus Christ loves you so much HE died in place of you and wants to give you HIS own righteousness forever.
There are counterfeits but only one LORD and savior – the narrow gate into heaven came to the cross at Calvary for all of us.
Never forget the person and work of Jesus Christ - the unique GOD-man, the WORD of truth that became flesh for us. 
Let us bring our Lord Jesus Christ into remembrance.

On the night HE was betrayed – TLJC took the bread, broke it and gave thanks, saying this is my body take and eat.
Let us eat the bread. 
In the same manner – TLJC took the cup and lifted it up, giving thanks. HE said – this is MY blood…the blood of a new and everlasting covenant.
Each time you eat this bread and drink this cup you bring ME into remembrance until I return. 
Let us drink the cup……let us pray.
 AMEN
