Mat 194
What proceeds out of the mouth defiles the man

We are about to embark on a series about what really defiles the man and what the exterior of the Bel needs to stand up too. 

There are a lot of misconceptions about this topic and God the HS is leading me to open up this teaching to help all of us to grow up and get away from the lies about spirituality & what true grace and freedom look like in this CA we live in. 
Mat 15:10 After Jesus called the crowd to Him, He said to them, “Hear and understand.
/Mat 15:11 “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man.”\
Mat 15:12 Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?”
Mat 15:13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted.
Mat 15:14 “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”
TLJC uses a very interesting parable to finish out His public admonishing of these religious leaders.

If the old sin nature controls the life then the person thinks hatred, envy, hostility, pride, jealousy, legalism, and so on. 
And notice that religion always places the emphasis on the externals, not what you think.
Turn to Romans chapter 14 with me.

True spirituality comes out in the life of the growing Bel -Fruit of the Spirit.
It is not sinless perfection nor is it categorized and easily labelled because we are all different and grow at different paces and have different callings upon our lives.
But what a person believes as well as their norms and standards eventually will come to the surface.

/When you have the time to get to know someone, eventually you hear what they think, how they treat others and what they truly put faith in, all from what proceeds out of their mouth. What lies deep within the soul structure comes across a person’s lips at some point. If you are patience and discerning you will know who they truly are and what lies under the surface.\
REPEAT
This had the greater value to TLJC then someone’s social status, wealth, skin color or intellect. Therefore, the CA Bel should follow the lead of their future husband and have a similar attitude about people. 
In Romans chapter 14 Paul is pointing out how to deal with new Bels, weak Bels and those who make an issue out of food or drink concerning their spiritual walk.
Realize this, that whether the apostles were dealing with legalistic Jews who couldn’t let go of rituals and OT laws, or Greeks and Romans filled with their own set of standards about spirituality it makes no difference.     REPEAT
They all needed to understand the grace of God and spirituality as God sees it for this CA dispensation. All Bels needed to come to an understanding of their new position in Christ.
Rom 14:13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way.
/Rom 14:14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.\

This is between you & God.

This is a mature Bel -the Apostle Paul is trying to teach the principle that at SM we do not need to worry about rituals and standards set by man. 

You know what is healthy and what is a problem for your spiritual walk.

 Most of it is common sense, but the fact is Bels with less spiritual knowledge and those tangled up in legalism need to be gently brought into maturity. Because they are easily led astray by emotional nonsense and the lies of religion. 
Rom 14:15 For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.
Be careful what you do as a SM Bel in front of others, you are the example and a guiding light who is a representative such as an ambassador for Christ. 
Rom 14:16 Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil;
Being the more mature one of any group you should take care and not confuse these weak Bels.
What you say and do may cause them to stumble and that needs to be taken into consideration.

If Christianity is really about growing up in the plan of God, then acknowledging others over self, then this is highly relevant teaching in Romans chapter 14.
/Rom 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
This Church Age dispensation highlights the grace of God and freedom of the Bel in union with Christ but it should be that we take others into consideration as well.\
You can not live like an Unbel and turn your life into a big party of doing whatever you want 24/7.
But by the same token, God’s grace & freedom for us in this dispensation allows us to eat, drink and be merry as long as nothing becomes our master, as long as there is no other god before TLJC.     REPEAT       ELABORATE  
Because as verse 17 points out when we are applying the filling power of God the HS we have peace and joy and we are in the right standing inside the plan of God.

Now in that freedom comes great responsibility – responsibility not to cause weak Bels to stumble because you are doing something in front of them that causes their spiritual walk to go off course.

Responsibility to grow up inside God’s plan and have a clear understanding what maturity looks like for you.

The mature Bel recognizes how God allows certain foods or drinks and choices in your life to develop and there are no problems with that and it is a source of comfort and joy for you.

Yet someone else may have a stumbling block with those same choices and you have a responsibility not to cause a fellow Bel to fall because of your words & actions.                REPEAT 

Turn to Luke chapter 11.
The lesson in Romans 14 is that freedom inside the plan of God is awesome and we are not held up to any standards, 
yet – that freedom and grace God allows us to have, is not a license to sin and disregard any responsibility. In fact, to whom much is given much is required (Luke 12:48).

Be very careful how you make an issue out of the exterior of any given Christian because that is not the main concern.

God looks at the heart – 1Sam 16:7.

We are called to have a life more abundantly right now in time, yet there is a balance to that calling. 
Now in Luke chapter 11 we see TLJC is invited to sit and dine with the very men who attack HIM - the Pharisees. 

Luk 11:38 When the Pharisee saw it, he was surprised that He (Jesus) had not first ceremonially washed before the meal.
Again, their focus is on the outward.
/Luk 11:39 But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery and wickedness (ponēria) .
Robbery speaks to the greed of their nature, while the wickedness addresses an evil lifestyle deep within the soul.\
Harpagē- (HARD-PA-GAY) means to rob but in a forceful sense that means to snatch away in fact the root word is HARP-OZ-OH where we get the Latin term rapture from. 
It is a swift pulling up or grabbing away from someone or something. To snatch away!

Robbery is an easy one to see when it came to the legalistic, religious leaders, because what they did was from a spirit of greed!
I like the other word the Lord uses- PORN-NEE-AH where we get the English word pornography from.
Again, we TLJC making a strong stance against the nonsense and evil. 
It is an evil, wickedness which means a deep depravity and is not on the surface this is something evil growing within this soul structure. 
Luk 11:40 “You foolish ones, did not He who made the outside make the inside also?
TLJC is God and knowing what HE knows about creation, HE reminds them God made the whole body. 
Luk 11:41 “But give that which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you.
The Lord is saying- your motivation and compassion come from within.
Is your inside pure - is your soul structure filled with truth, grace and compassion?

/Luk 11:41 But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.\
This is another hard statement of fact that the Pharisees probably cringed when He spoke it out loud.
Tithing with all these herbs and following traditions of cleaning the temple making it smell good and appear clean on the surface means nothing without God’s divine justice system in place and then the unconditional love that comes from our union with Christ.

Luk 11:43 “Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the chief seats in the synagogues and the respectful greetings in the market places.
Appearances and finances meant everything to these religious leaders and sadly many Bels today and church leaders are living the same evil lifestyle. 

/Big, beautiful buildings and decadent light shows or entertainment don’t make you spiritual and they don’t give the message authority by God’s standard. The word of God accurately handled is what counts from the pulpit and then application in the Bels day to day life.\

Religion loves trivial details and surface worship, yet neglects spiritual growth and the strengthening of the soul through the intake of BD.
This is the equivalent of the soldier who passes all the marching drills and has the best uniform in the platoon and yet fails in combat because they never took their calling and training serious. 
They loved all the details and attention of the trivial trainings and did not train properly in combat simulation and never desired to do that in the first place.

They like the idea of being in a uniform and the respect and show of it all, yet the most important part is that you can pick up your rifle and stand your post when - the you know what, hits the fan!
/Luk 11:44 “Woe to you! For you are like concealed tombs, and the people who walk over them are unaware of it.”
Walking over a grave ceremonially defiled a Jewish person, even if they didn’t know it was there. (Num 19:16)\

According to Num 19:16, everyone who touched a grave was ceremonially unclean for seven days. For this reason, the Jews sought to mark graves clearly, usually using whitewash, so everyone would know where they were and would avoid them.
Luk 11:45 One of the lawyers said to Him in reply, “Teacher, when You say this, You insult us too.”
This was probably a well-versed Scribe and also a respected Pharisee which I told you, some men held both titles. 

Notice they use the title – didaskalos – (DEE-DOS-GO-LOS) which is a respected leader or teacher but not a title for LORD. Addressing HIM as a man -a teacher.
Yet they feel insulted!!
/Luk 11:46 But He said, “Woe to you lawyers as well! For you weigh men down with burdens hard to bear, while you yourselves will not even touch the burdens with one of your fingers.\
The Sanhedrin had added in all kinds of extra works programs on top of the original writings of the OT.
If I gave you the list you would not believe it… but some were focused on the Sabbath and the fact that you can not work at all on Sabbath.
That meant anything, some legalistic leaders would avoid going to the bathroom on the Sabbath.

Carrying a bucket of water or tying a knot was considered work. 
The list is really insane and truly would be comical if not for being so arrogant and really down right evil to impose this on people.
Luk 11:47 “Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and it was your fathers who killed them.
They loved the monuments and tombs of the OT prophets who were dead but the living God was right in front of them and they reject HIM just as they did the last OT prophet- John the Baptist. 

It comes down to your mind RF, where you are spiritually is not a works program it is a grace and freedom program and how you grow and live in that dictates your growth. 
/Titus 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind (nous) and their conscience (syneidēsis) are defiled.\
Nous – (NOOSE) and syneidēsis – (SIN-NID-ES-SIS) speaks to the whole soul structure both the right & left lobe of the brain and all that encompasses your soul.

That term that Titus uses about being defiled means a stain of a disgusting nature.
It was often used for a dye or stain and in this case the stain is what Titus is pointing out. 
Interestingly enough in the region of Greece where Titus was teaching there was a habit of dumping human waste out the back windows of the lower income neighborhoods and if you walked by you may get splashed by something not so sweet…I think you get my drift?
This is a stain, but beyond that it is disgusting and the stench and germs go with the complete picture. The stain and stink follow you…stay with you and destroy the clothing. 
This is how the mind or soul structure of the Unbel is described, more specifically, those who claim to be spiritual, the leaders and teachers of religion. 
/Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.\
Their words say one thing and their deeds show something else.
That is the case if you sit back and really listen to someone and see what they believe, what they say and ask yourself does it line up with truth?
Are they even applying what they believe? That is a good question to ask yourself as well. 

Look what TLJC says to the legalistic crowd;

/Mat 12:34 You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 35 “The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.\
The treasure is the reference to the soul structure, the thoughts and deep-seated norms and standards within that person.

What fills a person’s heart eventually always makes its way to the surface.
Turn to John chapter 12 as we close. 

Maybe in a few weeks or even a few months it all comes bubbling up to the surface, especially when the pressure comes on the scene. 

When a person is put under pressure or things don’t go their way you get glimpses of what they truly are like. 
Even Judas Iscariot showed who he truly was, it is just that no one other than TLJC knew it.
Everyone reveals their heart, sometimes in small portions or little details of actions and words but it all comes out eventually.
People believe they are just a little more slick then they actually are and GOD is never fooled - all things are laid bare to HIM ( Heb 4:13), nothing is hidden from His sight.

Jhn 12:4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said,
/Jhn 12:5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it.\
Jhn 12:7 Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial.

I can tell you in my own circle of family and friends I know people who got married and the signs and symbols were there during the courtship that the person they were marrying was not faithful or not serious about wedding commitment. 
Five or Ten years down the road they got divorced, and they said, I knew they were like that…I saw the signs but I ignored that or I thought I could change them was the other statement I heard.

We all can look back on decisions and relationships that were clouded by emotions and we chose to ignore the signs…we ignored the words & actions all around us and we plowed forward.

Let us close with a few principles;

/Mat 15:11 - The Lord was telling the crowd that those who follow tradition and rituals yet have no truth and grace operating in their lives have no spiritual substance, they have – koinoō, defiled themselves, brought that which is unholy or unclean and profane into their heart.\
(COIN-NA-OH) This means unclean and something that is dark you allow in your soul structure.

/That which comes forth from a person (words & actions) speaks to who they really are. Someone can tell you – yes, I’m a nice Christian. But in time you see by conversations and lifestyle choices as well as habitual actions who they truly are. What a person eats or drinks, and the trivial aspects of their life and personality quirks do not make the Christian.\

/The cosmic illusion is that sweetness or political correctness and community involvement are earmarks of the ‘Good Christian’. Yet spirituality is measured by spiritual growth inside the plan of God, operating in the New Nature habitually and absorbing, then applying God’s word carry the weight in that journey. Fruit of the Spirit begins to come forth once that journey gains momentum.\ 
You will find yourself properly motivated to get involved and operating from a place of virtue love, not pride or works programs to seek to get closer to God.

Spiritual growth is key, without it, you will have wrong motivation and the wrong protocol and standards in place of the filling power of the HS and applying the word to life circumstances. 







