2Thess #72
The differences between the Church and Israel.

Open up today in the NT – gospel of Matthew chapter 16 RF.

Today I want to show you the distinct differences between the current Church age we live in and the Nation of Israel, known in some circles of theology as the dispensation of Israel.

/God never proclaimed the Nation of Israel as HIS church. God called the dispensation of Israel HIS wife, or children and family in some scriptures, HIS people in other scripture. Israel was never called the body or bride of Christ, nor was Israel called to be IN CHRIST (indwelling). Israel had a bloodline of priests; they did not have an individual priesthood calling that we have in the CA.\

These are just a few of the names used and obvious differences. We are called the sheep under Christ our Good Shepherd. 

We are called the true vines from the BRANCH Jesus Christ. 
Look at Matthew 16:15 - We covered this statement in our last Bible Conference, but let us look at it again; 

/Mat 16:15 He said to them, “But who do you yourselves say that I am?”

The question is who do they believe HE truly is – that is the foundation of the church. \
Mat 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Mat 16:17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
/Mat 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter (petros), and upon this rock (petra) I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.

Peter is like all the apostles – a small chip or stone from the foundational ROCK Jesus Christ. Future tense – that is what the church will be built upon.\
Petra - speaks to the foundation of not only the church but the whole Christian way of life. The massive ledge or giant boulder is Christ. 
In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, “I will build my church ...” Since this is still future when He made the statement, future searching finds the Church beginning on the day of Pentecost, seen in Acts 2. 

The future tense Jesus used in reference to the church, is definitive proof there was no church prior to this historic point.
Jump over to Acts chapter one RF.

/The Church age interrupting the dispensation of Israel was shrouded in a mystery, so was the Rapture of the church. Between the cross of Jesus Christ and the completed canon of scripture many mysteries and questions were opened for all to see. Those Bels in the OT did not fully grasp the completed canon of scripture and all questions and mysteries which would unfold at its completion.\ 

Look what Dr. Luke wrote concerning what was unveiled after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
This was not even the completed canon of scripture yet… and at this point mysteries were opened up. 
/Act 1:3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of things regarding the kingdom of God.

The Greek present tense, tells us the 40 days was a time of consistent teaching which we now know revolved around mystery doctrine.\  
I covered this in the past – those 40 days were a crash course for the 11 apostles on what the Apostle Paul would later become the expert on. 

When our resurrected LORD was not appearing to crowds, HE was spending many intimate hours teaching the apostles.  
Act 1:4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me;
/Act 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

Baptism of the Holy Spirit is very unique for the Church Age. HS power in the OT was specific for certain Bels at certain points of time.\
The formation of the body of Christ began at the day of Pentecost which was not seen before in any other dispensation. 
Act 1:6 So, when they had come together, they began asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time that You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

The amount of doctrine they received during TLJC resurrection ministry took several years for it to fully sink in. 

At this point they had not received the filling power of the HS. 
Some of the eschatology and mysteries Jesus spoke of left them concerned about times and dates. 
/Act 1:7 But He said to them, “It is not for you to know periods of time  (chronos) or  appointed times (kairos) which the Father has set by His own authority;

Chronological time table set by God. Epoch or dispensation is a measured age or period with a definitive beginning and ending.\
The original language has it written as times – CHRON-US and Epochs – which is KI-EYE-ROSS, dispensations. 
Jesus was not using the same word twice as in - time and times. We get our word chronological from this word CHRON-US and KI-EYE-ROSS speaks to dispensations. 

TLJC is telling them chronological events designed in eternity past will happen in specific order and then a new dispensation will occur.
/Act 1:8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and as far as the remotest part of the earth.”

Future tense, the HS will give them all power and insight – the indwelling of the Trinity and power of the SPIRIT were never given out to all Bels before this historic point.\ 
Go over to Ephesians chapter three RF.

Just as we see the CA Bels are called the body and bride of Christ – that never happened before in any other dispensation;
/Eph 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.

The church is called the body and the bride who is under the authority of Christ.\
Those who kick against teaching dispensations and the differences between Israel and the church are not accurately handling the word!

You do not have to dig deep into scripture to begin to see this. 
Attempting to apply every command and scripture from Genesis into Revelation becomes a journey into confusion and frustration. 
The Dispensation of Israel were given the right amount of doctrine for the time they lived in. We live in the dispensation of the full grace plan of GOD as being revealed in the completed canon of scripture.
                                REPEAT
The Apostle Paul is highlighting dispensations once again in Ephesians chapter 3;
Eph 3:4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
/Eph 3:5 which in other generations was not made known to mankind, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;

Mystery doctrine which means Church age teachings, would be revealed at the time of the apostles.\ 
Eph 3:6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,

This is a part of the mystery, that all nationalities and all cultures are on a level playing field once they believe upon Christ - this is not exclusive to the Jews.
/Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.

IF - first class condition, this is true – you inherit the grace blessing which is IN CHRIST, salvation was always faith in Christ.\
PROMISE is singular - the blessing of salvation through the ONE who came from Abaraham’s lineage.
The Church does not take on the Palestinian and Davidic covenants because Israel failed. 

At the early formation of the church, many still promoted the idea that the bloodline of the Jews who were Bels, were somehow head and shoulders above other Bels.

At first the 11 apostles were separating themselves from Gentile Bels.
/There is no distinction in the CA among Bels as far as grace gifts and opportunities – male or female, Jew or Gentile, that was all laid to rest at the Cross of Jesus Christ. Certain rituals and bloodlines had a place in the  dispensation of Israel, that was no longer the case in the Dispensation of the Church. We are all either Bels or Unbels. Believers will be winners or losers in the end – equal privilege and equal opportunities.\ 

The Old Testament gives us prophetic scriptures on the death of Christ, His resurrection, and many other prophecies pertaining to future events.
 But no information is given on His unique relationship with the Church. 
The Church is not revealed until the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union comes into fruition. Even then it was not fully taught until Christ was heading toward the cross.        REPEAT
 
/There was great clarity developed about the mission and formation of Israel starting in the book of Genesis beginning with the life of Abraham. They were called to keep their national identity; their blessings or cursing centered around the land, their descendants, and their treatment of the truth of Christ (evangelism). Their identity was woven into their worship system surrounding holy days and the temple.\
This points us to another distinction between the two; Israel’s worship was assigned to a set of rituals in only one place, the tabernacle, and later the temple in Jerusalem. The Church is allowed to worship “wherever two or three are gathered together.”
                       REPEAT
/Mat 18:20 “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.”

There is no call for a temple. Wherever two or three gather in serious worship, studying HIS word, it is a part of HIS body.\
The early church didn’t develop big buildings and denominational nonsense.

They gathered in people’s home for Bible study and worship.
The CA Bels are called into a faith rest application in relation to having a Sabbath - that is another distinction. 
We also recognize Sunday as the day the LORD rose from that tomb, therefore the Saturday Sabbath is not mandatory in the CA.
You should learn faith rest and apply it regularly – that is our Sabbath. 

The Nation of Israel had rituals and outward expressions they were called into – we have a more spiritual approach to our worship. Hebrews chapter 7 tells us the priesthood has changed with the new eternal, HIGH Priest Jesus Christ.
/1Pet 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual  sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

This was an office for only the bloodline of Aaron, that no longer matters in the CA. We are all Bel priests.\ 

We live by the law of grace – the plan of God is our law. It is seen and studied in the completed cannon of scripture with a strong emphasis on NT doctrines.
/Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

We are not called backward into the Mosaic Law which Christ has already fulfilled. We are called forward into God’s grace plan. \
The emphasis for the CA is to walk in the new nature.
Be filled by the HS is a command not a suggestion - (Eph 5:18)

/The Church age ends at the Rapture –
The Dispensation of Israel is completed at the 2nd Advent. A regathered Israel rejoices and celebrates during the 1,000 years of Christ on earth. The CA Bels are the first group to receive resurrected bodies. The Church goes in front of the Bema Seat Judgement after the Rapture.\
All of this can be found in the letters from the Apostle Paul to the church at Corinth and the letters to Thessalonica, among a few other NT scriptures and books. 
These are all glaring differences between Israel and the Church that are easily found in scripture.

/ The Church is given crowns, blessings and rewards which carry on into the Millennial then into eternity. The Church has 7 years of a wedding celebration during the Tribulation. The Church age winners ride back in glory with The Lord Jesus Christ for the decimation of Armageddon.  \



