Mat 211
God’s compassion is not based on human emotions

I would like to open today with a focus of prayer on Australia because we have many positive Bels over there – a lot of Christians in Australia and in fact we have a few folks out there who have shown great support for this ministry.

One lady in particular who probably has more spiritual strength then most Christian men …myself included.

She has gone through a lot over the years and is a serious student of the word and never waivers in her love for the Lord.
Julie and her daughters are in my thoughts and prayers and I would like you to add them to yours…this is a difficult time across the world and some areas are getting hit with government regulations and unfair treatment of their people and it is creeping into areas like Australia and here in America.
Please keep them in prayer.

We will open up again in Matthew chapter 15 and let’s jump right into verse 32 and begin this new set of scriptures today! 

/Mat 15:32 And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, “I feel compassion for the people, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.”\
Mat 15:33 The disciples said to Him, “Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place to satisfy such a large crowd?”
Mat 15:34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”

There is a lot to unpack even in that one verse in Matt 15:32; We can see the Lord’s compassion which is always overflowing. Then we see the true Bels who maintain a relationship with the Lord after salvation. And we will note no one goes away from TLJC hungry and also we see a feast of mixed cultures of Jews & Gentiles.        REPEAT

Turn to 2Corinthians chapter one with me RF.
We can quickly note a principle on compassion which we all know TLJC was overflowing with love & compassion. 
Sadly, another principle we will note in verse 32 is the Lord’s most trusted disciples still don’t trust that Jesus can fully supply a miracle to feed thousands of people. 
Even though HE has done it before and not to mention the last three days of healings HE had just finished! 
Which will lead us to accept the fact that miracles, signs & wonders and even walking alongside TLJC is still not enough for the stubborn OSN to tap out and admit defeat. 
It will still buck against the authority of the truth right in front of it! 

The age old statement that many Unbels use is that – if I just see a miracle -  or if I just could see TLJC I would believe, is nothing but nonsense and an arrogant statement from someone who rejects truth.
Look at 2Cor 1 pick it up in verse 3;
/2Cor 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.\
God is a God of comfort and compassion even though HE is a God of justice & righteousness as well.
In fact, real love and compassion need to be rooted in truth and justice.
Those who claim to love you and have compassion need to operate in justice & truth, other-wise they have no real godly love and compassion.

Personal love and personal compassion are based on emotions and it fails in the long run.
Think about this for a minute – if your child grows up to be a criminal you still love your child, but you know what they did hurt other people and it went against the laws of the land. 
If you live in your emotions your child who is now an adult criminal will never be wrong in your eyes and the pain they caused others will be minimized because you lack real love and compassion.          REPEAT
God is not tethered to human emotions so HE sees the big picture and HE operates from a place of knowing the end from the beginning.

2Co 1:5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.
We share in all that TLJC has and who HE is in our position – which we can live in our position right now in time if we walk in that new nature.
2Co 1:6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;
/2Co 1:7 and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.
Spirituality is the ability to be Christ-like in how we love which means we naturally look out for others and place them above ourselves the majority of the time.\
That is true compassion that comes from a place of impersonal, unconditional love. We need a supernatural love that can only be achieved by fellowship with the Trinity.
Understanding and fulfilling the plan of God the Father. Accepting and deeply connecting to our union with God the Son. Operating from the power of God the HS. That is true fellowship with the Triune God-head.
Fellowship in this temporal body means we accept the plan of God the Father.
We come to a place where we begin to understand it. Look what Moses heard when he wanted that closeness to the God of Israel.

/Exo 33:18 Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” 19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.”\
God’s compassion and love may not always fit mankind’s model of compassion and love because our fleshly model is weak and dependent on emotions. 
While Moses was called to prepare the Ten Commandments God clarified HIS stand on HIS compassion because the justice and laws of God were about to be written in stone.
/Exo 34:6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;\
God speaks to HIS love and compassion first, telling Moses this is who I am and how I operate.
He is a God of compassion and forgiveness and love – yet HIS justice system and righteousness are not to be ignored.
In fact, the justice system of God needs satisfaction for the other essences of God to flow freely. Therefore, God continues in verse 7;

/Exo 34:7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.”\
God emphasizes a strong justice system.

The mention of the generations was common at this historic point especially in the Jewish language. This was a way to stress the tradition of what the father in the household taught and passed down to his children, which meant that was what they often lived in concerning the next generation. 

The Children can break the chain of sinning or failure to walk in God’s plan by turning back and breaking away from family tradition if it is negative toward God. 
Real compassion is the essence of God.
It is not based on human love or human emotions.
/Psa 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.

Lam 3:22 The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.\

Human compassion lacks real endurance, it can’t get up each and every morning and start fresh and new – God’s divine love & compassion can!

Compassion is fed from love and if that love is solely based in emotion and centered around personal affection or attraction it will be a flawed system of compassion that you operate from. 
Turn to Luke chapter 23 with me.

As you go to Luke 23 I want to put a principle up on the board for you to note;
/Because love feeds our compassion the Bel needs to have their source of love coming from divine viewpoint not cosmic viewpoint. Divine viewpoint teaches us that love comes from our union with Christ and is not solely based upon emotions, though emotions should be a part of love, it is not the foundation.\

The Bel’s love foundation should be impersonal, unconditional love that is beyond human effort & emotions. It is only achieved in the life of a Bel who is connected to that fellowship with the Trinity I mentioned earlier.
If your vertical love is in order your horizontal love will fall into place and you will have a solid foundation. 

Your first love is not your mate or children, it is TLJC and after that you learn to love yourself and all other love relationships flow from that.   
     REPEAT
The reason most people struggle in the area of intimate relationships and have tension among family & friends is because their love relationship is not in order.

Pick it up in verse 34 of Luke chapter 23;
/Luk 23:34 But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.\
This is the pinnacle of impersonal, unconditional love and most of us would struggle with this and that’s ok.

TLJC is the unique one of the universe, we simply need to reflect Jesus to the best of our ability and we do that by being filled with the Spirit and applying His word to our life.
We do our best to reflect the humanity of Jesus Christ right now in time.
If you gain enough spiritual momentum and you reach levels of SM you will find you can love the unlovely and pray for those who persecute you.

At that point of maturity your compassion will operate at the highest level, it won’t be forced or phony. It won’t fade quickly or fail when it is under pressure.

Jump down to verse 39;
Luk 23:39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!”
Luk 23:40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
/Luk 23:41 “And we indeed are suffering justly (dikaiōs), for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”
This is an admission of being under a righteous law, that they are justly convicted.\      DEE-KI-OS
This is the recognition of sin and knowing you deserve the just penalty.
The sentence is accurate and the law is upheld.
Luk 23:42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!”
/Luk 23:43 And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”
The Lord still took that moment in excruciating torture to place another person over HIS pain.\
Only divine love and godly compassion has that strength to operate at that high level. 

That thief recognized he was a sinner and he needed a savior and the man next to him was the God of the universe. He simply believed in Jesus Christ and the compassion of God overcame the pain in that moment and that thief was saved. 
Turn to Colossians chapter 3 as we get ready to close.

/It is never too late… you are never too far gone to see the compassion of God. You could be on death row waiting for that execution and the compassion of God will save you in that last minute of life, if only you adjust to the justice of God first. \
                    REPEAT
God can’t be any more just, and fair than HE is when you take into account the angelic conflict.
God created all of us – angels and mankind with free will, and He set in place a plan from eternity past to deal with rebellion once and for all time.

In that plan He had to account for negative people, free will, fallen angels, along with all the other details and still operate in HIS divine essence without compromise. 
In that divine plan God laid the groundwork & rules in eternity past and He will not alter or change the course until the plan is complete.

Look at Colossians chapter 3 to see what I am telling you about the compassion of Christ.
Col 3:8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.
Col 3:9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,
/Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—
This speaks directly to verse 9; The fact that the Bel needs to lay aside the old and put on the new so as not to be deceptive or practice anything evil.\

It is the new nature that can reflect TLJC and offer true compassion to enemies or friends. 
Col 3:11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.
As we see in Matthew chapter 15 the question of Gentiles or Jews was never the concern of our Lord – it is Bel or Unbel that TLJC is concerned about. 
/Col 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;\
This is grace compassion which is completely different from human compassion. Grace compassion treats others with grace and mercy and love even when they don’t deserve it.
Grace means we do not earn or deserve it, yet it is given to us. 
The Bel must dress themselves in the nature of Jesus Christ- this is the meaning in the original Greek.
To put on - is the Bel’s responsibility much like you dress yourself in the morning, making a conscious effort to put on your clothing. 
You the Bel are responsible to take off that OSN and put on the new nature. It is a simple decision to cleanse yourself from any sin you are aware of…it is not merit based or works, it is a turning toward God in your mind.

It is only then the Bel can apply the proper love and that will feed the compassion and it will all come from a place of divine grace – not your flesh.
/Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.\
This is in the present tense so this is habitual and reminds us that we don’t put a limit on forgiveness.

You can put a limit on your intimate contact with someone after they have hurt you – but forgiveness is something you need to remain open too and offer to everyone. 
You can forgive someone and separate from them in the physical sense while still forgiving them.    REPEAT
You will find it difficult to do in your flesh but in the new nature it will be a life changing experience – I have learned this one over the years and I can attest to it. 
/Col 3:14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.
This lesson Paul is emphasizing repeatedly to - PUT ON, make an effort to walk in the new nature.\

If Bels walked in this nature 24/7 with no effort or free will not playing a role why would Paul speak about this in such a fashion?
It is the only way you can walk in a manner that will give you the love needed to apply BD to your life accurately. 

Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.
You will not find that rest - that divine peace outside of your relationship to Christ.
Paul emphasizes the unity in the body of Christ which we can see in our study of the new Gentile Bels in Matthew chapter 15.

/The Lord’s compassion during His earthly ministry was not forced or fake, it was from a place of genuine love. Because it is God’s love, it expects nothing in return and does not rely upon emotions to sustain it. This compassion puts others above self and has endurance even in the face of adversity & pain.\ 




