Mat #31
Assembling the body of Jesus Christ.

This title is actually a reference to the CA…because truthfully…the body of Christ dates back to the Garden with the man & woman.

Go back into Matthew chapter 4
We have noted that divine guidance and the will of God go hand in hand.
Understanding God’s will, opens up divine guidance for the Bel.

/God’s will is for everyone to come to the full knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. His will is that after salvation a Bel grows up in His grace & knowledge developing an intimate relationship with Him. This is the core principle for every person to grasp…this is the overall will of God for mankind.\
Now there is a secondary principle or secondary tier to the will of God which points to us as individuals.

/God’s will is that each Bel, after a period of spiritual growth, (he/she) will accept the plan of God fully and embrace a personal sense of destiny designed specifically for each of us!\

Now knowing what we have learned about the will of God & divine guidance let us dive back into Mat chapter 4 where we left off.

Mat 4:18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.19 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Mat 4:20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them.
/Mat 4:22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.\
Mat 4:23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.
Mat 4:24 The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.

Verse 20  & 22 on the board — the response to the call of TLJC. “And they straightway [immediately] left their nets, and followed him.” 
Notice the serious commitment.
/Mat 10:37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.\

Flip ahead to Mat 12 verse 46
We noted this last time…but let me clarify once again that this is PHILEO’ love… a personal love relationship.

You don’t fully embrace a personal love relationship with someone until you get to know them…we can impersonally, unconditionally love a stranger if we are filled with the HS using AGAPE’ love.

/The Lord Jesus Crist is warning that if you do not develop an intimate love relationship with Him, your capacity in the plan of God is worthless which in turn makes your other relationships worthless.\

When your relationship with God is at full capacity all your other relationships will fall into place correctly. 

Little saying that I picked up years ago and it is the best advice I can give any young couple seeking marriage.

Your horizontal relationships will fall into place once you vertical relationship is solid.

Another fact is that you will not endure when the world attacks you and the problems arise unless your relationship with TLJC is solid.

Now in the ancient Roman world crucifixion was a graphic and painful illustration… because it was real!
The person who was condemned by the Roman Empire often faced crucifixion and when a person went to the cross they had to carry that heavy wooden beam up to the place of execution. 

It usually involved carrying the cross beam called the Patibulum 
(PAT-I-BULL-UM) which was probably around 120 lbs. You had to carry it across your shoulders.

/Mat 10:37-38 is a caution for Bels to realize that all other love relationships are dependent upon our relationship with the Lord. This warning is about our priorities. Also letting us know there is more than lip service given to a relationship with God.\

Picking up your own cross is a common theme in the teaching of Jesus & the Apostle Paul. Learning to grow up spiritual and handle adversity without running to others to rescue you every time. 
Look at Mat 12:46
Mat 12:46 While He was still speaking to the crowds, behold, His mother and brothers were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him.
47 Someone said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to You.
/Mat 12:48 But Jesus answered the one who was telling Him and said, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?”49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers!\
Mat 12:50 For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.”

Many would say this seems cold hearted but they do not understand the true reason we were created…nor do they understand the importance of a relationship with TLJC. 
Look what He says in verse 50…those who do the will of my Father…they are my family.
Jump back a few verses to where we were in Matthew chapter 10…
/Mat 10:34 Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.\

A sword divides… it cuts in two.
Mat 10:35-36  goes on to say
 For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAWAGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD.

/There are no gray areas or middle ground to stand in concerning Jesus Christ. You either believe in who and what He is and has done or you don’t. Truth (BD) is a definitive factor in life.\

Families…friendships and even some marriages develop a great divide within them because a Bel makes the sacrifice to fully embrace their life with Christ. 

Many people have their hopes pinned on this world… what they can have or some type of happiness they can maintain for 60 or 70 years, yet they think nothing of eternity.
TLJC cares more about eternity than what we have right now in this fleeting human life. This is a drop in the bucket compared to millions of years…actually not even millions…never ending!
Go back into Mat chapter 4.

You will find that Bels are to come together for strength and unity but also to maintain the posture that they have in their own relationship with God…being self-sustaining from spiritual growth. 
 
/Mat 4:21-22, the calling of James and John. This is the organization of a staff. No one can go it alone is the principle here. We are to be at full strength within our own relationship with God so when we lock shields with other Bels we are united!\ 
Growing in wisdom…living in truth becomes so vital in a serious church group.

We should build each other up but we do that first and foremost by being spiritual self-sustained ourselves… that way we have something to offer someone who is down and out…or a weak Bel. 
Turn to Eph chapter 4
/Representing God on this earth ambassadors for Jesus Christ are all members of the same team, and all of us are necessary for the team. Therefore our spiritual strength can lift a team up or our spiritual weakness can bring it down.\

We should be ready to lift up those in need…but you can-not lift anyone up when you are down yourself.
A weak Bel can’t lift up others because they have no spiritual strength to draw from. 
This is why the Biblical principle is to build up or tend to your own vineyard first and it will spill over to others.

Eph 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;

/Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.\
Eph 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,
Eph 4:16 From whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
Verse 13 on the board is clearly stating that we should attain a unity…meaning something we have as a spiritual goal.

/Eph 4:13  modern translation-
Until the members of the Royal Family having obtained maturity through the consistent study of Bible Doctrine, leading to intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ which brings us to a full understanding of Christ as Saviour, Mediator, Lord & King.\ 
This is as close as I can get it from the original Greek context that would make sense for our language today.

This is boldly stating that we have to gain that maturity to grow up…having a deep & intimate relationship with Christ opens us up to fully understand everything of who & what TLJC really is.

/Eph 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
Written in pres-act-subj mood meaning it falls under a serious warning, because this is a reality!\
Present-active-subjunctive 

That present tense is speaking to an ongoing issue…it is present now and goes on into future. That subjunctive mood is showing that there is a possibility or deep desire for something.

Look at verse 15… but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,
/Eph 4:16 From whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.\

This is exactly what every church needs to understand. When TLJC built His earthly ministry He began with men who had the potential for leadership not because they were the most qualified in the public eye…but they had a certain type of integrity and grit which would be needed to stand in the gap when the attacks came. 
/Jesus Christ assembled a group of men that on the surface appeared gruff and unqualified, yet the first action each man took was to recognize the Lord and drop their current position. An open heart & willing spirit is much more valuable than status and IQ to our Lord.\ 

I again ask you to think about why TLJC did not approach any Pharisees, Scribes or Sadducees and ask them to follow Him…ask them to become Apostles? 

Let’s finish up with a few principles that show us what matters when God wants to assemble a church.

First and foremost principle-
/God looks at the heart-
1Sam 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”\

God looks at our motivation, how we think!
/God puts no trust or value in our flesh-
Joh 2:24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man. \

What the world is impressed by and what they value as important or consider remarkable is really just dung in the plan of God.

/The mind of Christ (Bible) is the foundation of any true Christian organization, not programs, not status in the world, not numbers or emotional nonsense. Those who take the Word serious are the ones who become the foundation of that organization.\ 

/Bels who understand their place within the plan of God will not become petty or strive to become a leader if they are not called to that position. They will fill the gap that God places in front of them. These Bels will have integrity & virtue they have acquired from BD.\
Jealousy and pettiness do not become an issue with a group of real doctrinal Bels. 
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