Mat #59
Where is your treasure? 
PRAYER FOR LORI  medical issues
 Mat 6:17 “But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face 18 so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
/Mat 6:19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.\
Mat 6:20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;
Mat 6:21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.
Mat 6:23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

/The Lord has made it apparent that religious hypocrites had taken over as spiritual leaders and these new teachers (Apostles) should not fall into that lifestyle. The hypocrisies revolved around power, wealth & recognition. \
This was on top of adding too the word of God, all with an emphasis that these legalistic leaders would operate as judge and jury in the Bel’s life. 

/Mat 6:19-20 – was again, a strong indictment upon the Jewish leadership who had made materialism and approbation from the world their main focus not the truth of the Word of God.\

More importantly the word treasure is related to a carrying case or a coffer …a chest where you store up things that are valuable. 

/Your ‘treasure’ is not always money it can account for many items that have a priority in your life, items of great value. People put expensive jewelry, family keepsakes or documents in lockboxes. Priority items become a treasure in our life.\ 
What is your treasure? 
What is it that you cherish and put up high on your priority list?
 Remember God looks at your heart, your motivation…you can’t use your poker face with Him. 
/Pro 14:27 The fear (respect) of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares of death.
Isa 33:6 And He will be the stability of your times, a wealth of salvation, wisdom and knowledge; The fear (respect) of the LORD is his treasure.\

The Bible has many scriptures warning us to respect the Lord and treasure His words…that His words are true wisdom.

/Mat 6:20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;
You can only store up treasure in heaven by what you do right now!\

Notice that moth and rust destroy slowly while the thief will come quickly and ransack and steal everything in sight.

/The cosmic system is designed to wear out the saints slowly (Dan 7:25). While the other satanic angle is to have the Unbel’s used by Satan to ransack Bel’s emotionally, spiritually and financially.\ 

Moth & rust represent that sad truth that in the cosmic system, everything new will eventually get old and worn out in time. And if that’s not enough the attacks that come at us from people come in waves from time to time, its designed to steal our peace & prosperity. 

Everything you have in this cosmic system will eventually wear out, break down or fade away over time.
I don’t care if it is your new car…your house or even your flawed human body.
               ELABORATE
/Mat 6:21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
This is a clear statement that what you value and put your effort into is where your love and devotion is focused upon.\
Your treasure is what you occupy your thoughts and time with.

For some people it’s a hobby or a sport…others it’s an addiction or a relationship…maybe its family or your career.
There is something that gains the majority of your attention and treasure and that is where you true heart lays. 
The Biblical definition of heart is your mind… the thought process and decision making skills…that is what heart is referring to. 

Fair warning…be careful what you focus on because you can become obsessed with that item.

/Col 3:2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.\
Your rewards are gained in time by your thoughts and actions you do right now in time…filled with power from the HS and operating in BD that’s what counts. 

/Mat 6:22 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.

Reference to soul structure again, more focus is upon the mind than any physical part of the body. The eye is a window to the soul.\

How we think is what matters and the eye often times in ancient language as a well as ancient poetry was considered part of the soul.
/Pro 23:5 (wealth) When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.
Setting your eyes on something is a thought process.\

The Bible refers to the heart and eye as a part of the mind what makes up that person’s most inner being…you are more than flesh and blood you have a soul structure & that is really who you are.
/Mar 7:21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, (ophthalmos) slander, pride and foolishness.\

Ophthalmos (OFF-THEL-MOSS) = ENVY- meaning eye literally and figuratively, the eye of the mind the soul or inner being. 
This word Off-thel-moss is used in two senses; One being the literally eye in your skull… but the other use which is in view here is the spiritual sense …the eye being a window to the soul. 
There is a spiritual sense we get by studying the ancient term of ‘the eyes of the soul.’
Spiritual discernment gives us vision deep within our soul. 
/2Cor 4:18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.\
There is a negative perception or positive depending upon what you are thinking… what occupies your soul structure….what do you fill it up with?

/Mat 20:15 ‘Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?’\
Understanding this spiritual concept of the eye and the connection to the soul will shine light on the next scriptures. 

/Mat 6:23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
This has implications on 3 levels. It addresses- Legalism, false doctrine, unbelief.\

You see there are those Bel’s who feel they have all the answers…perhaps they are even church leaders but their system of religious standards and rituals is nothing but wood, hay and stubble that will burn up at the judgement seat.

/Legalism demands rigid standards that leave no room for grace and depend upon creature credit over Creator credit. This is a darkness that believes it is in the light!\
This is born again Bels…Christians I am talking about here. Be clear on that and understand it…unfortunately several types of denominations fall under this category.

/False doctrine is any belief that claims to follow the one true God yet distorts or removes the person & work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is someone who claims to have the light but is in darkness.\
I don’t care if it’s Allah or Buddha, it is all false doctrine outside the power, the deity and humanity of Christ and His work on the Cross at Calvary. 
In fact there are some denominations that fall under the Christian title yet they do not elevate TLJC as the unique one of the universe.
If they do not recognize Him as the only savior…the only mediator and unique, God-man for all of humanity than they have distorted who and what He is. 

You can’t elevate anyone or anything on His level…you can’t deduct any aspect of who He is and what His work accomplished.
/The Unbelievers walk in darkness yet most claim to have the light (answers). They believe that SELF or a higher power of their own liking is enough to gain favor & control the outcome for their eternal life.\ 
There is no scripture that tells us we can find salvation in ourselves or something we can do to earn it. 

This leads us to the next verse because it clarifies that we can-not have two belief systems or two gods in our lives…one will always win out over the other.

/Mat 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
Mamōnas- (wealth)- treasure or what has been stored up, confidence.\
MAM-MOO-NAS (Aramaic) 

Again I ask you what is your treasure what is it that occupies your thoughts and time?
This word MAM-MOO-NAS is pointing out anything we have put a value on and raised it as high or higher than our relationship with God. 
/The hypocrisies of the leadership from the Pharisees, Scribes & Sadducees was obvious, therefore it was no wonder that many Jewish families lacked respect for what they taught. This added to the division and frustration among the Jews.\
Very similar to some of the denominational nonsense we have today!
They not only had to deal with the Roman Empire lording over them but their own political and religious leadership were phonies and hypocrites. 
Turn to Proverbs chapter 6 with me.

The eyes of the Jewish leadership was haughty…arrogance was the issue they did not recognize the arrogance from within themselves.
/Gal 6:3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.\
In Proverbs chapter 6 we can see what God views concerning the sin issue.
Keep in mind sin is sin…God does not look at one worse than the other but it is interesting how they are listed, because man would probably list murder & adultery on top of the list…yet God has them listed differently.
Pro 6:16 There are six things which the LORD hates, yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:
/Pro 6:17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
And hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked plans,
Feet that run rapidly to evil,19 A false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers.\
Notice the haughty eyes and lying tongue above the sin of murder.
/Haughty eyes- Ruwm `ayin- This means to be exalted over others to look down on someone else, and that word for eyes (`ayin) is similar to the Greek word meaning literal or figurative eyes, spiritual fountain or inner thoughts.\
ROOM-  AH-YAN 

God is concerned with what we think…what our motivation is, not what we do on the outside. 


The Scribes & Pharisees truly did not have love and concern for their fellow man…in fact the poor & diseased were often ignored by them…it didn’t matter if they were Jews, if they were criminal or lower class they would barely pay them any mind unless it was a public display in and around the temple where others would notice their compassion and generosity. 
The legalistic Jewish leaders wouldn’t even walk on the same side of the street with a known sinner. 
Then here comes TLJC calling them out on all their hypocrisy because He taught what John wrote about in his epistles.

/1Jo 4:20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also. \

There is an interesting principle with Bels who put on their game face in front of others yet truly deep in their heart they are very judgmental and legalistic. 

You know what that principle is???
/Luk 12:2 “But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.\

There is a beginning a middle and end to everything in life…sooner or later we will all have to face the truth…God is not mocked…whatever we sow, we also shall reap.
Nothing is hidden from His sight.
/Luk 8:17 “For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret that will not be known and come to light.
Ecc 12:14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.\
Why do you think TLJC called out their hypocrisy He called them out in front of people.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/Mat 23:27 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.\
