2Thess 10
Jesus is dragged before the religious leaders.

Open back up today in John chapter 18. We will continue in our series on the 7 unjust trials of TLJC.

Thank you for the prayers for my niece Natasha, she had a big, healthy baby boy!

/The stage which was set when Jesus proclaimed - I AM, to the military men and Jewish leaders in front of HIM. Many fell backward and that same WORD from the mouth of Jesus Christ will lay waste to armies in the near future (Rev 19:15, 2Thes 2:8) showing us a shadow of what will come at 2nd Advent. The stage was also set for anyone who may have doubted Jesus was proclaiming to be GOD in the flesh.\

Jhn 18:10 Then Simon Peter, since he had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus.
There are many historians who claim Malchus would become a Bel involved in the early church of the Apostles.
This was a servant under the authority of the high priest Caiaphas. There were a handful of the leaders of the Sanhedrin believed to be there with their slaves. All fully armed and prepared for a physical confrontation. 
Jhn 18:11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, am I not to drink it?”
As I closed with last lesson God wants us to be able to defend ourselves, but we have to handle every situation according to HIS timing and HIS plan.
Peter allowed his own love and emotions for the LORD to cloud his judgment. 
This was a CUP for only Jesus Christ.
/Jhn 18:12 So the Roman cohort, the commander, and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him,

Jesus did not resist, with this force present they could have walked along with Jesus – the act of binding HIM was an act of intimidating the apostles.\
They wanted to humiliate Jesus and intimidate HIS followers.

Many times, when leadership is touched by evil and tyranny is developing, it will go above and beyond to try and send a message of fear to solidify its authority.
A confident leader or confident group who is standing in truth, need not extend their reign into violence and intimidation tactics.  
/Not only will corrupt leadership use intimidation tactics they also bend the rules and step outside established boundaries to achieve their goals. The protocol for this event would have been a daytime procedure with Roman and Jewish guards escorting Jesus into a questioning session in front of the Sanhedrin.\ 
Keeping this whole scene in context, it is the dead of night – possibly 1 or 2am in the night.

The Roman law was very well established and it called for a fair trial. Even the laws of the Jewish government called for a hearing and several witnesses, before any decision or punishment was handed out.
/Jhn 18:13 and brought Him to Annas first; for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.

Annas would have been living on one end of the temple palace (living quarters) while Caiaphas lived on the other.\
History records that Annas had (4) sons who also held the seat of high priest and their father Annas remained the main figure head. This was a family embedded in the temple and embedded in politics and religion for decades. 
You are viewing a house of corruption.
A family and generations of corruption. 
/Jhn 18:14 Now Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was in their best interest for one man to die in behalf of the people.

(Jhn 11:49-53) The plot to put guilt upon Jesus and kill HIM, was already in the works for months in advance.\ 
This is an incredible story of spiritual testing and adversity that every Bel can draw from.
/The Bel who is truly facing spiritual testing and adversity from the devil’s world, will face a system or environment along with people who are corrupt and attacking with no just cause. It will seem as if the world is set against them because of their union with Christ. Not because they made a series of bad choices. \
The Bel must not become arrogant and assume everything is the devil’s world out to get them.
You must grow up and be able to differentiate what is a test or demonic adversity and what is a simple stumbling block you brought upon yourself. 
                              REPEAT
Jhn 18:15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,
The other apostle was John who was known by certain members of the Sanhedrin.  
Jhn 18:16 but Peter was standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter in.
John and his brother James were known because of the fishing business of their family. John and James came from a comfortable background because of a successful fishing business their father owned.

/Jhn 18:17 Then the slave woman who was the doorkeeper said to Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.”

John was known by some of the slaves and temple guards as not only a fishing business owner but a follower of Christ.\
Both John and Peter were trying to remain faithful to the LORD in a very difficult circumstance.
 Both displayed levels of bravery that often gets lost on the average Christian.

/There are those faithful friends that may attempt to help you during the time of testing. Yet the burden or attack may be so heavy they can not be expected to abandon their own fears or safety and remove the test from you. God expects us to stand as individual Bels and face the test or adversity and many times, that means alone. We are always guided and indwelt by the Trinity, the word is available it comes down to application and faith.\
Jhn 18:18 Now the slaves and the officers were standing there, having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they were warming themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing and warming himself.

Jhn 18:19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about His disciples, and about His teaching.
/Jhn 18:20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly (laleō parrēsia) to the world; I always taught in synagogues and in the temple area, where all the Jews congregate; and I said nothing in secret.

Jesus states, I spoke loudly and boldly and everything was out in the open. I taught at the places you taught at as well, nothing was hidden. \
LAY-LO  PARRA-SEE-A, means speech that is strong or loud, very clear and very confidently presented. 
This is divine boldness on display!

Jesus is still bound and being manhandled by a few of the temple police. He is very confident and fearless in this stance even though HE is physically compromised.
/The truth of who you are in Christ and the truth of the BD you use to walk in will be challenged by evil. Satan hates the truth of scripture accurately handled and then applied. We cannot wither under attacks; we must step up if we are boldly living in Christ. Step up and stand firm against evil.\
When the Bel truly knows they have done nothing to deserve the adversity or injustice they can rest assured it is a test or a growth opportunity.
Perhaps even a time when they can sit upon the witness stand in the angelic conflict. 

/Eph 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

The adversity we face is often a test or a growth opportunity. Perhaps, it is even a call to the witness stand. We either run from it or embrace it and stand firm! \
The big lie of the soft sell Christianity, is that you go along and get along and never make a strong stance. 
You never have to really undergo testing or hard adversity.
                                REPEAT
The complete opposite of the life of Jesus Christ.
/Jhn 18:21 “Why are you asking (erōtaō) Me? Ask those who have heard what I spoke to them. Look: these people know what I said.”

Why are you pressing this interrogation? Everyone around this illegal event knows exactly what I taught and what I said over and over again.\
AIR-AH-GATO, is used because it is an invasive, seeking or probing that could be called interrogation. 
It speaks to something much stronger than asking a simple question.

This is all very robust words, directed right at the most highly respected religious leader in the land.
Jhn 18:22 But when He said this, one of the officers, who was standing nearby, struck Jesus, saying, “Is that the way You answer the high priest?”
This was not a slap but it was the first punch in the face for Jesus Christ. 
This would be followed by repeated strikes leading up to the cross hours later. 

/Jhn 18:23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify (martyreō) of the wrong; but if rightly, why do you strike Me?”

Jesus is incredibly bold and uses a legal term concerning a document or statement from a legitimate witness. \
MART-OH-RAYO, this is a legal term for a witness statement a legal document or statement for a courtroom appearance. 

By todays’ standards - Jesus was standing in the living room of a retired judge and everyone involved knows there is nothing legal going on here. It is far from a legal court room; it is an innocent man bound and wrongly being held captive! 

Jhn 18:24 So Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
There are several points worth noting here.
/Annas had respect as a figure head but could hold no full authority without Caiaphas.
In no legal jurisdiction (Roman or Jewish) does an innocent man get interrogated without a witness or representation.
Night time was never approved of in any law (Roman or Jewish) to hold a trial.\

/This was a holiday (Passover) which was never a time for legal trials or any legal actions – this was illegal!
Any legal trial (Roman or Jewish) had a set standard of both sides having representation. Sentencing happened the next day after all evidence and witnesses had been seen.
A verdict had to be decided after a case – this was a decision and death sentence months before Jesus was arrested.\

Every Bel should pay attention to this.
This is a system test beyond anything most of us will ever face, but we will face these types of tests.
/Evidence Testing, people testing, system testing, thought testing – are among the tests and growth opportunities all Bels face at different points in their spiritual walk. These tests come and go whether we fail or pass them. Failure is a guarantee more in the same vein will arrive. Success gives the Bel a strength of faith and a roadmap for future tests and adversity.\

The funny truth of this is that whether you are a Bel or Unbel…a winner or loser Bel, adversity, challenges and tests are going to find their way onto your doorstep.
You might as well be a winner and forge forward to receive blessings, crowns and rewards.

Sometimes you can become strong enough and spiritually mature enough that you will be there to truly rescue others who are failing miserably. 
/Pro 24:10 If you show yourself lacking courage on the day of distress,
Your strength is meager. 24 Rescue those who are being taken away to death, And those who are staggering to the slaughter, Oh hold them back!

You need to be mature enough to recognize when it is time to step up and rescue someone. Or step back and allow them their time of suffering for growth & blessing.\
This all comes down to stability of mind.

Where is your confidence anchored? 
/Isa 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts
in You. 4 “Trust in the LORD forever, For
in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.

The mind of Christ and our connection to the Trinity is the source of strength for endurance and victory.\

The fact is the 7 unjust trials of Jesus Christ do reflect some of the tests and injustice every Bel will face at some point. 
Bels who do not prepare and grow up spiritually are usually the ones who peel away from Christianity over the years.
They become frustrated under the disillusion of false expectations or false teaching - sometimes a mixture of both!

/1Pet 5:10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm,  strengthen, and establish you.\

This is the desire of God for HIS children yet it comes down to our free will our positive decisions toward BD make the difference.\



